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Hollywood Booners Giving the Go-By 


This Summer to 


Barnyard Belascos 





Hollywood, July 13. + 


The strawhat circuit, a longtime 
happy hunting ground for film 
company talent scouts, has been 
given the kiss-off by the majors this 
season. Chief reason for the aban- 
donment of the extensive barnyard 
0.0. given in previous years is the 
companies’ drastic budget-pruning 
measures. Subsidiary reasons are 
the lack of new faces in summer 
stock and the failure of previous 
summer safaris into the backwoods 
to turn up usable talent. 

Stay-at-home licy was insti- | 
tuted last year in Metro’s talent | 
department. This year, however, 
virtually all of the major com- 
panies are following suit with an 
attitude. of “we’ll wait until they 
hit Broadway.” The prevailing the- 
ory is that the natural law of selec- 
tion will separate the clicks from 
the clucks by the time young thes- 
pers are ready for a Broadway try- 
out. Talent chiefs are no longer 
worried over being scooped on a 
new face sirice all companies are 
showing the greatest wariness to- 
wards signing anyone. 

A hot lead or tip on a prospect 
in a summer theatre, however, will 
still cause a talent scout to reach 
for his hat and take the next train 
to Bangor, Me., for a look-see. But 
the tip has to be very hot. At any 
rate, gone are the days when scouts 


(Continued on page 55) 


Hub’s To Be or Not 
To Be Seen Ruling 
On Filmed ‘Hamlet’ 


Boston, July 13. 

Boston lived up to its fame as 
the most vigilant guardian city of 
morals in the U. S. this week when 
the local censorship board asked 
for a number of cuts from J. 
Arthur Rank’s filmization of “Ham- 
let.” before allowing the pic’s entry 
to the Hub. No sizeable scissoring 
was demanded, the solons, in the 
main, contenting themselves with 
requested deletions of the balder 
and bawdier Elizabethan expres- 
sions on Sex. 

There is no doubt that Universal, 
U. S. distrib of “Hamlet” under its 
reciprocal deal with Rank, will 
okay the surgery. It was pointed 
out that the snippings will be 
strictly minor, nicking the pic a 
trifle in spots but not affecting the 
story’s development and the im- 
pact which the Sir Laurence 
Olivier’s dramatization has. “Ham- 
let” is slated to have its U. S. 
preem at the Astor theatre, Boston, 
early in August. 

Meanwhile, recurrent rumors 
mushrooming both in the U. S. and 
England that the Catholic Legion 
ef Decency was demanding the 
deletion of healthy chunks of the 
Shakespeare tragedy before okay- 
ing it were denied by both the 
Rank office in the U. S. and the 
Legion. Latter is expected to an- 
nounce its classification of the film 
today (Wed.). Strong inference was 





WOR Thirsty—After 11:30 


WOR, N. Y., has decided to lift, 
just partially, its long standing 
ban on drug, beer and wine spot 
commercials. Station has passed 
around word that it will accept 
spots for such products for airing 
after 11:30 p.m. 

No word as to whether any 
further lowering of the ban is in 
prospect. ' 


Tele-Filmed Bing 
Mulled by Philco 


Philadelphia, July 13. 

Braintrusters for the Bing 
Crosby Philco show are currently 
mulling television plans for the 
fall season. According to Bill Mor- 
row, producer-writer for the 
Crosby program, it’s likely that 
several shows will be filmed for 
video distribution, paralleling the 
transcription idea for _ radio. 
Whether the shows will be lensed 
simultaneously with the tape re- 
cordings is still undecided. 

Format of the Crosby radio 
stanza will remain unchanged. 
Morrow disclosed, however, that 
vocalist Peggy Lee will be a steady 
feature next season except when 
femme guests such as Dinah Shore 
and Dorothy Kirsten are _ used: 
Scripting chores will be split up 
among Hal Kanter, Bobby O’Brien, 
Larry Clemmons and Izzy Elinson, 
with each man to handle a separate 
show. 

Morrow pointed out that Crosby 
will have no legal entanglements 
with Paramount Pictures over his 
stepping into television since he 
has exclusive control over his TV 
rights. Chief problem in video 
programming for Crosby will be 
the need for recasting the scripts 
for visual consumption, and longer 
rehearsal periods. The practice of 
reading scripts before video 
cameras is just n.g., said Morrow. 

Philco has indicated strong in- 
terest in Crosby’s video prospects. 
Coin expenditure, which will be 
high for such a venture, is being 
explored, however, before they 
make the TV fling. Crosby’s pact 
with Phileo will run out at the 
end of the 1948-49 season. Morrow 
said that over 300 stations will 
carry the Crosby show when it re- 
sumes Sept. 29. 


Draft Cues Orders 
For Music by Army 


4 Washington, July 13. 
Obviously a case of coming 








heavy ordering of stock arrange- 
ments by the Special Service divi- 
sion of the U. S. Army through 
Music Dealers Service. The draft 
goes into effect Sept. 20. 

The orders have in a number of 





(Continued on page 55) 


instances been in quantities of 500 
copies. ~ 





events casting their shadow is the. 


YWOOD'S ECONOMY JITTERS 





GROSSES BIG BUT 
NET STILL LOW 


Hollywood, July 13. 

Hollywood found itself this week 
in the midst of its second slashing 
economy campaign in less than 10 
months as it continued its efforts to 
adjust its fiscal nervous system to 
a new world outlook. The signals 
of an upset economy which flagged 
company toppers into action with 
the axe were the flock of quarterly 
and semi-annual financial state- 
ments in the past couple months 
that showed income almost equal 
to that of 1947 but net profits 
down to as low as 25% of com- 
parative periods a year ago. 

RKO and Metro were in the van- 
guard ofthe scalpel-wielders. At 
RKO, the new broom sweeping 
clean—in the person of Howard 
Hughes, who recently acquired con- 
trolling interest—was responsible 
for the slashing. At Metro, Univer- 
sal and other studios the reasons 
were also clear for the cutting. 
M-G’s statement for the 12 weeks 
ending June 3, for instance, showed 
a net of $842,000 with a gross of 
$43,000,000, as against last year’s 
net of $2,308,000 with exactly the 
same gross as 1948. 

The continually constricting for- 
eign market, combined with doubt 
as to the future of the domestic 
b.o., was being weighed by com- 
pany execs against the expanded 
costs of production as represented 
in figures on pictures they are now 
amortizing. Result is an out-of-bal- 
ance situation that company heads 
feel it is mandatory to correct. 

Hollywood, which thought its 
economy axings were over after 
the slashing retrenchments of last 
fall, suddenly found Hugheg lead- 
ing the way this time with:an esti- 
mated 300 workers dismissed in 

(Continued on page 16) 





Eisenhower's Story 
Of the War Seen Set; 
Figures to Snare 6006 


While General Eisenhower's 
“Crusade in Europe,” his story of 
World War II, is still in the maybe 
stage, it does appear that by Sep- 
tember he will finally release the 
ms. and then Doubleday’s right to 
purchase will be executed. 

Eisenhower’s setup makes if- 
money history in publishing circles. 
For one thing, although at the 
moment his memoirs are being 
translated for publication in nearly 
every civilized country as soon as 
they get the cabled okay from 
Doubleday in New York, none the 
less it still is a highly speculative 
arrangement. 

His meticulousness is at the base 
of ail this seemingly extraneous 
uncertainty. All the 212,000 
words in the 576 pages of the $5 
book were dictated and revised by 
him personally. Ken McCormick, 
veepee and chief editor of Double- 
day, as well as Joe Barnes, editor 
of the N. Y. Star (formerly PM), 





(Continued on page 55) 


Tele, Gawky Kid of the GOP Meet, 
Becomes a Man for Demo Convention 








Places, Please! 
Philadelphia, July 13. 

President Truman is skedded 
for a fulldress rehearsal for 
his tele stunt when he accepts 
his party’s nomination for the 
big job. : 

ABC, which operates the 
pool on Thursday (15), the 
nomination day, has arranged 
everything for the top execu- 
tive to go through his paces in 
a hotel suite for the benefit of 
his top political advisers, who 
will have a preview of their 
boss in action and will suggest 
changes for the call of “cur- 
tain,” when the video audience 
will see the performance, Hal 
King, Hollywood ‘makeup ex- 
pert, will work on the Presi- 
dent. 


ABC's $1,000,000 
Price Tag on WW 


Walter Winchell went on ABC’s 
market block yesterday (Tues.) 
with a $1,000,000 price tag. 
Although the web inked him sev- 
eral weeks ago to a deal starting 
next Jan. 2, guaranteeing him a 
minimum $10,000 weekly, the gab- 
ber was not actually made avail- 
able to bankrollers until yesterday. 

The time-and-talent package 
price of approximately $1,000,000 is 
for 52 weeks, 45 to be done by 
Winchell, the other seven by a 
fill-in program included in the 
overall price. 

Only two classes of sponsors 
can’t touch Winchelli—ciggie com- 
panies because of Old Gold’s tab 
on the preceding “Stop the Mu- 
sic,” and cosmetic makers because 
of Woodbury’s bankrolling of Lou- 
ella Parsons, following Winchell. 

Miss Parsons’ stanza has just 
been renewed. 








Ilka Chase, Faye Emerson 


Sign for Tele Debuts | 


Ilka Chase and Faye Emerson 
Roosevelt signed this week for 
their television debuts in shows 
packaged by World Video, Inc., 
indie outfit headed up by novelist 
John Steinbeck and photog Robert 
Capa. 

Miss Chase is to serve as writer 
and narrator for a new series cov- 
ering famous European eateries 
and dishes for American house- 
wives. As with its “Paris Cavalcade 
of Fashion” show, WV is shooting 
film for the new series in Paris. 
Editing, scripting and narration 
are to be done in N. Y. 

Miss Emerson, meanwhile, has 
signed with WV as narrator on the 
fashion show, re olacing Eloise Mc- 
Ethone. 


By HERMAN A. LOWE 


Philadelphia, July 13. 
Television and radio are march- 
ing through this Democratic Na- 
tional Convention like the smooth 
clicking veterans they have become 
at this thing in the past few weeks. 
Television, in particular, a 
gawky but spectacular kid at the 
GOP hassle, and the wonder of all 
the neighbors, is accepted here this 
time. There’s no question among 
newsmen and politicians, for ex- 
ample, that it’s playing a most im- 
portant part as a media. And its 
personnel is generally recognized 
in the hotel lobbies and in Con- 
vention Hall as part of the gang. 
The transformation is astonish- 
ing. A little over two weeks ago, 
when the Republicans were in ses- 
sion, delegates and newsmen 
buzzed excitedly about video and 
how wonderful it was. Today this 
is almost entirely lacking in the 
feeling that tele is here to stay. 
Tele newsmen and electricians 
here know they have arrived and 
are operating with a much smooth- 
er efficiency than before. They 
know how to get the best results 
with the camera’s eye on the con- 
vention scene. For special shows 
in the studios at the Bellevue- 
Stratford or in Cunvention Hall, 
video men are handling the brass 
with no waste motion and allowing 
the visitors practically no non- 


(Continued on page 31) 


See Kaufman, Ryskind 
Unable to Agree On 
‘Sing’ Revival Changes. 


George S. Kaufman, co-author 
and director of the musical, “Of 
Thee I Sing,” would like to re- 
vive the Pulitzer Prize musical, 
but cannot do so. The reason is 
that the political satire, produced 
during the 1931-32 season, needs 
revision, but Kaufman figures that 
he and his collaborator, Morrie 
Ryskind, could not agree on the 
changes. So the revival is in abey- 
ance. Meanwhile, the authors have 
never sold the screen rights, so the 
property is presumably an indefi- 
nite potential for revival. 


The crux of the situation is that 
Kaufman and Ryskind, cordial 
friends when “Sing” was written, 
have steadily grown apart in po- 
litical philosophy. Kaufman, while 
not active politically and never 
identified with any causes or pres- 
sure groups, is known among his 
friends as an ardent “liberal.” 


Ryskind, on the other hand, has 
been reported as becoming more 
conservative and, in the iast few 
years has been identified with such 
organizations as the rightist Mo- 
tion Picture Alliance for the Pres- 
ervation of American Ideals. He 
was one of those named last fall 
as having helped prepare the 
speech Mrs. Lela Rogers delivered 
on a “Town Meeting” broadcast, 








} (Continued on page 55) 
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Pix Expect $4,000,000 in ECA Plan 
Of Dollar-Conversion From Abroad 





Washington, July 13. + 


Economic Cooperation Adminis- 
trator Paul G. Hoffman today (12) 
issued the rules and regulations, | 
which will govern the grants otf | 
guaranties under which investors 
in participating countries will be 
assured of the conversion into dol- 
lars of the proceeds from funds in- 
vested. Guaranties up to $10,000,- 
000 during the first year of ECA 
operations are provided for pic- 
ture, newspaper and other infor- 
mational media investments. Film 
industry anticipates receiving about 
$4,000,000. 

Issuance of these guaranties to 
film companies will be determined 
by compliance with these condi- 
tions: 

The investments must be. ap- 
proved by the administrator and by 
the participating countries con- 
cerned “as furthering the purposes 
of the joint program of European 
recovery.” 

They must- be new investments. | 
This means, according to ECA of- 
ficials, that only films shipped from 
now .on will be eligible for inclu- 
sion under the guaranty provision. 
Those films already in the coun- 
tries concerned, but still awaiting 
distribution to theatres, will not be 
eligible. 

Applications received from pro- 
ducers and distributors of infor- 
mation media, the announcement | 
pointed out, will be considered ‘‘in 
the light” of the intention ex- 
pressed by the House-Senate con- 
ference report on the ECA Act. 
The report stated that ‘the guar- 
anty might well apply to the con- 
vertibility of foreign currencies 
earned by the sale or exhibition of 
products of the industry, to the 
extent of the dollar cost of produc- 
tion wholly attributable to those 
specific products.” 

Door Left “nen? 

One sentence in the Hoffman an- 
nouncement raises the speculative 
possibility that the door has been | 
left open for some type of censor- 
ship of films, or at least a pro- 
cedure of selectivity if the appli- 
cations are considered on a film- 
by-film basis rather than a com- 
pany-by-company basis, a factor as 
yet undetcrmined. The sentence 
reads: “In view of the current con-— 
ditions in Europe, it is believed to | 
be particularly desirable at this 
time, in furtherance of the pur- 
poses of the Act, to obtain the 
widest possible circulation in Eu- 
rope of American informational 
media conveying a true under- 
standing of American institutions — 
and policy among the nations.” 

A spokesman for the Motion 
Picture Assn. of America suggested | 
that weighing of this pronounce- 
ment in light of past experience 
might show a possible trend. He | 
pointed out that films to be shown 
in occupied territories are picked 
by the occupation authorities from 
a list submitted by the distributors. 

In line with these speculations. 
it is also interesting to note that 
the Hoffman announcement stated 
that all applications will be: 
weighed in the light of the degree | 
to which a projected investment | 
would promote the “joint program 
of economic recovery within wide- 
spread geographical and industrial 
areas.” 

The announcement also pointed 
out that the act does not guarantee 
the transferability into dollars of 
any profits over and above the 
amount of dollars originally in- 
vested and specified in the con- 
tract. ECA also urged applicants 
te enter into negotiation with the 
appropriate participating coun-. 
tries “as soon as practicable,” and | 
to file applications ‘‘as promptly as 
possible.” 


Jr. Goldwyn’s French 
Prod. Via UA Distri 


Paris, July 13. 
Samuel Goldwyn, Jr., is current- 
ly here endeavoring to get set on 





putting his first film into produc- 


tion by Sept. 1. Pic is “Diplomatic | 
Passport,” written by John Baines, 
and will probably star Robert Cum- 
mings. Young Goldwyn is also 

i to sign a _ prominent 
Fiench actress and a top Italian 
actor. 

Goldwyn will be producer and 
also co-director. He plans to do 
most of his shooting on location in 
southern France. He _ recently 
signed a deal with United Artists 


fog distripution of the Sim 


Los Angeles, July 13. 
Mike Mazurki, wrestler-actor, 
filed a $400,000 damage suit in L.A. 
superior court against Dell Pub 
lishing Co., Ballyhoo : magazine, 
American News Co. and others. 
Plaintiff declares the January 
issue of Ballyhoo depicted him as 
half man-half woman, thereby 
damaging his ezreer on the screen 
and the wrestling mat. 


Favorable Decision In 
Rose’s Suit Now Permits 
Mason’s Entry Into Cal. 


Having finally clarified his con- 
tractual status, James Mason !eft 
Arizona last week and joined his 
actress-wife, Pamelo Kellino, in 
Hollywood, where she is due for 
motherhood shortly. The English 
actor’s legal affairs were straight- 
ened out when he won his suit in 
N. Y. federal court to invalidate 
his contract with David E. Rose, 
former Paramount head in Britain. 
Mason had been unable to sign any 
other contracts and had been liv- 
ing in Arizona because of a $1,760,- 





! 


| 


-— Giese + 





3 L6th Week ; 
KEN MURRAY’S 


“BLACKOUTS OF 1948” 
El Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 


Now Playing Nationally 


“BILL AND COO” 
Special Academy Award Winner 


Neil Vanderbilt s 
Trailer Closeup 
Of Europe Today 


Frankfort, July 5. 
Editor, VARIETY: 








Drive-Ins Now Face Overseatmg 
Danger; Booking Problems Snarled 


+ 





Censusing Drive-Ins 

With drive-ins the most im- 
portant current trend in thea- 
tre-building, Motion Picture 
Assn. of America this week 
set out to make a census of 
them. They. were incompletely 
surveyed by the MPAA in the 
report it made on regular 
theatres last May. 

About 185 were said - be 
operating at that time with a 
4 capacity of around 75,000. 








Rank’s New Demands 
On Olympix Agam 


lll-feelings over this summer's 
Olympic games in England and 
talk of boycott by American news- 
reel companies, which quieted over 
the past few months after assur- 
|ances of a square deal by J. Arthur 
‘Rank. have been revived again. 





|The peace bubble burst this week | 


when printed contracts laying 


'down the rules for coverage of the | 


linternational event reached film 
lcompany h.q. in N. Y. 

Reels had been mollified when 
Rank, who holds exclusive film 


* The drive-in theatre, lusty indus- 


,try postwar offspring, is on the 
| brink of becoming over-expanded. 
| Where in recent months the new 
| picture busimess infant had been 
| making regular neighborhood thea- 
| tre owners squirm, now the drive- 
|in operators themselves are start- 
ing to worry. 
| Fundamentally, it is a case of 
| overseating. Always dependent on 
| having a site im the center of a 
}large population area for a suc- 
| cessful operation, the drive-in pro- 
moters have overdone the concen- 
| tration in many such locations. Net 
result has been two or three 
| (sometimes four and five) drive-ins 
| where only one had made a success 
‘of it before. As a consequence, 
where two. drive-ins are operating 
experience has 


° iin a fixed area, 
Rile U. S. Newsr eelers Shown that grosses are trimmed 


nearly 50° at both spots. And the 
percentage of decline increases 
| proportionately for each new oui- 
| door theatre in a specified area. 


Big trouble is that this success- 
; ful new enterprise has attracted 
'too many into the business. Drive- 
in operators find that to be most 
successful they must have a popu- 
lation of near 125,000 within a 
| radius of 24 miles, the outdoor op- 
erations requiring a larger popula- 
lation to support it than regular 
theatres. 


| 000 damage suit filed against him 
'in California by Rose. 


Have been travelling several 
weeks through Belgium, Holland 
and western Germany in my trail- 
er. Wally Byam, from Los An- 
Federal Judge John C. Knox, cli- | geles, weer 100 bn eo —— 
maxing a legal battle of more than | y ae eg we. have added 
a year and a half. In a 27-page | .ome locally grown produce of the 
be Apr naghe the jurist Tuled that the | countryside. We eat in practically 
actor’s agreement with Rose, signed | the entire time as we are both 
in June, 1946, was “too incomplete | pretty fair cooks We find the 
to constitute a binding contract,” | Cudahy bacon and the Hormel 
because “its ultimate purpose was| hams are excellent; so are the 
the development of plans requiring | Rath cocktail sausages. 
the use of large sums of money,” | {pm Holland we did a great barter- 
but that it failed to set forth suf- | trade in the farm-country. Every 
ficient “details of organization, op- | night we pulled into a different 
eration and control of the corpora- | farmhouse. People don’t want 
tion.” Knox dismissed Rose’s'| money for their wares but they do 
counterclaim for $1,760,000 dam- want US cigarets, chocolate, soap. 
ages and also tossed out Mason’s Thus thrice weekly (during milk 
supplementary cause of action, rationing), we were able to get 
namely, that in case the contract | Yogurt for 2 or 3 cigarets a bottle. 
with Rose was declared valid, Rose | We bought a pound of butter for 
had breached it two packages of Marvel cigarets; 

Before the filing of Mason’s suit | 29 Edam cheese for seven packs of 
in New York, Rose brought an ac- | Luckies; a large 10 lb Limburg 
tion in California to prevent the | Cheese for 2 packages of Ivory. 
actor from making any contractual | G®t’s cheese was cheaper—a bar 
commitments with anyone else and Of Hershey's ‘with nuts), for 2 Ibs. 


asking damages for alleged breach of it. In Volendam, where we 





The verdict in favor of Mason | 
was issued last Wednesday (7) by 


of contract. However, Mason was 
not in California and could not be 
served with papers. He continued 
to remain outside the state until 
the New York decision in his favor 
last week, although Miss Kellino 
has been back and forth several 
times between California and Ari- 
zona. According to Mason’s attor- 
ney, Louis D. Frohlich, the favor- 
able verdiet in New York clears up 
the case in California. 


REX HARRISON MAY DO 
MAX ANDERSON PLAY 








parked right alongside the Zuyder 
Zee, a farmer felt my tired out, old 
wool undershirt and wanted to 
trade me a milch-goat for it!!! We 
got a loaf of bread at Alksmeer 
(Continued on page 20) 


AMUS. STOCKS DIPPED 
$53,505,624 IN JUNE 


A casualty of both uncertain 
economic conditions throughout 
the U. S. and slipping quarterly 





| profit reports, amusement stocks 
| during 


the month of June slid 
$53,505,624 on the New York Stock 


| Exchange. All entertainment stocks 


Joining the trek of other film | listed on the big board—and that 


stars to the legit stage over the includes major film companies, 
past year, Rex Harrison is serious- |'@dio networks and disk outfits— 
lv eyeing Maxwell Anderson’s new | fell to a total value of $708,172,914 
play, “Anne of the Thousand ©” June 30 against this year’s high 
Days.” as a Bruadway vehicle in °f $76 1,678,538 at the close of May. 
the fall. Play is slated to be pro-| Average price of amusement 
duced by the Playwrights Co. in shares dipped to $17.10 per share 
association with Leland Hayward. | #8#inst $18.39 in May and $17.08 
Harrison, under contract to 20th-|2t the end of April. Postwar low 


Fox, would first have to get studio |" these stocks came in February © 


permission to do the play. | when total market evaluation was 
During the last season, roster of | $997.576,683. Shares climbed 
Hollywood thespers in Broadway | Sharply in March to hit $714,840,- 


legiters included Ingrid Bergman | 984; sloughed off slightly in April; 
_in “Joan of Lorraine,” John Gar- 
\field in “Skipper Next to God,” 
Marsha Hunt in “Joy to the 
World,” Henry Fonda in “Mister 
Roberts,” Basil Rathbone in “The 
Heiress, Paul Kelly in “Command 
Decision,” ete. 


Report Due on Berne 
Washington, July 13. 
The three observers that the 
State Department assigned to at- 
tend the Berne International Copy- 
right Convention in Brussels re- 
_turned to this country last week. 
| The department is expected to is- 
sue a statement as regards their 
report within the coming week. 
___ The U. S. is not a member of the 
Convention but has always had 





some one representing this country 


ppeband for the, deliberatons,..., , , 


22 





and hit the jackpot in May. 


Giant Air Spec Expected To 
Further Dent B.O. in N.Y. 


The International Air Exposition, 
to be held at Idlewild airport, 
N. Y., July 31 to Aug. 8, will join 
the list of counter-attractions cut- 
ting into summer film boxoffice re- 
ceipts. Gigantic display of U. S. 
air power plus the pop priced scale 
for tickets to the exposition is ex- 
pected to be the big show biz lure 
for that week. 

Exposition will inaugurate the 
commemoration of New York City’s 
50th Anniversary Golden Jubilee 
and will mark the official dedica- 
tion of the N. Y. International Air- 
port at Idlewild. Grover A. Whalen 
is handling the Jubilee’s observ- 
ance. 





res ig SVM a4 


"Zales | - were fe 


rights to shooting the Olympies, 
promised Yank companies they! js that smart drive-in operators 
would be permitted reasonable | mainly demand only comedies, ad- 
| coverage on payment of a flat fee | venture films or westerns. Sophis- 
for the privilege. That amount was | ticated fare doesn’t go with family- 
reportedly $4,000 for each of the type patrons the drive-ins attract. 
five companies. Contract now be-| Comedy vehicles like “It Had to Be 
‘fore the reels requires the Yanks' you” have done the best biz in 
ito share an unfixed allocation of many situations. To further draw 
production costs. . . family trade, many outdoor spots 

Companies are particularly | sjash their scales for children up 


One bright spot for distributors 





peeved since all shooting will be} jo 12 years, 
‘handled by one of Ranks subsids, | Big Candy Sales Take 
‘formed to film the Olympics with ; er 
ino supervision of expenditures by | Also some drive-in operators fig- 
‘the reels. The Yanks, on their part, UP¢ they are getting people who 
|must each advance 3,000 pounds | 40n't ordinarily attend a film thea- 
| ($12,000) for costs. This is a pre-| ‘Te. Zz Susves showing that six 
‘liminary payment with the actual | Out of every 10 drive-in patrons 
| amount allocated to be determined | #7¢ those seldom attending a film 
l later | Show. In addition, the family group 
Other provisos of the pact have | attendance also is cashed in by op- 
x air sizzling. One of these Crators providing plenty of food, 
‘limits the companies to 1,000 feet drinks, ete., for their patrons. It is 
and to only one issue weekly. Rank | ©Stimated that an average drive- 
has taken elaborate precautions to '® that grosses $4,000 weekly often 
prevent competition with his. takes in an additional $1,200 via its 
Olympic Games feature which he | CMcessions, drive-ins figuring to 
plans to release both in England | take in double the amount most 
and U. S. One of these is to bar| lm houses do. All of which ex- 
the use of more than 50 feet for | Plains why it is not unusual for a 


beckgromd matter after the | "11 ‘Ste two reasons aavenced 
games. ; van 
It is still a tossup whether the a the sole spread of drive-ins. 
American age nd a the — ner tos _ cota weeny —. Ps gon 
take the co unge. e 
Yanks are toath, right cate buck erection of theatres. This meant 
Rank on the subject, and their/ that drive-ins got the green light 
British newsreel subsids which | a Page a a 
ith his theatres want to go, . Tha 
peo th cab /most states reporting about four 
Several months back, Universal | regular - type theatres planned or 
sapped a beycett Sy setuling 's) | ROMS er rome for tne raged 
Pt a tags obcsas ack. postwar outdoor theatre expansion 
‘holder. | was the mounting cost of construc- 


: tion. A theatre costing $300,000 to- 
BRITISH REELERS ALSO 
RILED ON GAMES STANC 


London, July 6. 

Newsreel Assn. of Britain called 
a full-scale meeting this week of 
all its members to discuss final de- 
tails of their arrangements for film- 
ing the Olympic Games. For the 
| privilege of taking newsreel shots 
f the Olympic Games, the five 
major British newsreel companies 





day could have been built for 
$200,000 two years ago. The aver- 
‘age 800-car drive-in costs about 
' $180,000. Smaller capacity spots 
| are put up for less. 


Venezuelan Prez Into 
American Pic Industry 


Romulo Gallegos, president of 
Venezuela, who is in the U. S. on 
; official business, has plunged into 
will have to pay $8,000 each. And | the film biz as a by-product of his 
they aren’t happy about it because trek. Venezuelan heac of state has 
the films will have to be pooled ja piece in a projected Hollywood 
with no one company able to get filmization of his best selling novel, 











a scoop or an exclusive. 
According to the trade, $8.000 
will be a small amount for the 
companies to pay because it would 
certainly have cost much more to 
have filmed the Games on their 
own account. That is always sup 
posing they could get the extra 
staff and equipment most certainly 
needed for such a big job. 


Lizzie’s Showbiz Beatload 

Queen Elizabeth docks today 
(Wed.) in New York after an At- 
lantic crossing carrying its usual 
quota of show business personali- 
ties. Aboard the liner are Raymond 
Massey, Jean Hersholt and Janis 
Carter. 

Other passengers inelude Valen- 
tina Cortese, Italian film actress, 
and Christopher Isherwood, Brit- 
ish author. ~ 
| 
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|“Dona Barbara,” as one of the 
|terms in a deal closed shis week. 
|He has sold film rights to the 
‘yarn to Trans-World Films, recent- 


by Jaeques Grinieff. 

Grinieff won't film the book for 
some time yet, as he is going ahead 
with other projects first “Barbara” 
‘interiors will be shet in Hol- 
lywood while exteriors will be 
lensed in Venezuela. Production 
budget of $1,500,000 is set for the 
film. , 

Novel, originally published in 
1931, has already been made in @ 
Spanish-language pie version by 
Casa Loma films, Mexican com 
pany. President Gallegos was 
repped by Jose R. Gutierrez, 
while agents for Trans-World were 
John W. Darr and John Krimsky 
,of the Institute ef Public Relations. 
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|ly-formed producing outfit headed 
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Enterprise's Bank of America Loan 
Agreement Extended; Prod. Costs 


Enterprise is reported to have? 
received a limited extension of its 
loan agreement with the Bank of 
America despite losses of some- 
thing around $2,000,000 on its ini- 
tial group of five pictures. Origi- 
nal revolving credit, which was 
supposed to have made available 
to the David Loew-Charles Einfeld 
unit up to $10,000,000, expired 
June 30. | 

Films made by Ent under the 
loan reportedly represented about 
$10,950,000 in negative cost, plus 
another $1,500,000 or thereabouts 
in prints and advertising. Their 
total income from domestic and 
foreign, when all returns are in— 
which will take some years—is es- 
timated at $13,750,000. Subtracting 
a minimum 25% distribution fee 
from that, the net is around $10,- 
310,000, against the total costs of 
approximately $12,450,000. 

Bank of America is understood 
to have decided on continued co- 
operation with Enterprise in an 
endeavor to help it salvage the 
maximum possible out of the pic- 
tures and to assure getting its own 
money back. With this in view, 
new loan 4 ,,eement is said to be 
very limited in character. 

Metro’s Lineup 

The new financing is being used 
to complete “No Minor Vices,” 
which has finished shooting and is 
now in the final technical phases 

(Continued on page 12) 


C. P. Skouras Disclaims 
Top Pay Sweepstakes; 
Major Coin in Escrow 


Case of Charles P. Skouras, head 
of National Theatres, presents the 
puzzler of what makes the Treas- 
ury Dept. tick when it releases 
yearly publicity on salaries gar- 
nered by top figures in American 
industry. Skouras was billed last 
week by the revenuers as the top 
earner in the U. S. for 1946 with 
paychecks totalling $985,300. Actu- 
ally, the NT topper earned only his 
basic salary of $135,200 during that 
year which would place him way 
down the list, it has been learned. 

As part of the settlement of the 
minority stockholders actions 
brought against him and his aides 
Frank (Rick) Ricketson, Jr., Elmer 
C. Rhoden and Harold J. Fitzgerald, 
Skouras waived all bonuses and 
extra compensation for 1946 and 
1947. Amount passed by him 
totalled $1,500,000, leaving Skouras 
only the basic $135,200 for each 
year. Another $200,000 remains in 
20th-Fox coffers because of a simi- 
lar waiver by Ricketson, Rhoden 
and Fitzgerald. 

Waiver won't become final until 
the compromise of the stockholder 
action receives judicial approval 
when it comes up for hearings be- 
fore the N. Y. supreme court Aug. 
13. Nonetheless, the quartet of 
execs have not received any of the 
extra coin because 20th’s board 
froze the compensation (a _ per- 
centage of NT profits) when the 
stockholder actions were first 
brought several years ago. 

Undoubtedly, with the Skouras 
defection, top-paid figure in the 
industry during *46 was Louis B. 
Mayer, Metro production chief, 
who collected over $500,000 for the 


year. 


H’ wood Would Like This 


Mexico City, July 6. 

Mayor Fernando Casas Aleman, 
of Mexico City, has issued a de- 
cree forgiving Mexican producers, 
studios and distributors the debts 
they owe the municipal govern- 
ment and exempting them from 
city mercantile taxes. This leaves 
only federal imposts, which aren't 
many and not very heavy. 

Exemptees must be Mexicans 
and members in good standing of 
the Assn. of Mexican Picture Pro- 
ducers and Distributors. There’s 
word that the federal government 
.also plans to aid the trade by par- 
doning it of coin due the ministry 
of finance and to free it of national 


taxes. 














Nicholas M. Schenck 


(President of Loew’s, Inc.) 
weighs the problem 
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N.Y. Circuits Nix 
Dating Brit. Pix; 
Lack B.O. Sock 


British pix which have always 
found the going tough ‘in the hin- 
terlands are now meeting an al- 
most equally harrowing experience 
in New York, their potentially best 
market. Neither Loew’s nor RKO 
circuits, the‘ first-run chains in 
Gotham, have played an offering 
of J. Arthur Rank, chief British 
producer, since “Black, Narcissus” 
which made the rounds in January 
of this year. 

Both circuits have shied away 
from Rank’s product on the ground 
that the films offered lately are not 
strong enough to fit in the long end 
of the week. Number of Rank’s 
films have been turned down on 
the short end while others were 
offered positions at the bottom 
of the dual bill. Those proffers 
have been nixed by Universal and 
Eagle Lion, Rank’s U. S. distribs, 
because the booking would result 
in next to no money. 

Because of the peculiar dating 
system in New York, rejection of a 
film by RKO and Loew’s generally 

(Continued on page 4) 


ZANUCK’S WAR DEPT. 
MISSION INTO GERMANY 


Paris, July 13. 

Darryl F. Zanuck, 20th-Fox pro- 
duction chief currently making a 
tour of Europe, will also visit Ger- 
many on a mission for the U. S. 
War Department. During the last 
war, he held the rank of colonel 
in the Army’s film division. 

Due in London on Aug. 12, Zan- 
uck will be feted at an all-industry 
luncheon sponsored by the Cine- 
matograph Exhibitors Assn., the 
Kinematograph Renters Society 
= the British Film Producers 

ssn. 


Jessel’s New 20th Deal 
Includes Fisher Bio 


George Jessel’s new 5-year deal 
as a producer with 20th Century- 
Fox eliminates the necessity of 
his six-month hiatuses to do a 
little personal “cleaning-up” on 
personals, such as those $7,500 and 
$10,000 per-week engagements in 
the New York and Florida niteries 
last year. Darryl Zanuck, 20th- 
Fox production boss, found such 
time-out provisos untenable and 
even though Jessel might be be- 
tween-pictures, the studio chief 
prefers he (Jessel) be always on 
the lot. 

As part of this readjustment, an 
indie deal which the producer had 
simmering with Eagle Lion for a 
filmization of the Fred Fisher saga 
now becomes a 20th-Fox property. 
It’s titled “Oh, You Beautiful 
Doll,” from one of Fisher’s best 
known songs. 

Jessel has a flock of other show 

(Continued on page 47) 
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TALKING A DEAL 


Hollywood, July 13. 

Metro prexy Nicholas M. | 
Schenck made a hush-hush flying | 
trip to the Coast last week to hud- | 
dle top Metro execs, on a deal by 
which Dore Schary, former RKO 
production veepee, may become 
No. 2 man on the M-G lot to pro- 
duction chief Louis B. Mayer. 

Schenck, in over the weekend, 
powwowed with Schary, Mayer, 
M-G veepee-general counsel J. 
Robert Rubin and veepee-treasurer 
Charles C. Moskowitz, plus Music 
Corp. of America prez Lou Was- 
serman, at the home of Joe 
Schenck. Talks centered on the 
possibility of Schary taking charge 
of general production at the stu- 
dio. 

During the week, meanwhile, 
the Metro execs held protracted 
confabs on renewed retrenchments 
at the studio in an effort to cut 
production costs to the bone. Stu- 
dio personnel would be drastically 
trimmed, which would give Schary 
an entirely new setup when and 
if he accepts the Metro offer. 

Metro became interested in 
Schary last week when he and 
Mayer breakfasted at the studio. 
It was as a result of that confab 
that Schenck made his secret trip 
to the Coast. He returned to New 
York after the huddles. 

It’s understood that the deal 
with Schary would call for him 

(Continued on page 47) 


ERIC JOHNSTON BACK IN 
D.C. ON FILM PROBLEMS 


Washington, July 13. 

Eric Johnston, who has been va- 
cationing at his home in Spokane, 
Wash., for the past 10 days, is due 
back in Washington, D. C., tomotr 
row (Thursday) for a meeting of 
the advisory council of the Eco- 
nomic Cooperation Administration 
(Marshall plan agency), to which 
he was recently named. 

It is expected that with the re- 
turn to the east of the Motion 
Picture Assn. of America prexy, 
further meetings of company top- 
pers will be set to discuss the Brit- 
ish quota, the Anglo-U. S. films 
agreement and J. Arthur Rank’s 
playing time restrictions. No meet- 
ings have been held since July 1. 

Next session will hear a firsthand 
report from John McCarthy, asso- 
ciate chief of the MPAAA interna- 
tional division, who got back last 
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Indie Bankrollers 
Shy from Stupid 
Releasing Delays 


Multi-million-dollar New York 
syndicate, which had planned to go 
into large-scale second-money 
financing of indie filmmaking, has 
all but dropped the idea, according 
to Stanley A. Katcher, attorney for 
the would-be angels. Katcher said 
an investigation of the indie pro- 
duction field had indicated the 
time lag was “so stupidly long” be- 
fore a picture’s release that prom- 
ised returns on investment weren’t 
sufficient to make the project 
worthwhile. 

Katcher re@ently returned to 
New York from the Coast, where 
he spoke with producers, bankers, 
distrib execs, rental lots and others 
who have an interest in indie pro- 
duction. As a result of the survey 
he said, “the idea isn’t dead, but 
it’s awfully sick.” 

Attorney represents a group 
which has been operating for some 
time in the field of commercial 
financing. Group was looking for 


additional outlets for its coin and || 


thus commissioned its counsel to 
investigate the film field. Its New 
York operation is similar to that of 
Ideal Factoring, headed by Martin 
Hersh, which for a while was high- 
ly active in film financing, but in 
the past year has found its loans 





week from London. 


(Continued on page 47) 





National Boxoffice Survey 


Heat Wave Clips Post-Holiday Trade—‘Waltz,’ 


‘Parade,’ ‘Apache,’ ‘Island,’ ‘Street’ Week’s Big Six 


Torrid weather, which is clip- 
ping grosses in many key cities cov- 
ered by Variety this week, is fail- 
ing to make much dent on the 


front-running champ, ‘Emperor 
Waltz’ (Par). Despite soaring 
temperatures, the Bing Crosby- 


Joan Fontaine starrer should wind 
up week with $379,000 in main 
keys, not far from smash total of 
preceding stanza. 

Far in the rear in actual coin but 
hinting real future possibilities is 
“Easter Parade” (M-G), which is 
copping second position in the 
weekly boxoffice derby. In three 
keys along the Atlantic seaboard, 
where sweltering weather is worst. 
it shapes fine to great. Outstand- 
ing biz is being done by N.Y. 
Loew’s State, with great second 
stanza after record opener. 

Third place goes to “Fuller 
Brush Man” (Col), moving up after | 
being in the chips for three suc- 
cessive weeks. “Ft. Apache” (RKO) 
continues to register big trade, 
making third week it has finished 
fourth or higher in national 
standings. 

Strong fifth position winner is 
“On Island With You” (M-G), with 
big to fancy grosses in six keys. 
“Street With No Name” (20th), 
while getting comparatively high 
total of coin, is not showing socko 
results in several cities now 








playing. 





Remainder of business is widely 
cut up, with “Canon City” (EL), 
“Up in Central Park” (U), “Ro- 
mance High Seas” (WB), ‘Regards 
to Broadway” (20th) and ‘‘Coroner 
Creek” (Col) best of runner-up 
films in that order. “Canon,” in- 
cidentally, is showing high prom- 
ise, being sock on three-theatre 
Denver preem and _ surprisingly 
strong in N.Y. despite heat wave. 


“Paradine Case” (SRO), just get- 
ting started, shapes sock in one 
key and nice in a second one. “Best 
Years” (RKO), now out on pop- 
scale runs, will show sturdy tak- 
ings in two cities, strong trade in 
two others and fine biz in a fifth. 
“Dream Girl” (Par) looks strictly 
no dice in L.A. but rates okay ses- 
sion in Washington, D.C. “Gallant 
Legion” (Rep) looks fine in latter 
city. 

“Foreign * Affair” (Par), which 
preemed at N.Y. Paramount a week 
ago, still is big in sécond frame. 
Light comedy, which got a terrific 
word-of-mouth buildup after a fine 
advance, shapes as a real comer. 
“Feudin,’ Fightin’’ (U) teed off 
nicely in Omaha. 

“Raw Deal” (EL), doing well in 
N.Y., is not big in St. Louis. ‘Hat- 
ter’s Castle” (Par) is okay in 
Minneapolis. 


iit Boxoffice Reports ‘on 


Pages 8-9) 


Hughes’ Open-Door to All Indies 


Hollywood, July 13. 

With successor of Dore Schary 
at the RKO lot to remain undecid- 
ed until Oct. 1, Howard Hughes, 
company’s controlling stockholder, 
opened the door wide for top qual- 
ity indie producers to release 
through RKO. Hughes, at a board 
of directors’ meeting over the 
weekend, said the company will 
give indie product the same selling 
attention it accords own pix. it's 
unknown whether Hughes intends 
to partially finance the indies but 
all physical facilities of studio will 
be granted them. 

New exec producer to replace 
Schary will probably stay up in the 
air until Oct. 1 when the produc- 
tion schedule will be arranged. 
Hughes is now going over story 
properties, deciding which of the 
inventory should be made within 
the year.. It’s also likely he'll use 
several stories he owned as an in- 
dependent producer with view of 
utilizing talent he has contracted 
including Jane Russell, Jack Beutel 
and others. 

RKO directors, headed by exec 
vice-prexy Ned Depinet, leave to- 
day (Tues.) for the east following 
final meetings here and will as- 
semble again at a_ stockholders 
meeting Aug. 31 in New York. Ses- 
sion on the Coast was mostly de- 
voted to investigation of what 
economies could be 
There’s a_ slight chance _ that 
Schary’s successor may be named 
at the next stockholders meeting. 

Malcolm Kingsberg, head of 
RKO’s theatre operations, leaves 
for San Francisco today after 
briefing Hughes on circuit matters, 
He'll return east from Frisco. 


Arthur Freed’s N.Y. Huddle 


Metro producer Arthur’ Freed is 
scheduled to arrive in New York 
from the Coast some time this 
week for huddles with Betty Com- 
den and Adolph Green, who 
scripted Freed’s next production, 
“The Barkleys of Broadway.” 

He'll be accompanied by dance 
director Robert Alton, who set the 
dance routines for Freed’s “Easter 
Parade.” 
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UA Burned at Rank’s ‘Insulting 
207, Rental Bid for ‘Sleep, My Love’ 





Allegedly “insulting” 
for “Sleep, My Love” has heaped | 
fuel on United Artists’ burn at the | 
British producer and theatre op-| 
erator. Result may be a definite 
decision by UA’s board, meeting in 
New York today (Wednesday), to} 


go ahead with the legal action 
against Rank which it has been) 
mulling. 


Rank offered a flat 20° rental 
for the pic, produced by Triangle 
Productions, the Mary Pickford- 
Buddy Rogers-Ralph Cohn unit. 
Figure particularly rankled UA 
and other American distribs, since 
Rank just inaugurated new terms 
for rental of his own pix by indie | 
exhibs in Britain. These cal! for a | 
sliding scale of 35% to 55% for 
ail his features. 

Rank’s 20° offer was in one 
sense an advance for UA, since 
prier to that the British operator 
had refused any playdates to the 
company’s films. It is for that rea- 
son that UA has had counsel in 
Britain working over the law books 


rental ¢ 
ferms offered by J. Arthur Rank | 


| 


Wilson’s Nix to CEA 


London, July 13. 

Bitter objections raised by 
the Cinematograph Exhibitors 
Assn. to the new 45% quota 
for Britain will probably fall 
unheard when the CEA meets 
with Harold Wilson, president 
of the Board of Trade next 
Monday (19). Wilson has 
warned the group that he will 
not discuss proposed variations 
of the quota when he sees the 
deputation. His point is that it 
is no longer open to discussion 
since it has already been 
agreed upon by Parliament. 

Understood CEA had intend- 
ed to stress the difficulties of 
indie exhibs in fulfilling the 
quota which requires a 45% 
ratio for the home product. 
CEA wanted to urge the taking 
of a lenient view by the 
Board. 








to learn if there was a cause of | 
ection Bacher Battle 


Legal suit would be based on 


Rank’s refusal to grant considera- 
tion to UA in its position as a 
stockholder in his Odeon circuit. Vy 


Rank claims the company is only 
a minority shareholder and’ thus 
he can do as te wishes. UA’s at- 
terneys think it has a fairish 
chance of coming out with a deci- 
sion in British law courts, since | 


the company is not actually a mi- | 
a 50%! 


nerity stockholder, but 
owner of Odeon Cinema Holding 
Corp., parent of the circuit-owning 
company. 

Pros and Cons 

UA board has been split be- 
tween a radical and conservative 
side on the question of taking Rank 
to court. Radicals have wanted im- 
mediate action, while the conserva- 
tives have favored continued nego- 
tiation. The ‘“Sieep, My Love” in- 
cident is expected to lend weight 
to those who want the company’s 
British counsel instructed to go to 
court at once. 

Sam Dembow, Jr., sales rep for 
Triangle, is a member of the UA 
board, which will undoubtedly car- 
ry weight at the meeting. He is- 
sued a sharp statement last Thurs- 
day (‘8), in which he _ termed 
Rank’s policy ‘“perfidious.”” He in- 
dicated his belief that terms should 


With Indie Unit 
Hollywood, July 13. 
David O. Selznick’s battle with 
‘William Bacher last week marked 
DOS’ second feud within a month 
| with indie units working under his 
‘banner. Selznick refused to ailow 
a trio of his stars to appear for 
the scheduled start of shooting 
yesterday (Monday) of “If This Be 
My Harvest,” to be made by 
Bacher’s Trinity unit fer Selznick 
Releasing Organization § distribu- 
tion. 
Bacher declared the matter was 
in the hands of his attorneys and 


was threatening Iegal action. 
Equally miffed at Selznick for a 
last-minute cancellation a month 


, ago, but convinced that DOS was 
on solid legal ground in his ac- 
|tion, were producers Edward A. 
‘and Robert S. Golden, who were 
‘to have made “What Every Young 
‘Bride Should Know,” with Shirley 
Temple and John Agar. 

Setznick’s w.k penchant for per- 


a 


N. Y. Circuits 


Continued from page 3 


pen 

lite means few bookings in other 
‘local circuits such as Randforce, 
| Skouras or Century which follow 
ithe two. affiliates. 
play product clearing the first-run 
circuits and usually do not have 
‘playtime available for pix failing to 
imake the RKO-Loew’s grade. 

| Prestige unit of Universal, which 
‘handles Rank’s artier product, is 
\also hard hit by the current resist- 
lance to Anglo imports. Outfit is 
‘finding it difficult to book the pix 
in subsequent-run sureseaters 
New York and a few other urban 
centers which formerly were its 
best markets. 

Payoff on the recent allergy of 
‘the two Ne®W York affiliates to 
British pix is the moveover of 
“Jassy” from the showcase Winter 
Garden to the smal! Park Ave. the- 
latre. “Jassy” is currently playing 
the latter house. ““‘Dear Murderer,” 
‘another Rank import which has al- 
iready played the Winter Garden, 
| will follow “Jassy” at the Park 
| Ave. 
| Both RKO and Loew's have a 
/rule against first-run moveovers 
|which bans any film from their cir- 
‘cuits if that action is taken. U 
took the step for “Jassy” and ‘“Mur- 
\derer’ after the two circuits re- 
‘jected the films. U is now dicker- 
‘ing with the circuits on “Bad Sis- 
ter,’ another recent Rank release 
\which finished a first run at the 
| Winter Garden. 





ithe Park Ave. 


' 
| 


C.J, LATTA SUBS FOR 








These chains! 


If ditched by the | 
two circuits, it will also transfer to | 


Film badestiy’ Publicity Offensive 
- Swings Into Action on Several Fronts 





} 


b 





Hollywood, July 13. 
Charles Vidor was assigned by 
Harry Cohn to direct Columbia's 
\film version of “Born Yesterday,” 
islated for fall production. 
Garson Kanin play has been 
|gathering dust on the Columbia 


in| shelf for months. Rita Hayworth is 


mentioned for the Judy Holliday 
role. 





Bank Claims Lie 


| 
! 


Also on Cutt 





z 


Benedict Bogeaus has run into a 
istymie on a plan for making a new 


Pena out of the pieces of a pre- 
| vious one left on the cutting room 
‘floor. The bank which financed 
ithe original film claims it owns a 
share of the leftovers. As a result, 
Bogeaus can’t get the financing 
necessary to complete a_ picture 
out of the old scissored parts. 

| Film involved is “On Our Merry 
| Way,” which was formerly titled 
|“ Miracle Can Happen.” It orig- 


{ 





— AILING MILDER IN ENG. exch’ with’ aimerent set of stars 


London, July 13. 


C. J. Latta, former manager for 


| 
| Warner Bros. circuit in the Albany, | 
N. Y.. zone, has been named by | 


| Max Milder as his alternate on the 
'board of the Associated British 
Pictures Cerp. Miider, serrously 
ill, resigned last week as managing 
| director in England for WB, which 
| holds a large interest in ABPC. 

| Arthur S. Abeles. Jr., has taken 


| Milder’s place as WB topper here, 
| but Latta has been brought over to 
| specialize in watching the com- 
|pany’s theatre interests. D. J. 
| Goodlatte is continuing as acting 
|managing director of the Asso- 
ciated British Circuit, also a WB 
affiliate, during Milder’s absence. 
| Robert Clark has been named to 
‘sub for the former WB chief here 


|as executive producer. 


} 





be closer to 40% than 20%. ‘fection in scripts was apparently 
I am flatly rejecting the Rank responsible for the Bacher cancel- | 
offer,” said Dembow. “His perfidi- jation as well as the Goldens’. In 
ous policy of playing major Ameri- refusing to allow Alida Valli, Rob- London, July 13. 
can motion picture interest off ert Mitchum and Louis Jourdan to| An all-out, united attack against 
against one another in the hope | appear before the cameras for the entertainment tax and a plea 


Brit. Exhibs Ask Tax Cut 


of obtaining outstanding product “fjarvest,” Selznick said the script |for slashing the bite is being 


at ridiculously low prices 
jeopardizing the last vestiges of 
good will remaining between the 
British and American film industry. 
If I must be thrown a bone, let 
there at least be some semblance 
of meat on it... . As a direct re- 
sult of Rank’s outrageous offer, I 
have no alternative but to: imme- 
diately plan for the release of the 


is'was not rewritten as requested, planned by the 


“consistent with our policy of 
jealously guarding roles for stars 
i'we have developed.”” The state- 
ment added that Bacher was agree- 
‘ing with Selznick on one hand 
that he'd rewrite the script, while 
telling the bank on the other hand 
ithat the screenplay was final. 

| Bacher replied that Trinity had 


film throughout the British Isles | “¢yifiiied every requirement” and 


in independent theatres only.” 
4th Cireuit—Indies Only 
Another item to come before the 
board is a plan by exec 


2 fourth circuit, consisting of only 
This would be oe | 


indie houses. 


tablished in competition with 


Rank’s Odeon and Gaumont-Brit- | 
ish webs and Warner Bros.’ Asso- 
ciated British Circuit. 


UA prez Grad Sears, who re- 
turned from.a week's visit to Hol- 
lywood over the weekend, is also 
slated to report to the board on 


(Continued on page 16) 


wis ile ae Byit, Exhibs Up in Arms Over Plan 
Of Producers to Police 45% Quota 


' 


London, July 13. 
Announcement by the British 
Films Producers Assn. last week of 
its plan to call “copper” on any 
exhib not living up to the new 45° 


results of his trip. He was in ne- Quota was like pouring petrol over 
gotiation with Howard Hughes on an already blazing fire. Coming on 
two of the latter's films, which |the eve of a rump meeting of indie 
hughes would like to get back |theatre operators today (Tuesday) 
from UA before they go into re-| and a session of the Cinemato- 
lease, as he desires to distribute graph Exhibitors Assn. with J. 





Cinematograph 


Exhibitors Assn., the Kinemato- 





‘tional Assn. of Theatrical Kine 
Employees. The three organiza- 
jtions are currently preparing a 
joint case to be presented to the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
Reduction would apply to 1949. 
Sir Stafferd Cripps, Chancellor, 
has refused to take action this 
year. 


'“with tainted evidence.” He said 


_the move would be strongly pro-| 


tested to Harold Wilson, B. of T. 
prez. 


prejudice the Rank-CEA talks to- | 
|morrow. Already expected to be 


loaded with fireworks when exhibs 
come face-to-face with the man 
they think primarily responsible 


for the high quota and the in- 


them through RKO, of which he Arthur Rank tomorrow, the BFPA | ereased terms now being asked for 


recently acquired controlling inter- Statement touched off another 
est. Sears also huddled with a num- Dlaze of bitterness and recrimina- 
ber of indies on possible distribu- tion by exhibs against Rank. 
tion deals and will present results| Theatremen were’ labeling as 
of the negotiations to the board. Gestapo and OGPU tacties the 
plan disclosed by Sir Henry 
‘French, director general of the 
Rep’s 6-Mo Net $236 832 BPA. for setting up a “fact-find- 
- 5 ,ing” department to check pro- 
Republic’s net profit for the half- grams played in every cinema. Any 
year ended April 26 drepped to found not abiding by the quota, he 
$236,832. The 26-week take rep- added, wouid be reported to the 
resents a 60° decline, since Rep Board of Trade. 
during the comparative period of | W. R. Fuller, general secretary 
1946-47 corralled $656,298. of the CEA,- declared that the 
Company's income before taxes BFPA was acting like “a common 
$396,832. informer” in going to the B. of T. ! 








came 


‘nouncement, said that 


his pictures, session is now certain 
to be a bitter one. 
‘Nething Sinister’ 
Producers said they were uncon- 


‘cerned over the exhibitor reaction. 


They claim the policing proposal 
was originated by Rank, who in- 
tended to run the “fact-finding 
bureau” himself, before the plan 
was officially adopted by the 
BFPA. They said that there was 


‘nothing sinister in the proposal, as 


the information can be culled from 
the local press. ‘ 
Sir Henry, in making his an- 
nent, s. d_ producers 
(Continued on page 20) 


graph Renters Society and the Na- | 


Development undoubtedly will | 


iIn editing it, Bogeaus decided to 
‘eliminate one sequence starring 
‘Charles Laughton. 


| His idea now is to shoot a be- 
ginning znd an end for the Laugh- 
(ton footage and issue it as a fea- 
‘ture in itself. Security-First Na- 
tional Bank of Los Angeles, which 
financed “Miracle.” claims, how- 
| ever, that it has a first lien on any- 
thing leit*‘over from shooting of 
ithe film, just as it does on the film 
itself. It has no objection, of 
| course, to Bogeaus going through 
'with his scheme, but it wants to 
get out cf the new pic whatever of 
,its coin it may not bail out of the 
| original. 

| That’s agreeable to Bogeaus ex- 
‘cept for one thing, no bank will 
advance him the money required 
for the additional shooting and 
editing while another bank has a 
first lien on the resulting picture. 
Incideatally, the change of label 
from “Miracle Can Happen” to “On 
| Our Merry Way” continues to be 
|a miracle in itself at the b.o. Pie, 
}in test dates under the original 
/moniker, appeared doomed but 
with the name switch it has gotten 
| amazing results. It is doing good 
| business everywhere and excellent 
|in many spots. 


L. A. to N. Y. 
Robert Alton 
Lois Andrews 
Joan Blondell 
William Boyd 
Bill Burton 
Lois Butier 
Dave Dreyer 
Sam G. Engel 
Melvin Frank 
Sidney Franklin 
Arthur Freed 
Max Gilford 
Monroe Greenthal 
John tlearst 
Van Heflin 
John Hertz 
Paul Herzog 
F. W. Hite 
Leo Jaffe 
John Joseph 
Nicholas Joy 
Boris Karloff 
Percy Kilbride 
Charlies Korvin 
Elsa Lanchester 
Art Linkletter 
Julie London 
Richard Long 
Josep": MeConville 
Tom McKnight 
Norman Panama 
Fred Quimby 
Sigmund Romberg 
Ruby Rosenberg 
Thornten Sargent 
Grad Sears 
Michael Todd 
Mervyn Vye 
Jack L. Warner 
Philip A. Waxman 
James B. Williams 
Jaeob Wilk 











Keith Winter 


Vidor to Direct ‘Yesterday | 


Room Footage 


* Industry public relations actiyi- 
ties, which have inched quietly for. 
ward on a variety of fronts in the 
past month, took an entirely new 
| twist last week. In an almost un- 
| precedented move, two reps of the 
| Motion Picture Assn. of America 
traveled from New York to Deyles- 
| town, Pa., to show the editor of the 
| local paper that an attack he print- 
|ed on thé picture industry was un- 
warranted. 

Attack wasn’t made by the editor 
(himself, but by playwright Moss 
Hart, who lives close bv Doyles- 
town. Hart speke before the wom- 
| en’s club, and the local paper. The 
Intelligencer, presented a lengthy 
/report on his smashing attack on 
| Hollyweod. The speech was some 
| thing of a sensation in the “genius 
| belt” of Bucks county, of which 
| Doylestown is the seat. 
| The MPAA reps who visited the 
'editor were Tom Waller. director 
|of publie relations in. the New 
| York office, and Arthur De Bra, 
‘director of community relations. 
| who handles the industry's contact 
with women’s clubs. While Waller 
| explained to the editor that there 
|was another side to the industry 
| picture than the one Hart present- 
| ed, De Bra arranged for the wom- 
/en’s club to hear a speaker pre- 
| senting the Hollywood viewpoint. 
TOA’s Campaign 


Meantime, local editors through- 
out the country were being encour- 
|aged to print stories with an in- 
| dustry viewpoint through the work 
| of the Theatre Owners of America. 
| Up to last week papers with a com- 
| bined circulation of 20,000,000 had 
| published the TOA-supplied yarns, 
| according to a tabulation of tear 
‘sheets received in New York. 

TOA has been shipping the stor- 
ies to exhibs throughout the coun- 
try, who call on their local editors 
with them, instead of an attempt 
by the TOA to get direct place- 
| ment from New York. Three varns 

have thus been sent out and have 

|appeared in papers ranging trom 
ithe Chicago Tribune, with its 1- 
500,000 daily circulation, to cress- 
roads weeklies. 

Johnston office was busy on 
still another front, prometing 
showings of “Letter to a Rebel,” 
two-reel short on American democ- 
racy in action, which it is sponsor- 
ing. Pic, produced by RKO-Pathe 
as part of its “This Is America” 
series, is being made available to 
all theatres for spot booking. To 
aequaint as many people as pos- 
sible with this industry effort to 
promote Americanism, MPAA sent 
out letters over Eric Johnston's 
signature to 6,000 women’s clubs 
and 2,400 Chambers of Commerce. 
They were urged to ask their local 
exhibs to play the short. 

“Rebel” was also being promoted 


(Continued on page 16) 


N. Y. to Europe 
Andrews Sisters 
Adele Astaire 
Bob Considine 
Joseph Cotten 
Eddie Dowling 
Daphne du Maurier 
Bramwell Fletcher 
Mrs. Ben Goetz 
Jed Harris 
Hildegarde 
Jack Hylton 
Jack Kapp 


Lou Levy 

Emile Littler 
Myrna Loy 

Gene Markey 
Marilyn Maxwell 
Mrs. Boris Morros 
Charles Moses 

Leo Mostovy 
David B. Sadowsky 
Suzy Solidor 

Anna Sosenko 
Donald Ogden Stewart 
Jan Struther 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Shirlev Blane 
Emil Coleman 
Daniel Gould 
Leo Handel 
Jimmy Lipton 
Arnold Perl 
Gregory Ratoff 
Ted Saucier 
Monty Shaff 
Franchot Tone 
Tenny Wright 
Europe to N. Y. 
Henri Bernstein 
Jean Hersholt 
Messmore Kendall 
Alicia Markova 
Ken McCormick 


| 
| 
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Where Are Those Telepix? MA) SCRAMBIF 


Los Angeles, July 13. | 


Los Angeles’ two television stations, KTLA and KTSL, would 
like to know where all the tele pictures are that they've been read- 
ing about. Both stations are yet to sign up for a single series of 
the pix announced for telecasting only. 

KTSL’s programming coordinator, Carleton Winckler, sent out a 
memo to staffers over the weekend advising that he’d like to see 
some of the films—‘“but how about a sample instead of a lecture?” 
Note continued, “It seems to us that every third person in Greater 
L.A. is making them, but so far we have had only one sample sub- 
mitted.” 

KTLA film director Jerry Muller advised that he has seen a 
sample or two also, but no complete, or near-complete, series. Sta- 
tion is signed up for some Telefilm product, and uses International 
News Photo’s Telenews, but that’s all. “It seems to be one of those 
things where everybody wants in, and yet very few are doing 
anything,” Muller said Saturday (10). KTLA’s sole deal to date is 
with Sir Alexander Korda for a series of 24 British pix originally 
made for theatres. 

Muiier said it’s possibie production is going ahead with several 
of the outfits that have announced plans, and the reason stations 
haven't seen any product is because the producers are waiting 
until they get a lineup of 13 or 26 of them, when they'll make their 
deals with agencies for sponsors. 

Among those actually in production here are Bonded Television 
Productions, Jerry Fairbanks, Jack Chertok, Carleton Morse, Stuart 
Ludlum, Carl Dudley, Telefilm, Gray-Richards, Vallee Video, Bell 
International, Telepak, IMPPRO, Century, Emerson, Bob Clampett 
and Atwood Television Productions. 


20th-UP in Tieup for Daily News 
Pictorial Service to TV Subscribers 


Twentieth - Fox, already pacing + ee: 
Cagney, RKO Dicker 


the major fila companies in con | 
Hollywood, July 13. 


new television film production 
William Cagney is reported ne- 











business, pulled far out in the lead | 
this week with the inking of @ new | 
pact with United Press to service | 


tele stations with pictorial docu- | 
mentation, of UP’s daily news dis- | 
patches. 

Under the plan, in which 20th 
and UP will share in the profits on 
a 50-50 basis, 20th is to furnish | 
each TV station subscribing to the | 
service with a basic film library 
compiled from 20th’s own stock 
library, claimed by the company to 
be the largest in existence. This | 
will be implemented by 20th each | 
month with new film clips, in| 
keeping with developments in the | 
world news situation. Each clip is_ 
to bear a catalog number, which | 
will be the same for each station. | 

UP news editor will then write | 
a daily TV news commentary,’ 
which will be wired to stations on | 
standard teletype printers. Com-. 
mentary will also carry a list of the | 
catalog numbers referring to the 
clips in the station’s library. All! 
the station operator has to do, con- | 
sequently, is pull the clips out in 
the correct sequence, splice them | 
together and put them on the air) 
as an announcer reads the com- 


gotiating with RKO on an indie 
deal to go inte effect on comple- 
tion of his current commitment 
with United Artists, which calls 
for one more picture. ‘ 
Cagney has three stories, “Only 
the Valiant,” “The Stray Lamb” 
and “A Lion Is in the Streets,” 
lined up for future production. 


Wall Street Backs 
Balaban’s Plan To 
Shrink Par Capital 


Proposal of Barney Balaban, 
Paramount's prexy, to meet any 
court-decreed divestiture of thea- 
tres by a partial shrinkage of capi- 
tal is viewed by Wall Street as a 
‘highly favorable factor for Par’s 





mentary. Result is a finished news- investors. The Street's friendly 
reel at only a fraction of the cost , reaction was evidenced last week 
of the newsreels now on the air When two brokerage outfits—East- 


Cy a Lin aah ask IS aia i 


produced especially for TV. 
New service will be available to 
any station that wants to buy it, 


(Continued on page 47) 


20th Bows Out On 
Dem-TV Coverag 


Twentieth-Fox, which” shared 
theatre television exploitation of 
the recent Louis-Walcott fight 





along with Paramount, plans to sit | 


out the Democratic national con- 
vention, which teed off in Phila- 


delphia Monday (12). Par, conse-) 


quently, as the only theatre inter- 
est to receive permission from the 
tele pool committee to pick up the 
Demo conclave for theatre TV, will 
have the field all to itself this 
week. 

Acording to a 20th spokesman, 
the company considers theatre tele 
to be still in the stunt class. Twen- 
tieth believes it learned the tech- 
nical answers it wanted to know 


during its telecast of the fight on phasized they had been given full | 


the Fox (Philly) theatre screen, 
and now plans to lie low until it’s 


determined how best to put thea- the sereen credited the ABC tele) 
tre TV on a commercial basis. network, station WFIL-TV, Phila- | of 


Company hasn't abandoned its am- 
bitious plan 


ot the problem. 


1A 





j;man, Dillon & Co., and Carl M. 
Loeb, Rhoades & Co.—urged their 
| customers in special letters to hold 
|their Par stock as a sound invest- 
ment. 

} Noting that Balaban’s annual re- 
;port to stockholders several weeks 
|ago in which he proposed a reduc- 
‘tion in capital had caused the stock 
'to suffer market reverses, Eastman 
/concern declares: “A study of the 
|facts brought out at the annual 
| meeting, however, suggests that an 
(Continued on page 20) ~ 


Ballantine Gets Par 
Theatre Plug, Too, On 





Broadway Paramount theatre 
paid a nominal fee for rights to 
pick up the Beau Jack-Ike Williams 
lightweight championship fight for 
its theatre television Monday (12) 
inight, thereby avoiding any dif- 
‘ficulties that might otherwise have 
,arisen with either the broadcasters 
involved or the fight promoters. 
| Par tele officials declined to re- 
|veal the exact price paid but em- 





/cooperation of all concerned. In 
‘return, the opening title card on 


delphig, which originated the tele- 


s for a nationwide thea- |cast, and Ballantine Beer, which 
tre tele network but has delayed sponsored the TV show. Par edited | 


them for further kicking aa 


out some of the Ballantine com- 
(Continued on page 18) 


Pickup of Philly Fight 


\ 


Current dip in the nation’s film | 


| boxoffice has resulted in a glut of 
|new releases on the market, some- 
thing which is almost unprece- 
| dented in the industry. 

| Formerly, in periods of offish 
| biz, pictures played off so rapidly 
| that distributors had all they could 
'do to keep the market supplied 
|with new product. Today, how- 
| ever, with studio and distribution 
operating costs at an abnormal high, 
most companies must liquidate 
their product as rapidly as possible 
in order to keep up with the times. 
As a result, they’re plowing many 


sound stages. 

Result has been a mad scramble 
for playdates, with pictures being 
backed up all down the line, from 
key city first runs to the subse- 
quent run and smalitown situa- 
tions. Sales chiefs of several major 
companies, in fact, report anxious 
communications from their field 
personnel, who have _ discovered 
that most exhibitors, usually ready 
at this time to start booking for 
the new season, still have so much 
unplayed product at hand _ that 
dates on the newer pix are ex- 
tremely difficult to obtain. 

It’s only those studios with 
enough financial backing to carry 
them through the dog days that cau 

(Continued on page 47) 


UA Distrib Edge 


For Its Producers 


In order to make financing of 
indie producers more attractive to 
the banks, United Artists has in- 
troduced a new facet into its dis- 
tribution contracts. It is agreeing 
to defer 212% of its 27!42% domes- 
tic distribution fee in a number of 
new releasing contracts now being 
written. 

The device gives the banks added 
opportunity to get paid off quickly, 
since, in the ordinary course of 
events, distribution charges come 
out before the return of invested 
coin. Under the new plan, only 
25% is taken out for distribution 
until the bank loan is recouped. 
After that, the deferred 214% is 
sg out. plus the normal 2714% 
ee. 

Actually, the deferment idea is 
not new. It was contained in some 
contracts in the old days when the 
regular distribution charge was 
25%. Scheme was dropped during 
the lush years when financing was 
easy to obtain. 

In addition to the 2714% being 

demanded for distribution now, 
new pacts provide that the pro- 
ducer pay for all advertising, ex- 
cept for a# limited amount of local 
cooperative copy. 
' New series of contracts now go- 
ing through the legal mill are on 
deals that have been made in the 
past two or three months. They 
include those with Hunt Strom- 
berg, Stanley Kramer’s Screen 
Plays, Sam Bischoff, Phil Krasne, 
Jack Benny’s Amusement Enter- 
prises unit, W. Lee Wilder, Buster 
Collier and others. 








Irving Brecher 

_ humerously discourses on 
‘How to Get Rich in 
Television, Part I’ 


in the 
3d Annual Special 
| RADIO-TELEVISION 
NUMBER 
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of their new films into the market | 
almost as soon as they come off the | 


Petrillo’s New Demands on H'wood 





FOR PLAVD TFs Can Mean Added $5,000,000 Music Costs 


¢ Next labor shadow looming over 
‘the Hollywood production scene is 
that of James C. Petrillo, prez of 
the American Federation of Musi- 
cians. With the present AFM con- 
tract with the major studios run- 
ning out Aug. 31, preparations are 
currently under way on both sides 
to meet the long siege of haggling 
over terms which will set in when 
new pact negotiations open in Chi- 
ber, became engaged to Mar- cago the first week in August. 
shall Naify, son of Mike Naify. | As in recent taiks with Peiviiio, 
Twentieth’s ‘ox-West Coast | top-level N. Y. execs of companies 
chain and Naity’s Golden State | belonging to the Motion Picture 
circuit compete in the Coast | Assn. of America will carry its 


Romantic Merger 

Industryites are wondering 
what the reaction of the Dept. 
of Justice’s anti-trust division 
will be to the big circuit 
merger announced on_ the 
Coast last week. 

Joan Wobber, daughter of 
20th-Fox exec Herman Wob- 





| Charles Boren East for the huddles. 
, ? | Sitting on Petrillo’s side of the 

treeters | table will be AFM studio Rep. J. 

|W. Gillette, just back from pre- 

Petrillo’s demands on the film 

‘industry are being shaped this 

In an, annual event engineered | dustry early this year. However, 
by Standard & Poor, financial pub- | the T-H law will prove no barrier 
Wall street brokers last Thursday | Studios. -Two years ago. Petrillo 
night (8) at the company’s home- | initially demanded a 100° wage 


territory. i ball for the lots. It’s expected the 
e | parley planning in N. Y. It’s not 

(ff th R d iclear why Petrillo wants the talks 
|time under the restrictive condi- 

P t y bh ens of the Taft-Hartley law which 
OwWwOW a ‘effectively tied his hands during 
lications outfit, 20th-Fox officials |to AFM demands for steep wage 
gave the lowdown on the state of | tilts and increased gninimum em- 
office. S&P innovated the proce- |increase for studio musicians and 
dure last year as a public relations finally won a healthy hike of about 


'MPAA will send labor contact 

jin Chicago rather than N. Y. 

| 

negotiations with the broadcast in- 
the film industry to 25 leading | Ployment figures at each of the 
measure, with Paramount execs be- | 30% for his members. 


ing quizzed then by the financial 


at these conclaves proceed on an 
eff-the-record basis. 

Approximately 10 20th-Fox ex- 
ecs, representing various phases of 
the company’s operations such as 
Coast production, foreign distribu- 
tion, theatres, etc., were at hand. 
Spyros P. Skouras, prez, handled 
most of the queries, assisted by 
Otto Koegel, company’s legal 
braintruster, and Murray Silver- 
stone, prez of 20th-Fox Interna- 
tional. 

Skouras informed the conclave 
the motion picture business during 
the first six months in 1948 was 
off by 11% from the previous year. 
He reported, however, that there 
was no general weakening in box 
office prices despite scattered re- 
ductions in admission tabs that 


average ticket price, he said, is 
now 50c., compared to 25e. in pre- 
war years. Business was reported 
to have dipped most badly in the 


nia, but resurgence of armaments 





~_ * * s 








(Continued on page 18)" 





Par Seeks to Pressure 


FCC on Decision In 


Washington, July 13. 

Paramount Pictures and subsidi- 
aries, United Detroit Theatres 
Corp., New England Theatres and 
Paramount Television Productions, 
are still attempting to force from 
the FCC an early decision on al- 
leged Par control of DuMont Lab- 
oratories. FCC questions that if 
Par owns controlling interest in 
DuMont Laboratories, should it be 


the five-station limitation. 

Last week Par petitioned in pro- 
test to the indefinite postponement 
of a desicion. FCC ordered hear- 
ing examiner Jack Paul Blume to 
hear five cases, Boston, Detroit, 
Cleveland, Cincinnati and San 


ing-interest question along with the 
-tele-channel requests. 
Before reconvening of the San 


on May 27. Par asked FCC to in- 
struct the examiner to consider the 
two questions separately from the 
hearing, or asked that the Com- 


proceedings. 

Petitioning again, Par said if the 
earlier two procedures did not sat- 
isfy the Commission, perhaps a 
declaratory ruling could be handed 





down. 


t« - tj 


experts and stock handlers. Talk | 


have taken place recently. The’ 


war boom areas, such as Califor- | 


DuMont Control Snarl 


allowed any more channels under | 


Francisco, and decide the controll- | 


Francisco hearings in Washington | 


mission decide the case in en oe 


\ 


Fancy Music Bill 

Currently there are 339 musi- 
\cians employed in the eight major 
| Studios, adding up’ to an annual 
‘music bill of between $7,000,000 
| to $9,000,000. Studio musicians are 
now paid $13.33 per hour, with an 
‘annual minimum guarantee of 520 
‘hours annually to be used at the 
| Studio's discretion. Petrillo is ex- 
pected to repeat his demand of two 
|years ago that musicians be paid 
(Continued on page 16) 





Schenck’s Naify 
Bidding Still Hot 


San Francisco, July 13. 
Far from being dead, the nego- 
tiations which Joseph M. Schenck, 
|20th-Fex studio exec, has been 
‘pushing with Mike Naify, head of 
United California theatres and its 
subsid, Golden State circuit, are 
hotter than ever. Schenck, it has 
now been learned, has first call on 
_any deal which would involve the 
transfer of 50% of Naify's holdings 
in the giant theatre chain. All 
other deals, including those of Ted 
Gamble, prexy of Theatre Owners 
of America, and Milton Reynolds, 
oF es pen manufacturer, are 
cold. 

Schenck has been marking time 
pending clarification of its attitude 
by the Dept. of Justice which is 
concerned with the anti-trust as- 
pects of any large switch in thea- 
tre interests. However, Schenck re- 
portedly is convinced that if he 
resigns his spot with 20th and 
severs all interests with that com- 
_pany, the D of J won’t have a toe- 
hold in any anti-trust proceeding. 

There is an ultimate possibility 
that Gamble may wind up with 
some interest in a Naify-Schenck 
tieup, according to reports here, 
but it would be only on invitation 
of Schenck. 


IRV KAHN’S TV POST 


Irving B Kahn, until now radio 
publicity manager of 20th-Fox 
homeoffice staff, was confirmed 
this week as television program- 
ming manager for the company by 
prexy Spyros P. Skouras. 

Successor to Kahn as radio head 
_is to be named in the near future 
by 20th ad-publicity director 
Charles Schlaifer. 








Other television news on 
pages 26-27. 
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VITAMIN M-G-M 
FOR THE ENTIRE 
FAMILY! 


MAY 

SPENCER TRACY 
KATHARINE HEPBURN 

VAN JOHNSON 

Angela Lansbury 

Adolphe Menjou, Lewis Stone 
in FRANK CAPRA’s 

“STATE OF THE UNION.” 


Se a 
“SUMMER HOLIDAY” 
(Technicolor). 


MICKEY ROONEY 

GLORIA DEHAVEN 

Walter Huston, Frank Morgan 

Butch Jenkins, Marityn Maxwell 

Agnes Moorehead, Selena Royle, 
* * om 

CLARK GABLE 

LANA TURNER 

Anne Baxter, John Hodiak 

in “HOMECOMING” 

Ray Collins, Gladys Cooper, 

Cameron Mitchell. 


“BIG cry” : 
Starring Margaret O'Brien 
Robert Preston, Danny Thomas 
George Murptry, Karin Booth 
Edward Arnold, Butch Jenkins ; 
Betty Garreft, Lotte Lehmann. 

Gun.e 8 
JUDY GARLAND, GENE KELLY in 
“THE PIRATE” (Technicolor). 
Walfer Slezak, Gladys Cooper 
Reginald Cwen. 

ee, 
ESTHER WILLIAMS, PETER LAWFORS 
RICARDO MONTALBAN 
JIMMY DURANTE, CYD CHARISSE | 
XAVIER CUGAT in “ON AN ISLAND 
WITH YOU” (Technicolor). 
JULY 
IRVING BERLIN's 
“EASTER PARADE” — 
(Technicolor), Starring ¢ 
JUDY GARLAND, FRED ASTAIRE 
PETER LAWFORD, ANN MILLER. 

* * * 
“A DATE WITH JUDY” 
(Technicolor). 
Starring WALLACE BEERY, 
JANE POWELL, ELIZABETH TAYLOR ff 
CARMEN MIRANDA, XAVIER CUGAT |! 
ROBERT STACK. 


AUGUST 

GREER GARSON 
WALTER PIDGEON in 
“JUUA MISBEHAVES” 


PETER LAWFORD, ELIZABETH TAYLOR! 
CESAR ROMERO, Lucile Watson 











ALINE MacMAHON 
JARMILA NOVOTNA 
in “THE SEARCH” 


+ +. ~ 
RED SKELTON, BRIAN DONLEVY 
in “A SOUTHERN YANKEE” 
Arlene Dahl, George Coulouris 
Lloyd Gough, John treland 
Minor Watson. 


SEPTEMBER 
“THE THREE MUSKETEERS” 


(Technicolor). 

LANA TURNER, GENE KELLY 
‘JUNE ALLYSON, VAN HEFLIN 
‘ANGELA LANSBURY, 

Frank Morgan, Vincent Price 
Keenan Wynn, John Sutton 

° Gig Young. 
: _* * * 

‘| LASSIE in “HILLS OF HOME” 
(Technicolor). Co-starring > 
‘EDMUND GWENN, DONALD CRISP 
TOM DRAKE, JANET LEIGH. 
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*) Sa ‘ “They won’t even bother with 


PTT the dishes when EASTER 
» PARADE’ comes to town!” 
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Oh, what a wonderful sum- 
mer (when you’ve got M-G-M 
Pictures!) Are you taking your 
Vitamin M-G-M regularly? 
It’s so good for what ails you! 
It’s a pepper-upper for the 
entire industry! 
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Dualers Fail to Bolster L. A. Biz: 
‘Holiday’ City’ Tops, Okay 345,000; 
Ruthless-Tears’ Medium 31456 


Los Angeles, July 13. 

Dual bills in all firstruns here as 
a summer stimulant are not help- 
ing much this session. Six new bills 
opened but all are on lighter side, 
and holdovers also are dropping. 
Best new double-feature combo is 
“Summer Holiday” and “Big City,” 
with $45,000, passably good, in 
three theatres. “Ruthless” with 
“Shed No Tears” looks medium 
$31,500 in five situations. 

“Dream Girl” and “Secret Ser- 
vice Investigator” shapes slow 
$27,000 in two Paramount houses, 
while “Wallflower” and “Big 
Punch” wiil be di $26,000 in 
three spots. 
Killed ‘Dec’ 
$24,000 in 
small-spots. 

Estimates for This Week 

Belmont (FWC) (1,532; 60-$1)— 
“Ruthless” (EL) and “Shed No 
Tears” (EL). Nice $4,000. Last 
week, “Berlin Express” (RKO) and 
“Stage Struck” (Mono) (9 days), ex- 
cellent $5,160. 


™- 
aur 


looks dull 
many 


Robbin” 
five locations, 


Beverly Hills Music Hall (G&S- | 


Blumenfeld) (826; 65-$1)—‘‘Can’t 
Take It With You” (Col) and ‘Pen- 
nies From Heaven” (Col) (reissues). 


Mild $3,000. Last week, ‘On Merry | 


Way” (UA) (4th wk), $2,300. 
Carthy Circle (FWC) (1,518; 60- 

$1)—“Street No Name” (20th) and 

“Here Comes Trouble” (UA) (3d 


wk). Light $4,000. Last week, okay | 


$7,800. 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,048; 
60-$1)—“‘Street No Name” (20th) 
and “Here Comes Trouble’ (UA) 
(3d wk). Oke $8,000. Last week, 
sturdy $12,900. 

Culver (FWC) (1,145; 60-$1)— 
“Ruthless” (EL) and “Shed No 
Tears” (EL). Medium $4,000 or 
over. Last week, “Berlin Express” 
(RKO) and “Stage Struck” (Mono) 
(9 days), $5,900. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 60-$1)— 
“Waliflower”’ (WB) and “Big 
Punch” (WB). Slight $9,000. Last 
week, “Romance on High Seas” 
(WB) (2d wk), $10,200. 

Downtown Music Hall (Blumen- 
feld) (872; 60-$1) — “Can't Take 
With You” (Col) and “Pennies 
Heaven” (Col) (reissues). Mild $6,- 
500. Last week, “Merry Way” (UA) 
(4th wk), $5,100. 

Egyptian (FWC) (1,538; 60-$1)— 
“Summer Holiday” (M-G) and “Big 
City” (M-G). Fair $11,000. Last 
week, ‘Pirate’ (M-G) (2d wk), neat 
$9,900. 

El Rey ‘FWC) (861; 60-$1) — 
“Ruthless” (EL) and “Shed No 
Tears” (EL). Moderate $4,000. Last 
week, “Berlin Express” (RKO) and 
“Stage Struck” (Mono) (9 days), 
$7,200. 

Esquire (Rosener) (685; 85-$1.20) 
—‘‘Brothers” (U) (2d wk). Okay 
$2,500. Last week, $3,100. 

Four Star (UA-WC) (900; 60-$1) 
—‘Search” (M-G) (2d wk). Near 
$5,500. Last week, sturdy $7,500. 

Guild (FWC) (968; 60- $1) 
“River Lady” (U) and “Who Killed 
‘Doc’ Robbin” (UA). Mild $3,000 
or less. Last week, “Up in Central 
Park” (U) and ‘“Devil’s Cargo” 
(FC) (2d wk-4 days), $1,300. 

Hawaii (G&S-Blumenfeld) (1,106; 
60-$1)—"“Can’t Take With You” 
(Col) and “Pennies Heaven” (Col) 
(reissues). Slim $3,000. Last week, 
ald Way” (UA) (4th wk), $2,- 


Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 60-$1)— 
“Wallflower” (WB) and “Big 
Punch” (WB). Dull $9,000. Last 
week, “Romance High Seas’ ‘WB) 
(2d wk), average $9,800 


Hollyweed Music Hall (‘Blumen- 
feld) (475: 60-85) — “Can't Take 


With You” (Col) and “Pennies 
Heaven” (Col) (reissues). Light 
$2,500. Last week, “ Way” 


(UA) (4th wk), oke $2,100. 

Iris (FWC) (828; 60-85)—‘River 
Lady” (U) and “ ‘Doe’ Robbin” 
(UA). Dim $2,500. Last week, 
“Central Park’ (U) and “Devil's 
Cargo” (FC) (2d wk-4 days), $1,700. 

Laurel (Rosener) (890; 85)-—‘‘Die 
Fledermaus” (Indie) (2d wk). Nice 
$3,000. Last week, sock $4,000. 

Loew’s State (Loews-WC) (2,404; 
60-$1)—"‘Street No Names” (20th) 
and “Here Comes Trouble” (UA) 
(3d wk). Oke $14,000. Last week, 
solid $24,800. — 

Los Angeles (D’'town-WC) (2,097; 
60-$1)—“‘Summer Holiday” ‘(M-G) 
and “Big City” (M-G). Pleasing 
$22,000. Last week, “Pirate” (M-G) 
(2d wk), mild $12,800 

Loyola ‘FWC) 
“Street No Name” (20th) and “Here 
Comes Trouble’ (UA) (3d wk). 
Okay $5,500. Last week, good 
$7,700. d 

Orpheum (D'town-WC) (2,210; 
60-$1)—“‘Ruthless” (EL) and “Shed 
No Tears” (EL). Mild $14,500. Last 


“River Lady’-“Who. 


(1,248; 60-$1)— 


week, “Berlin Express” (RKO) and 


“Thunderhoof” (Col) (4th-final wk). 
Good $11,000 or better. Last week, 
sharp $17,900. 


—“Dream Giri” (Par) and “Secret 
Service Investigator” (Rep). Modest 
$16,000. Last week, “Hazard” (Par) 


dull $13,600. 

Paramount Hollywood (F&M) 
(1,451; 60-$1)—“‘Dream Girl” (Par) 
Slow $11,000. Last week, “Hazard” 
_~' and “Waterfront” (Par), $10,- 


RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2,890; 
60-80)\—“‘Fulier Brush Man” ‘Coi) 
and “Thunderhoof” (Col) (4th-final 
wk). Near $12,000. Last week, 
snappy $19,200. 

Ritz (FWC) (1,370; 60-$1)— 
“River Lady” (U) and ‘Doc’ Rob- 
bin” (UA). Light $5,060. Last week, 
“Central Park’ (U) and “Devil’s 
Cargo” (FC) (2d wk-4 days), thin 
$3,800. 

Studio City (FWC) (880; 60-$1)— 
“River Lady” (U) and “ ‘Doe’ Rob- 
| bin” (UA). Slow $3,500." Last week, 
|“Central Park” (U) and “Devil's 
| Cargo” (FC) (2d wk-4 days), $1,800. 

United Artists (UA) (2,100; 60- 
$1)—“River Lady” (U) and “ ‘Doc’ 
Robbin” (UA). Moderate $10,000. 
Last week, “Central Park” (U) and 





“Devil’s Cargo” (FC) (2d wk-4 
days), $3,900. 
Uptown (FWC) (1,719; 60-$1)— 


“Street No Name” (20th) and “Here 
Comes Trouble” (UA) (3d_ wk). 
Fair $5,000. Last week, good $8,000. 

Vegue (‘FWC) (885; 60-85)— 
“Ruthless” (EL) and “Shed No 
Tears” ‘EL). Neat $5,000. Last 
week, “Berlin Express” (RKO) and 
“Stage Struck” (Mono) (9 days), 
sturdy $7,300. 

Wilshire (FWC) (2,296; 60-$1)— 
“Summer Holiday” (M-G) and “Big 
City” (M-G). Oke $12,000. Last 
week, “Pirate” (M-G) (2d wk), good 
$9,200. 

Wiltern (WB) (2,300; 60-$1)— 
“Wallflower” ‘WB) and “Big 
Punch” (WB). Slim $8,000. Last 
week, “Romance High Seas” (WB) 
(2d wk), mild $9,160. 


‘On Way’ Merry 
$13,000 in L’ville 


Louisville, July 13. 

“On Our Merry Way” at State 
is leading field currently. It looks 
fairly nice, and is only fresh 
product in town, others having re- 
issues or are on holdover. “Ro- 
mance on High Seas” at Mary An- 
derson is doing better on h. o. 
stanza than it did on initial week. 


Estimates fer This Week 

Brown (Fourth Avenue) (1,200; 
45-65) — “Buck Privates’ (U) and 
“South Tahiti’ (U) (reissues). 
Mildish $3,500. Last week, “Give 
Regards Broadway” (20th) and 
“Counterfeiters” (20th) (2d wk) 
$4,500. 

Kentueky (‘Switow) (1,200; 30-40) 
—"“Love from Stranger” (EL) and 
“Remember Mama” (RKO). Nor- 
mal $3,000. Last week, “Tycoon” 
(RKO) and “Are You with It” (U),/ 
about same. 

Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,100: 
45-65)—““Romance on High Seas” 
(WB) (24 wk). Nice $6,000, and 
jump over tast week's slow $4,500. 

National (Standard) (2,400; 45- 
65)—“Gung Ho” (FC) and “Eagle 
Squadron” (FC) (reissue). Excel- 


lent $7,500. Last week, “Kansas” 

(indie) and “Sundown” (Indie) (re- 
issues), medium $5,000. 

Rialto (FA) (3,400; 45-65)—“Em- 

” (Par) (2d wk). Nice 
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State (Loew’s) (3,000; 45-65)— 
“On Merry Way” (UA) and “Vio- 
lence” (Mono). Sole new product 
in town. Trim $13,000. Last week, 
“On Island with You” (M-G) and 
“Blondie’s Reward” (Col), $12,000. 

Strand (FA) (1,000; 45-65) — 
“Seven Sinners” (EL) and “Sut- 
ter’s Gold” (EL) (reissues). Fairish 
$5,500. ast week, “Panhandle” 


(Mono) and “Rocky” (Mono) plus 


“Stage Struck” (Mono) ‘9 days), | 
medium $16,900. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 60-$1)— 
“Fuller Brush Man” (Col) and 


Paramount (F&M) (3,398; 60-$1) | gs) Peudin’. 


and “Waterfront Midnight” (Par),| «vickey” (EL) and “Under Tonto 


|\“Canon City” (EL) and “Lady at 


$T1000' after last week's strove | $6300 
$16,000 


Feudin’’ Fancy $13,000, | 
Omaha; Fuller’ Hep 106 


Omaha, July 13. 

Despite heat, three downtown 
houses are doing unusually strong 
biz. Brandeis with “Fuller Brush 
Man” looks standout. Orpheum 
with preem of “Feudin’, Fussin 
‘and A-Fightin’” shapes big. Para- 
mount with “Best Years” at pop 
scale also will be sock. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-65)— 
|“Fuller Brush Man” (Col) and 
“Port Said” (Col). Smash $10,000. 
|Last week, “Fighting Father 
|\Dunne” (RKO) and “Arizona 
| Ranger” (RKO), fine $8,000. 
| Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 16- 
Fussin’, A-Fight- 
in’” (U) and “Waterfront at Mid- 
night” (Par). Very big $13,000 for 
this time of year. Last week, 





| 
| 


| Rim” (RKO), $10,000. 
| Paramount ‘Tristates) (2,800; 16- 
'65)“"Best Years” (RKO), faney 
1$11.500. Last week, “Emperor 
Waltz” (Par), $12,000. 

State (Goldberg) (865; 16-65)— 
| “Homecoming” (M-G) (2d wk). 
| Surprisingiy big $4,000. Last week, 
| $5,000. 

Omaha ./Tristates) (2,100; 16-65) 
—‘Emperor Waltz” (Par) (mo.) 
and “Speed to Spare” (Par) (Ist 


run). Solid $10,000. Last week, 
“Green Grass” (20th) (m.o.) and 
“Half Past Midnight” (20th), 
$8,200. 





‘Canon Sockeroo 
$76,000 in Denver 


Denver, July 13. 
_Big news here this week is 
“Canon City,’* preeming in three 
theatres, with smash coin insuring 
holdovers in twe spots. Widely 
plugged, with Colorado locale cre- 
ating added interest. ‘Emperor 
Waltz” and “Best Years” also hold- 
ing again. “Noose Hangs High” 
looks nice in two houses. 
Estimates fer This Week 


Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 35-74)— 


Midnight” (EL), day-date with Par- 
amount, Webber. Sock $5,000. Last 
week, “Fuller Brush Man” (Col) 
(m.o.), $3,000. 

Breadway (Cinema) (1,500; 35-74) 
—“Best Years” (RKO) (3d wk). 
Fine $9,000, and stays again. Last 
week, big $12,000. 

Denham ‘Coekrill) (1,750; 35-74) 
—‘“Emperor Waltz” (Par) (3d wk). 
Fancy $13.000 or near. Holds. Last 
week, big $15,500. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 35-74)— 
“Noose Hangs High” (EL) and “As- 
signed to Danger” (EL), day-date 
with Esquire. High $16,000. Last 
week, “All My Sons” (U) and “Cur- 
ley” (UA), same as Esquire, $12,000. 

Esquire (Fox) (742; 35-74)— 
“Noose Hangs High” ‘EL) and “As- 
signéd to Danger” (EL), also Den- 
ver). Thin $2,000. Last week, “All 


(Continued on page 18) 


Parade’ Loud at $22,000, 
Balto; ‘Street’ Big 146 


Baltimore, July 13. 

“Easter Parade’ at Loew’s Cen- 
tury here took a big lead over the 
current downtown list which is 
mostly in h.o. Some brisk trade re- 
ported also for “Up in Central 
Park” at Keith’s and “Street With 
No Name” is faring very well at 
New. Many other entries are in 
good shape for repeaters. 


Estimates for This Week 


Century ‘Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 20- 
60)—“‘Easter Parade” (M-G). T 





Meck. “On Yalan’ With tor eae 
week, slan ith You” (M 
$15,200. = 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240: 
20-70)\—“Fuller Brush Man” {Col) 
(2d wk) plus mew vaude layout. 
Holding well at $15,000 after big 
$19,800 opener. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460; 20- 
60)—"“Up in Central Park” (U) (24 
wk). Starting second round to- 
morrow (Wed.) after a good get- 
away at $13,000. In ahead, “Dream 
Girl” (Par), disappointed at $6,600. 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 25-§5)— 
“Dude Goes West” (Mono) (2d wk). 
Okay $4,000 after initial round of 


New (Mechanic) (1,800; 20-60)— 
Solid $ . With Name” 
Solid $14,000. st week, “Blood 
and Sand” (20th) (reissue), $5,900. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 25-75)— 
“Emperor Waltz’ (Par) (2d wh). 
Continuing steady pace to land 
$13,000 after smash $20,200 opener. 

Town (Hippodrome) een cy 4 
(1,500; 35-65)—“Best Years” ( ) 
(3d wk). Return at pop prices hold- 








Louis-Walcott pix, nice $6,500. 


ing well at $7,500 after big $10,400 


(20th). | Hangs 


Det. Sloughed by Heat, ‘Island Alone 


Tram $26,000; Crosby Hotsy 


ZAG, 2 





nf 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Tetal Gross 
This Week $2,507,000 
(Based on 20 cities, 199 
theatres, chiefly first rus, Uv 
cluding N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year $2,677,000 
(Based on 20 cities, 201 
theatres). 


Parade Cheers 
Philly at $44,000 


Philadelphia, July 13. 

Despite the heat here, “Easter 
Parade” is stepping out with one 
of the best grosses in some time at 
the Mastbaum where a fine total 
is in prospect and high for summer 
season. “Emperor Waltz” also is 
holding nicely in fourth session at 
Stanley. “Fighting Father Dunne” 
is only fair at the Aldine. 

Democratic convention and Elks 
conclave did not mean a thing at 
the boxoffice. 

Estimates fer This Week 

Aldine (WB) ‘1,303; 50-94) — 
“Fighting Father Dunne” (RKO) 
Fair $11,000. Last week, “Noose 
Hangs High” (EL) (2d wk), $8,000. 

Areadia (S&S) (700; 50-94)—“All 
My Sons” ‘U). 
close. Last week, “Homecoming” 
(M-G), $4,000. 

Boyd (WB) (2,350: 50-94)—“Par- 
adine Case” (SRO) (2d wk). Very 
good $26,500 after sock $30,000 
opening stanza. 

Earle (WB) ‘2.700 50-94)—“The 
Pirate” ‘M-G) (2d wk). Disap- 

ting $16,000 after fairly good 
$23.500 Starting session. 

Fox (20th) (2,250; 50-94)—“Street 
With No Name” (20th) (2d wk). 
Down to still fine $24,000 after big 
$31,500 first week. 

Gellman ‘Goldman) (1,000; 50-94) 
wey 3 With You” (M-G) (4th 
wk). to $14,500. Last 
oke $19,500. — 


Kariten (Goldman) (1.000: 50-94) 





—“Summer Holiday” (M-G) (3d 
wk). Dim $4,000 or near. Last 
week, $5,500. 


os gree (1,300; 50-94) 
—* rds to Broadway” (20th) 
(2d wk). Fair $3,000 in 5 days. 
Last week, $6,000. 


Pix (Cummins) (500: 50-94) — 


“Ruthless” (EL). Quiet $4,000. 


Last week, “Happened One Night” 


(Col) and “Night of Leve” 
(reissues), $4500. 


(Col) With 


Detroit, July 13, 
\ Hot weather is landing stagger. 
\ing blows on biz here this week 
|in spite of new bills. 

| Top take is Michigan, with “On 
An Island With You,” with faney 
session. Barely okay is Fox with 
\“Give Regards to Broadway.” 
United Artists, showing “The Em. 
|peror Waltz,” shapes solid 
| second stanza. Others are moderate 
| to plain bad. 

Estimates for This Week 

| Adams (Balaban) (1,740; 70-95) 
_—“Fighting Father Dunne” (RKO) 
) and “Bush Christmas” (U) (2d wi), 
| Fair $7,000 compared with sturdy 
$10,000 last week. 

| Art Cimema (Marten) (459: @-. 
90)-—“Will It Happen Again” (in- 
die). Average $3,000. Last 
Father's House” (indie) (2d wk), 


$3,500. 

Broadway - Capitel ‘United 
treit) (3,300; 70-95) — “Fighti 
Seabees” (Rep) and “Fiving 
\(Rep) (reissues). So-so $9,000. 
Last week, “Flowing Gold” (WR) 
and “God's Country and Woman’ 
| (WB) (reissues), good $14,000. 
| Dewnown (Balaban) ‘2.863: 79. 
|95)— “Gung Ho” (U) and “Eagle 
Squadron” (U) (reissues) (2d wk), 
Trim $6,000 after fair $9,000 open- 
ing stanza. 

Fox ‘(Fox - Michigan) (5.100: 76- 
95)—-“Give Regards Broadway” 
(20th) and “Arizona Ranger” 
(RKO). Okay $24,000. Lasi week, 
, “Homecoming” (M-G) (3d wk), fine 
| Michigan (U-D) (4.039: 70-95)— 
“On Island with You” (M-G) and 
“Speed to Spare” (Par). Stout 
$26,000. Last week, “River Lady” 


; 
; 


Mild $4,500 or! (U) bolstered by stageshow headed 


by Billy DeWolfe, solid $32,000. 

| Pailms-State (U-D) (2.716: 70-95) 
— “Coroner Creek” (Col) and 
|“French Leave” (Mono). Excellent 
($18,000. Last week, “Berlin Ex- 
press” (RKO) and Louis - Walcott 


pix, big $22,000. 
United Artists (U-D) (2.976; 70- 
95)}—“Emperor Waltz” 


| wk). 
round, and best 


$32500 opening 
here in weeks for Crosby starrer. 


; 
} 


‘Mpls. Mercary Hits 100, 
‘Park’ NSH at $8,500, 
Fuller’ Sweeps 96, 4th 


Minneapolis, July 13. 
|. Protracted heat wave has grosses 
here way off. Temperatures up 
near 100 degrees every day for 
| more than a week, imstead of send- 
ing the populace into the cool, air- 
conditioned theatres. a 
‘has taken so much starch out of 
‘Prospective patrons they won't go 
to the theatre. The beaches and 
parks are getting a play instead. 
holdovers still predominant, 
there's scarcely anything in the way 








Mastbaum (WB) (4,360; 50-94)— ef mew majer fare to buck the 
downtrend 


“Easter Parade” (M-G). 


Seas” (WB), slow $16,300. 

Stanley (WB) (2,950; 50-94) 
“Emperor Waltz” (Par) (4th wk). 
Still stout at $20,000 despite length 
of run. Last week, $21.500. 


Stanton (WB) (1.475; 50-94) — 


“Coroner Creek” 
Good 
opener 


‘ON WAY’ NOT MERRY 


(Col) (2d wk). 





Indianapolis, July 13. 


op-| Biz shapes rather dull at deluxe 

ticket here this week. 
Opening of summer opera season | 
plus record baseball crowds burt 
grosses. “On Our Merry Way” is 
leader but just okay at Loew’s. 


windows 


“ 


” looks very mild at Circle. 
Estimates for This Week 


Cirele (Gamble-Dolle) (2.800: 44- 
65)\—“Hazard” (Par) and 800; 44. || 
$9,000. Last 
(OU) and “Train 


Madness” (FC). Mild 
week, “River ——-: 
to Alcatraz” (Rep). 

Indiana oe. 


$10,000. 


(Par) (2d wk). 


Good 10,000 of bi 
$10,000 on top ig $17,000 


Keith's (G-D) (1300; 44-65)—/$ 
Hall” (UA). Disappoint- 

Last week, “Noose 
“Cobra 


Leew's (Loew's) (2.450; 44-65)— 
“On Merry Way” (UA) and “Jassy” 


“Carnegie 
ing $4,500. Jae, wet, 
Strikes” (EL) (m.o.), $3,500 


: ; Best thing Weather and 
here in some time. Fine $44,000. ter’s Castle,” 
Last week, “Romance on High and “Black Bart,” the only im- 


$8500 after okay $12500. 


$12,000, TOPS INDPLS. 


“Hat. 
“Up in Central Park” 


portant new entries. are 


__ | hack seats to “Fuller Brush Man,” 


/now in its fourth week. as well as 
to the summer champ, “Emperor 
| Waltz.” 

Estimates fer This Week 

Century (Par) (1,600; 50-70) — 
“Hatter’s Castle” (Par). Good $7. 
300, looks about all. Last week, 

Romance on High Seas” (WB) 

(2d wk), slow $4,000. 
Gepher (Par) (1,000; 44)—“Sin- 
|town” (Indie) and “Rio” (Indie) 
| (reissues). Sad $2,800 in prospect. 
Last week, “Drums of Congo” 
(Indie) and “Captive Wild Woman” 
(Indie) (reissues), $2,500. 

Lyceum (Schreiber) (1,900; 50- 
70)\—“The Pirate” (M-G) (2d wk. 
Okay $5,000. Last week. $6.000. 

Lyric (Par) (1,000; 50-70)—"Lady 
from Shanghai” (Col) (mo.). Mild 
($4500. Last week, “Arch of Tr- 
/umph” (UA) (2d wk), only $4,000 
after fair $16,000 first round. 
Radio City (Par) (4,400; 50-70)— 

Waltz” (Par) (2d wk). Big 
oy od after socko $22,000 initial 
canto. 

RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 50- 





(3300; 44-65)—'70) — “Up im Central Park” ‘U) 


| Looks. mild at $8,500. Last 
| week, “Silver a ot Ne and 
‘Louis-Waleott fight pictures, nice 


RKO-Pan (RKO) (1.600; 50-70)— 
“Fuller Brush Man” (Col) (4th wk). 
Leuis-Walcott fight pix held over. 
Still terrific at $9,000, and holds @ 
fifth; third was nearly same. 

State (Par) (2,300: 50-70)—“Black 


(U). Oke $12,000. Last week, “On | Bart” (U). Puny $7,000. Last 
Island wih You” (M-G) “Lady from Shanghai” ‘Col’, $7- 
“Fabulous Joc” (UA), solid +1680. 500. a 
Lyric ‘G-D) (1,600; 44-65)—“ad- { ; Bes 
ventures of ” (EL) and) “pride Goes Wild? MG) Fira 
“Enchanted Valley” (EL). Torpid | nabe showing. Good $4500 ™ 
Last week, “Fort A ”\ sight. Last week, “Three 








initial stanza. 


$4,500. 
(RKO) (m.o.), trim $6,500. 
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__ Wednesday, July 14, 1948 


Chi's Holiday Hangover; Haymes Ups 
Dangerous’ $55,000, ‘Waters’ $12,000, 
Paradine’ Sock 276, ‘Seas’ High 29G 


Chicago, July 13. + 





Vacation hangover seems to af- 
fect Loop houses, with Tuesdav | 
through Thursday showing some of 
the lowest grosses in months. Only 
bright spots are the two combo 
houses, Oriental and Chicago, both | 
doing sock with new scales. Orien- | 
tal followed lead of Balaban & 
Katz houses and cut early-bird | 
prices to 50c-65c. 

Dick Haymes plus “Dangerous. 
Years” is heading for robust 
$55.000 at Oriental. “Romance on 
High Seas” seems solid het weather 
fare and looks fine $29,000 at State- | 
Lake. “Paradime Case” shapes | 
smash $27,000 at Woods. ep 

{ 


' 
} 


| 


Waters” looks mild $12,000 at 
Apollo. 

Chicago is ahead of other sec- | 
ond-weekers with hefty $50,000 in| 
sight for “Green Grass of Wyom- 
ing” and Peggy Lee-Dave Barbeur | 
personal. “B. F.’s Daughter” at) 
United Artists shapes perky $14.- | 
000. “Coroner Creek” at the Roose- | 
velt is lean $11,000. “Another Part 
of Forest” at Grand isn’t too bad | 
at $10,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apoilo (B&K) (1,406; 50-98)— 
“Deep Waters” (20th). Fair 
$12.000. Last week, “Four Faces) 
West” (UA) (2d wk), $6,000. 

Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 50-98) — 
“Green Grass” (20th) ‘with Peggy 
Lee and Dave Barbour on stage 
(2d wk). Helding at grand $50,000. 
Last week, sock $62,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 50-85)—) 
“Happened One Night” (Col) and) 
“Only Angels Have Wings” (Col)| 
(reissues). Not bad at $7,500. Last | 
week. “God’s Country and Woman” | 
(WB) and “Flowing Gold” (WB) 
(reissues), $7,500. 

Grand (RKO) (1,500; 50-98)— 
“Another Part of Forest” (U) (2d 
wk). Neat $10,000. Last week, 
$13,000. 


—“Dangerous Years” (20th) with | 


Dick Haymes in person. Cut prices | over ae (hited deena  tnek: 
toward | slit with “Ghost Frankenstein” 


plus Dick Haymes driving 
big $55,000. Last week, “Thunder | 
in the Valley” (20th) with Three 
Stooges heading stage, $34,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 50-98)— 
“Up In Central Park” (U) @d wk) 
Light $13,000. Last week mild 
$18,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 50-98) 
—“Coroner Creek” (Col) (2d wk). 
Lean $11,000. Last week, good 
$16,500. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 50-98) 
—*Romance on High Seas” (WB). 
Pert $29,000 or near. Last week, 


“Mr. Blandings” (SRO) (2d oe: 


big $25,000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 50- 
98)—"B. F.’s Daughter” (M-G) (2d 
wk). Tidy $14,000. Last week, big 
$18,500. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,073; 98)— 
“Paradine Case” (SRO). Looks 
smash $27,000. Last week, “Arch 
Ot Triumph” (UA) (4th wk), 

4.000. . 
oe vorid (Indie) (587; 77) — “Bill | 


and Coo” (Rep) and “Cage of) 


Nightingales” (Indie) (3d wk). 
Good $2.800. Last week, nice 
$3,500. 


DOG DAYS IN K.C. BUT 





‘STREET’ HOT $20,000, 


Kansas City, July 13. 

Summer dog days are here in 
earnest. “Street With No Name” in 
the Tower-Uptown-Fairway com- 
-bination looks strong on 10-day | 
run. “Summer Holiday” at Mid- 
land backed by “Sign of the Ram 


| wake of swell $9,000 second sesh. 
Oriental (Essaness) (3,400: 50-98) | Lyrie (RKO) (1,400: 50-75)—“Mr. 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 





This Week $629,500 
(Based on 16 theatres) 
Last Year $626,000 


‘Park’ Sprightly 
$16,000 in Cincy: 


Cincinnati, July 13. 

Biz generally at downtown 
houses is back to mid-Summer 
level after last week's holiday 
feast and extra course of new bills. 
“Up in Central Park,” looks 
sprightly, and will be town top- 
per. “Four Faces West,” (Par) at 
Palace, is the only other fresh 
bills. 

Estimates fer This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3.100; 50-75)—“Up 
in Central Park” (U). Sprightly 
$16,000. Last week, “Emperor 
Waltz” (Par), sensational $26,000 
and town’s biggest for some time. 

Capitel (RKO) (2.000; 50-75)— 
“On Island with You” (M-G) (2d 
wk). Hotsy* $12,500 on heels of 
boff $18,000 preem. 

Grand (RKO) (1,400; 50-75)— 
“Flowing Gold” (W-B) and “God's 
Country and Woman” (WB) (re- 
issues). All right $8,000. Last 
week, “River Lady” (U), $9,000. 

Keith’s (City Inv.) (1,542: 50-75) 
—“Best Years” (RKO) (3d wk). 
Maintaining fast $8,000 tempo in 








Blandings” (SRO), second move- 


(U) and ‘Son of Dracula” (U) (re- 
issues), three days. Pleasing $7,000. 
Last week, “On Merry Way” (UA) 
(m.o.) plus Louis-Walcott fight 
reels, okay $6,500. 

Palace (RKO) (2.600; 50-75)— 
“Four Faces West” (UA). Average 
$11,500. Last week, “Fighting 
Father Dunne” (RKO>, $11,000. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,100; 50-75)— 
‘Emperor Waltz” (Par) (m.o.). Sat- 
isfactory $8.500. Last week, “Mr. 
Blandings” (SRO) (m.o.), moderate 
$6,000. 


Heat Wave Wilts Prov. 
Albeit ‘Sons’ Fme 186; 
Fuller’ 186, ‘Park’ 116 


Providence, July 13. 
Much too hot for theatre-going 
here and downtown spots are 





showing it despite fairly good) 


fare. Mayjesti¢’s “All My Sons” is 
getting a solid ‘play. All houses 
were hurt Saturday and Sunday. 
Estimates fer This Week 
Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65}—“Up 
| In Central Park” (UI) and “Secret 


Service Investigator” (Rep). Slow 
$11,000 or near. Last week. “Fight- 
ing Father Dunne” (RKO) and 
“Arizona Ranger” (RKO), nice 
$15,500. 

Carlton (Fay) (1,400; 44-65)— 
“Give Regards Broadway” (20th) 











also looks pleasant. “Fighting 


Father Dunne” at Orpheum is Fair $4,000. Last week, “Wall- 


irly good in nine days. Summer 
Soot oan now here but theatres 
are making a big play about : 
conditioning and heat-escaping 
. orts. 
a for This Week 

Esquire (Fox Midwest) (820; 45- 
65)—"Will It Happen bri 
and “Argyle Secrets” (FC). Wit 
heavy bally on lovelife of Hitler 
and Eva Braun. Above average at 
$4,000. Last week, Seesenny 
Roan” (Col) ge Days © 

Hill’ (Col), ditto. 
Dow idioud (Loew's) (3,500; 45-65)— 
“Summer Holiday” ‘(M-G' and 
“Sign of Ram” (Col). Steady $16.- 
000. Last week, “On Island With 
You” (M-G) and “Here Comes 
Trouble” (UA), big $18,000 helped 
by holiday — July 5. 
“Orpheum | f 
imining Father Dunne et 
and “Arizona Ranger (RKO). Mod- 
(Continued on page 18) 


O) (1,900; 45-65)— 


and “13 Lead Soldiers” (20th). 


flower” (WB) and “Old Los An- 
geles” (Rep), good $5,000. 

_. Fay’s (Pay) (1.400; 44-65)—“Pan- 
| handle’® (Rep) and “Jinx Money” 
(Rep). Mild $5,000. Last week, 
| “Fighting 69th” (WB) and “Valley 
of Giants” (WB) (reissues), $5,500. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200: 44-65)— 
“All My Sons” (U) and “King of 
_Gamblers” (UI). Very nice $18,000. 
|Last week, “Give Regards Broad- 
|}way” (20th) and “Lead Soldiers’ 
| (20th), dull $12,000. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 44-65)— 
“Fuller Brush Man” (Col) and 
“Adventures Silverado” (Col). Fair- 
ly steady $18,000. Last week, “On 
Isiand With You” (M-G) and 
“Thunderhoof” (M-G), fair $18,000. 

Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65) 
—Emperor Waltz” (Par) (3d wk). 
Second session ended Sunday (11) 
at nice $11,000. First was sock 


; 


D.C. Dips; ‘Legion’ Lusty 
$8,500, ‘Dream’ Dull 146 


Washington, July 13. 

With holdovers in most big 
houses, general level of biz is be- 
low last week’s heartening flurry. 
“Gallant Legion” at smallseater 
Columbia looks hefty. “Dream 
Girl” at the Warmer looks disap- 
pointing, being barely okay. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitel (Loew's) (2,434; 44-80)— 
“On Island With You” (M-G) plus | 
vaude (2d wk). Solid $20,000 after 
smash $35,000 opening stanza. 

Columbia (Loew’s) (1,263; 44-70) 
—*“Gallant Legion” (Rep). Fine 
$8,500 in this smallseater which 
seldom goes firstrun. Last week, 
“Summer Holiday” (M-G) (2d run), 
mild $5,500. 

Dupent (F. W. Mann) (440; 50-85) 
—‘The Idiot” (Indie) (2d wk). | 
Satisfactory $3,000. Last week, | 
fine $4,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,939; 44-74)— 
“Best Years” (RKO) (24 wk). Strong! 
$10,000 at pop prices after 8-week | 
roadshow run last season. Last | 
week, $13,000. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1.163; 44-70) 
—“Komance on High Seas” ‘W3) 
(m.o.). Good $7,000. Last week, 
“Fuller Brush Man” (Col) (2d run), 
same. 

Palace (Loew’s) (2,370; 44-74)— 
“Street With No Name” (20th) (2d 
wk). Holding firmly at $16,000) 
after hot $25,000 opening round. 

Warner (WB) (2,154; 4474)— 
“Dream Girl” (Par). Okay $14,000. 
Last week, “Romance High Seas” 
(WB), ditto. 


Belle’ No Lula In 
Frisco, Dim $14,000 


San Francisco, July 13. 

Balmy weather here is. taking 
its toll im grosses this stanza. 
“Emperor Waltz” continues strong 
in second week at Paramount after 
sock first session but elsewhere 
biz is very dull. Both “Lulu Belle” 
and “Fighting Father Dunne” are 
big disappointments while the way 
“Street With No Name” slipped in 
second round held it to only six 
days at Fox. 

Estimates for This Week 


Gelden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 65- 
1.00)—“Fighting Father Dunae” 
(RKO). Fair $15,000. Last week, 
“Stage Struck” (RKO) plus vaude 

and Zig- 


gy Elman orch, terrific $46,500. 

Fex (FWC) (4,651; 60-95) — 
“Street With No Name” (20th) (2d 
wk). Thin $14,000 in 6 days. Last 
week, sock $32,500. 

Warfield (FWC) (2,656; 60-85)— 
“Wallfiower”: (WB) and “To Vic- 
tor” (WB). Mild $14,500. Last 
week, “The Pirate” (M-G) (2d wk), 
oke $13,500. : 

Paramount (Par) (2.646; 60-85)— 
“Emperor Waltz” (Par) (3d wk). 
Husky $19,000 or close. Last weck, 


St. Francis (Par) (1.400; 60-85)— 
“Paradine Case” (SRO) 4th wk). 
Oke $10,000 or over. Last week, 
punchy $12,000. 

(Blumenfeld) (2,448: 

)—“Lulu Belle” (Col). Mild 

$14,000. Last week, “River Lady” 
(U), mediocre $13,500. 

United Artists (Blumenfeld) 
(1,207); 55-85)—“Another Part of 
Forest” (U). Dull $11,000. Last 
week, “Letter From Unknown Wo- 
man” (U) (2d wk), $8,000. 

Stagedeor (Ackerman) (350: 60- 
85)—“Corridor of Mirrors” (U) (2d 
wk). Nice $2,700. Last week, 
$3,800. . 

Larkin (Roesner) (400; 65-85)— 
“Overlanders” (U) and “The Raid- 
er” (Indie) (reissues). Good $2,500. 
Last week, “L’Atalante” (Indie) 
and “Zero De Conduite” (Indie), 
$2,800. ’ 

Esquire (Blumenfeld) (955: 55- 
85)— “Gung Ho” (FC) and “Eagle 

” (Indie) (reissues). Okay 
$8,000. Last week, “River Lady” 
(U), $7,500. 

State (Par) (2,133; 60-85) — 
“Flewing Gold” (WB) and “Back- 
round To Danger” (WB) (reissues). 
Okay $6,000. Last week. “Rose 
Washington Square” (20th) and 
“Slave Ship” (20th) (reissues), 
$8,500. 


——————————————— 
Estimates Are Net 


Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, ie., 
without the 20°% tax. Distribu- 
tors share on net take, when 
playing precentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come. 

The parenthetic admission 

rices, however, as indicated, 














$15,000. 








include the U. S. amusement 
tax. 


N.Y. Loaded With Westerns, Mellers; 


Canon’ Loud $30,000; ‘Parade’ Gay 
626, ‘Affair’-Stafford Tall 826, 2d 


Sweltering weather and usua! 
letdown after the Fourth of July 
are taking a deep cut into Broad- 
way firstrun business this week. 
After looking for forecasted rain 
or two or three days over weekend, 
deluxe theatre managers finally got 
solid relief yesterday (Tues.). As 
a result there was a decided pickup 


jin trade starting yesterday morn- 


ing. But theatres took it on chin 
Sunday (11) and Monday; more so 
on Sunday, a vital b.o. day. 
Torrid temperatures Sunday and 
Monday sent thousands to the 
beaches and other outdoor spots. 
Several houses noted an improved 


| husiness tone Monday but it took 


the rain Tuesday (13) to really 
revive most spots. 

Currént week is unusual in that 
western epics or adventure-mellers 
are being shown by eight theatres. 
Capitol, Globe and Gotham have 
films of former category while 
Rivoli, Rialto, Winter Garden, Cri- 
terion and Victoria have melo- 
drama-adventure pix. Per usual 
the weaker ones are suffering from 
competition of stronger pictures in 
same area. 

The melodramatic, factual 
“Canon City” is setting the pace of 
newcomers with solid $30,000 at 
the Criterion. “Raw Deal,” another 
meller, is not faring so well at $18,- 
000 though giving the Victoria a 
slight lift from recent laggard 


weeks. 

Globe, with western opus, “Fur- 
nace Creek,” apparently is not be- 
ing helped by the fact that “Fort 
Apache,” up the street at the Cap, 
still is a real draw. “Creek” looks 
very modest $15,000, and stays only 
two reunds. “Drums,” on reissue, 
is doing nicely at Rialto with $11,- 
000 in first week. “Old Los An- 


ing fairly well at $16,000 in Winter 
Garden while “ reissue 


7 ~4 at Cap, but still nice 
$85, in third stanza. 

“Foreign Affair,” with Jo Staf- 
ford and Sam Donahue band top- 
ping stageshow, which was big 
$90,000 opening week, is giving the 
Paramount another strong session 
with $82,000 or more in second 
frame. Heat hurt on Sunday but 
big screen televizing of Williams- 
Jack fight Monday (12) night 
helped. 

“Street with No Name” opens to- 
day at Roxy while Strand brings 
in “Key Largo” on Friday (16). 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 70-$1.50) 
—"Melody Time” (RKO) (7th wk). 
Down to $14,000 in present round 
ending today (Wed.) after nice 
$17,000 last week. Continues with 
“Babe Ruth Story” (Mono) open- 
ing July 26. 

Capitel (Loew's) (4,820; 80-$1.50) 
—“Fort Apache” (RKO) with Lena 
Horne, eee —— orch, gee 
onstage (3d wk). Slipping with. 
of Street, with $85,000, stout, like- 
ly this stanza after $115,000 for sec- 
ond. Stays a fourth with “On High 
Seas” (M-G) and “Stop Music” ra- 
dio show opening July 29. 

Criterion (Loew's) (1,700; 70- 
$1.50)—“Canon City” (EL) (2d wk). 
First week ended last (Tues.) 
night hit stout $30,000 or close. 
Splendid advance ad campaign 
and novel lobby helping this off to 
fine start; favorable reviews also 
an aide. Fourth week of “Lady 
From Shanghai” (Col), in ahead, 
slow $9,000. 

Globe (Brandt! (1,500; 90-$1.80) 
“Furnace Creek” (20th). First week 
ending next Friday (16) looks to 
bit mild $15,000. Holds. Final four 
days of 12th week for “Arch of 
Triumph” (UA) was only $5,000. 
“Creek” goes only two weeks. 

Gotham (Brandt) (900; 70-$1.20) 


‘|—"“Old Los Angeles” (Rep). Okay 


$7,000. Last week “I, Jane Doe” 
(Rep), $6,000. “Mickey” (EL) opens 
next Saturday (17). 

Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 90- 
$1.80)—“‘Time of Life’ (UA) (7th 








wk). Current round ending today 
(Wed.) looks like $14,000 after 
$15,500 for sixth. Stays on, with 
“Return of Badmen” (RKO) due in 
next, but date not set. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 40-95)— 
“Mr. Blandings’” (SRO) (2d run) 
and “Panhandle” (Mono) (1st run). 
In week ending today (Wed.) likely 
will land fine $11,500. In ahead, 
“Flowing Gold” (WB) and “Back- 
ground to Danger” (WB) (reissues), 
good $9,000. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 55-$1.50) 
—‘Foreign Affair’ (Par) with Jo 
Stafford, Georgie Kaye, Sam Dona- 
hue orch topping stagebill (3d wk). 
Second session conciuded fast 
(Tues.) night held well at fancy 
$82,000 after big $90,000 openers 
which was over hopes. Had been 
running near first week’s figure 
until heat slowed up biz. Par flag- 
ship did plenty of splashing with 
advance ads on film and went 
nearly as strong plugging via very 
enthusiastic reviews, and it’s payirg 
off. House helped in current ses- 
sion by televising of Williams-Jack 
fight in Philadelphia Monday (12) 
night, taking in over $1,000 extra 
although not permitted to *bally 
bout until after 6 p.m. Monday. 


Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (5,945; 80-$2.40) — “Em- 
peror Waltz” (Par) with stageshow 
(4th wk). Natural for this to be 
off after recent smash weeks but 
not as much as feared with $144,- 
000 likely in present frame; third 
was huge $157,000, a bit over ex- 
pectancy. Crosby-Fontaine starrer 
hit new 1948 record for first three 
weeks of a new film, and looks to 
go six weeks or more. Bright fol- 
low-thru ad campaign is maintain- 
ing lively interest, with out-of- 
towners flocking in. 

Rialto (Mage) (594; 44-98)— 
“Drums” (FC) (reissue). On week 
ending» tomorrow (Thurs.) appears 
headed for nice $11,000 or better. 
Last week, “Tower London” (FC) 
and “Man Who Reclaimed Head” 
(FC) (reissues) (3d wk-8 days), was 
fancy $10,000. 

Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2,092; 60- 
$1.25)—"Crusades” (Par) (reisstie) 
(2d wk). Initial holdover stanza is 
down considerably from opener 


_| With $21,000 likely in week ending 


tomorrow (Thurs.); first was sur- 
prisingly strong at $30,000. Stays. 

Roxy (20th) (5,885; 80-$1.50)— 
“Street With No Name” (20th) with 
Cab Calloway and his 4 Cabaleers, 
Jackie Miles, Vivian Blaine and 
new iceshow featuring Carol 
Lynne, the Bruises, others on stage. 
Opens today (Wed.). Third frame 
of “Regards to Broadway” (20th) 
plus Dean Martin & Jerry Lewis 
Three Swifts and iceshow sagged 
to $70,000, absence of Andrews Sis- 
ters (due to death of their mother) 
undoubtedly hurting; second was 
solid $90,000, also suffering some 
from Andrews Sisters being out 
part of week. 


State (Loew’s) (3,450; 80-$1.50)— 
“Easter Parade” (M-G) (3d wk). 
Second session ended last (Tues.) 
night held up at socko $62,000 after 
$74,000 opener. First week was 
new high for straight-film policy 
here. Fast turnover (show runs 
only 135 minutes) and $1.80 on 
initial weekend helping to huge 
figur Elabora 


e. te and mar- 
quee plus huge 4-story figures 
on front atten from 
N. Y. visitors. vigorous ad- 


vance ad cam is helping. 
House ir for week- 
ends after ok 

Strand (WB) (2.756: 70-$1.50)— 
“Romance High Seas” (WB) with 


$28,000, very dim, after thin $40,- 
000 for second. “Key Largo” (WB) 

stageshow headed by Count 
Basie orch and Billie Holiday open 
Friday (16). 

Victoria (City Inv.) (720; 70- 
$1.50)—“Raw Deal” (EL). Initial 
week winding up today (Wed.) 
likely will hit very good $18,000, 
favorable in view of weather. 
Stays. Liberal ad campaign and 
superb tront helping. Second 
week of “Fighting Father Dunne” 
(RKO), modest $11,500. 


Winter Garden (UA) (1,312; 55- 
$1.25)—‘‘Man-Eater of Kumaon” 
(U) (2d wk). Second round ending 
today ‘(Wed.) is not doing badly for 
holdover session of this type of pic- 
ture with nice $17,000 in view; first 
week was solid $23,000, best at 
Garden in many weeks and un- 
usually nice for this sort of fare. 
Extensive advance campaign in 
which nearly every imaginable 
angle was plugged is paying off at 
wickets. 


a 




































W 
ednesday, July 14, 1943 








Here’s the full 








joke KeK-Mke} Xtal fake MMe Kon 
ad that climaxed 
the powerful world 
premiere news: 


paper campaign 

















NOI 





by Lionel Wiggarn - 

















0 
RICHARD 





a 






WHITFIELD CONNOR 
ee 





, WHITFIEL 











ONAL RELEASE 














| cae ‘ere 





_Wednesday, July 14, 1948 


VARIETY ‘Al 
? ‘wd 


EVENT FOR PHILADELPHIA 
dpe oA hibtlre Ener 


Today, Philadelphia thrills to two great events. Sharing the excitement of the Democratic 
National Convention, Walter Wanger’s Technicolor triumph, “Tap Rosts,”’ today has its gala World 
Premiere at the Goldman Theatre, with day-and-date premieres throughout the territory. 












Personal appearances by a Hollywood cavalcade, headed by Van Heflin, Julie London, Boris 
Karloff and Richard Long, are launching Philadelphia’s most important motion picture event in 
many years. 


A thousand leading correspondents of the nation’s press and radio, covering the Convention, 
took time out to attend a special midnight preview of “Tap Roots”. . .Top national radio programs 
are saluting the world premiere of ‘‘Tap Roots’ over ABC, NBC and Mutual networks. Full page 
national magazine and newspaper ad tie-ups with Chesterfield, General Electric and Lux have beer 








timed for the premiere. 


It all adds up to tremendous selling power for ‘‘Tap Roots’’ when it plays your house! 


Compared with “G.W.T.W.” by Trade Press! 


Front-paged in MOTION PICTURE DAILY: “One for the 
money —and plenty of it. A big show handled in a big 
way, this attraction is one of the most ambitious since 
‘Gone With the Wind.’ Handled with scope and sweep... 
to entertain and hold audiences in substantial number.” 
e 
Featured in FILM DAILY: “Should attract a large audi- 
ence. Grand scale stuff in fine Technicolor that pulsates 
with action. Powerful...told with sweep and vigor. 
More than fair comparison with Gone With the Wind.'” 
* 
MOTION PICTURE HERALD: “Top grade. Solid mer- 
chandise, commercially. Excellent. Not since ‘Gone 
With the Wind’ has Hollywood dealt with the Civil 
War theme to such dramatic and pictorial advantage.” 


SHOWMEN’S TRADE REVIEW: “ ‘Tap Roots’ is the 
essence of screen entertainment. One of the biggest 
pictures of the year. Done on a grand scale...a real 


‘ spectacle that justly deserves the adjectives ‘big.’ 


Audiences will remember it a long time.” 
> 


BOXOFFICE: “Should result in top takes in all bookings. 
Sure to please. Plenty of red meat for disciples of both 


torrid romance and hard-hitting action.” 

* 
VARIETY: “High romance, color lensing, sex implica- 
tions and broad action will give it ticket-window 


attention.”’ 
oe 


THE EXHIBITOR: “Top notch. Should do well at box- 
offices throughout the country.” 


VAN HEFLIN + SUSAN HAYWARD in 


TAP ROOTS «+ Tedinizolor 
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Red River 
Hollywood, July 13. 


United Artists release of Howard Hawks 
(Charles K. Feldman) production, directed 
by Hawks, co-directed, Arthur Rosson. 
Stars John Wayne, Montgomery ( lift; fea- 
tures Joanne Dru, Walter Brennan, Coleen 
Gray, John Ireland, Noah Berry, Jr., Harry 
Carey, Sr., Harry Carey, Jr. Sceenplay, 
Borden Chase, Charles Scheen; from Chase 8 
Gatevepost story: camera, Russell Harlan; 
editor, Christian Nyby: score and song, Di- 


mitri Tiomkin. Previewed July 9%, ‘48. 
Running time, 126 MINS. a 

Wom Dunson...eesseeeeeeereere Jobn W ayne 
Matthew Garth......--....Montgomery Clift 
Tess Millay. ....ececceecerresest Joanne Dru 
Groot Nadine... .cecceceesss Walter Brennan 
WOR. oo cc cctsnccete ..... Coleen Gray 
Cherry VAlayce...cceeeverrsrees John Ireland 
Buster McGee... «cess Noah Beery, Jr. 
Mr. Melville... Harry Carey, Sr 
Dan Latimer......---++- Harry Carey, Jr 
Weeler Yacey.......-00+- cau Paul Fix 
Matthew Garth (boy)..... . Mickey Kuhn 
Quo... .s0e% ‘ . Chief Yowlachie 
Bunk Kenneally .-.....+++- elvan Parry 
Walt JermensS......sceeeeers ... Ray Hyke 
| Se eee Hank Worden 
Larede hecdneeneeeexas Dan White 
The Wrangler \\ lian Self 
Old Leather lial Taliaferro 


“Red River” will take its place 
among the other big, boxoffice- 
important western epics that have 
come from Hollywood over the 
vears. It’s a spectacle of sweeping 

randeur, as rugged and hard as 
he men and the times with which 
it deals. 

Roug:: and tough with action, 
the film brawis and sprawis over 
two hours and six minutes of foot- 
age with such a tight, sure grip on 
the imagination that the few slow 
spots will not hinder its boxoffice 
reception. A money film from any 
angle—expensive to make but with 
an almost unlimited grossing po- 
tential—“‘Red River” is slotted for 
important playdates and bigtime 
returns, : 

Howard Hawks’ production and 
direction have given a masterful 
interpretation to a story of the 
early west and the opening of the 
Chisholm Trail, over which Texas 
cattle were moved to Abilene to 
meet the railroad on its march 
across the country. : 

Also important to “Red River” 
is the introduction of a new star— 
Montgomery Clift. He is a young 
man who should have an_ im 
portant future in films. While 
“River” is his first bigtime screen 
job, actor’s second venture, “The 
Search,” is already screening. 

Clift brings to the role of Mat- 
thew Garth a sympathetic per- 
sonality that invites audience re- 
sponse. He reads the Garth char- 
acter with an _ instinctive, non- 
chalant underplaying that is sock. 

Hawks has loaded the film with 
mass spectacle and earthy scenes. 
His try for naturalness in dialog 
between principals comes off well. 
The staging of physical conflict is 
deadly, equalling anything yet 
seen on the screen. Picture real- 
istically depicts trail hardships; 
the heat sweat, dust, storm and 
marauding Indians that bore down 
on the pioneers. Neither has 
Hawks overlooked sex, exponents 
being Joanne Dru and Coleen 
Gray. John Wayne has his best as- 
signment to date and he makes 
the most of it. 

Picture is not all tough melo- 
drama. There’s a welcome comedy 
relief in the capable hands of 
Walter Brennan. He makes his 
every scene stand out sharply, 
leavening the action with chuck- 
les while maintaining a character 
as rough and ready as the next. 

Sharing co-director credit with 
Hawks is Arthur Rosson. The pair 
have staged high excitement in 
the cattle stampedes and other 
scenes of mass action. 

The first grade script was writ- 
ten by Borden Chase and Charles 
Schnee from Chase’s Satevepost 
story. Russell Harlan’s camera 
has captured breath-taking scenic 
beauty and the music score by 
Dimitri Tiomkin is an important 
contribution. Brog. 


That Lady in Ermine 
(COLOR—MUSICAL) 


20th-Fox release of Ernst Lubitsch pro- 
duction, directed by Lubitsch, Stars Betty 
Grable, Douglas Fairbanks, Jr.; features 
Cesar Romero, Walter Abel, Reginald Gard- 


finer, Harry Davenport. Sereenplay, Sam- 
son Raphaelson; songs, Leo Robin, Fred- 
erick Hollander; score, Alfred Newman; 


eamera (Technicolor), Leon edi- 
tor, Dorothy Spencer. Tradeshown N,. Y., 
July 10, 48. Running time, 89 MINS, 

Francesea and Angelina....... Betty Grable 
Colonel and Duke...Douglas Fairbanks, Jr. 
BERR agds is cocks 04668 s 04 veo Cesar Romero 
Major BMervattK. .ccgivses ss cs cus Walter Abel 
AM lbOrtO sive s crvecccetseces Reginald Gardiner 
Tvrigt.c.ccccscccsscoccsegsss. Harry Davenport 
PROSE cnt svntsavecss, Virginia Campbell 
@aptain Novak......... Edmund MacDonald 


With Betty Grable and Douglas 
Fairbanks, Jr., chargi up the 
marquee voltage for this lush Tech- 
nicolor musical, “That Lady in Er- 
mine” has all the ig saps of a 
boxoffice winner. This pic was tem- 


Shamroy; 





porarily cut short in the middle of 


shooting by the death of producer- 
‘director Ernst Lubitsch last No- 
vember, but Otto Preminger fin- 
ished it without any break in style. 
Preminger, at his own request—in 
tribute to Lubitsch—receives no 
billing in the credits. 

Fanciful yarn of a Graustarkian 
pneee and a Hungarian conqueror 

treated with that light ~ Sgrored 
of romance associated with “the 
Lubitsch touch.” That touch, how- 


Miniature Reviews 


“Red River” (UA). Thrilling 
epic of the old west, potent 
boxoffice. 

“That Lady In Ermine” 
Musicat-Color) (20th). With 
Betty Grable and Douglas 
Fairbanks, Jr.; solid b.o. 

“Night Has a Thousand Eyes” 
(Par). Suspenseful thriller with 
high exploitation values. 

“Texas, Brooklyn and 
Heaven” (UA). Romantic com- 
edy with light marquee values; 
mild b.o. : 

“Shed No Tears” (EL). Minor 
melodrama for _ secondaries 


only. Dull development and 
slow pace. 
“Train to Alcatraz” (Rep). 


Melodrama for secondary book- 
ings. Okay plot and action. 

“A Friend Will Come To- 
night” (French) (Lopert). Mi- 
chel Simon, Madeleine Sologne 
in World War 2 spy meller big 
for arty houses. 











| ever, is not sufficiently sustained 
| to generate topnotch comedy. Sev- 
|eral romantic sequences open in a 
farcical mood but wind up in a 


deadpan clinch, thereby muffling | 


the laugh reaction. 

This film is a departure from 
previous Grable musicals in its ab- 
sence of any special production 
numbers. Score by lyricist Leo 
Robin and tunesmith Frederick 
Hollander is integrated directly 





into the action in the manner of 
'contemporary legit musicals. One 
| number, “This Is the Moment,” is 
| standout, while two others, “The 
| Melody Has to Be Right” and “Ooh, 


What I’ll Do!” are adequate. 


Samson Raphaelson’s screenplay 
is a tongue-in-cheek fairy tale 
about a married princess who saves 
|her tiny mid-European 
from invasion by bewitching the 
enemy’s commander. But despite 
the martial ingredients and 19th 
Century plume-and-sabre © flour- 


ment. 


Main comedy device is an ances- 
tral gallery of portraits within the 
castle which becomes alive in face 
of the danger to their homeland. 
Miss Grable, also playing a medi- 
eval heroine who was in a predica- 
ment similar to that of her descend- 
ant, steps out of her frame and 
leads the amorous campaign against 
Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., a Hungarian 
colonel. Latter retreats under the 
confusion of double images but 
finally wins the princess’ hand after 
she dumps her cowardly husband. 
Despite this switch, film exercises 
super-caution in not straying out- 
side the censorship codes. 

Top players, assisted by a solid 
supporting cast, play their parts to 
the hilt. Miss Grable registers 
strongly in lavish costumes, and 
handles the musical numbers and 
dancing chores in usual personable 
style. Fairbanks cuts a neat figure 
as the tough warrior who softens 
up under femme influence. Cesar 
Romero, as the chicken-hearted 
husband, furnishes the best comedy 
bits with his mugging and double- 
takes. Walter Abel, as Fairbanks’ 
aide, and Reginald Gardiner, as one 
of the ancestors, also contribute 
firstrate performances. 

Backgrounds for this tinter are 
tastefully dressed with superb cam- 
era handling extracting the maxi- 
mum color values. Herm. 


Night Has a Thousand 
Eyes 
Hollywood, July 8. 


Paramount release of Endre Bohem pro- 
duction. Stars Edward G. Robinson, Gail 
Russell, John fund; features Virginia 
Bruce, William Demarest. Directed by John 


Farrow. Sereenplay, Barre Lyndon, Jona- 
than Latimer; based on novel by Cornell 
Woolrich; camera, John F. Seitz; music, 
Victor Young; editor, Eda Warren. Trade- 
shown in Los Angeles, July 7, °48 Run- 
ning time, 80 MINS. 

OE, TEEDEDs 0.6. 64 cose Edward G. Robinson 
Jean Courtland...c.ee..sceeess Gail Russell 
Elliott Carson..................John Lund 
WIT dan a duis ccccece ee Ne Virginia Bruce 
Lieut. Shawn.......e+...William Demarest 
Peter Vineen.... ...cosseenees Richard Webb 
Whitney Courtland........... Jerome Cowan 
Di. WR 0s Fo Wha ++... Anslow Stevenson 
Mr. Gilmati:... .sccccosesces John Alexander 
Melville Weston. ............ Roman Bohnen 
pA Se rs Luis Van Rooten 





Suspense is the dominating ele- 
ment in this thriller which follows 
a man who can foresee the future. 
Told in broad strokes of tenseness, 
picture can expect handsome re- 
turns with its strong exploitation 
possibilities. 

Plot which might easily have 
gone overboard in handling, instead 
is a steadily-moving yarn of a 
mind- yng who eventually dis- 
covers the frightening fact that he 


happen. Told in flashback form, 
story starts with Gail Russell about 
to commit suicide by jumping 
from a trestle onto a track in front 
of onrushing train, in terror after 
having been told by Edward G. 
Robinson, the diviner, that she will 
meet a violent death within a few 
days. Events in natural order then 
are narrated by Robinson, from 
time he learned he was gifted—or 








country | 








ishes, the story is lacking in move- | 


he ean actually tell what is to} < 





damned—with his inner sight to 
opening events, _and occurrences 
that follow leading up to strong 
climax. ; ; 
John Farrow’s sure directorial 
hand is seen throughout unfolding 
of picture, scripted melodramatic- 
ally by Barre Lyndon and Jona- 
than Latimer. Megger has main- 
tained highly-charged atmosphere, 
and has able actor in Robinson 
to give credence to character. 
Robinson makes most of role, and 
has lovely support in Miss Russell. 
Jerome Cowan, Virginia Bruce, 
William Demarest and Roman Boh- 
nen also contribute heftily to in- 
terest. John Lund, co-starred with 


|Robinson and Miss Russell, isn’t 
iso fortunate, in evoking interest, 
| but his role is necessary to plot. 


Production reins -were_ well 
handled by Endre Bohem. John 
|F. Seitz’ camera work, as well 


as Eda Warren’s tight editing and 


Victor Young’s atmosphere score, 


| likewise contribute to film’s quali- 


ties. Whit. 


Texas, Brooklyn and 


Heaven 
(ONE SONG) 

United Artists release of Robert 5. 
Golden production. Stars Guy Madison, 
| Diana Lynn; features James Dunn, Michael 
Chekhov, Florence Bates, Lionel Stander. 
Directed by William Castle. Screenplay, 
Lewis Meltzer; based on story by Barry 
Benefield: song, ‘‘Texas, Brooklyn and 
Heaven,’’ Ervin Drake, Jimmy Shirl; cam- 
era, William Mellor; editor, .James New- 
com; musieal director, Emil Newman, 
Tradeshown N. Y. July 9, ‘48. Running 

time, 76 MINS, 
Eddie Tayloe....ccvcscsvcceees Guy Madison 
Perry Dutklin...cecccccevccecs Diana Lynn 
Mike. WOEPEEIET TTT TE Cee eT. James Dunn 
The Bellhop....cccccscereces Lionel Stander 
Ys Creer errs Fiorence Bates 
Gaboolian.......6...+++...-Michael Chekhov 
Ruby Cheever...........Margaret Hamilton 
Pearl Cheever...ccecsececcecs Moyna Magill 
Opal Cheever........ We Dh os bee &8 Irene Ryan 
WAS WAGE occ S ss cc ndavececs Colin Campbell 
Capt. TOG sis vin COST a eb ees Clem Bevans 
Carmody, the Cop...cesescses Roscoe Karns 
TO AGW cs oes os 0s eee es William Frawley 
ND. Se eo erat se eaten. Alvin Hammer 
Dr.  DANBOR. «000s ceredeases Erskine Sanford 
MOGONICR] . csc ccccsccecccesced John Galidet 
PUIOCOUAT oo 5 500 0c seeanwnees ia James Burke 
PRIDE vc vc ac cevsoccsstens es Guy Wilkerson 
Oey I. wv eececiocsccade td RE See 
MURNUMMMNE. vGco ore + cheeascaes «oe Tom Dugan 





“Texas, Heaven and Brooklyn” 
is a rambling film that will have 
only a mild boxoffice impact. Lack 
of marquee weight will not help in 
overcoming other drawbacks of the 
production. Attempts to cash in 
on the two great national cliches of 
humor, Brooklyn and Texas, is 
treated in a plodding style with 
much hokey sentimentalism and 
few laughs. 


Major flaw of this film is that the 
screenplay contains neither plot 
nor point. Story begins uncer- 
tainly, proceeds aimlessly and ends 
abruptly. Confusion of the pic is 
highlighted by a deficient editing 
job which leaves some sequences 
dangling in the middle, wholly un- 
explained. This glaring flaw was 
likely necessitated by heavy scis- 
soring to bring the running time 
within dual bill needs. 


This yarn is concerned with the 
adventures of a Texas lad, Guy 
Madison, who travels to New 
York to become a playwright. En 
route he teams up with a run- 
away Texas gal with a yen for 
the Brooklyn ozone. In New York, 
Diana Lynn adopts a pickpocket, 
Florence Bates, as her mother, 
and moves in with a trio of Flat- 
bush spinsters. Story, which James 
Dunn, as a_ bartender, unfolds 
through long backflashes, travels 
through one flat scene at Coney 
Island and another in a whacky 
Brooklyn riding academy contain- 
ing mechanical horses and eamels. 
Sudden end to the film witnesses 
the romantic couple back in Texas 
riding the range. 

Madison registers _ pleasantly 
but isn’t given much to do. Miss 
Lynn is also likable personality 
but finds it tough-going through 
such awkward lines as “Brooklyn 
is a wondrous place indeed.” Best 
thesping bits are supplied by 
Lionel Stander, as a lippy hotel 
porter, and Florence Bates, as the 
honest-faced dip. Dunn also 
does nicely in the bit part of the 
bartender. 

One pleasant number, “Texas, 
Brooklyn and Heaven,” is ren- 
dered in accompaniment of the 
credits, : Herm. 





Shed Ne Tears 
Hollywood, July 10. 


Eagle Lion release of Robert Frost pro- 
duction. Stars Wallace Ford, June Vincent: 
features Robert Scott, Frank Albertson, 
Richard Hogan, Elena Verdugo, Johnstone 
White. Directed by Jean Yarbrough. 
Screenplay, Brown Holmes, Virginia Cook; 
from novel by Don Martin; camera, Frank 
semen ee oo oer R. Cerf. At 

e, Ho . June 9, °48. 
time, 70 MINS, re ee 


RO ROVE. i icssvccdeees «...Walla 
Edna Grover Vincent 


ts Chace eoesse...JdUne Vi 

Ray Belden.........«. PY er ee Robert ‘Boot 
Huntington Stewart........Jonathan White 
Tom Grover.......... Sdind ways Dick Hogan 
PEO RE eens +++--Frank Albertson 





A minor entry for secondary 
bookings, “Shed No Tears” barely 
gets by. Overlong on footage and 
slowly developed, yarn fails to 
generate much interest for specta- 
tors. Sharper editing might help 


Par’s Unusual Trailer 


Considerably more ambi- 
tious than in its first try last 
vear, Paramount has come up 
with a nine-minute combina- 
tion public relations pitch and 
trailer of future product un- 
der the label of “The Magic 
City.” This briefie which Par 
will distribute’ cuffo is a smart 
operation for exhibs playing 
Paramount product who can 
book the pic without upset- 
ting schedules. Its trailerizing 
phases are not too blatant 
while it cannily sells Holly- 
wood along the lines recently 
urged on the majors by_ the 
Theatre Owners of America. 

“Magic tees off by declaring 
there is no slump in Holly- 
wood. It promises full speed 
ahead and the delivery of “the 
greatest array of pictures’ 
ever turned out by the studios. 

Then the camera focuses on 
a typical day in the Coast 
city and on the star, tech- 
nician and ordinary worker 
putting in their methodical 
chores. Naturally, activities at 
the Paramount studio takes 
the main attention. 

Par’s film of the same genre 
last vear, “Made in the 
U. S. A.” was 6% minutes 
long. It was booked into 11,- 
000, situations. The present pic 
has the disadvantage of being 
longer. The added time, how- 
ever, is well used to build 
general interest. Company is 
using some 400 prints for wide 
distribution. Wit. 








to fit it as filler material on dual 
bills in lesser situations. 

Very mild screenplay deals with 
an insurance fraud and backfiring 
blackmail with cast trying hard 


| but seldom succeeding in breath- 


ing life into plot. Dialog is trite 
and Jean Yarbrough’s direction 
meandering. 

June Vincent, the real heavy, 
talks husband Wallace Ford into 
faking death to collect a $50,000 
insurance policy. Suspicions of 
Richard Hogan, Ford’s son by an 
earlier marriage, upset the perfect 
scheme and the detective he hires 
takes a blackmail to bolster his 
regular fee. Windup has Ford 
appearing to shoot Miss Vincent’s 
new love and, to a chorus of 
screaming lead and police sirens, 
a death leap from a 10-story win- 
dow solves all the plot’s problems. 

Ford manages the most interest 
of the cast. Among others are 
Johnstone White, the blackmailing 
private eye, Robert Scott, Miss 
Vincent’s new.romance, and Frank 
Albertson. Stronger direction by 
Yarbrough could have given the 
Brown Holmes - Virginia Cook 
script a little lift. Production 
values achieved by Robert Frost 
are minor and lensing by Frank 
Redman is standard. Brog. 





Train to Aleatraz 
Hollywood, July 9. 


Republic release of Lou Broc ay - 
tion. Stars Donald Barry, pts tire 
William Phipps; features Roy Barcroft. 
June Storey, Jane Darwell, Milburn Stone. 
Chester. Clute, Ralph Dunn, Richard Irving, 


John Alvin, Michael Carr. Di 

* . ted by 
Philip Ford. Original sc eagpe 
Geraghty; camera, caeneiay. Gerais 


Reggie Lanning; j 
Harold Minter. Previewed July 4 Tie Run: 
ning time, 60 MINS, ; 


tal: 20d Jas ties Daemons weal Donald Barry 
€ COs ws tees ecseeewoesess +. danet Martin 
aan Calliga®, i. sciueac. William Phipps 
a ond* > bed sevcesene se kan we Roy Barcroft 
a a seeeeess. June Storey 
a ~ Rs ab 2.05 058906 Ce ceecnan Jane Darwell 
Bar Mee 03.00 r 0 tase cetekes Milburn Stone 
ae da RE Ce ae Chester (Clut 
“ NINN die oo oan ts 0 Gaal Ralph Dunn 
oo. vb Rae Uae SNORE R wae tbe Richard irving 
a WE) 5's buhweee deed «600056 2 John Alvin 
jt 26 7VOR Chale s cO¥ ee ase Michael Carr 

F: Fs fidaees etn eceéctracs Mare Krah 
Hutchins et ett Rey CY eee Denver Pyle 
Geronimo eg ee ee lion Eyes Cod 
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Solneias 000 $ cee e460 24% oes. < Steven Baron 
Billings eee ett tees Bob Stone 

g beset eee eceereeveeeees, Don Haggerty 
McHenry 


eC erty et eae John A, Doucette 


“Train for Alcatraz” is a budget 
melodrama for secondary billings. 
Title is apt, plot being laid on a 
prison train, and action overcomes 
— one y Fem casual inter- 

r e i 

time minute running 

e prison train is trans i 
group of convicts to Aitthees aa 
plot _ builds _8radually through 
group’s planning of an escape to 
climax in the blood-thirsty break 
for freedom. Flashback technique 
is used to establish sympathy for 
one of the cons, a young man with 
a bad record who is wrongfully 
convicted of murder. Before blow- 
off, his slate is cleaned by outside 
= -_ — convicts meet 
udden death when 
+. ile the oe they attempt 

na arry is the esca - 
leader and William Phipps ha 
the convict who was wronged. 
There’s a suddenly developed ro- 
mance between Phipps and Janet 
Martin, legit passenger on the 
train, and other chief femme role 
falls to June Storey, gunmoll who’s 
aiding the escape plot. Roy Bar- 
croft, guard; Ralph Dunn, U. S. 
marshal; and Chester Clute, timid 








conductor, give okay law-and- 


- 
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*. a 
order characterizations, 4 
convicts showing up are Milbr® 
Stone, John Alvin, Michael ¢ 
Mare Krah, Denver Pyle, “i 
Philip Ford’s direction of 
Gerald Geraghty script keeps yarn 
moving forward at an okay 
and production values Marshalled 
eby Lou Brock within the lim} 


budget are good. Lensing an 
technical contributions ct 





4 are Stand. 
ard. Brog 
uy : 
A Friend Will Come 
Tonight 
(Un Ami Viendra Ce Soir) 
(FRENCH) 
Lopert Films release of Constantin 
man production, Stars Michel Simona: ian 
ures Madeleine Sologne, Louis Salo 
Saturnin Fabre. Directed by Raymond 
Bernard, Screenplay, Jacques Companeez 
Raymond Hernard from original by Com- 
paneez; camera, Robert Lefebvre; back. 
ground music by Arthur Honegger, Pree 
iewed in N. Y., July 8, '48. R i 
| 92 MENS. eile Running time, 


Michhel Lemaret..sveccccccss 


Miche] Simon 


Helen Asselin........... Madeleine Sologne 
Commissioner Martin..........Louis Salou 
Commander Gerard............Louis Salou 
Philippe Prunier....ccecces Saturnin Fabre 
i MEO. is kc cv ccnneress .Paul Bernard 
Pi DeMRtERGRS oon adciscccees Mareel Andre 
Jacques Leroy.............Jacques Clancy 
Pierre Ribawlt....csccce...... Daniel Gelin 
FR re ae Claude Lehmann 
The Haromess...s.cccacevessss Lily Mounet 
MOURTIGN 6c cc cscteebbass ews Yvette Andreyor 
Ciaire 


ac ROM Rah Oba ke bea ae Cecilia Pareldt 


(In French; English Titles) 

A gripping, unusual spy meller, 
this is one of the better French 
contributions. Unfolded before a 
backdrop of Maquis underground 
operations in France during the 
last war, “A Friend Will Come To- 
night” has action and an unusual 
amount of suspense. And with 
Michel Simon as star, it spells big 
boxoffice for arty theatres. 

Story is mostly told in a private 
mental hospital of French Alpine 
region near Switzerland, at time 
|the Nazis were prowling the sec- 
itor in the fall of 1944. Yarn shows 
ithe German forces trying to locate 
}among the inmates the brains of 
ithe underground. 

Simon as a bewhiskered inmate, 
turns in another splendid charac- 
terization. His portrayal of a so- 
called world philosopher, as he 
fends off interrogations by the 
Nazi secret agent, furnish a high- 
light of the film. Scene winds up 
by Simon offering himself as the 
Maquis ringleader, and willing to 
be shot although not knowing what - 
it’s all about. 

Madeleine Sologne impresses as 
the Jewish girl whose family has 
been wiped out by the Germans. 
Incidentally, she looks like a U. S. 
screen possibility. . 

Louis Salou is fine as the Maquis 
leader masquerading as hopelessly 
insane, Saturnin Fabre, Paul 
Bernard and Marcel Andre top 
the excellent supporting cast. 

The unusual plot has been con- 
cocted by Jacques Companeez, with 
Director Raymond Bernard collab- 
ing with him on the screenplay, 
Bernard’s direction is topflight as 
is the lensing by Robert Lefebvre. 
Latter has done particularly well 
with outdoor cameraing. Wear. 












Ent’s Loan 


Continued from page 3 oo 


of production, and “The Numbers 
Racket” (formerly “Tucker’s Peo 
ple”), which is before the cam- 
eras. Both pix are for release by 
Metro under Ent’s new pact with 
that company. The first five films 
were distributed by United Artists 
domestically and by Metro abroad. 
“Tennessee’s Partner,” a Harry 
Sherman production, is still to be 
delivered to UA under the Ent 
pact. al 
Here’s the lineup on the initial 
five films: 
Total 
Gross 


Negative 
Cost 


“Ramrod” .. $1,500,000 $2,000,000 
“Other hove" 2,200,000 1,850,000 
“Body an 

Soul” ..... 1,800,000 4,700,000 
“Arch of 

Triumph ., 4,250,000 4,100,000 


“4 Faces West’1,200,000 1,100,000 

Many of the above figures, of 
course, are rough estimates, since 
some of the films haven't played 
enough dates either domestically 
or abroad to make very close cal- 
culations. “Body and Soul,” of 
course, was Ent’s big grosser. How- 
ever, the profits it represents are 
not as large as they appear, since 
50% of the net goes to the John 
Garfield-Bob Roberts indie unit, 
Roberts Productions. 

“Arch of Triumph” has played 
only a few more than 200 dates In 
the U. S., with rather spotty b.0., 
but UA has been able to get good 
terms for it on strength of the 
novel and the Bergnvan-Boyer cast 
names, Estimates are that it will 
do about $2,500,000 in the U. S. 
and Canada and about $1,600,000 
abroad. It is figured much better 
comparatively for overseas audi- 
ences than fer tt-~> in this 
country. 
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U.S. Distribs Get Respite in Brazil 
But Spanish Situation’s Still Sour 


With 





utors already plagued with the 
45% British playing time quota, 
their international headache eased 
oit in one country this week but 


was aggravated in another. A dif- 
ficult situation in Brazil was amel- | 
iorated when a recent Price Con- 
trol. Board ukase placing a maxi- | 
mum 40° © percentage on distribs 
rim rentals was ruied unconstitu- 
tional by the Ministry of Labor 
On the other hand, the U. S. indus- 
try faces a glum sales outleok in 
Spain after Aug. 31, when import 
licensing fees will be virtually 
doubled. , 
The temporary Brazilian dilem- | 
ma arose from a recent Price Con- 
trol Board regulation which not 
onl) fixed a 40° rental ceiling on 
distribs’ rentals, but permitted ex- 
hibs to deduct a variety of oper- |, 
ating expenses from gross receipts | 
before the rental percentage was | 
applied. If the Board’s ruling had | 
not been nullified it would have | 
dealt a body blow to American film 
earnings in the Brazilian market. | 
Last year’s remittances totalled | 
about $6,000,000. f 
On the Spanish horizen, that | 
stiles field is expected to decrease | 
from some 200 Hollywood films | 
which are beifg imported into 
Spain in the 12 month period ex- 
piring Aug. 31, down to a probable 
£0 features in the year following. 
Held responsible is a 100° boost 
in the already stiff import permits. 
From the present $25,000 fee per 
feature, they’re being upped to 
about $50.000. Inasmuch as the cost 
of import permits are less for films | 
of other countries, it’s felt that the | 
government’s action will tend to! 
open up the Spanish market to the | 
British, French and Italians at the | 
expense of the U. S. industry. 
Colombia is another spot that’s 
none too rosy, according to William | 
DeMello, manager for Western 
Electric in the Caribbean area, Ar- | 
riving in New York last week for) 
homeoffice huddles with Westrex | 
Corp. ‘a subsid) execs, he pointed | 
out that despite generally good | 
-usiness in Colombian film houses, | 
profits of American distribs failed | 





; 


ment’s policy of tightening up on 
remittances. 


MEX PIX ATTENDANCE 
TREND IS STILL DOWN 


Washington, July 13. 





«Downward attendance trend in work here under Riccardo Freda’s | legit. 


Mexican motion picture theatres 


major American distrib-+ 


| spite 


‘and outdrawing Soviet 


NO IRON CURTAIN FOR 
U.S. PIX B.0. IN POLAND 


Warsaw, July 13. 

Iron Curtain or not, American 
films reign supreme in Poijand. De- 
the affinity between this 
couniry and the USSR, and the 
strained relations currently be- 
tween Russia and the U. S., Yank 
product is getting full play here 
filnn by 
better than 3-1. Not only that, but 


| American film companies are get- 


ting dollars from Poland for their 
pictures, minus the restrictions im- 
posed in most other countries. 

In a recent week, 16 of the 
country’s 25 key city  firstruns 
were showing U. S. pix, which are 
circulated here by the Motion Pic- 
ture Export Assn. Breakdown 
showed that MPEA films were be- 
ing screened in all four firstruns 
in Katowice, in four out of six in 
Lodz, in two out of three in Poz- 
nan, in three out of five in Kra- 
kow, in two out of four in Warsaw 
and in one out of three in Wro- 
claw. 


Buyers Swarm In 
For Italo Pix 


Rome, July 6. 

Buyers are coming here from all 
countries for pix. Latest include 
Sardar Chandulal, head of Bombay 
Ranjit Film, by whom Italian pix 
will practically be introduced into 
the Indian market. Another visitor 
was Tamislav Kansky, Film Polski 
vice-manager, here to study a film 
exchange between Poland and 
Italy. and eventually the produc- 
tion of Polish films in Rome stu- 
dios. 

Also in to exchange or buy pix 
were Robert Chabert, rep of many 
French units; Raffaele Marzocchi, 





to measure up. due to the govern- | of Swiss Sefi Film; Vincente Mon- 


| tal, Lux Spanish distributor; Vin- | 
| cent Lopert, of New York, and Ugo 
Sorrentino, of Rio de Janeiro Art. 
Film, Ltd. The iatter. who bought 
|“Assunta Spina” for all South | 
America, also set a deal with Uni- | 
|versalia for the production of. 
|“Guarany,” a longhair biopic on/ 
| Carlos Gomez's life. Film is now in | 
with the 


direction, Portuguese 


SCOS 


DAMPENED 





WEATHER KAYOS 
NITERIES, HALLS 


Rome, July 6. 





Niteries are being seriously af- 
fected throughout Italy by bad 
weather and taxes. According to 
local custom, clubs and dancing 
|establishments, as well as restau- 
|rants, cafes and bistros, move to 
the open air with the beginning of 
summer. Cold and rain have com- 
peiied operators to ivok for sheer 
again—when possible. While many 
Rome establishments, such as Rus- 
sie Garden, ABC, Quirinale Tav- 
ern, Milleluci, 11 Faro, La Giusini- 
ana and Grotte di San Callisto, can 
operate indoors or outdoors, such 
as Jeckey Club, which had express- 
ly equipped a summer suburban 
branch, the Belvedere, for the first 
time, are in hot water. 

Same applies to the summer 
season niteries or dance-halis. The 
|} old — Lucciola, Colle Oppio —as 
well as the new .ones—Cubano, 
Follie Marine—are doing weak biz. 
Niteries along the Tiber, in vogue 
after liberation, haven't re- 
opened this year, owing to heavy 
taxes on deluxe establishments and 
dance-halls, which struck them 
hard last season. 

Because of the unsettled weath- 
er, almost all indoor dancing es- 
tablishments continue to operate, 
event those, such as Le Pleiadi, La 
Boite, Villafranca, Nirvanetta, Ap- 
pollo, Florida, Colibri and Colum- 
bia, having no garden or open-air 
space. They generally shutter in 
May. But their biz isn’t good. 

Lide Takes It On Chin 

Weather is particularly bad for 
ithe Lido, Rome’s beach, where the 
|bathing season is practically nil. 
| Lido night life is suffering. With 
| their establishments almost empty, 
| operators say that they'll go busted 
iif they can’t retrieve in September 
| the losses of June. 
| Open-air theatres in Rome are 
janything put packed. Not even a 
|moneymaker like Nino Taranto 
| with his revue can crowd the Colle 
|Oppio. Casina delle Rose, Arena 
Cosmo and Arena Croce del Sud, 
|playing revues or vaude shows, 
‘aren't doing better. The tradition- 
‘al grand opera summer season at 
the Terme di Caracalla, scheduled 
from July 1 to Aug. 29, is being 
delayed. 


; 





Dutch Film Monopoly's Nix to U 
Stalls U.S. Distribs’ Solo Selling 





HUDDLES CONTINUE ON | 
FRENCH-US. PIX SETUP 


Paris, July 13. | 

Negotiations are continuing here | 
at government level to settle vari- 
ous difficulties between France. 
and the U. S. picture industry, 
which for a time _ threatened 
an embargo on further Yank 
shipments to this country. Con- 
sultations have been carried on by 
Cameron Turner, oi ihe U. 5. Eim- 
bassy, with advice from Gerald 
Mayer, Motion Picture Assn. of | 
America international division 
topper; Frank McCarthy, MPAA’s 
Continental rep, and Rupert Al- 
lan, MecCarthy’s assistant. 

Negotiators for the French in-| 
clude Michel Fourre-Cormeray, | 
head of the Cinema’ Administra- 
tion. Through the efforts of the 
American group, rash legislation 
asked for by the more radical ele- 
ment here was thwarted long 
enough for the State Dept. to step 
in and arrange for the present con- 
ferences at which the U. S. view 
can be made known. 

Mayer, scheduled to return to 
his headquarters in N. Y. this 
week, has postponed his departure 
indefinitely. He'll remain here un- 
til the situation has been consider- 
ably further disentangled. 


ABPC's Net Profit 
Down to $3,824,696 


London, July 13. 
Associated British Picture Corp., 
in whi¢h Warner Bros. has a 37% 
chunk, has annou 








‘effective only 


* Refusal of the Bioscoop Bond, 


Dutch film monopoly, to grant 
Universal a license to open offices 
in Holland has set back plans of 
the major companies to go into in- 
dividual selling in that country. 
Operating jointly in Netherlands 
under the Motion Pict»*e Export 
Assn. since the end of the war, 
distribs had planned to open their 
own sales offices there as of Sept. 1. 

Agreement under which the 
MPEA setup in Holland was to be 
turned into nothing more than a 
physical distribution agency car- 
ried a ciause that it was tc become 
if all companies 
could get licenses to operate there 


'on their own. Licenses have been 


refused to Universal, Columbia, 
United Artists and Monogram- 
Allied Artists. AH except U, how- 
ever, have waived their right to 
object to the MPEA abandonment. 

Columbia and Mono are plan- 
ning to sell their product outright 
to distributors in Holland, so aren’t 
interested in setting up their own 
sales offices. UA is planning to 
sell via the organization of Fred- 
erick L. Strengholt, so likewise 
doesn’t care about a license for its 
own offices. U did plan to do its 
own selling. 

Metro, 20th-Fox, Warner Bros., 
RKO and Paramount were granted 
Bond licenses without difficulty. 
In issuing the permits, the Bond 
said it was because these companies 
had operated independently in the 
Netherlands before the war. The 
other companies did not and so it 
is not desired that they start now, 
they were informed. 

Referred Back te Paris 

Report on the refusal to grant 
licenses to the four companies was 
made to the foreign managers of 
the MPEA companies at a meeting 
in New York Monday (12). Fol- 
lowing some discussion, it was de- 


heed a trading cided to refer the matter back to 


profit of $8,104,440 compared with a committee of major company 


$12,307,132 for previous year. Net 
profit, disclosed several weeks ago, 
amounted to $3,824,696, off from 
the $6,293,220 racked up in 1947. 


Gross receipts totalled $75,369,-_ 


reps in Paris for further regotia- 
tion with the Bond. It was an on- 
the-scene investigation by this 
three-man committee that led to 
the decision to abandon MPEA- 


284 of which $27,947,628 paid in selling in Holland. It is believed 


entertainment taxes. Fal! in net 
takings of nearly $2,800,000 due to 


likely now that the entire com- 
mittee or one of its members will 





increased costs and the high rate | 


return to Holland for the new 


Bad weather, however, is Pro-' o¢ the entertainment bite. Dimish- negotiations. 


longing the activity of regular the-_ ing incomes and ant age in the | 
cost of living are the other factors. 


atres. which in previous years 
would already be closed. The Adri- 
ano put on a succesful opera season, 





and will continue with revues and 
Daniela Palmer is a hit at 
'Teatro delle Arti in a revival of | 


evidenced during the last half of | actor Antonio Viiar in the lead Noel Coward's “Week-End.” “The | 


1947, has continued this year, Mex | 
exhibitors “report, via Nathan D. | 
Golden, chief of Motion Picture- 
Photographic Branch, Dept. of- 
Commerce. . | 

Boxoffice receipts for 1947 to- 
taled 71,750,274 pesos ($14,330,055) 
led by U. S. films with 39,992,023 
pesos ($7,998,405). Domestic films 
ranked second with grosses of 23,- 
157,894 pesos. 


Artist-Flowers Pay 
Swap Smells Too Sweet 


Vienna, July 6. 
Swapping flowers against artists 
is newest quirk in international ex- 
change. Austrian importers of 
Italian flowers have proposed to 
the Rome Chamber of Commerce 
that 25,000,000 lire (1,000,000 Aus- 
trian schilling, at normal rate 
$100,000) back pay to Austrian art- 
ists appearing in film, legit and 
radio in Italy, be deposited on 

special account. : 
+ OF this, 25°¢ is to be paid out in 
lire to the artists, 75% to be used 
for purchases of Italian flowers. 
Artists would get proceeds from 
Austrian importers in Vienna on 


their return. 


DE VAUCORBEIL’S NEXT 
Paris, gt 

Max de Vaucorbeil, of i 
Francais? de Cooperation Cinema- 
tographique, is readying a color 








role. 


ALL THEATRES IN TOWN 
RAZED BY JAP QUAKE 


Every film theatre in Fukui, 
Japan—six in all—was razed by 
the recent earthquake in that area, 
according to word received in New 
York last week by the Motion Pic- 
ture Export Assn. Charles Mayer, 
MPEA managing director in Japan, 
airmailed a report to the home- 
office that the disaster brought 
death to at least 1,500 theatregoers 


Heaviest toll, Mayer revealed. 
occurred at the Toho theatre 
where 1,000 customers were killed. 
The Chuo Eiga Gekijo theatre, 
only house playing an American 
film, fortunately was emptied of 
1,300 patrons minutes before 
shocks - leveled the _ structure. 
Meanwhile the MPEA exec has 
authorized a number of charity 
performances to aid the homeless 
_in cooperation with local relief 
agencies. 


BERT REISMAN’S BERTH 

Bert Reisman, manager of RKO’s 
office in Venezuela, has been upped 
to the post of company rep in 
South Africa. He takes over from 
Louis Lioni who moves into Hol- 
land as KKO’s agent there. 

Reisman is a brother of Phil 
Reisman, RKO’'s foreign chief. 
Herb E. succeeds Rei 





| alone. 








film based on Victor Hugo's “Bug- 
Jargal.” 





ia Venezuela, 


—l 


Night of January 16” is a smash) 
at the Quirino, with grosses ex- | 
ceeding those made of the winter | 
season with Jean Cocteau’s “The 
Eagle Had Two Heads” and Arthur 
Miller’s “All My Sons.” At the 
Eliseo, Eduardo and Titina de 
Filippo are reviving sonie of their 
greatest successes. 


London, July 13. 
(Figures show weeks of run) 
“A La Carte,” Savoy (4). 
“All My Sons,” Globe (4). 
“Ambassador,” Ald. (2). 
“Anna Lucasta.” Majesty's (37). 
“Annie Get Gun,” Col’s’m (58). 
“Bless the Bride,” Adelphi (64). 
“Rob’s Your Uncle.” Sav. (10). 
“Cage Peacock,” Strand (4). 
“Caribbean Rhap.,” Wales ‘6).— 
“Carissima,” Palace (18). 
“Chiltern Hundreds,” Vaude (46). 
“Edward My Sen,” Lyric (59). 
“Four, Five, Six,” York (18). 
“Giacenda Smile.” New (6). 
“Happiest Days,” Apotio (16). 
“Linden Tree,” Duchess (438). 











“Relapse,” Phoenix (24). 
“Starlight Reof,” Hipp. (36). 
“Travelers Joy,” Crit. (6). 
“Together Again,” Vic. Pal. (66). 





It was also reported at Monday’s 
session that the Dutch may elimi- 


ABPC board is pressing the nate the screen quota, but substi- 


Chancellor of i 
through the Cinematograph Exhib- 


‘itors Assn., for tax amelioration. 
Production is due to start at Els- | 
tree shortly. First two stages are | 


finished and an added two will be 
ready early in 1949. 

Board chairman Sir Philip) 

Warter, in a statement to stock- 
holders, says it is too early to de- 
cide the effects of the quota on 
earnings, but producers may be 
driven to sacrifice quality for 
quantity at a time when British 
films are earning a high reputa- 
tion. 
* Theatre profits are up for the 
first three months of this year but 
the feeling of uncertainty due to 
the quota makes a reliable fore- 
cast for the year impossible, Sir 
Philip declared. 


Amnesty Brings Austria 
Flood of Old German Pix 


Vienna, July 1. 

Recent amnesty of lesser ex- 
Nazis seems to be paving the way 
for reissuing of old German films 
here, according to Wolfgang Wolf, 
Motion Picture Export Assn.’s gen- 
eral manager here. (The U. 5S. 
Army turned denazification of the 
film industry over to local govern- 
ment officials in 1946). The present 





"| flood of old pix is more than the 


market can hold, says Wolf. But 
with rentals for them down to 
30°, exhibs are jubilant, and the 

pix are doing smash business. 
Wolf also added, however, that 
b.o. receipts during the first quar- 
ter of 1948 doubled that of '47, and 
that despite currency reform and 
of cash, U. S. 





| “Worms View,” Whitehall (63). 


resulting scarcity 
films have maintained their draw. 


the Exchequer 


tute currency restrictions for it. 
They have figured that American 
companies will earn about 7.200,- 
000 guilders ($2,736,000) in the 
next year and have reportedly de- 
cided to allow remittance of 50° 
of that sum. 


FRENCH LEGITERS FEEL 
SUMMER TOUR PINCH 


_ Paris, July 6. 

Legiters who expected to get 
work in rural French areas this 
‘summer are being disappointed this 
season. Before the war there were 
normally about 30 companies tour- 
ing the provinces. Difficulties of 
transportation and tilting of costs 
ave reduced that number to about 

Also, instead of producing, as 
formerly, oldtime hits regardless of 
the number in the cast, provincial 
playhouses are now careful of se- 
lecting plays that have a cast lim- 
ited to three or four, thus saving 
traveling expenses. 


Dutch Indies Film Rep 
In N.Y. for Gen’l Powwows 


Charles H. Core, representative 
of the Motion Picture Export Assn. 
in the Netherlands East Indies, is 
due in New York at the end of this 
week. He'll participate in a series 
of huddles with h.o. officials on the 
situation in the Far East. 

Length of Core’s stay in the 
States is indeterminate, since he'll 
await the return of MPEA v.p. and 
general manager Irving Maas, who 
is now in Europe, and may be back 
about the end of July. 
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¢ » All over town 
it’s PARAMOUNT! The side- 
walks of New York from Times 
Square to Radio City are 
thronged with crowds headed for 
Paramount hits, as Paramount §. 





JEAN ARTHUR °* MARLENE 

. in “A FOREIG 
with MILLARD MITCHELL °¢ Produced by 
BILLY WILDER © Screenplay by Chorles Bre 


BING CROSBY ° J 

in “THE EMPER 

Color by TECHNICOLOR * with ROLAND C 
HAYDN © HAROLD VERMILYEA * Produce 
BILLY WILDER © Written by Che 

CECIL B.D 

“THE CRU 


with LORETTA YOUNG 
ond IAN KEITH © KATHERINE deMILLE * C- 


ALAN HALE « GEORGE BARBIER ° M 
Produced ond Direcied 
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own steals the 4th-of-July show with 
ide-@ three simultaneous successes 
mes& thatare not only the top hits in 
are® town right now, but are doing 
Jfor— some of the most sensational 
_ business in all B’way history! 
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th ROLAND C q WALTZ” 
ke Produced ER © LUCILE WATSON ¢ RICHARD 
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Big ae But Lesser Net Profits 
Continue to Reflect Peak Prod. Costs 


Problem of bringing down the 
high cost of filmmaking—which the 
majors took on in earnest follow- 
ing last year’s British tax crisis— 
is proving to be a real toughie, 
recent profit statements of film 
companies are now demonstrating. 
Metro again illustrated the point 
vesterday (Tues.) when it aired 
a net of $842,318 for the 12 weeks 
ended June 3. The take was sharp- 
ly down to one-third that of 1947 
despite the fact that gross sales and 
operating revenues varied with last 
year’s only by a hair. 

Against the $842,318 figure, 
Metro had snared $2,308,042 in the 
equivalent period of °47. Gross, 
however, hit $43,356,000 . against 
$43,371,000 for the same 12 weeks 
of the previous year. In short, 
Metro was able to convert 542% 
of its gross into profits during the 
third quarter of ’47, and less than 
2% in *48. ‘ 

Answer to that, filmites say, is 
that Metro continued to meet heavy 
amortization charges for the period 
on expensive pix. Among the flock 
of high-budgeters in release during 
March, April and May were “Cass 
Timberlane,” “Three Daring 
Daughters,” “B. F.’s Daughter,” 
“Summer Holiday” and “Home- 
coming.” “Cass,” “B. F.” and 
“Homecoming” had top Metro 
casts. “Holiday” and “Three 
Daring Daughters” were both in 
Technicolor, which means higher 
than average budgets. 


Other Companies 


With grosses holding within 10% 
of the past year, big dropoffs in 
net have also been suffered by al- 
most all other majors. Columbia, 
for instanee, took only $855,000 for 
its first nine months against $2,- 
935,000. Universal is down to 
$232,866 for its first half com- 
pared with $2,002,418 last year. 
RKO has hit $1,345,327 in its open- 
ing stanza compared with $2,270,- 
683 last year. 

Metro's 40-week take for the 
period ended June 3 amounts to 
$4,729,063. This compares with 
$10,904,821 in °47. Equivalent 
earnings en common stoek slid to 
92c. per share outstanding against 
$2.12 for the prior 40 weeks. 

Net profit before taxes totalled 
$8,681,908 as against 1947’s $18,- 
645,414. Reserve for taxes comes to 
$3,261,000 in comparison with last 
year’s $7,141,066. 


P.R. Offensive 


with much newspaper publicity by 
Waller's office, principally through 
interviews set with Larry O'Reilly, 
cameraman on the film, who lives 
in Monroe, N. Y., its locale. United 
Press yesterday (Tuesday) broke 
the first story, a by-liner by Jack 
Gaver, on the coast-to-coast trunk. 


Also at the MPAA, Duke Hickey, 
field coordinator in the community 
relations division, took off yester- 
day on a two months’ tour of New 
England. He'll contact educators, 
parent-teachers associations, wom- 
en’s clubs, religious and _ civic 
— ps, presenting the Hollywood 
side. 

Meantime, Edward Cheyfitz, aide 
to Johnston, was headed for the 
Coast to continue organization of 
an all-industry committee there to 
go into the basic facets of operat- 
ing a large-scale, continuing public 
relations program. 


Bacher-DOS 


Continued from page 4 


the next step was up to the law- 
yers. He had considerable coin in- 
vested in the production. Among 
other things, a few crews stood by 
six hours’on the General Service 
lot yesterday awaiting arrival of 
the stars before Baeher called off 
shooting. Bacher was informed by 
wire during the morning that the 
players wouldn’t appear. 

All sets had been constructed 
and there was much preproduction 
work, including tests and a loca- 
tion jaunt to the Napa valley. 

Inability of the Goldens to get 
. a script to suit Selznick was also 


back of his unwillingness to go 
ahead on his deal 
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Fire at Golden, N. Y. 


A backstage fire at the shuttered 
Golden theatre, N. Y., on Monday 
{12), resulted in heavy damage to 
the rear of the house before fire- 
men brought the blaze under con- 
trol. Of undetermined origin, the 
flames partially destroyed sound 
equipment and stage gear. 

The small-seater was formerly a 
legiter and was acquired some 
months ago by Marcel Girosi, head 
of Superfilm Distributing Co., for- 
eign film importers. House began 
its picture policy about a year ago 
with “Henry V.” More recently it 
had been operated by the Siritzkys 
on lease from Girosi. 


Strike Threat Fades 
As SAG, Producers 
Ink Interm Pact 


Holiywood, July 13. 

Clouds of war between thesps 
and producers on the Hollywood 
front faded into a new interim 
agreement. After months of de- 
bates, threats and jitters, the 
Screen Actors Guild's board of di- 
rectors approved an armistice, ef- 
fective at midnight July 31 and 
running to Dec. 31, 1950, a total of 
29 months. While the strike threat 
no longer exists, representatives of 
SAG, the Association of Motion 
Picture Producers and the Society 
of Independent Motion Picture 
Producers will continue to nego- 
tiate on various unsettled problems. 

Television ‘s one of the im- 
portant points in the new agree- 
ment, in which both sides recog- 
nize the new problems created by 
video. They want to pave the way 
for further negotiations on that 
complicated subject: It provides 
for immediate discussion of wages, 
hours and working conditions for 
players appearing in films made 
exclusively for television, subject 
to ratification by SAG membership 
and the boards of the film com- 
panies. The television clause does 
not apply to films televised direct- 
ly to theatres or other places of 
amusement. 

The new pact also provides for 
guarantees to players against law- 
suits by studios in case of a strike. 
It reads: 

“Producers agree not to sue any 
individual actor for breach of per- 
sonal service should the Guild call 
a strike at any legal termination 
date of the Guild contract; in turn, 
the Guild agrees not to strike ex- 
cept at a legal termination date.” 

Another clause provides for 
100° Guild shop. A National La- 
bor Board election will be held 
July 20 to determine whether the 
Guild still qualifies as bargaining 
agent for film actors. The vote is 
required by the Taft-Hartley law. 

Among the important points re- 
maining for adjustment are reis- 
sues, contract player conditions 
such as loanouts and length of term 
pacts, and the re-use of stock shots 
in new productions. Official an- 
nouncement of the accord said: 

“The negotiations have been 
conducted by all the parties with 
a full appreciation of all the prob- 
lems facing the motion picture in- 
dustry. We hope that this agree- 
ment will be the go-ahead signal 
for increased , production of pic- 
tures in Hollywood.” 

It was signed by Charles Boren, 
veepee in charge of industrial re- 
lations for AMPP; Anthony J. 
O'Rourke, representing SIMPP, and 
John Dales, Jr., executive secre- 
tary of SAG. 


Ground-Breaking In 
Aug. for Texas Studio 


Hollywood, July 13. 

Ground-breaking is set for next 
month for $2,000,000 combined 
film-tele studio in San Antonio, 
Texas. Project.. known as Ralle 
United, is headed by Ralph A. 
Ralle. Facilities are to be made 
available on a rental basis. 

Project is on a 35-acre tract, part 
of Alame Downs racing grounds. 
Complete landing field and main- 
—. for planes are part of the 

al. 

Company is backed by Texas Oil 
coin with $10,000,000 planned capi- 











talization. 





Order Equal Billing For | 


Janet Blair Pending Trial 
Los Angeles, July 13. 
Janet Blair was granted an in- 
junction in Federal court in her 
fight for equal billing wit 
Skelton in “The Fuller 
Man.” Columbia was forbidden to 
issue advertising or publicity in 
which the femme star’s name Is in 
smaller type than Skelton’s. 
Trial will be held to determine 
the amount of damages, but Ed- 
ward Small Productions has been 
absolved of all connection with the 
case. 


Newsreels Shoot 
Less at Dem Conv. 


Phiiadeiphia, July i3. 

Newsreel coverage of the Demc- 
cratic National Convention will be 
a far cry from the nearly 250,006 
feet shot at the Republican politi- 
cal jamboree—but the public will 
never know the difference. Fact is 
that the convention footage this 
week will not add up to much more 
than half of what was made of the 
GOP conclave. 





The reels, however, are being | 


careful not to step on anybody’s 
toes. The footage which will even- 
tually reach the screen will be al- 
most inch for inch as much as was 
given to the Renublicans. With the 
experience the industry has had 
with Washington, it wants to take 
no part of being accused of par- 
tiality. 

What is far béhind in this con- 
vention, which makes for good 
newsreel stories, is a large num- 
ber of candidates and uncertainty 
almost up to the time the balloting 
begins. The reels have cut back the 
size of the crews they have here. 
Yesterday (Mon.) first of the con- 
vention, there was very little foot- 
age shot. However, Sunday proved 
a big surprise. The caucus of the 
states’ rights southerners and the 
announcement by Senator Claude 
Pepper, Florida liberal, that he 
would be a candidate, caused the 
reelers to take as much as during 
the comparable period of ‘the Re- 
publican convention. 

The letdown of yesterday and 
today (Tues.) is expected to be 
compensated for by the nomina- 
tions tomorrow. However, it is es- 
timated that the convention will 
be a full day shorter than the Re- 
publican, thus saving more raw- 
stock. 

Another thing saving raw film 
here is experience. At the Repub- 
lican show, the boys shot every- 
thing in sight. Now they are oper- 
ating with less waste motion and 
do not grind the cameras every 
time a handkerchief flutters on the 
speakers’ platform. 

Arrangements for the conven- 
tion have been in charge of George 
Dorsey, of Pathe, and J. C. Brown, 
of News of the Day. Latter is in a 
hospital in Boston and has been 
nana to witness his handiwork 

ere. 


Par’s Move Vs. Brandt 


Paramount Pictures moved in 
N. Y. supreme court last week to 
drop eight defendants from its per- 
centage suit: against Brandt The- 
atres, et al, and replace them with 
eight others. 

Supreme Court Justice James B. 
McNally reserved decision on the 
motions. Par seeks $563,265 dam- 
= from more than 160 defend- 
ants. 
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Petrillo’s Demands | 


a= Continued from page 5 


for 10 hours per week, regardless 
of any work performed, with no 
accumulation of hours for the stu- 
dio’s use at some later time. Film 
execs, however, will fight this pro- 
posal bitterly, since it might mean 
an additional $5,000,000 annual la- 
ber cost. 

A Petrillo-industry clash is seen 
as implicit in the present economic 
Situation, with a two-year rising 
cost of living squeezing labor, and 
the dipping boxoffice revenues 
Squeezing industry. Both sides will 
look for a way out of this dilem- 
ma at the other's expense. It’s felt, 
moreover, that Petrillo will need to 
bring home the bacon for studio 
musicians in view of his rout by 
the broadcast industry. 

Petrillo ‘is planning to turn his 
attention personally to indie mem- 
bers—SIMPP, IMPPA—after the 
new pact is drawn with the majors. 
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‘ings are scheduled for 
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Hollywood Jitters 








h Red | the past few days and more on the 
Brush | schedule to go. 


Metro, with its top homeoffice 





Continued from page 1 i 





(Tues.), which may be attended by 
department chiefs. 
At 20th-Fox, with five pictures 


execs huddling here with studio ¢#in various stages of completion, 


officials, is attempting to settle the 
contracts of a number of execu- 
tives and to eliminate all assistant 


peoeeerrs from the payroll. Uni- 


versal, meanwhile, with seven 
| flms now being gunned on the lot, 
‘plans to shutter its studio Aug. 1 
for six-eight weeks, which is ex- 
| pected to throw a number of work- 
\c.s temporarily off the payroll. = 
| Economy cuts at RKO, freely 
predicted with the advent of How- 
ard Hughes, are growing beyond 
all expectations and are develop- 
|ing into a major operation. Present 
‘trend indicates a shutdown of the 
\studio for two or three months 
when the films currently in work 
are completed about Aug. 15. Dur- 
ing the shutdown period, it is un- 
derstood, Hughes will rearrange 
the personnel and operating sys- 
tem to suit his own ideas. 
300 Off RKO Over Weekend 


About 300 workers checked off 
the RKO lot over the weekend, and 
more are due to ankle next week 
on compietion of production on 
“Every Girl Should Be Married” 
and “Baltimore Escapade.” Still 
more will go with the windup of 
“Interference” about Aug. 14, when 
a general shutdown is expected, 
running into October. 
back lot is the hardest hit of all 
departments, with 180 casualties in 
one day. Additional casualties were 
15 writers, 14 publicists, 36 secre- 
taries, 14 art department workers, 
12 cutters, 12 messengers, five each 
from the camera and accounting 
departments, seven retouchers from 
the still department, four from the 
trailer staff and three each from 
the casting and makeup depart- 
ments. When the current produc- 
tion schedule is washed up, it is 
| expected that about 700 more will 
| be let out. 





vited to use the facilities of RKO’s 
camera department and still lab- 
oratory during the production lull. 
|In the past these rental facilities 
have been restricted to work for 
Republic and for a few indie pro- 
ducers releasing through RKO. 
William Eglinton, head of the cam- 
era department, is making an in- 
ventory preparatory to renting the 
studio’s motion picture cameras to 
off-the-lot producers. 

During the production siesta 
RKO will raake use of its backlog 
of 15 high-budget pictures, enough 
to fill release agreements until the 
end of the year. 

As for the Metro economy meas- 
ures, it’s believed the company 
toppers are attempting to settle 
the contracts of a number of execs, 
including at least one producer 
and several directors. Huddling on 
the problem are Moskowitz, Mayer, 
Rubin and production execs Eddie 
Mannix, Benjamin K. Thau and 
Louis K. Sidney. 

All assistant producers are re- 
portedly to be eliminated. Unless 
the personnel available are to be 


given an opportunity to go else- 
where, even though they’re under 
contract. Orders have gone out 
to department heads to cut at least 
/25%, with instructions that the 
| means for effecting this economy 
_must be ready for submission te 
company chiefs this week. 
400-500 Affected 

The cut ‘s expected to affect a 
minimum of 400-500 in all depart- 
ments. Department heads have 
been prepping the slash plans since 
last week. To eliminate overhead, 
department toppers also will be 
asked to double up as much as 
possible on duties. A survey is 
also to be made on what cuts 
can be effected in these duties 
which, during the war, were spread 
out rather thin over a large num- 
sg of people. 

’s understood .that the son- 
nel of the administration building 
will be clusely screened for the 
first time. Housed here are many 
whose duties are somewhat in 
doubt as to performance, but who 
have been ee here for 
many years. Majcrity are hi - 
aried workers. . : yc 

Drive, too, will be undertaken to 
reduce unnecessary expenditures 
on the back lot. It's said that no 
one in authority has visited. many 
sections of the back lot for 
months, even for years. Certain 
costs have been piling up which 
will be investigated. Further meet- 





To date, the | 


Outside studios have been in- , 


utilized by producers, they'll be | 


there is little surplus manpower on 
the payroll, due te previous cut- 
ting. It is expected that further 
cuts will be made when Darry!] F. 
Zanuck returns from his tour of 
Europe. 


SOPEG Impasse With 

Majors Augurs All-Out 

Sereen Office & Professional 
Employees Guild, priming for new 
contract negotiations with the 
majors in New York for 2,500 
homeoffice employees, is currently 
formulating its demands via local 
chapter meetings at each of the 
compames. Major demands of the 
guild will include a new wage hike 
of about 20%, strict senority rights 
in determining layoffs and promo- 
tions, a union-participating griev- 
ance machinery, a reduction of the 
work week to 35 hours and three to 
four weeks’ vacation time. 

Industry execs, meanwhile, have 
given no indication whether or not 
they will sit down with SOPEG 
| officials to negotiate a new pact to 
replace the one expiring Sept. 27. 
Big possibility that they will re 
fuse to do so has already been in- 
|dicated in the attitude of United 
| Artists, which turned down SOPEG 
|as a bargaining agent because of 
_the union’s failure to comply with 
'the Taft-Hartley law. Film indus- 
try, moreover, is being subjected 
to a general social prejsure against 
dealing with unions allegedly domi- 
nated by the Communist Party. 
SOPEG, as a local in the Unifed 
Office & Professional Employees 
Guild, has been linked to the so- 
called “left-wing” faction of the 
CIO. 

Execs of Local H-63, AFL white- 
collarite union which has moved 
into SOPEG’s UA jurisdiction, have 
disclosed that a group of employees 
at Columbia Pictures are in favor 
of switching from SOPEG to Local 
H-63. This move may spark an 
all-out jurisdictional warfare be- 
tween the two unions. SOPEG 
spokesmen have already indicated 
that they are reaty to utilize “eco- 
nomic action,” meaning strikes, to 
retain their industry position. 


| Date for a bargaining election at 
UA, meanwhile, is still in the lap 
of the National Labor Relations 
Board’s New York office. Arthur 
Younger, NLRB officer, is slated to 
set an early date following hear- 
_ings in the case of Cecile Schuman, 
a UA office worker, who petitioned 
for a place on the ballot. Local 
H-63 attorneys have charged her 
with being a “front” for SOPEG. 


‘DICK POWELL’S P.A. 
WITH HIS PIC ON B’WAY 


, Dick Powell has been set for a 
simultaneous stage and screen ap- 
pearance at the Capitol, N. Y., in 
the early fall. He’ll be in the live 
show at the house the same weeks 
that “Pitfall,” new Sam Bischoff 
film in which he is starred, is on 
‘the screen. 

Booking is set to follow Metro’s 
“On an Island With You,” which 
is next in after the current ‘Fort 
Apache” (RKO). It is expected that 
‘will bring “Pitfall” in some time 
‘in September. 
| This will be the first United 
Artists picture in the Cap for 
some years. Loew's flagship was 
formerly reserved for Metro films, 
but there haven’t been sufficient 
‘to sustain it recently and consid- 
erable outside product has been 
booked. 


| Alexander Hall’s $65,000 


Contract Suit Vs. Col. 


Hollywood, July 13. 
Alexander Hall, erstwhile direc- 
jtor at Columbia, has slapped a 
$65,000 damage suit against that 
company claiming unlawful dis- 
charge. Hall’s suit alleges that the 
studio let him out five months be- 
fore his ticket expired. He was 
‘with Columbia for the past 1! 


| 

years. 

| Action is brought in the Federal 
district court of Los Angeles with 
Gank, Kopp & Tyre as plaintifl’s 
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In the first half of 1948, 20th Century-Fox made the M. P. 
Herald list of BOXOFFICE CHAMPIONS a total of 10 times!**_, 
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CENTURY-FOX 





HOTTER THAN THE HEAT WAVE 
IN LOS ANGELES-PHILADELPHIA 
-SAN FRANCISCO-KANSAS CITY 
-PHTTSBURGH...AND STARTS | 
TODAY AT ROXY, NEW YORK! 
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ha se “THE STREET WITH NO NAME” Starring MARK STEVENS + RICHARD WIDMARK with LLOYD NOLAN 
= BARBARA LAWRENCE. Ed Begley Donald Buka- Joseph Pevney-+ John Mcintire- Walter Greaza» Howard Smith 
Directed by WILLIAM KEIGHLEY. Produced by SAMUEL G. ENGEL- Original Screen Play by Harry Kleiner 
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All Anti-Trust Hearings Stalled By 


U.S” Volummous Info Demands 





Renewed hearings in the Govern-+ 


ment anti-trust action, now pen- 
cilled te start Oct. 13 before the 
three-judge statutory court in New 


York, will probably be stalled con-— 
siderably past that date because of | 


the all-inclusive data demanded 
by the Dept. of Justice on theatre 


holdings, industry legalites now 
believe Information already 
sought by U. S. Attorney Tom 


Clark’s aides, which only refers so 
far to partnership-held properties, 
will take “many months of dig- 
ging.” it's said. And the dope 
which the D of J has now asked 
is a fraction of what it indicates 
will be demanded of the film com- 
panics. 

interrogated by attorneys for the 
majors, Robert L. Wright. speciai 
asst attormey general in charge of 
the e2ce hac informed these law- 
yers that “he doesn’t know” when 
the anti-trust division will be 
ready to pose more questions to 
the defendants. Meanwhile, a 
large number of attorneys have 
been assigmed by the companies te 
dig through the mountains of ree- 
erds and compile answers to some 
ef the questions already asked. 

At a meeting held at the Motion 
Picture Assn. of America’s h.q. in 
N_ Y¥. last week, attorneys for the 
majors agreed on a united stand 
on at least two of the interroga- 
tories. They will challenge Gov- 
ernment demands that the Big Five 
list partmers claimed not to be ac- 
tual or potential theatre operators 
and to identify joint holdings which 
had resulted from either bank- 
gxupicy or innocent investments. } 

Also shaping up for court battle 
is the D of J demand that majors 
itemize the other theatre holdings 
of exhib partners; their principal 
eceupation; and other data on their 
activities. Many of these pards 
have vast holdings of which the 
companies have no official knowl- 
edge and other occupations unbe- 
knownst to major filmites. 

Huddlers at the MPAA meet 
were informed that Wright has 
agreed that the contested ques 
tions will be held up pending the 
2ppeintment of a third jurist te fill 
the wacamey caused by the death 
of Judge John Bright. Once the 
spot has been filled by Chief Cir- 
evit Judge Learned Hand majors 
will move to strike out the disputed , 


Im the meanwhile according to 
their understanding with Wright, 
major company legalites will draft 
amswers te the posers which are 
undisputed. Incidentally, Wright's 


agreement to hold off on litigating . 


challenged irterrogatories repre-. 
sents a chamge in stand by the D 
of J which has been insisting all 


along that the two surviving judges 


have the right to pass on prece- 
dural matters. 





25@-Theaire ‘River’ Bow 
Dallas, July 13. 
Howard Hawks’ “Red River” will 
be givem simultaneous world pre- 
miere showings in 250 theatres in 


Texas, Oklahoma, Kansas and New 


Mexico om Aug. 26. 


Ballantine-Par 


————— Comtieued from page 5 


mereials but, according to a Par 
spokesman, ran enough to let the 
audience know who the sponsor 
was. ; 
Contract gave the theatre the 














“right to advertise out front early. 


in the evening, with the result (hat 
the house was packed by fight time. 
There was mo advance in admission 


priee. with the regular show in- | 


eluding “Foreign Affair,” plus Jo 
Stafford and Sam Donahue orch on 
the stage. 

Coaxial cable between New York 
and Philly was tied up at the time 
the fight was supposed to start with 
the speech of Sen. Alben W. Bark- 


ley from the Democratic national | 
convention. As a result, Par at 


first filled im with some standby 
shorts and then cut in on the Bark- 
ley speech for about 20 minutes. 
until the breadecasters switched 
away from the convention to pick 


Gael Sullivan’s Chi Meet 
To Ready TOA Convention 


Gael Sullivan, executive director 
of the Theatre Owners of America, 
shoved off for Chicago yesterday 
(Tues.) om a visit which will keep 
him there until the end of the 
week. Sullivan will huddle with 
John Balaban (& Katz circuit) on 
arrangements for the TOA annual 
convention which meets in Chi 
during September. 

Additionally, Sullivan will step 
up cooperation of local exhibs and 
advertising agencies with TOA's 
juvenile) delinquency campaicn. 
Theatre group is working with the 
Dept. of Justice on National Youth 
morntlr. 

Meanwhile, Robert Coyne, retir- 
ing exee director, is planning to 
take off from TOA h.q. in New 
York for a vacation of four-to-six 
weeks. Coyne will return im time 
to aid in fimal plams for the con- 
vention. 


Majors in Chi Bearing 


Down on Cleaning Up 
As Many Indies Suits 


Chieage, July 13. 
The majors are pushing a cam- 





| paign to clear as many triple-dam- 


age, anti-trust suits from the calen- 
dars during the hot-weather court 
lull im preparation for the big Gov- 
ernment anti-trust suit hearings in 
New York. Idea is to cut down on 
costly and ever-frequent court ap- 
pearances by limited legal staffs 
and coneentrate on pullimg the 
New York chestnut out of the fire. 

On the heels of a settlement twe 
weeks age of the Theatco suit in 
San Francisco for $200,000, distribs 
have now comprised a $650,000 
damage action brought here by 
Saul Meltzer, head of Melbroe 
Amusement Corp.. operator of the 
Rockne theatre. This time, how- 
ever, terms are far more satisfae- 
tory to distribs simce Meltzer has 
agreed to call off his suit for a 
small, undisclosed sum paid to his 
attorney plus an improvement in 
clearance and run. 


’ Rockne, previously a _ fifth-run 
house, will be permitted to bid for 
second -run product heneeforth. 
Settlement is somewhat similar te 
one made last year by Schoenfeld 
Bros., who also waived money dam- 
ages im favor of an improved run. 

Whereas, in the past. majors 


| stood by a no-settlement stand, re- 


cently there have been a consider- 
able mumber. Besides Theatco. 
defendanis paid Raymond J. Syufy. 
California exhib, $60,000 and closed 
out a case brought by Calumet 
theatre, Hammond, Ind.. by giving 
a better run and no cash. 


Clu Palace, Grand Bid 
For Biz Via 50c Park 


Chicago, July 13. 

RKO Palace and Grand have en- 
tered price-slashing race with a 
vengeance. If move proves success- 
ful, it may make every Loop house 
follow suit. Both theatres have an- 
nounced that patroms may park for 
night shows for 50c. One cause for 
falling attendance has been the 
rising cost of parking, which now 
rums as high as $2 per night. 

Move follows slash of matinee 
seale downtown several weeks age 
to 50¢ before 1 p.m. and 65¢ be- 
fore 5 p.m. Neighborhood houses 
are now contemplating cuts, espe- 
cially for early part of the week 
since nabe biz has dropped con- 
siderably. 


Exhib Into Prod. 
Chicago, July 13. 

Eddie Silverman, head of Ess- 
anmess theatre circuit here, has 
made a deal with Nat Perrin, pro- 
ducer, to film the story of Van & 
Schenck. Silverman is providing 
the financing and picture will be 
shot on the David O. Selznick lot 
and released through SRO. 

Gus Van will act as technical 
director. but is not slated to play 
himself im the story. 


Nat C. Goldstone, via Jerry Hor- 
win, originally set up this package. 











| Court Orders N. Y. Indie 


Chain to Show Its Books 

Loew’s and RKO won a victory 
in N. Y. federal court Friday (9) 
when Federal Judge John C. Knox 
ordered the Eisenberg & Cohen 
circuit to produce its books and rec- 
ords for inspection. The chain, 
which is a defendant in a fraud 
action brought by the distribs, is 
required by the court to make 
available records pertaining to flat | 
rentals as well as percentage book- 
ings. 

Among houses affected by Judge 
Knox’s decision are the Starr, 
Rhinebeck: Lyceum, Red Hook; 
Pine Plains, Pine Plains: Millerton, 
Millerton; all in New York. 


Goldwyn to Greenthal 


} 


Marks 5th Ad Agency | 


Samuel Goldwyn’s switch to the | 
Monroe Greenthal ad agency last) 
week marked the producer's fifth | 











| 
change of agency in seven pictures. 
Greenthal setup, which will han- | 
dle the forthcoming Danny Kaye | 
starrer, “A Song Is Born,” is the} 
third agency to work on that film. | 

Donahue & Coe, when it had the 
Goldwyn account a while back, did 
the radio commercials for “Song.” 
Foote. Cone & Belding then got 
the account and prepared a com- 
plete campaign. Greenthal, in the 
meantime, begam making a pitch | 
for the Goldwyn business and pre- | 
pared an entire set of ad layouts 
on speculation. The agency topper 
showed it in person to Goldwyn on 
the Coast last week, in an extreme- 
ly flossy presentation, and walked 
off with the account. 

Here’s the Goldwyn ad agency 
chronology: “Wonder Man,” Bu- 
chanan & Co.; “Kid from Brook- 
lyn.” Donahue & Coe: “Best Years 
of Our Lives” roadshow release, 
Foote, Come & Belding: “Walter 
Mitty,” FC&B; ‘Bishop's Wife.” 
D&C: “Best Years’ regular release, 
FC&B; “Song Is Born,” D&C, 
FC&B and Greenthal. 





KEACH’S INDIES 

New producing unit has been 
formed by Stacy Keach, former 
Coast test director for RKO and 
Paramount. Outfit will he. in N. Y. 

Keach plans production of a 
strimg of pix, all filmed im Texas, | 
under the title ‘“‘The Texas Ranz- | 
ers” which will depict the history | 
©’ tho police force. Herbert Shap- 
» «oO has been signed to write the | 
Ranger series. 


ft | 


| 

20th Pow-Wow | 
——an Comtinued from page 5 =) 
production may help the sagging 
spots. 

Asked if 20th-Fox would con. 
tinue to pay dividends, Skouras let 
the matter stamd by declaring: “tf . 
love to pay dividends.” He said 
that the possibility of theatre di- 
vestiture isn’t weakening the in 
dustry at this peint. It will be a 
matter of years before divestiture 
can be executed, he said. 

Reporting om 20th’s television | 
activities, Skouras said the com- | 
pany has bids in for five outlets 
despite the facet that television 
won't pay off for many years. Giv- 
img the balance sheet on several 
of the company’s top budget pix, 
he said that “Forever Amber.” . 
whieh ran into heavy censorship 
treubles, will be liquidated with- 
out a loss. 

A buffet dinner was laid out for 
the guests, which included 10 of- 
ficials of Standard & Poor, and also 
Gene Tunney. Latest 20th-Fox re 
lease, “The Street With No Name,” 
was screened te top the evening. 


KANSAS CITY 


(Continued from page 9) 


erately good $14,000 in nine days. 
Last week, “Silver River” (WB) 














jand “Linda Be Good” (EL) with 


Louis-Walcott fight pix (2d wk). 
okay $7,000 in five days. j 
Parameunt (Par) (1.900; 45-65)— | 
“Emperor Waltz” (Par) (2d wk). 
Holding weil at stromg $12,000. 
Last week. big $19.000 but far from 
total indicated by opening days. 
Roxy (Durwood) (900: 45-65)— 
“Belle of Yukon” (Indie) and “Cas- 
anova Brown” (Indie) (reissues). 
Average $3500. Last week. “Caged 
Fury” (Par) and “Speed to Spare” 
(Par). nice $4,500. 
Tower - Uptown - Fairway (Fox 
Midwest) (2.100. 2.043. 700: 45-65). 
—“Street With No Name” (20th). 
Rushed in July 5 and plays 10 days. | 
Nice $20,000. Last week. “Are You| 
With it” «U). yamked after three 
days with weak $3,500. 


| gy” 


,“The Pirate” 


| Fair $2,000. 
| ber Mama” 
| Whistler” (Col) (m.o.). Pine $3.400. 


| 85)—“The Pirate” (M-G). 




















| Picture Grosses 


DENVER 


(Continued from page 8) 

My Sens” theca “Curley” (UA), 
er. a t same. 

et (RKO) (2,600; 35-74) 
“Fort Apache” (RKO) and “Open 
Secret” (EL) (2d wk). Down to $10,- 

000 after big $20,000 last week. 
Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 35-74)— 
“Canon City” (EL) and “Lady at 
Midnight” (EL). also Aladdin, Web- 
ber. Smash $17,000, and holds. Last 
week. “Bambi” (RKO) (reissue) and 
“Inside Story” (Rep), mild $3.000. 
Webber (Fox) (750; 35-74)— 
“Canon City” (EL) and “Lady at 
Midnight” (EL), also Aladdin, Para- 
mount. Great $4,000. Last week, 
“Bambi” (RKO) (reissue) and “in- 
side Story” (Rep), very mild $1500. 


Heat Melts St. Loe Biz 
But Fuller’ Wow 226; 








‘Holiday’ Okay at 186 


St. Louis, July 13. 
With the mercury searing above 


90 degrees many times during the 


past week and chasing natives into 
the country, biz here is still limp. 


“Puller Brush Man” at the Am- 
bassador looks best coin-grabber, 
with “Summer Holiday” fighting 


it out for second money. 
Estimates fer This Week 
Ambassader (F & M) (3,000; 50- 
75)—“Fuller Brush Man” (Col), 
and “Trapped by Boston Blackie” 
(Col). Sock $22,000. Last week, 
“Emperoc Waltz” (Par) and “Shag- 
(Par) (2d wk). big $16,500. 
Fox (F&M) (5,000; 50-75)— 
“Raw Deal” (EL) and “Lady at 
Midnight’ (EL). Mild $19,500. 
Last week. “Fort Apache” (RKO) 
and “French Leave” (Mono) 


| $19,000. 


Loew’s (Loew) (3,172: 50-75)— 
“Summer Holiday” ‘(M-G) and 
“Letter Prom Unknown Woman” 
(U). Good $18,000. Last week, “On 
Island With You” (M-G) and 
‘Murder in Reverse” (Indie), fine 
$23.000. 

Missouri (F & M) (3.000: 50-75)— 
“Romance High Seas” (WB) and 
‘The Hunted” (Mono) (m.o.). Trim 
$8,000. Last week. ‘Miracle of 
Bells” (RKO) and “Give Regards 
Broadway” (20th) (m.o.} (2d wk}, 
big $9.000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2.000: 50-75)— 
“On Island With You” (M-G) and 


“Murder in Reverse” (Indie) 
(m.o.). Nice $9,500. Last, week, | 
“The Pirate” (M-G) and “Here | 
Comes Trouble” (UA) (m.o.), 
$10,000. 


St. Louis (F & M) (4,000: 50-60) 
—Rose Washington Square” 
‘20th) and “Slave Ship” (20th) 
freissues). Modest $8,000. Last 
week, “Gentleman's A ent” 
(20th) and “Naked City” ‘(U) (2d 
run), $7,000. 

Shubert (Ind) (1.500: 40-60)— 
“Emperor Waltz” (Par) and “Shag- 
gy” (Par) (m.o.). Trim $7,500. Last 
week. “Best Years” (RKO) ‘4th 


wk), solid $8,000. 





‘Emperor’ Waltzes Lush 


$27,000 in 2 Pert. Spots 
Portland. Ore... July 13. 
New crop of top pictures has the 
coin pouring into the boxoffice this 
week. “Emperor Waltz” at Para- 
mount and Oriental looks standout 
; ate at United Artists 
also ee dough. 
imates fer This Week 
Breadway (Parker) (1&2: 50- 
85)—“River Lady” (U) and “Dear 


_ Murderer” (U). Good $7,500. Last 


week, “Duel in Sun” (SRO) and 
“Case of Baby Sitter” (SG) (2d 
wk), okay $6,200. 


Music Box ‘H-E) (1.000: 50-85)— 


“Man Iron Mask” (EL) and “Gen- 
tleman After Dark” (EL) (reissues). 
Last week, “Remem- 
‘RKO: and “Return 
Oriental 


tH-E) (2.000: 50-85)— 


“Emperor Waltz” (Par) and “Big 


Town Scandal” (Par), dav-date 
with Paramount. Torrid $9,500. 
oat pers ‘Fort Apache” (RKO) 
an “Let's Live Again” (2 

soek $5,400. eo eee 


a Orpheum ‘H-F) (1.750: 50-85)— 
Fort Apache” (RKO) and ‘Let’s 
Live Again™ (20th) (2d wk). Big 
$7,500. Last week. $10,500. 
i Parameunt ‘H-E) (3.400- 50-85 )— 
Emperor Waltz” (Par) and “Big 
Town Seandal” (Par), also Orien- 


tal. Wow $17,500. "Last 
“Valley of Giants” om ma | 
Fighting 69th” «WB) (reissues?. 


light $6.200. 


Playhouse (H-E) (1.200- 50-85) 


“Fuller Brush Man” (Col) nd 
ara nee EL) (ma) 
. y 4 
$2.600. . Last week, 
United Artists (Parker) (895- 50- 


Terrific 








Fuller’ Brushes Up Fat 


$32,000 in Drab Boston; 
‘Waltz’ Smooth 216, 24 


i Boston, July 13. 
Biz is only average here this Ses« 





sion. “Deep Waters” looks just 
fair in two spots but “Fuller 
| Brush Man” shapes nice at State 
,}anmd Orpheum. “Emperor Waltz” 


looks standout. in second frame at 


Met. 
Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Jaycocks) (1,300: 40-89) 
Coroner Creek” (Col) and “King 
of Olympics” (UA). Okay $5,500 
after neat $6,800 last week. 
| Bestemn (RKO) (3.200: 40-39) — 
.“Mating of Millie” (Col) 
; strawberry Roan” ‘Col}. Good 
| $17,500. Last week, “Tarzan Mer- 
maids” (RKO) and “Argyle Se. 
crets” (FC) neat $17,250. 

Exeter (Indie) (1,000; 45-75) — 
‘October Man” (EL) and “Vaeation 
from Marriage” (Indie) (2d wk), 
Fair $5,800 after average $4,500. 

Fenway (M-P) (1,373; 40-80) — 
“Deep Waters” (20th) and “Jinx 
Money” (Mono). Fair $5,000. Last 
week, “Raw Deal” (EL) and “Song 
of Heart” (Mono), $5,500. 

Memoria! (RKO) (3,000; 40-80)— 
“Up in Central Park” «U) and 
“Stage Struck” (Mono). Nice $21- 
(000. Last week, “Give Regards 
'Broadway” (20th) and “Cobra 
Strikes” (EL), strong $28,000. 

Metropolitam (M-P) (4.367: 40-80) 
—‘Emperor Waltz” (Par) and “Big 
Town Scandal” (Par) (2d wk), Fine 
or alter neat $23,000 first 
Ween. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 40-80)— 
“Fuller Brush Man” (Col) and “Ad- 


oe 


ventures Silverado” (‘Col}. Nice 
$19,000. Last week, “On Island 
With You” (MG) amd “Best Man 
Wins” (Col), same 


Paramount (M-P) (1,760; 40-80)— 
“Deep Waters” (20th) and “Jinx 
Money” (Mono). Fair $10,000. Last 
week, “Raw Deal” (EL) and “Song 
of Heart” (Mono), $13,500. 

State (Loew) (3,500; 40-80) — 
“Fuller Brush Man” ‘Col) and “Ad- 
rentures in Silverado” (Col). Okay 
$13,000. or near. Last week. “On 
Island With You” (M-G) and “Best 
Man Wins” (Col), $11,000. 


: ‘Waters’ Shallow $8,000, 
Seattle; ‘Waltz’ 136, 2d 





Seattle, July 13. 
Holdovers dominate the field 
here this week. Principal new- 


‘comer, “Deep Waters,” at Para- 
mount, shapes very miid. “On 
Merry Way” alse is fairish at Fifth 
Avenue. “Emperor Waltz” holds 
‘lead even on second stanza at 
Musie Hall. 

Estimates fer This Week 

Blue Mouse (H-E) (800; 45-80)— 
“Regards to Broadway” (20th) and 
“Counterfeiters” (20th) (3d wk). 
Slow $2,500 im 6 days after okay 
$4,000 last week. 

Fifth Avenwe (H-E) (2,349; 45-80) 
—‘On Merry Way” (UA) and 
“King of Olympies” (UA). Very 
thin $8,000 or less. Last week, 
“Berlin Express” (RKO) and “Dis- 
covery” (FC), $5,700. 

Liberty (Ind) (1,650; 45-80)— 
“Coroner Creek” (Col) * and 
“Blondie’s Reward” (Cel) ‘2d wk). 
Fine $9,000 or near. Last week, 
sock $12,600. 

Musie Box (H-E) (850; 45-80)— 
“Remember Mama” (RKO) and 
| “Rusty” (Col) (6th + Oke $3,500. 

ast week, good $4 : 

Music Hall (H-E) (2.200; 45-80)— 
“Emperor Waltz” (Par) and “Wom- 
an in White” (WB) (2d wk). Great 
$13,000 after wonderful $20,000 
last week. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 45-80)— 
“Romance on High Seas” (WB) =— 
“Waterfront at Midnight” (Par) (2 
wk). Oke $5,000 in 5 days after 
good $9,400 last stanza. = 80) 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 45-0 
—"On Island with You” (M-G) = 
“Lightning in Forest” (Rep) (2 
wk). Big $6,500 after last week's 
solid $8,500. 

Paramount (H-E) (3.039: 45-00"— 
“Deep Waters” (20th and Wises" 
,ered Coat” (20th). Very. a 
$8,000. Last week, “Sahara” ‘©° 


and “Destroyer” (Col) (reissues), 
dull $5,800. 
Winter Garden (Sterling) (800: 


43-80)—“‘Pirate” (M-G) and “EX 
posed” (Rep) (4th wk). Good $4,000 
after last week’s big $5,800. 


Last week, “Homecom- 


$11,000. pone 


ing” (M-G) (3d wk) (11 
$8.300. ap 

Mayfair (Parker) (1,500; 50-85'— 
“Big City” (M-G) and “My ~~ 
Shep” (S-G). Dim $2,800. Las’ 
week, “Tarzan’s Secret Treasure 
(M-G) and “Tarzans New York Ad 
venture” (M-G) (reissues), ok) 
$4,000. 


A: 
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Pennsy-Jersey Assn.'s Damper On 
Mediation Plan Vexes 20th-Fox 


Twentieth-Fox was considerably 
nettled this week by the gratuitous | 
expression of Sidney Samuelson 
that his Eastern Pennsylvania and 
Southern New Jersey Allied group 
would not go along with distribu- 
tion chief Andy Smith’s new me- 
diation plan. Other exhib groups 
have been showing considerable 
sympathetic interest in the scheme 
worked out by Smith ai Benny 
Berger, North Central Allied top- 
per, for peaceably solving sales dis- 
putes. 

Samuelson’s harsh reception to 
the plan was especially resented, 
one 20th exec admitted, because 
the Philly Allied leader hadn't yet 
even been invited to participate 
when he issued his statement of 
condemnation. Any exhib organi- 
zation which shows an interest in 
setting up a mediation panei is be- 
ing invited by Smith to do so. He 
or one of his aides will, as a mat- 
ter of fact, go into a territory to 
explain the idea to an organization. 

The Smith plan calls for exhibs 
to set up a panel consisting wholly 
of their colleagues. In Minneapolis 
the panel has three members, but 
the number is entirely up to the 
local organization. 

Any dispute which a theatre op- 
erator has with Fox is taken be- 
fore this board for sifting. If the 
members think it a fair complaint, 
the panel refers it to the company. 
Smith said this week that it would 
get his immediate attention of that | 
of a homeoffice deputy for him— 
a deputy whose decision in favor 
of an exhib would be “backed to 
the limit, even if he’s wrong.” 


Asked by Variety if he didn't 
fear that a mediation panel made 
up entirely of indie theatremen 
might not lean toward the exhib 
side in sifting squawks, Smith de- 
clared: “I have full faith that the 
exhibitor panels will give Fox a 
fair shake.” 

While neither side is bound by 
the mediation, 20th sales chief said 
the decision of the panels would 
“carry lots of weight” with him 
and he'd go to extremes to carry 
out their suggestions. 

To Samuelson’s complaint that 
there would be too many problems 
to be met with by any panel, Smith 
declared: “That’s just the kind of 
territory I want to get into with 
the plan.” 


Worth a Try 


Most unofficial exhib opinion 
was that the idea had some hur- | 
dles to overcome, but that it is | 
worth a try. One of the difficulties 
foreseen in it is the reluctance of 
indie theatremen to produce the 
figures on their terms and receipts 
for the edification of other indie | 
exhibs in the territory, despite the | 
fact that the panel would need | 
such figures to make a fair deci- | 
sion. Notorious close-mouthedness | 
of exhibs is only starting to be 
broken down by the Allied Cara- 
van service, in which they pool 
info on terms and results. 


Allied of New Jersey has already | y 


' grievances, 





2 
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ANDY SMITH’S PITCH 
TO INDIANA INDIES 


Indianapolis, July 13. 

Andy Smith, Jr., general sales- 
manager of 20th-Fox, will explain 
the conciliation plan he worked out 
with North Central Allied to the 
Associated Theatres Owners of In- 
diana at their midsummer conven- 
tion in French Lick July 26-28. 


ship will follow Benny ‘Berger's 
NCA in accepting the Smith plan. 

Smith will speak at the business 
meeting the evening of July 27. in 


announcing his acceptance of its | 


invitation, the ATOI stated to its 
members: “Let’s be sure that by 
good attendance, Indiana exhibitors 
will show that they support the 
idea of attempting to settle differ- 
ences within the industry by con- 
ferences before litigation.” 

William Ainsworth, prez of Na- 
tional Allied, will also be at the 
convention. 


NCA Group Hears 
Ist Beefs Vs. 20th 


Minneapolis, July 13. 
S. D. Kane, North Central Allied 





executive director, announced to- | 
» day 


‘Tues.) that the mediation 
committee established in coopera- 


| tion With 20th-Fox held its sched- 


uled first meeting yesterday and, 
behind closed doors, “heard four 
or five complaints and grievances 
against 20th-Fox.” He also asserted 
one previous complaint had been 
withdrawn because the exhibitor 
said the company had “adjusted” 
it satisfactorily. 20th-Fox here de- 
clares it has no knowledge of such 
“adjustment.” 

Kane said Sunday (11) that the 
committee meeting had been called 
off because there were no com- 
plaints or grievances and no later 
meetings would be scheduled ‘“un- 
til there's something to hear.” 

Kane refused to reveal com- 
plainants’ names or nature of their 
in order, he said, to 
spare “embarrassment” for exhibi- 
tors and the company. He an- 
nounced the “committee has taken 
complaints under advisement.” 


Rocky Mt. Indies Say 
They're From Missouri 





On the ‘Mediation Plan’ 


20th-Fox and North Central 
Allied’s much heralded concilia- 
tion plan to assuage exhibitors’ 
grievances againsi the distrib came 
for some. sharp comment in 
Allied Rocky Mountain Independ- 


It | 
is expected that the ATOI member- | 


! 


| Safes in 2 San Antonio 
| Houses Robbed of $1,480 


San Antonio, July 13. 
| Safes of two local theatres were 
cracked one after the other on suc- 
‘ceeding days, with local police in- 
yvestigating and hunting for sus- 
pects through fingerprints left on 
the safes. —_ 
Eph Charninsky, owner of High- 
land, reported $980 taken from 
the safe of his heuse. According 
to police, the burglars might have 
hid in the theatre and opened the 


safe after house closed. J. P. 
Pearce, manager of South San, re- 
ported theft of safe containing 


/ $500. Safe was found empty later. 


Wall St. Firms 


Continued from page 5 
lunfaverable opinion toward this 
lsituation is not justified at the 
ipresent time. Consequently we 
| would recommend ‘continued hold- 
ing of these shares at this time and 
believe that should any further 
weakness develop, the issue would 
represent an attractive purchase 
for longer term holding.” 











| 
' 


Sighting through the same bar- | 


rel. Loeb, Rhoades firm advises its 
customers that sale of Paramount 
theatre interests “is where the 
stockholder’s best interest may be 
served.” “Although it may be a pro- 
tracted affair,” report continues, 
‘“such sales could result in large 
profits over book carrying figures 
and would pile up considerable 
cash in Paramount’s coffers.” 
Both brokerage firms are greatly 
impressed by Par’s conservative 
bookkeeping which resulted in 
theatres being carried at 1933-35 
depression values. While Par’s 


‘book value for partnership hold- 


ings-is fixed at $12,000,000, Loeb, 
Rhoades report estimates these in- 


* e 
inside Stufl—Pictures 
United Artists’ refusal to bargain with the Screen Office & Profes. 
sional Employes Guild at the homeoffice because it is allegedly “Com. 
munist-controlled”—its officers have refused to sign the disavowals of 
Communism called for by the Taft-Hartley act—have brought an ava- 


lanche of letters down on Charles Chaplin. Chaplin is a one-half 
/ owner of UA, being partnered with Mary Pickford. 





| SOPEG members and outsiders who have written Chaplin figureq 


‘that he’d be sympathetic and might order the UA managenient to re. 
'verse its position, since he has always taken a liberal stance and has 
frequently been called a Communist himself. The actor-producer hasn't 
| given any indication, however, of what he thinks of UA’s position. He 
has replied to none of the letters and the UA management continues 
to refuse to negotiate. 

| In the meantime the IATSE, with the encouragement of some ‘UA 
| employees, has endeavored to move in and establish itself as bargaining 
agent. a eed 


Eric Johnston, Motion Picture Assn. of America prexy, does some 
crystal-balling in the forthcoming Aug. 3 issue of Look mag to picture 
+what he thinks the film theatre of 1975 will be like. Johnston, who has 
spoken on the subject before, sees doomed flickeries in which the screen 
surrounds an audience seated in the center of the house. The patron 
will have the illusion of being fixed in the midst of the celluloid events, 
Johnston believes. Newsreels, he says, will be instantaneously photo- 
graphed happenings through the use of guided missiles traveling at 
satellite speed of three miles per second. 








U.S. film critics are getting their knuckles rapped by a Frenchman 
|for the lavish praige accorded to practically all French pix imported 
|into this country. Leo Sauvage, French critic writing in The Nation, 
| says the American critics’ “indulgence for many of our mediocre or 
| sordid films discourages our best producers and encourages the others. 
|. . . Reviewers who have never been to France are too ready to see in 
|inferior French pix qualities of genuine local color and sex realism. 
| In France, Sauvage says, such films are considered on the level of pulp 
| fiction. 





Producer Harry Sherman has had a scout in New York recently 
| tracking down production money. He’s been visiting bankers, seeking 
| financing for two films at $1,200,000 each. They are westerns in the 
| pattern which Sherman has made for Enterprise recently. Sherman 
| had a deal by which Ent financed the pix. 
| Eastern money moguls have shown little interest in the new proposi- 
|tion. They feel the budget is considerably too heavy for even a big 
hoss opry with the present state of world film grosses. 





Among Carole Landis’ last films are ‘“‘The Brass Monkey,” which the 
late actress made in Britain last winter for Alliance (United Artists), 
as well as another British-made picture, ‘“‘Noose,”’ produced last spring 
by Edward Dryhurst and Associated British. Neither has been released 





terests at a probable minimum of 
$35,000,000 — $40,000,000. 
mount’s earnings from these thea- | 
tres in 1947 were $9,500,000, letter | 
states, and then tags the shrinkage | 
technique as “highly constructive 
trends, especially since they should 
bring to light the gross understate- 
ment of values on the company’s 
balance sheet.” 

Eastman report predicts a net of 
$22.500,000 for Paramount during 
the current year. With earnings for 
the first quarter already announced 
as $1.11 per share, brokerage outfit 
believes second quarter figure will 
be 90c or approximately $6,500,000. 
“In view of the company’s strong 
financial position the $2 dividend 
‘would appear to be reasonably 
safe,” Eastman concludes. 
| Par can shrink its capital in 
‘either of two ways, if and when 
ithe Federal court orders divesti- 
ture, Eastman letter states. Stock- 
‘holders could be allotted cash re- 
ceived from sales or Par could 
‘acquire blocks of its own stock on 
the open market. “The net effect 
| of either plan would be to increase 
‘the per share earning power of the 
‘remaining stock,” it’s said. 
| In this regard, low book value of 
;holdings plays an important part, 
‘letter states. “Any liquidation 
might possibly result in larger dis- 
tributions than is actually shown 


expressed willingness to go along ont Theatres’ bulletin last week. on the company’s balance sheet,” it 


with the plan and reps of units in 
Connecticut, Maryland and Massa- 
chusetts, who were at the regional | 
meeting in West End, N. J., a cou- 
ple weeks ago, indicated they 
would recommend it to their mem- 
bers. Indiana Allied has also ex- 
pressed sympathy and will prob- 
ably go along after its convention 
later this month. 

Samuelson declared: “In order 
to keep the retord straight, this 
is an official announcement that 
this organization has not, and 


probably will not, approve the so- | 


¢alled conciliation plan. Independ- 
ent exhibitors in this territory 
have many deep-seated and legiti- 
mate grievances that cannot be 


ARMIT conceded that it wasn’t 


called ‘Fox Mediation Plan’ to pass 
judgment on it.” 

In discussing the scheme, ARMIT 
emphasized that “if it has merit, 
this organization will be for it. If 
it can straighten out some of the 


‘problems existing between 20th 
‘and its independent theatre cus- 


tomers—then this organization will 
go a long way to cooperate.” 

The group added, “We are not 
professional trouble makers and 
never have been. Our objective is 
and always will be a square. deal 
for the independent exhibitor. 
First, however, so far as the ‘Fox 





righted except by substantial con- 
cessions from the distributors and 
affiliated chain theatres. 


“Starting with the Minneapolis 
Convention of 1921 and ending 
with UMPI (United Metion Pic- 
ture Industry) in 1942, the history 
of all conciliation, mediation and 
conference efforts between inde- 
pendent exhibitors and the distrib- 
utors have been a never-ending 
record of repeated failures.” 





Fire Destroys Texas House 
Seagoville, Texas, July 13. 
The Sylvia, operated here by 
Charles Weisenberg, was destroyed 
by fire recently. Weisenberg 
rebuilding the house. Jack Weisen- 
be Sylvia, goes to 


plans t 


Mediation Plan,’ we are going to 
have to be shown. Andy Smith, of 
20th, has announced other pana- 
_ceas in the past.- 

| “A few months ago the ‘New 
'Haven Plan’ for distressed thea- 
_tres was lauded enthusiasticall 
and then fizzled away. We sin- 


-eerely hope that this new gadget | 


is not just a flash-in-the-pan idea 
to get a few trade paper headlines. 
The real test of any ‘Fox Mediation 
Plan’ will be in a territory where 
the Fox Theatre Circuit is domi- 
nant. There are the territories 
where 20th sleeps with its own kin- 
folk and the independent exhibi- 
tors get a rough going over. 

, “The Denver and Kansas City 
territories are neck deep in a Fox 
Theatre Monopoly. That will be 


says. “In this connection, it is in- 


sufficiently informed about the “‘so- teresting to note that the com- 


-pany’s entire outstanding common 
_stock is now selling in the market 
‘at a total approximately equal to 
the book value of all of the com- 
| Pany’s holdings.” 











| . . 

| Brit. Exhibs 
Continued from page 4 
are “unanimous” on the quota and 
|that the British industry cannot 


! 


|run the risk of being deprived of 
ja large percentage of the films it 
needs to keep its cinemas open by 
“decisions taken in New York.” 
He added that houses unable to 
fulfill the quota would have their 
exemption applications supported 
by the BFPA. French claimed that 
90 first (A) features would be suf- 
‘ficient to satisfy the quota require- 
‘ments,. but that there would be 
more than that number available, 
| with 60 from Rank and 12 from 
Korda, plus what comes from the 
independents. 
Meantime, the Quota Relief 
Committee of the Films Council 
held its first stanza today since the 
new 45% figure was announced. It 
discussed procedure dealing with 
the 2,600 exemption applications 
pending against the time the quota 
becomes effective Oct. 1. It took 











/no action pending receipt of fur- 


rg, manager of |ther info. T ittee wi 
Palo Duro Drive-In, Amarillo. the real test of a Mediation Plan.” again i iow diva ghee 


Para- | Fj 


in the U. S. as yet. 








———— | _ __. 


Vanderbilt’s Trailer Closeup 


Continued from page 2 


for three pieces of Rose-narie price was equivalent to 2c a I- 
chocolate! We repeatedly got eggs , son! iy 


aenteeeeneninetinn 




















(though they are rationed one a 
week per person) by the dozen for 
a package of cigarets. We couldn't 
buy ice, ice cream or cream for any | 
price, nor could we get Butane for 
our cooking-tanks. Even kerosene 
is difficult to find and cooking al- | 
cohol is practically off the market. 
Gasoline is comparatively cheap, 
40c U.S. a gallon; oil is $1 a 
quart. 

There is a huge and thriving | 
trade in black market currency. 
The official rate in Holland was but 
2.60 to the dollar; but even on the 
streets men sidle up to you offer- | 
ig you 4 to 1, and some give you 
as high as 51 to 1! 

In Belgium we had the same re- | 
sults, save that meat is more plen- | 
tiful. In the Occupied Areas of 
Germany eggs retail cheaper. You 
can get one dozen for 5 cigarettes. 
Since milk isn’t pastuerized it’s 
dangerous to buy any of its prod- 
uets. Beer is dirt-cheap in the U.S. | 
zone—2'2c a glass; so is vintage | 
champagne—$2 a bottle for 1937. | 
Whiskies are terribly high, start at 
$25 a fifth; with gin at $20. 
Bottled waters in Belgium were $2 
a quart for French vichy (Celes- 
tins); in Holland 60c a quart; here 
it’s $5 a quart. 

_Cologne is the worst damaged 
city we have visited so far. Actu- 
ally it’s the most bomb-torn spot | 
in Europe, they say. It’s filled with | 
some of the toughest looking char- 
acters you ever saw. On one street | 
over 600 dwellings were levelled to | 
rubble out of this, plants and 
‘flowers are now growing; but the 
stench from decomposed human 
bodies in the ruins is really sick- 
ening. Someone toid us that 60.- 
000 of the more than 100,000 killed 
there were killed in two of the first _ 
British 1,000-Bomber raids. 








tour all through these , 
tragic looking streets. peeing 


they were showing Charlie Ch 
lin’s “Dictator.” It cost 2 sigareie 
to get in to see it!! Here in 
Frankfort, at the principal theatre 
opposite the depot, “Anna and the 
King of Siam” has been playing 


sion two bits, or its equivalent in. 
marks. At Arnhem, on the Hol 
land edge of Germany, “GI Joe” is 
packing ‘em in, at the equivalent 
of 8c a seat. Farmers can pay 
with one egg! In a little place 
called Emerich, in the British zone, 
we saw a carnival in a group of 
dirty khaki tents, doing a 
ing business right 





_of their chimneys. 


land, 
August. 


‘ I took 
colored movies for my fall lecture- | 


} 


twice-daily for a month. Admis- | 





squarely amid 


the gaunt ruins. The admission 


The trailer is causing great ex- 
citement almost everywhere. Great 
crowds surround us wherever we 
stop. In Germany the people 
don't cluster around us though; 
they stand on the street curbs and 
watch. They look surly, defiant, 
and avoid looking you squarely in 
the eye. They never return your 
wave, as you pass them by. Many 
of them are almost in rags in the 


British and French zones though 


better clothed in the U.S. 


Quite a few factories in the 


Ruhr are working again; as evi- 


denced by the smoke belching out 
I am as scared 
of a reawakened Germany: as I am 
of Russia! Put that in your pipe 
and smoke it. Maybe the Herter 
plan is necessary, but I'm still 
from Missouri on it. 

So far Spain is the only country 
that appears to be “stalling” on 
our visas. Franco never did love 
me. 

We go from here to Stuttgart, 
Munich and I hope Berlin. Then 
in a couple of weeks’ time I hope 
to reach Italy. We'll be in Switzer- 
France and England in 


It has rained all save four days 
since we have been abroad; and 
been pretty darned cold (never 
over 50), and damp. : 

’ Neil Vanderbilt. 


Van Heflin Sparks U’s 
Tap Roots’ Before Dems 


Philadelphia, July 13. 
“Tap Roots,” Universal's release 
which Walter Wanger produced, 
copped some attention tonight 
(Tues.) when Van Heflin, starred in 
the film, , appeared before the 
Democratic convention and made 





y a speech. “Roots” simultaneously 
In one semi-underground spot | 


had its world preem at the Gold- 
man theatre here and the actor had 
flown in for personal appearances. 

Other thesps in town with Van 
Heflin for p.a.’s were Boris Karloff, 
Jutie London and Richard Long. 
Troupe will appear later at open- 
ings in Washington, Baltimore and 
New York. : 

Van Heflin appeared on radio 
and television in talking to the 
Democrats. It is a repeat on the 
sort of p.a. made to the Republi- 
cans in Philly by Irene Dunne at 
their convention. Later in the same 
evening, special screening of US 
film was staged for delegates, 
newspaper writers and radio col 
mentators. 
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Ann Doran - Jimmy Hunt - Selmer Jackson 
"Based on. the Novel “The Pitfall’ by Jay Dratler 
Screenptay by Karl Kamb 





Directed by ANDRE DE TOTH 





“a 
a 








ens” 


Le sabeth 


POWELL» SCOTT 





























aaa Oa eR ON SO 








sisi Mia eee: aa naa 





ee 


. 


SOCOM dca ae 











a ee 











= sa 


PICTURES 


VARIETY 


£ 


Wednesday, July 14, 194g 





__22 
HOtHO4 





Clips from Film Row 





MINNEAPOLIS 


Marjorie Main, Joe Besser and 
Shelley Winters due here for 
personals at RKO-Orpheum _ for 
“Feudin’, Fightin’ and Fussin’” 
preem. 

Joe Podoloff, former 20th-Fox 
local branch manager now com- 
pany’s San Francisco manager, 
here on absence leave and visit to 
Mayo clinic. 

North Central Allied has sched- 
uled regional meetings for Fargo 
and Devils Lake, N. D., Aug. 3 and 
4, respectively. 

Bennie Berger, 
Allied prexy, 
Canadian Rockies. 

Thieves robbed East Lake, local 
neighborhood theatre, box-office of 
$30. 

Gordon Green, vet showman, re- 
signed from National Screen sales 
staff because of poor health. _ 

Independent Theatres, buying 
combine comprising many Twin 
City indie exhibitors, finally made 
deal for Paramount product which 
it had ‘passed up for more than 
year. 

Byron Shapiro transferred by 
Columbia from southern Minnesota 
to be Twin City salesman, succeed- 
ing Irving Marks, who resigned to 
become Monogram branch mana- 
ger. Paul Weiss goes from South 
Dakota to southern Minnesota and 
Ben Meshbesher, an addition to 
staff, takes over South Dakota. 

Buck Rauenhorst building $100,- 
000 650-seat theatre at Slayton, 
Minn., to replace present show- 
house. 

Taking back Orpheum at Orton- 
ville, Minn., Dr. D. T. Dawson and 
L. A. Kaercher plan to spend $50,- 
000 in improvements. 


ST. LOUIS 


Merger of Cine Theatre Supply 
Co., and Exhibitors’ Suoply Co., 
both of St. Louis, was cons: mated 
last week. Arch Hosier, head of 
former organization, is prexy of 
new company. J. Elden Peck, Okla- 
homa City, who controlled Exhibi- 
tors’ Co., and Hosier each will 
have a 50-50 holding in new outfit. 

Permanent officers of newly or- 
ganized Mid-Central Allied The- 
atre Owners, Inc., will be elected 
and a constitution adopted at a 
meeting to be held here July 20-21. 
Abram F. Myers, general counsel 


North Central 
vacationing in 
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and other Allied officers will at- 


tend. Andy Dietz, chairman of or- 
ganization committee for Mid-Cen- 
tral and prime mover here in new 
setup and more than 50 indies at- 
tended initial meeting. 

Fred C. Soutter, regional man- 
ager for Fox Midwest theatres in 
southern Illinois and eastern Mis- 
souri, made regional manager for 
the Kansas territory. He su 
Howard Jameyson, retired. John 
Meinardi succeeds Soutter. 

The Lee, a north St. Louis nabe, 
has been shuttered for summer. 


EASTON, PA. 

St. Cleud Amusement Co., 
headed by Harvey B. Newins, has 
upped its theatre operations to 20 
by acquisition of longterm leases 
on the 1,200-seat Sherman, Strouds- 
burg, Pa., and the 700-seat Plaza, 
East Stroudsburg. Both these 
houses were built and have been 
operated by the Scheurmana faim- 
ily for the past 30 years. 

St. Cloud has budgeted $75,000 
for renovation of the Sherman and 
like sum will be spent on the Plaza. 
Outfit operated 18 theatres in 
northwestern New Jersey. Berk & 
Krumgold agented the deal. 


HARTFORD 


Annual golf tournament of the 
Motion Picture Theatre Owners of 
Connecticut slated Aug. 24 at Race- 
brook Country Club, Orange, Conn. 
Tariff at $10 which includes lunch- 
eon, green fees, dinner and 100 or 
more prizes. George H. Wilkin- 
sen, Jr., is chairman of the com- 
mittee, while Ted Jacocks is col- 
lecting the tabs. 

DALLAS 

William W. Lewis named man- 
ager of Capitan. Lewis has been 
district exploiter for Fred M. Jack, 
southern division manager of 
United Artists. Lewis succeeds 
“y Roy Ball, who moves to Hous- 

n. 

L. F. “Boots” McNally named 
manager of Wilshire, Interstate 
nabe house here; replaces Leroy 
Beavers, who resigned to enter 
private biz. McNally has been 
treasurer of Palace here. 

.Fred I. Sauls and Paul Sharpe 
sold their Star at Abilene to E. 


French Gallagher of Centralia, IIL. | 


W. T. Ash sold the Edge, Edge- 
wood, Texas, to Miss Gene Scruggs 
and associates; she was formerly 
with Blankenship circuit. 

Paul Scott, local exhibitor, has 
sold his interests in eight nabe 
houses to Interstate circuit, co- 
owners with him in the theatre 


-| partnership. Deal carries no re- 


strictive clauses as to Scott’s enter- 
ing the theatre biz at any time he 
desires. 

Don Grierson named head 
booker and office manager of 
Eagle Lion exchange in Dallas in 
a series of shifts made by C. E. 
Hilgers, El district manager. 
Walter Weins, former west Texas 
salesman for Paramount, is now 
new EL rep in that territory. Jack 
Swiger dined rep in the northeast 
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CITY MUSIC 
Rockefeller Center 
CROSBY ® Joan FONTAINE 


Coler by TECHNICOLOR 
A Paramount Picture 


Spectacular Stage Presentation 


Texas area. W. E. Finch upped 
from office manager to sales man- 


re 
“i. Lewis, theatre decorator, 


named to manage the new 

seat Ward theatre in Monahans. 
The Joy theatre, owned and op- 

erated by L. C. Montgomery of 

New Orleans, has been closed. 


PITTSBURGH 


Harry Bernstein, who has been 








Col’s exploitation field man in this 
territory for several years, trans- 
| ferred to Boston area. 

Gabe Rubin, who owns and oper- 
lates Art Cinema, foreign film site 
‘downtown, is heading a syndicate 
|\which has started construction of 
a drive-in near Baden, Pa. 

Abe Weiner, Mono manager, pro- 
'moted Carl Dortic to office mana- 
ger-booker. Dortic recently came 
‘in and took over booking desk 
when Leo Wayne quit. 
| Albert Dezel Productions closed 
‘a deal with Max Shulgold, of 
Crown Film Co., to handle Dezel 
| product in Pittsburgh area. 

Ted Megaarden, who operated 
| Casino, lecal burfesk house, all of 
| last summer as a Laffmovie, isn’t 
icoming back this year. Instead 
{he’s organized Lazy K Ranch 
| donkey baseball at Inwood, L. I. 

| Melvin Mann resigned from 
| RKO booking staff to join Werner 
(Fuzzy) Lund as an assistant in 
operation of Lund’s circuit. He 
succeeds Louis Stuler, who re- 
signed to open a drive-in at Car- 
‘michaels with Durward Coe, Daisy- 


- |town exhibitor. 


| Theodore Grance, district thea- 
| tre owner, took over management 
|of Rialto, Mt. Oliver, with pur- 
chase of majority stock in Ri-Knox 


OMAHA 


William Gaddoni, city salesman 
|of Chicago Metro exchange, new 
|}manager of company’s exchange 
here. Replaces G. E. McGlynn who 
goes to Des Moines as Metro man- 
ager. McGlynn replaces D. C. Ken- 
nedy who will operate a theater in 
Adel, Ia. 

Bill Nedley is new Metro booker 
in Omaha. 

Warners’ new $200,000 exchange 
completed and operating on east 
end of Film Rom. 

New Valley at Valley, Neb., is 














MARK STEVENS @ RICHARD WIDMARK 


“THE STREET WITH NO RAME”’ 


A 20th Century-Fox Picture 
ON VARIETY STAGE—CAB CALLOWAY 
JACKIE MILES @ VIVIAN BLAINE 


ON ICE STAGE—CAROL LYNNE 
ARNSLO SHODA @ THE BRUISES 
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ready, replacing the Valley theater 


‘burned last December. Owner is 
| John Fisher. 


Don Jacobs, with Warner Bros. 


_at Mansfield, O. for 19 years, tak- 
ing over management of Goldberg 


theatres here. 


NEW YORK 

Sam Sobel named branch man- 
ager of Film Classics’ San Fran- 
cisco exchange, replacing Fred 
Abelson, who died recently. 

James R. Grainger, Republic’s 
exec-veepee in charge of sales, left 
for Coast last week for sales 
huddies at Los Angeles and San 
Francisco branches. He also will 
scrutinize new product while in 
Hollywood. Expects to make stop- 
overs on way back at Dallas, New 
Orleans, Chicago and Detroit. 

P.A.’ing a Sales Drive 

Max Youngstein, Eagle Lion ad- 
pub veepee, shoved off Monday 
(12) on a 20-day tour of EL’s 
exchanges. Youngstein is making 
Cleveland his first stop. 
Occasion for the swing through 
;the country was the naming of 
Youngstein as captain in the com- 
pany’s Bill Heineman sales drive. 
Heineman, EL’s distribution vee- 
pee, claims it is the first time an 
ad-pub topper has been tagged to 
direct a sales campaign. 


CHARLOTTE 

Polio situation in North Carolina 
is declared light epidemic. With 
a score or more cases under treat- 
ment, exhibitors fear that if the 
situation grows worse it may have 
serious effect on theatre attend- 
ance. 


WALL COLLAPSES INTO 
THEATRE, 11 INJURED 


St. Louis, July 13. 

When a brick wall of a building 
adjoining the Senate, small down- 
town subsequent-run theatre, col- 
lapsed and fell through the roof of 
the theatre Thursday (8) during a 
matinee, 11 persons were injured, 
two seriously, and a panic ensued 
among the 150 patrons. All of the 
injured were in the theatre bal- 
cony and were trapped by bricks, 
etc., and were dug out by firemen. 

Fire Marshal Walter Kaimann 
said the collapse was due to vibra- 
tions from passing traffic and the 
fact that mortar had been washed 
from between the bricks during the 
recent Aecavy rains. Damage to 
the theatre, which is a 700-seater, 
has been estimated at $5,000. The 
house is owned by the Goldman- 
Leventhal circuit. 








Jack Warner’s WB Stock 
Gifts Now Worth $55,000 


Jack L. Warner, veepee and 
production chief of Warner Bros., 
has parlayed stock gifts to the 
United Jewish Welfare Fund to a 
total value now reached of $55,000 
at the current exchange prices. 
Warner donated a block of 2,000 
shares of WB common, this week, 





to UJWF. The gift brings the 
total to 5.000 shares since he | 
turned over a 3,000-share block | 
last month. 

Donation leaves the Burbank | 


production topper with 418,000 | 
shares of common under his own | 
name and an additional 21,500 | 
shares which are held in trust for | 
him. 

Stanton Griffis, chairman of 
Paramgunt’s executive committee 
and newly-tagged U: S. ambassa- 
dor to Egypt, figured in a number 
of stock transactions ihis week 
which brought down his total Par- 
amount holdings to 9,000 shares of 
common held directly and another 
15.200 in which he is 
Griffis sold 2,500 shares of Par 
common in two blocks to reduce a 
trust fund for Frances K. Griffis 
to 3.500 shares. His holdings still 
make him the heaviest stockholder 
among the company’s directors. 


Stock holdings of another Para- 
mount biggie, Henry Ginsberg, 
production veepee, have mounted. 
Ginsberg has purchased 500-shares 
to bring his total up to 1,000 plus 
200 more held in trust for his son, 
William, and 200 for another son, 
John. 


‘Waltz,’ ‘Parade,’ ‘Affair,’ 
‘Apache’ Biz Shows Anew 
How Fans Are Shopping 


Strange situation in the Broad- 
way deluxe filmeries this season, 
where four films are chalking up 
excellent grosses while most of the 
others are doing no better than 
fair biz, is regarded in the industry 
as only a booking coincidence. 
Filmites consequently don’t see in 





Par in Mpls. Gets 
Back M-G Produc 


Minneapolis, July 13; 

Paramount circuit here gets back 
Metro product for its downtown 
first runs, having just completed 
a deal for the next group, includ. 
ing “Easter Parade,” “On An Is 
land With You” and “Big City,” 
Par had virtually monopolized 
M-G product for many years, but 
the previous group of “Summer 
Holiday,” “Homecoming” and “Pi. 
rate” was sold away from it on 


competitive bidding of the Alex 
Schreiber interests of Detroit for 
its Lyceum, a local legit roadshow 
house which also plays pictures, 

Schreiber is wiGersived io have 
bid unsuccessfully for the second 
group in competition with Par. 
Metro pictures are now expected 
to go into the 4,400-ceat Radi, 
City, which is more advantageous. 
ly located and carries greater film 
prestige than does the Lyceum, 
Latter house hasn’t been able tg 
obtain its airconditioning equip. 
ment and is handicapped accord- 
ingly, but will continue to bid 
competitively for “A” picture first 
runs here, according to Schreiber, 

Trade here believes Metro re- 
leases can gross much more in 
Par’s Radio City or State than in 
the Lyceum, which would give 
them greater value for local sub- 
sequent runs and out-of-town dates 
in the area. This is believed to 
have been a major factor in ac- 
ceptance of the circuit’s bid. Ly- 
ceum, however, may get Metro's 
“Search,” for which the Par cir- 
cuit has not bid. 


GABLE’S ‘FLIGHT’ AFTER 
COMPLETED ‘DECISION’ 


Clark Gable is tentatively sched- 
uled to do “Angel's Flight” as his 
next picture for Metro. Star is now 
vacationing in Europe but is ex- 
pected back in early September, 








































the situation any clue that might 
help solve the current boxoffice | 
dip. 

Industry observers at first glance 
were at a loss to figure out why 
there should be such a disparity 
in grosses between the four lead- 
ers and the rest of the field. Trio 
includes “Emperor Waltz,” “Easter 
Parade,” “Foreign Affair” and 
“Fort Apache,” Second look, how- 
ever, showed that these four had 
the best star values and received 
generally favorable reviews, which 
would put them in the category of 
“good” pictures. ‘ 

Top grosses being pulled by the 
pate-setting quartet also points up 
with renewed significance the fact 
that filmgoers, including tourists 
to Broadway, are shopping for 
their picture fare. Same situation, 
the observers point out, also holds 
for the nabe houses, which can 
still do good business on the same 
picture that did best in the down- 
town runs. 


CHAS. MOSES EUROPEAN 
PROD. REP FOR SMALL 


Charles Moses has been named 
European representative for pro- 
ducer Edward Small. He will 
handle both production and dis- 
tribution activities. He left Satur- 
day (10) ior London, where he will 
set up a unit to make “Lorna 
nore wap Small recently 
pa © make in cooperation wi 
J. Arthur Rank. or — 
i Moses was in charge of the pro- 
duction unit which turned out 





“Cagliostro” in Rome last year for 
Small. 
Producer, currently in New 


York, may go to London himself 
late this month to work on “Lorna.” 
If he finds that unnecessary, how- 
ever, he'll remain in New York for 
the rest of the summer. European 
trip that was to have been made 
this month by Harry Kosiner, 
Small’s distribution chief, is now 
off % a result of Moses’ appoint- 
ment. 





Ohie ITO Meets Sept. 14-15 

Columbus, O., July 13. 
Independent Theatre Owners of 
Ohio has changed the date of its 
fall convention to Sept. 14-15, in 
eee Deshier-Wallick hotel, Colum- 


in 





Origina 
with the National Allied 
in New Orleans, Nov. 29-Dee, 1. 


conflict | 




















when “Flight” will go on the floor, 
Sam Zimbalist will produce for his 
first since “Killer McCoy.” 

“Command Decision,” Gable's 
most recent film, is now in the 
editing stage. It won't be released 
anywhere, however, until the cur- 
rent Broadway production closes, 
probably next season. 





— 








Ticket Offices: Airlines Terminal 
Rockefeller Center « Hotel New Yorker 
120 Broadway ¢ Hotel St. George 
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CBS SWINGS AXE TO PAY FOR 





CBS New Censorship Format 


Although in recent years it was perhaps the strictest of the net- | 
works in scrutinizing all scripts ahead of broadcast, CBS last week | 
abolished its policy of having all scripts, commercial and sustaining, 
processed by the CBS Editing and Copyright Division. Only com- 
mercials will be scanned by a two-man team, Gilson Grey and 
James Shattuck, with the current CBS economy wave sweeping 


out the rest of the policymakers. 
Responsibility for sustainer ser 


will hereafter belong to individual executives and directors in 
charge of different shows, with ultimate responsibility lodged with 


Hubbeli Robinson and Robert P. 
toppers. 


now back-siop sustaining scripts. 
One exec was quoted as saying. 


During its strict scrutiny regime, application of the firm super- 
vision was entrusted to Gilson Grey and a staff of assistants who 
undertook to 0.0. everything, including advertising copy. 
sometimes complained that sustaining programs were guilty of 


practices denied the paying custo 


the Editing Division some years back got tough with house-created 


shows. 


Drastic overload of work on a reduced staff of censors now 
necessitates throwing policy responsibility back to the program de- 
partment itself so that Irving Mansfield, Jack Carney. Will Roland, 


Lester Gottlieb, Fletcher Markel, 
policing under eye of Bob Heller 


. Latter two called staffers together last week and laid 
emphasis on the new problems. No experts in company policy will 


= | 


TELE RED NOW 


By GEORGE ROSEN 


The Columbia Broadcasting Sys- 
tem is facing a $3,000,000 operat- 
}ing budget for television during 
/ 1948-49, and this is the motiva- 
‘tion behind a variety of econo- 
my moves now manifesting them- 


285 Madison avenue, 


] 


ipts conforming to CBS “policy” 


Heller as program department 


colcs 


“We're our own censors now,” selves at 
Last week the 
Accounts mately 50 heads rolling as execu- 


departments to shave budgets. 
Most seriously affected was the re- 


mers and to remove this charge 


search department, where upwards | 
of 30 were given notice. That’s the | 
department, incidentally, most dear | 


| to the heart of prexy Frank Stan- 
ton. The wholesale firings im- 


et al., will do their own policy | 
‘mediately sparked some “how 


as executive producer. 





=; come?” queries on the part of the 





s =e 
e ° ° | 
| Workers of America (CIO), which 
. Liberal Forces Win NY. AFRA = srcsssst'sics Sic 
eA | Gilson Grey’s continuity accep- 
Control; Major Voice Nati 
+ . . . 
, joining box). 
tr 9 ajor oice ationally swung in the _ educational 


United Office & Professional 


_ tance (censorship) department was 
also slashed to the bone. (See ad- 


The axe _ also 
di- 
vision, those exiting inelud- 





The liberals in the American¢ 
Federation of Radio Artists won a 
sweeping victory in the recent New 
York local election of representa- 
tives on the national board and 
delegates to the annual convention. 
Following last year’s victory in the 
local board election, this gives the 
liberal forces firm control of the 
New York chapter and a major 
voice in the national. 

Of nine members elected to the 
national! board, six are identified as 
liberals, five of them having been 
named by the Independents group. 
Three were nominated by the con- 
servative Artists Committee. Those 
elected. with the number of votes 
polled by each, were Nelson Case 
(Independent), 364; Karl Swenson 
(Ind.>, 342; Clayton Collyer (Art- 
ists Committee), 336; Ben Grauer 
(Ind.), 332; Minerva Pious (unaf- 
filiated but identified as a liberal), 
290: House Jameson (AC), 289; 
Virginia Payne (Ind.) 275; Ted Os- 
born (Ind.), and Alan Bunce 
(AC), 268. 

Remaining candidates were Ned 
Wever, 263; Kenneth Roberts, 261; 
Margaret Speaks, 252; Vinton Hay- 
worth. 264: Kenneth Banghart, 243; 
Sydney Smith, 219; Eugene Lowen- 
thal, 216: Gene Rayburn, 170; John 
W. Neher, 156, and Ralph Camargo, 
147. Depending on the vote in the 

(Continued on page 34) 


Markel’s 16 Plus 
For Ford Theatre 


Deal for Fletcher Markel to take 
over the production reins on Ford 
Theatre” when it moves over to 
CBS in the fall is now reported 
virtually set, with Markel vacating 
his director role on the web’s dra- 
matie sustainer, “Studio One. 
However, the Markel assignment 
hasn't yet been approved by Ford, 
and may not be final for a day 
t's reported Markel, who is be- 
ing lend-leased to Kenyon & Eck- 
hardt, agency on the Ford account, 
will get “$1,000 plus” a week, rep- 
resenting a hike over what the 

(Continued on page 48) 


Carson Gets GF Ned 
For Thomas Takeover 


‘ i ing can- 
Jack Carson 1S the winn 

didate in the General Foods yA 
ram sweepstakes as successor 4 
ool Thomas for the Friday — 
8:30 slot on CBS. Young & Ru 4 
am agency on the GF account, 
poe decision yesterday 


— its 
’ ares teamed with Eve Arden 











} his past 
» Sealtest show t 

pared Sealtest is currently shop- 
in lacement. 


ping for a rep 


‘ing John Pfeifer, director of 
| science broadcasts; Frank Hill, edi- 


Whiz ona Quiz Binge itor on the recently-axed ‘School 


Whiz candy bars, has bought a 47- | 
Station hookup of ABC outlets for 
a man-in-the-street quiz show 
Saturdays, 10-10:30 p.m., i 
Sept. 11. 

Candy outfit has had a 15-minute | 
stanza on WJZ, N. Y. flagship of 
the web. 


‘What Code?’ Ask 
Networks; Stand 


Pat on Giveaways 


It don't mean a thing—’cause it did the “People’s Platform” show. 
ain’t got no sting. Other network departments felt 
That's the parody the giveaway- the edict to a somewhat lesser de- 
happy networks are _ privately sree. This is exclusive of the 
crooning in the wake of their al- Wholesale departures in the short- 


leged “adoption” of the new NAB wave division. 

Standards of Practice. For they; It has all had the effect of 
aren't making a move to conform Creating apprehension among the 
to the code’s very specific stricture web personnel, with morale re- 
on giveaways. ported at a low ebb. 

Last week, following joint an-' It has also brought up the ques- 
nouncement by the prexies of the tion in some quarters as to the 
four webs that the new code is “in practicability and wisdom of cur- 
effect.. subject to required _ tailing a still-going-strong radio 
changes in program operation,” | operation, in order to carry the 
which they said would be com- freight for what at best is a TV 
pleted by next Jan. 1, exees in all industry whose future is still 
four nets confirmed that no steps nebulous. Particularly since TV 
were being taken to bring give- operational funds must be siphoned 
aways into conformity with the from standard broadcasting in- 





Carrying It Far 

CBS economies this week 
extended even into bookkeep- 
ing activities. A memo went 
out yesterday (Tues.) notifying 
employes at web headquarters 
6n Madison ave., N. Y., that 
effective Aug. 1, CBS will dis- 

_continue issuance of U. S. Sav- 
ing Bonds and the practice of 
making weekly payroll deduc- 
tions. 

Web will clear the books by 
sending checks—or bonds—to 
all purchasers and suggest 
“contacting your nearest 
bank.” 


! 
| 








_N. Y., with increasing sharpness. | 
CBS axe was | 
swinging in earnest, with approxi- | 


tive memos went out to the various | 





‘ 
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‘Wha’ Oppened?’—A Cross-Country 
5 $9, 000.000 Lament, With Dialers Primed For 


‘Where's My Favorite Show?’ Beef 


- 





vv 


K & E’s Squeeze 


With conditions increasingly 
jittery throughout net w or k- 
agency circles, a number of 
firings are reported imminent 
at Kenyon & Eckhardt. Some 
of those slated to go are un- 
derstood to have executive 
jobs, while others are in minor 
positions. Under the K & E 
setup of the radio department 
budget governed entirely on 
the amount of radio billings, 
that division of the agency is 
said to be feeling a squeeze. 

It is indicated that when 
“Ford Theatre” goes on CBS 
this fall, Leonard Erickson, 
K & E director of radio, will, 
himself be producer of the 


ine Takes 
Third Strike In 
Seaper Fanout 


Because Manhattan Soap Co. has 
| dropped two of his programs, | 
| Frank Hummert is giving up “The 
| Romance of Evelyn Winters,” the 
|remaining show he produces for 
'the firm. However, the daytime 
| serial isn’t going off the air, but 
' will be leased by Hummert to the | 
| sponsor, with production slated to | 
| be taken over by Duane Jones, the 
agency on the account. Terms of 
| the deal will be worked out when 
Jones himself returns from a South 
American trip, probably in about 
three weeks. Until then, the pro- 
= setup of the show remains 
as is. 

| The move will admittedly be 
costly for Hummert, but he feels 
there is a principle involved, and 
| is determined to go through with it. 
_ Producer’s action is in the nature of 
a protest against the cancellation 
of his two other shows, “Rose of 
‘My Dreams” and “Katie’s Daugh- 
ter,” both of which were successful 
| rating-wise in relation to their cost, 
he elaims. Because the sponsor’s 
/ cancellation was unjust, therefore, 
|'Hummert decided to end his rela- 
tionship with the company. 

___ “Evelyn Winters” is currently on 
CBS at 2:45-3 p.m., EDT, and its 
_last Hooper was 2.6, putting it in 
_a tie for 56th place. “Rose of My 
| Dreams” went off the air a couple 
_of months ago, and “Katie’s Daugh- 











| 





| Slot. 


If habit is the prelude to a good 
rating—and that’s been axiomatic 
in the trade for years—then many 
of the top-drawing shows on the 
air will be starting from scratch to 
aevelop new audiences when the 
new broadcasting season gets un- 
der way in the fall. 

Unprecedented shuffling of 
shows—either to new time seg- 
ments or rival networks—will prob- 
ably spark off a loud N.Y.-to-L.A. 
lamentation from the dialers whe, 
for example, accustomed to a Red 
Skelton Tuesday night showcasing, 
must develop a “Skelton on Fri- 
day” listening habit. It’s that 
way down the line, particularly on 
NBC and CBS, and involves a flock 
of personalities and programs. 

Latest jigsaw involving a switch- 
over of two CBS shows to NBC 
was just erystallized over ithe 
weekend, with International Sil- 
ver’s “Ozzie and Harriet” show 
definitely booked into the 6:30 
Sunday evening time, preceding 
Jack Benny. Dialers in the season 
just closed heard O&H Friday 
nights on Columbia. That means 
Whitehall’s “Hollywood Star Pre- 
view” goes out of 6:30 Sunday inte 
Saturday at 8, the latter time being 
vacated by “Life of Riley,” which 
switches to Friday on NBC. 

Even Pet Milk Turns 

For years a Saturday night fix- 
ture on CBS, Pet Milk’s “Saturday 
Night Serenade,” moves over to 
NBC in the Saturday 7:30 time 
slot; which means the current 7:30 
occupant, “Curtain Time” goes out 
and into the Wednesday 10:30 p.m. 
Eddie Cantor fans, who had 
gotten into the Thursday night 
habit, will find him, in the fall pre- 


Came) fold. 

Other shows involved in switches 
include “Ford Theatre,” exiting its 
Sunday matinee spot on NBC f 
a Friday night berth 
“Mystery Theatre’ also’ 
NBC-to-CBS route in 
“Can You Top This?,” a 1 
day occupant on NBC, 
Saturday night, same 
practically set is a s 
“Screen Guild Players” fro 
day night CBS, to Thursday 
NBC, in a projected Camel swap 
deal with the Bob Hawk time. 

Pet Milk also switches its Mary 
Lee Taylor program from CBS te 
NBC. 


Mullen to Stump 
Inside U. S. A. 


ef 
g6; eger? 
tet eed: 


af 





code. 
One network veepee said, “We're 


(Continued on page 48) 


‘come, the feeling is that, more than ter” was replaced June 28 in the 
ever, the coin-producing radio 11:15 a.m. slot on CBS by another 
|phase of operation should be serial, “We Love and Learn,” pro- 


Frank Mullen, who is currently 


in the disposal of radio rights. j 


strengthened at this time. As far | 
as billings are concerned the web_ 
'is 3% ahead of last year. 
| A month ago CBS dropped its 


Peggy Wood Inked For 
, ion’ —s17- ld “School of the Air” 
‘Mama Radio Version; an ae an annual pn es - 
ime, production, sta d - | 
Colgate Deal Looks Set head of $500,000. Shortly there-_ 
An audition of a half-hour ver- after the CBS Documentary Unit | 


sion of “I Rember Mama” will be , was cut in half, from 10 to five 
cut this Sunday (18) for Ted Bates (Continued on page 55) | 


agency under the supervision ¥ 

Carol Irwin, who holds the radio) 4 
Stuart Peabody 

(Assistant Veepee ond Director of 


rights. Peggy Wood is set for the 
lead. Frank Gabrielson did the 
Advertising, Borden Co.) © 
gives the sponsor's point of view on 
and will likely replace “Mr. and 
the most sought after properties ~*~ 
had to deal with Kathryn Forbes, 


script and Bernard Green has the > 

Television with the query 
Mrs. North.” 
for radio in recent years. The task | ia ~ 
who as author of the original 








orchestral assignment. Understood | 
that sponsor involved is Colgate 
aes “Who's Going to Pick 

“Mama.” following its click on ' “ne 
Broadway, developed into one of. Up the Tab 
of clearance was singularly com-| i 
plicated since the interested party | LARIETY 's 
3d Annual Special 


book. . “Mama’s Bank Account,” | 

owned the characters; John Van RADIO-TELEVISION 
Druten, who as playwright, con- MBER 
trolled the title. and RKO, whose NUA 

contract for the film gave it a voice | Out This Month 











on a fishing vacation in Canada, is 
taking on a novel assignment as his 
initial duties in heading up the 
three G. A. (Dick) Richards stat- 
tions. 


duced by the Jones agency. 


Russell Quits Revere Show 
In Squawk Over Billing; ,, Mutter, who recently resigned as 


Preps ‘Mr. & Mrs.’ om TV tsi, nos pucchased ‘a trailer for 


‘a N. Y.-to-L. A. swing of the coun- 
Deities Pt “Ong : = try to feel the public pulse. As No. 
ndy Nusseli Dows out of HS 2 man of the NBC operation, Mul- 
co-starring stint with Marion Hut- jen had always clung to the phil- 
ton on the Revere Camera show | osophy that cong ® York — geod a 
. ‘Mi |fair barometer what t e 
pod ge lian peng or aggre think and want in terms of radio 
on the stanza are reportedly be- and felt that the real picture of 
hind his leaving. He has been on | Americana was to be found west of 
22 weeks. Deal is cooking for | ‘he Hudson. ; “i 
South American p. a.’s for the| Mullen is carrying that thinking 
singer, in addition to a televised over to his new setup and will 
“Mr. and Mrs.” show with his stump the country to sound out 
wife, Della Norell. Les Mitchell | public sentiment as a basis for his 
is seripting the latter, a 12-min- operational methods. He plans to 
ute layout of chatter, tunes and reside in California. 











guest shots. ; = 
Understoood that Russell ob-| Lorillard’s Embassy Push 
jected to Miss Hutton’s pre-| P. Lorillard Co., maker of Old 


eminence on the airer, based on Golds, is reported prepping an Au- 
her connections with the spon- gust 9 teeoff for a heavy spot cam- 
sors. Betty Hutton. her sister, is’ paign in the New York metropoli- 
married to the son of Revere’s tan area in behalf of its new Em- 
prexy. } bassy cigarets. 
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~Azcarraga Walks Out on Mestre’s 
‘Free Radio’ Push In B. A. Bombshell 


Mexican Delegate’s About-Face Puzzles Western 
Hemisphere Conference; U.S., 13 Other Countries 
Succeed in Slapping Down Peron Stranglehold 














Buenos Aires, July 13. 
Although the Argentine radio | 
under the Peron government was | 
slapped down in no_ uncertain | 
terms in a Strongly-worded resolu- 


| fit, 


Doubleday’s Gab Show 


Doubleday book publishing out- 
via Huber Hoge agency, has 


tions the big talk here is how Emi-|Pacteéd John B. Kennedy to do a 


lio Azcarraga, initially an enthusi- 
astic foe of the Argentine Broad- | 
casters Assn. 
coniroi, waiked out on Goar”Me- | 


and government p.m., 


15-minute news commentary on 
the Mutual network Sundays, 1:15 
starting Sept. 12. 

Gabber will take over the spot 


stre. of Cuba, who led the U.S, |AU8. 1 for a six-week warmup. 


an’ 13 other Western Hemisphere 
countries in the attack on the) 
Argentine situation. “For practical | 
purposes,” the 14 nations declared, | 
“freedom of expression has been | 
abolished in Argentina.” 
It’s a mystery why the potent | 
Azcarraga, frequently labeled the | 
Mr. Radio of North America, and | 
champion of free radio, took a pow- | 
der on Mestre, who mobilized the 
attack on Argentina after being 
elected’ new prexy of the Inter- 
American association. Luis de la 
Rosa, member of the Mexican dele- 
gation, also took a last-minute 
stand against Mestre. But Mexico 
signed the joint denunciation. 


Argentine delegates tried boldly 
t econvince the conference that 
Argentina has a free radio. Visit- 
ing delegates knew better. (All tel- 
ephones were tapped and tele- 
grams were held up by censors, 
causing one observer to crack, “A 
bad time was had by all under 
free radio (sic.).’’) 

Meeting Ends in Brawl 

The whole week’s assembly was 
held, as one delegate put it, “sit- 
ting on the proverbial keg of dyna- 
mite.” Saturday night’s (10) meet- 
ing ended in a brawl. There were 
eight Sunday conferences. 


Jaime Yankelevich, who fired 
Eva Duarte Peron as a radio ac- 
tress, charged the Argentine with 
buying delegates. Several Argen- 
tine ambassadors, as_ delegates, 
were advising this country’s reps. 


De la Rosa also tried a strong 
attack against the British Broad- 
casting Corp., demanding that they 
be kept out of the Americas and 
not be permitted to distribute 
large amounts of free transcrip- 
tions containing British propa- 
ganda. . 

Questions were raised as to wh 

the British were spending needed 
money and did not support Mexi- 
co, which angered the latter coun- 
try. 
.U.S. delegates steered next 
year’s conference away from the 
Argentine, to Venezuela, fearing 
long-winded speeches and “polite 
knives in the back,” with nothing 
accomplished. 








At the outset, this year’s parley 
looked important, but now, with 
the work accomplished or not, the 
situation appears in the lap of the 
gods. It’s widely feared that the as- 
sociation may be badly disorgan- 
ized by the split between Mestre 
and Azcarraga. 

Eva Peron made an appearance 
at the conference to accept a beau- 
tiful gift from the Argentine’s gov- 
ernment -ownéd stations, then 
rushed out. 

’ Argertine’s Eduardo Pelliciari, 
one of those attempting to knock 
down the “no free radio” charges, 
asserted: “Over our microphones 
are broadcast only truth and 
purity.” 

- Mexico, the U. S., Brazil and 
Uruguay were lected to the board 
of the association. 


- John McNeil to WNIR 


John H. McNeil, manager of 
WABD, DuMont television’s key 
N. Y. outlet until his recent resig- 
nation, has been named director of 
WNJR, Newark (N. J.) indie radio 
station owned by the Newark News. 
MeNeil’s appointment, according 
to WNJR prez Edward W. Scudder, 
Jr., is the first step in a move to 
enlarge the activities of the sta- 
tion and its FM affiliate, scheduled 
to take the air in the fall. 

Prior #0 his year at WABD, Mc- 
Neil was manager of WJZ, flagship 
station of the ABC radio web in 
N. Y. for six years. He'll continue 
as a freelance consultant for other 
radio and TV interests. 

. He succeeds Otis Williams, who 








Supreme Court 


To Decide On 


Washington, July 13. 

In the first case of its kind. to 
reach the Supreme Court, tribunal 
was asked last week whether net- 
work affiliation contracts violate 
the Sherman anti-trust laws and 
whether they cut off independent 
broadeast stations from national 
radio advertisers. 

Action was taken up on appeal 
by the Federal Broadcasting Sys- 
tem, operator of WSAY, in Roches- 
ter, N.Y. WSAY asked the Court 
to take jurisdiction in the case fol- 


| lowing adverse decisions in district 


and circuit courts, in an action 
against American Broadcasting Co. 
and Mutual Broadcasting System. 

If the Court should decide to 
hear the case and should rule for 
WSAY, it would terminate the 
present network affiliation system 
of handling national advertising 
contracts. Court, now in recess, 
is, not expected to decide until Oc- 
tober whether it will hear argu- 
ments. 

WSAY originally brought its ac- 
tion against all four national webs, 
seeking treble damages and a 
permanent injunetion against net- 
work exclusivity. 

For a considerable period, as one 
of three stations in Rochester, 
WSAY got programs from ABC 
arid Mutual while, at the same 
time, refusing to sign an affiliation 
contract with either web. CBS and 
NBC each had an affiliate in 
Rochester. WSAY took programs 
under an arrangement which “per- 
mitted the petitioner (‘WSAY) to 
set the price to be charged adver- 
tisers for the use of its facilities 
and gave the networks a 15% sell- 
ing commission.” 

The WSAY petition contends it 
rejected standard affiliation con- 
tracts because such contracts “did 
not give it the right fo negotiate 
with advertisers the rate to be 
charged for the use of its station.” 


|; Then in May and June, 1947, the 


Federal Communications Commis- 
sion licensed additional outlets in 
Rochester. ABC and Mutual lined 
up affiliates under the standard 
contract and WSAY was out in the 
cold. The petition explains to the 
Court: 

“Both networks on the same day 
notified WSAY that they would 
both. cut WSAY off from further 
access to national advertisers then 
purchasing time over petitioner's 
station.” . 

Goldman Ruling Cited 

In arguing that the Court should 
take jurisdiction, WSAY claims 
that the affiliation exclusivity is a 
Violation of the anti-trust laws 
similar to the violation recognized 
last May by the Court in its rul- 
ing favoring the Goldman Theatres 
of Philadelphia against the major 
film companies. 


Kramer’s WJR Exec Post 


Detroit, July 13. 
Worth Kramer, broadcasting 
veteran, has been appointed as- 
sistant general manager of WJR, 
it was announced Saturday (10) 
by Harry Wismer, exec assistant 
to the president. At the same time 





Wismer revealed that Franklin | 


(Bud) Mitchell, has been named 
program director. 

Kramer has been with WJR 
since his release as a navy officer 
in 1946, when he became program 





director. He has had 17 years ex- 
perience in radio. 


| Paper” 


Network Trust’ 


| the 


an actor, a 





HE CAN COOK, TOO! 


BILL JONES 


“(t'nele Bill’ on the “Funny 
show, featured announcer 
on the Saturday night Barn Dance, 
newscaster and works 
early morning wake-up shift. 
He’s as good as he is versatile. 


KLZ, DENVER. 


NAB ‘Silver Shower’ Drive 


Hle's 








The NAB-sponsored “silver 
shower” to raise $100,000 for the 
purchase of radio sets for German 
and Austrian schools appears to be 
laying a big egg—labeled with 
bitter protests from listeners. 

Urgent telegrams went out over 
the weekend from NAB prexy 
Justin Miller to district chairmen of 
the association advising them that 
the campaign, kicked off recently 
via a special broadcast on Mutual, 
is “seriouslyvlagging”’ and asking 


‘them to get stations in their respée- 
itive areas busy plugging the proj- 


ect “as soon as possible.” 


The networks also are under- 
stood to be getting a gentle needle 
to help out. 

With the individual stations, at 
least, reluctance to push the cam- 
paign appears to stem not from an 
unwillingness to go along wiih 
NAB, but from fear of criticism 
from dialers. One New York sta- 
tion yanked its spots promoting the 
drive after incurring a flurry of 
calls from irate listeners who felt 
money might better be raised for 
quite a few other causes. ~ 

At the same time, certain broad- 
casters are openly 
whether this sort of activity comes 
within the orbit of NAB. 


GARRY MOORE EXITS 





Hollywood, July 13. 


on doctor’s advice. He notified 
Compton agency and Procter & 


of health,’ but will remain on 
pending picking of a successor. 
Auditions will begin within a week. 

Moore has been troubled with 
an eye ailment that hasn't re- 
sponded to treatment and his doc- 
tor suggested he “slow down.” 
Strain of six half-hour shows 
weekly made it advisable, he said, 
that he withdraw. 

He succeeded the late Tom 
Breneman ag emcee oft the matinee 
series only a few weeks ago. 


- “Fashion Is Tele’s 
Spinach” 


By Adelaide Hawley 


gives the femme slant on this new 
contraption called TV 


* * * 
an editorial featuze in the 
3d Annual Special 


RADIO-TELEVISION 
NUMBER 


of 





Out This Menth 











For German School Sets , 
Causes Listener Beefs 


wondering 


‘B’FAST IN H’WOOD’ 
Garry Moore is ankling his new | the “Big Sister” stint... Harry Herrmann, co-producer of Kraft’s TV 


spot on “Breakfast in Hollywood,” | series on NBC, arrives j 


Gamble he’s exiting “for reasons | 


——_— 
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From the Production Centres 
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Twosome of the Week: Niles Trammell vs. Gen. Eisenhower on the 
| Deepdale Country Club (L.I.) links last Saturday (10)... ‘The Jimmy 
Liptons (Shirley Blane) have been written out of their various radio 
shows while they vacatiun on the Coast....The John Adbbates (she’s 
actress Lesley Woods) are returning after a year in Italy “Ah. Wil- 
| dernes¢!” will be the first broadcast of the “Theatre Guild” series in 
| the fall. Basil Rathbone is booked for a guest shot on the show during 
ithe season, at an unspecified date. Carol Irwin, producer of the series 
\for the Giuld, will spend the month of August on the Coast Roy 
Langham, national executive-secretary of the Radio Writers Guild, left 
over the weekend for a month's auto tour of Canada....Gunnar Mickel- 
' son. who wrote under the name of Peter Michael, has retired from radio 
| and. is managing the Montana ranch he owns with his sister. Sandra 
| Michael....During Ed Byron's vacation aboard his new cruiser motor- 
| boat, Perry Lafferty will direct one week.and Earle McGill two weeks of 
| “Mr. District Attorney” William M. Ramsey, Procter & Gamble 
| radio boss, due back Monday {19} from brief Hollywood trip _. Geo: 
Heller, national and local AFRA executive-secretary, due back from 
| vaeation next week....Elaine Carrington, who already has three radio 
| serials on the air, is readying several television program packages. 
She’s summering at her Bridgehampton (L.I.) home. 
Bud Barry, no sooner back from vacation, than off to the Coast on 
imum biz Final pacting inked last week for Groucho Marx’s return 
'to ABC Sept. 29 for Elgin-American .WINS yipping and ABC siz- 
'zling over current New Yorker cover ...U. S. Tobacco has added 
| WLW, Cincy, to the 483 Mutual stations carrying “Take a Number” 
Edgar Kobak laying around his Pine Orchard (Conn.) retreat for three 





; 





| weeks. Paul R. Benson has left Young & Rubicam to become as- 
| sistant director of research at Mutual John Tillman narrating one- 
| reel- video films for Acme Television Features....Dick Brahm of 


Bob Shayon, “You Are There” producer, and the missus took off for ° 


| Bob bought a car from Harry Beethoven, N. Y. attorney. 


i the Coast last week following the show’s season curtain-dropper. He'll 
| stay over for the Radio & Television Directors Guild’s national con- 
ference (being N. Y. local prexy) and return in time for ‘There's’ re- 
turn to air Aug. 22 
writer on the Jack Smith. show Ed Murrow has bought a 10-acre 
country place at Quaker Hill, near Pawling, making’ him a neighbor of 
Lowell Thomas and Gov. Dewey... Johnny Mince, clarinetist on the 
Arthur Godfrey show, welcomed twins (boy and girl) July 6 at Glen 
Cove, L. I. This seems to run in Archie Bleyer’s oreh. Little over 
year ago, guitarist Remo Palmieri got a double visit from the stork. 
Roger Krupp, spieler on “Just Plain Bill,” has subbed for Ford Bond 
and Howard Claney during vacations on “Manhattan Merry-Go-Round,” 
“American Album of Familiar Music,” “Waltz Time” and ‘American 
| Melody Hour”... . David J. Miller, Jr., has left WFIL-TV, Philly, where 
he was chief engineer, to become tele operations supervisor at ABC . 
Herbert Bachman of ABC research has been named manager of ABC 
tele research. . 
hopped out to Cleveland last Thursday (8) to wed Carol Corwin Portu- 
gal, radio actress.... Murry Harris, WNBC’s publicist, sailing Friday 
(16) on the Batory for a three-week looksee at England and France 


E. T. Smith, N. Y. broker, ‘at Santa Barbara, Calif., Monday (12) 
William Whitehouse of ABC's news staff upped to news editor. 





| the bottom up as a pageboy at ABC... 


| Monday (19). Contestants, who'll ante up to $100 for the privilege of 
| getting on, will include Bennett Cerf.... Bob Dixon has taken over 
| Johnny Olsen’s emcee chores.on WINS’ “It’s in the Bag” stanza from 
the Iceland eatery....Clarence Menser, ex-NBC program veepee. fell 
and broke his ankle last week in Florida, where he now resides... 
McFadden, new WNBC topper, held staffers over for two long night 


sessions last week to prep long-range plans, including a batch of public 
affairs stuff. 


coverage of the two political conventions, noting the $2,000,000 overall 
tab....Symphony Sid’s new WMCA nightowl show got a new theme 


Sid,” waxed by Illinois Jacquet’s swing combo....WWRL, L. I. indie, 


agencies and advertisers... WNBC’s Tony Provost is working with 
UN people on a man-in-the-street quiz to originate from Lake Success. 
Late summer teeoff is planned... Amzie Strickland and Mitzie Gould 
newcomers to “Helen Trent” .. Virginia Gregori and Barbara Kline 
added to “Just Plain Bill” cast 
son with “Front Page Farrell.” 
In the latest shufflé of production assignments in the Compton agency 
radio department, David Leson has been switched from supervision 
of “Big Sister” to “Young Dr. Malone,” with Kathleen Lane taking over 





n Hollywood July 28 for a two-week stay. He's 
taking over Ed Gardner's home, car and boat. The comic at the time 
| will be on European tour... Ford Bond, radio producer and announcer, 
off on a Grace Line South America cruise last week. He's due back 
July 26....Lily Blake, director of news and special events for WNYC. 
resumed her chores last week after a month’s absence resulting from 
a minor operation. : 

Casey Allen plays the lead Saturday (17) on “Radio City Playhouse” 
on NBC....Larry Harding, who left the CBS producer staff here last 
winter to become program director of a Rochester (N.Y.) station, now 
has a promotion-exploitation firm there....Bea Wain and Andre 
Baruch, who do a Mr. & Mrs. disk series twice daily on WMCA, have 
Signed for a series of nine recorded musical spots for Nedick, to plug 
a new drink product... Sylvia Dowling, a commercial writer for Young 
& Rubicam, is also assisting on production for the agency on the Life- 
NBC tele coverage of the Democratic convention. 

Fenton Productions, N. Y.. has been retained -by the MacManus. John 
|& Adams ad agency, Detroit. to handle its radio production needs. 

Agency handles the Pontiac and Cadillac accounts. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... . 


Johnny Mulvihill to Gotham to head up General Artist Corp's radio 
tele talent operations. Harold Jovien, who joined GAC’s music booking 
ranks a year ago, succeeds him....James H. Love moved over from 
post as Coast production supervisor of State Department’s International 
Motion Picture Division to film editor spot on KFI-TV....Jack Worm- 
ser added to KECA’s writer-producer staff for the summer, pinchhitting 
for Frank Morris... Jay C. Flippen inked for “Opera Once Over Light- 
ly" on KMGM. Kid-the-classics disk show flipped off Saturday (10) ... 
Bill Spier of CBS easted for five-week vacation. ‘Gil Doud directs 

Sam Spade” during the hiatus... Edgar Kaiser, general manager of 
Kaiser-Frazer’s Willow Run plant, in for sponsor party at CBS, mark- 
ing kickoff of five K-F shows on that net... . William Livingston and 
Frank Parker out of RKO with shutdown of that studio's radio depert- 
7 by a Hughes. reset 
op ane Fowell was Radie Harris’ first guest on the chatterer's Ts 

Broadway and Vine” Coast-originated Pag Ho the summer over CBS 
Monday (12)....Corny Jackson named radio chairman of West Coast 











(Continued on page 34) 


IN NEW YORK CITY... ; 


New boy at the home of Robert Paul Smith, © 


Dick Dudley, WNBC’s new late-evening disk jockey, - 


Florence Pritchett, until lately WOR’s “Barbara Welles,” married Earl 


Warren Hull’s 17-year-old son, John, starting in to learn radio from ~ 
Jack Barry pacted to emcee — 
| WNEW’s takeaway,’ “You Can Lose Your Shirt,” which tees off next - 


Tom - 
Robert Hurleigh, chief of Mutual’s Chi news bureau, devoted his ~ 


full 15-min. web stint Friday (9) to a salute to everybody's radio-tele . 


number in a Victor platter, just being released, titled “Symphony in _ 


released a survey of foreign language broadcasting in N. Y. to 1,000- 


. Rosalind Green and Arnold Robert- - 


They're going back into radio production. ~ 
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Radio Advertising: 1948 


An ad agency was asked by a prospective client to submit a radi 


recommendation for one of its 


heavy-goods household products. 


After making a detailed study of the bankrolling of network pro- 
gram by-similar accounts, the agency estimated that it would cost 
the prospective client a minimum of $850,000 a year for time and 
talent to do as effective a network job. 

The agency's masterminds, in further kicking the thing around, 
became dubious about the investment, for this particular product, 


paying off within a 13-week cycle 


, and browsed around for an idea 


that would have a better chance of holding the account once it got 


into the house. 


The recommendation finally submitted was that the client ap- 
propriate for the agency’s use the sum of $350,000 and the agency 
would guarantee to spot the preduct on an appended long list of 
giveaway programs and garner for the product so many accumula- 


tive minutes of commercial credits. 


Included in the presentation 


was a breakdown showing the amount of advertising the account 
would get for its $850,000 as compared to the greater accumula- 
tion of blurbing that would be derived from the giveaway tieup. 
The $350,000 appropriation would be used principally for pur- 
chase of the product directly from dealers, thereby, as the agency 
pointed out, building up a valuabie relationship between the manu- 


facturer and its outlets. 
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Victory Bucks General in New Plea 


To FCC on Purchase Bid for WOV, N.Y. 





Washington, July 13. + 


Victory Broadcasting Corp. 
(Ralph Weil, manager of WOV, 


N. Y.; Arnold Hartley, program di- | 


rector of WOYV, and Joseph Leigh) 
last Friday (9) invoked the AVCO 
rule and presented a petition to 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission protesting the sale of WOV 
unless they are considered as buy 
ers. 

General Broadcasting Corp. 
(Richard E. O'Dea, Herman Bess 
and Harry Reichenstein) had ear- 
lier petitioned to have Victory’s bid 
set aside and their offer for the 
Italian-English language station ap- 
proved. 

Victory said it “will in all re- 
spects meet the terms and condi- 
tions proposed by General.” The 
company pointed out the qualifica- 
tions of the purported buyers who 


have raised the standards of the , 
station in the last five years to a Ben Grauer and Kenneth Bang- 


degree where they have received 
mention in every national radio 
award. 
invokes AVCO Rule 

In 1941 the Commission ordered 
Arde Bulova and Harry B. Hen- 
shel, owners of both WOV and 
WNEW, N. Y., to sell controlling 
interest in one or the other station. 


'NBC to check off his stint with 


i 


_ Generally Speaking 


Goodman Ace (“Mr. Ace & 
Jane’’) says, come late August, 
he switches from General 
Bradley (for the Army) to 
General Foods (for Jello.) 

It’s for the good of the serv- 
| ice, he says. 








NBC's ‘or Else’ To 
-Grauer, Banghart 
~ OnDual Gabbing 


Two of NBC’s busiest spielers, 


‘hart, are caught on the horns 
,of similar, unhappy dilemmas. 
|They’ve got to choose between 
staying with NBC or continuing 
‘with a couple of programs with 
'which they've been prominently 
| identified. 

| Grauer, it’s learned, has been 
under pressure for some time from 


8S UP 00. 
AEFUTES TVERS 


As a further reflection of the 
networks’ current “we're-in-busi- 
ness-to-stay” stance to offset the 
television drumbeaters, NBC has 
hit an alltime peak on billings for 
| the first six months of 1948. Aciu- 
ally, the web is 8% over business 
recorded for the first half of °48. 


| # adGition CBS points te the 
fact that, en the basis of pres- 
|}ent contractual commitments, it 
|} will show a 3% hike in business 
lover last vear for the first nine 
|}months of 1948. Further, the net- 
| work claims the year-end will find 
| the billings increased even higher. 
| Execs around the four networks 
| have become increasingly annoyed 
}in recent months over what they 
iterm the “AM downbeat boys” 
|who apparentiy derive joy in 
spreading the gospel that “radio’s 
| washed up.” As far as the guy 
| who lays it on the line for a half- 
‘hour show is concerned say the 
nets, radio is kicking its well- 
| heeled toe higher than ever. 
| In substantiation, they point to 


\the newspaper-magaine-radio na- | 


| tional advertising picture for the 
;month of May. Radio, for example. 
|is eredited with an 8°> advance in 
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US. Voice’ ls Down to Whisper in Most 





- Of Enrope Because of Bad Reception, 
~ Competition, Sets and Its Poor Label 
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By DOROTHY HOLLOWAY 
Paris, July 6. 


| 5% rr 
Nancy Crais’s Flying Disks The “Voice of America” is no 


| Naney Craig, on a three-week | more than a whisper in most of the 
|trip through the west, is doing most | free countries of Europe. This is 


|Of her early morning programs on 
| WJZ, New York, via transcription 
land a few by direct line. She leaves 


|St. Louis today (Wed.), will be in | Switzerland. 





the openiy expressed view vi radia 
toppers and men-in-the-street in 
Holland, Belgium, France and 
The Voice’s only 


'Chicage tomorrow (Thurs.! and Fri-! fans in these countries are listed 


{day (16) and resumes her live 
| Shows Monday (19) in New York. 
She left the home station July 1 
and flew to Denver, where she did 
| broadcasts July 2 and 5 in connec- 
‘tion with the location premiere of 
| Eagle Lion’s “Canon City.” 
| 


World Overtones 
~ To Overshadew 








NBC's Powwow 


| billings over the same month in | 


| 47, whereas index for all major | 


|; media was up 7% over the previ- 
| OuS year. 

That radio business for May was 
11% below the previous month 
|(whereas in newspapers the gain 
'over the previous month was 4°) 
|is attributed to the start of the 
{summer slump in radio. But on 
lthe basis of current agency-ciient 
lactivity, they aver, the upcoming 
broadcasting season will find all the 
established bankrollers again rid- 
| ing the coast-to-coast kilocycles, 
with some planning expansion in 
billings. 


| 

Ex-Con’s Confidence 

Came Alerts Radio Te 
Phonies Mulcting Dialers 


Radio, and more particularly 
A. L. Alexander’s “Mediation 
Board” on WOR-Mutual, picked up 
a minor black eve last week. It 
turned out, according to Attorney 





Mester Bros. tried to buy WOV. waiter winchell on ABC, but has 
but the Commission ruled against |, .0, able to fend off the move 
them managing the station, $0 | under an agreement by NBC at 
Bulova and the principals of Gen- |the time the Bluc Network was 
eral arrived at an agreement. How- \divorced, that NBC staffers tied 
ever, present management, as rep- | 4) with shows on the latter web 
resented by Victory, claimed under ¢oujg stay with them. Now, how- 





(Continued on page 34) 


Negro Minstrel 
Show Hits Snag 


Scheduled to preem last Wednes- 
dav night (7) on NBC as the web’s 
summer sustainer replacement for 
the Dennis Day Colgate show, the 
all-Negro “National Minstrels pro- 
gram failed to hit the air following 
a last-minute squawk by the Na- 
tional Assn. for the Advancement 
of Colored People. NAACP pro- 





tested that the Negro stereotype | 


was too-heavily accented and also 
beefed about use of the word min- 
strel in the title. 


Actually, NBC had sounded out — 


alter White, head of the NAACP. 
Lge opinion rather than risk 
after-broadcast repercussions. The 
web played an audition platter for 
White the day before the sched- 


i C ex- 
he nix on the program. NB 
nation a willingness to change the 
title, but ee P| anything 

t the Negro diaiecct. 
err result, NBC did a reprise of 
convention highlights last Wednes- 
day and is reformating the oy aa 
into an all-Negro variety layout for 
debut at some later date. 

‘ package. 
ee Cole a NBC had a full 
lineup of statio 
ment. including 
the south. 


ever, that Winchell is to become 
an ABC property, NBC is under- 
stood to have renewed its insist- 
ence that Grauer, who's reluctant 
to mak” the choice, decide between 
NBC and Winchell. 

It's believed WW will 
Grauer a tempting offer to con- 
tinue their longstanding tieup. but 
whether it would be sufficient to 
match, in coin and prestige. 
'Grauer’s assignments and opportu- 
nities with NBC, is apparently 
| questionable. 

For NBC, Grauer currently is 
‘on the Chesterfield Supper Club, 





‘the NBC Symphony and “Living— | 


| 1948." He also moderates NBC- 
TV’s “Americana” quiz stanza. 


ing himself prominently as “the 
‘voice of Ford” on the Ford Thea- 


itre this past season, only to have | 


(Continued on page 55) 





One-Shot ‘Husband’ 


| Makes the CBS Grade 


uled preem, at which time he put) 


| What started out as a one-shot 
‘filler last week, because “Our Miss 


Brooks” wasn’t ready to hit the | 


| air—the Lucille Ball “My Favorite 
' Husband” situation comedy—now 
‘shapes up as one of the brighter 
_potentia's on the CBS program- 
ming agenda. 

Columbia has bought the show 
and starting July 23 it goes into 
the Friday at 9 slot on the network. 
When it did pinchhit duty Monday 
(5), it got top reception among the 
flock of new CBS premieres. 





make | 


General Nathaniel L. Goldstein of 
New York, that an ex-convict who 
faked a hardluck story on Alex- 
ander’s airer last Christmas, and 
subsequentiy was showered with 
$13,500 in cash and 2,200 boxes of 
clothing, food, ete.. by sympathetic 
| listeners, had paid off a $2,000 
| mortgage on his Connecticut home 
|and spent an additional $9,000 on 
'a new car and a Florida vacation. 
Goldstein, with Alexander, asked 
‘the supreme court to appoint a 
special guardian to protect the in- 
terest of the ex-convict’s son, a 
|10-year-old, in a $2,250 bank ac- 
count. Court was also asked to 
name a receiver for another ac- 
count of $381 in the names of the 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. John A. 
| Walker. Two sums are all that is 
‘left of the contributed jackpot. 


} 





i 
' 


very carefully into Walker's back- 


‘ground before putting him on the | 


Banghart succeeded in identify- air—but vows it won't happen |cepted the terms, but the holiday hour, with one hour minimum, and 


again, if he can heip it. 





|| Sylvester L. (Pat) 
Weaver, Jr. 


| (Director of Radio-Television, Veepee, 
Young & Rubicam) 


forecasts for 

‘| “Television and the Adver- 
‘| tising Agency: An Era of 
Real Creative Patterning” 
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As radio powwows go, NBC’s up- 
|; coming second annual convention, 
to be held at Sun Valley, Idaho, 
| Sept. 22 to 25, will be unprece- 
| dented in character. On the theory 
that radio has achieved a siatus as 
| the most vital of communications 
| media today, and with the atiend- 
ing complexities of world affairs, 
NBC is biueprinting an agenda that 
will encompass considerably more 
ihan merely solving network af- 
filiate problems. 

In fact the chief accent of the 
convention will be put on talks by 
top-ranking Government officials, 
as well as by advertising chieftains. 
NBC figures that radio’s role to- 


a show on the air and requires par- 
ticipation in events that will shape 
the future peace of the world. As 
one exec put it: “Those affiliate 
squawks concerning station breaks, 
ete., that previously inundated con- 
vention agendas, can be handled 
just as easily by mail or on the 
phone. You don't need conventions 
for such issues.” 

NBC made a survey among its 
affiliates to determine what other 
matters should be highlighted. 
Television got the most hefty re- 
sponse, with the result that one? 
complete day of the four-day meet 
will be devoted to analyzing the 
whole video picture. The new NAB 


—ae 


day far transcends that of putting | 


Alexander admits he didn’t look | 


code and the NBC code will also be 
projected before the delegates. 


RWG Gets Pay Hikes For 
40 Web News Staffers 


Under a new agreement reached 
jast Friday (9) between the net- 
works and the Radio Writers 
Guild, staff news writers get a 
bianket raise of $33.75 per month, 
with severance pay and extra 
money for work done on holidays. 
Between 35 and 40 writers are 
|covered by the agreement. 

CBS, ABC and Mutual have ac- 





— 
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in the following order: 
homesick Americans and the hand- 


| ful of chip-heavy Europeans whe 


have high-quality shortwave re- 
ceivers in working order. 

Bosses of radio here and a host 
of just plain citizens made no 
bones about their belief that the 
“Voice” airers aren't pulling a big 
audience in countries outside the 
Russian sphere of influence — 
where, they go on to say, the re- 
verse may well be true. These are 
the opinions of William Vogt, di- 
rector of AVRO, official radio of 
Holland; Theodore Fleischman, 
boss of Belgium’s Radio Diffusion; 
Louis Merlin, chief of Laxem- 
bourg’s radio, the only commercial 
operation on the Continent, and 
several spokesmen for Radio Dif- 
fusion of France. Their views 
were reinforced by several Ameri- 
cans living on the Continent who 


have made it their business to in-, 


vestigate the situation. Outside 
the tron Countries, the habit of 
listening, hypoed during the war 
years, hasn't carried over into the 
peace. 

Radio moguls here list three big 
reasons for the cold shoulder our 
“Voice” airers receive—absence of 
any great and immediate threat to 
security coupled with a wide di- 
versity of local press and Intra- 
European radio media bad recep- 
tion from the U. S. and lack of 
high-quality dx receivers. The 
Swiss probably do more dialing on 
the shortwave spectrum because 
the mountainous terrain makes it 
difficult for them to get good local 
service. It was pointed out, how- 
ever, that even here BBC has a 
definite edge over the “Voice” be- 
cause of superior reception. 

Uncle Sam's best chance of get- 

(Continued on page 34) 


AFRA Votes New 





Stand-In Policy 


New rule applying to rehearsal 
stand-ins has been adopted by the 
New York chapter ef the Ameri- 
can Federation of Radio Artists. 


Measure was adopted by referen-— 


dum vote of the membership, after 
discussion at the last meeting. June 
10. It becomes effective Monday 
(19). 

Regulation calls for the use of 


a stand-in whenever any actor for | 


singer or anwaouncer) is absent 
from reearsal for more than 15 
minutes. The stand-in is to be paid 
by the absent actor according to 
the following scale: 

On commercial shows, $8.75 per 


|pay clause still has to be worked $438 per subsequent half-hour. 
‘out with NBC. The new pact is | 
effective from July 1 through Sept. | hour, with one hour minimum, and 


/30. 1949. 
‘sought the right to reopen the 


On transcription shows, $7.90 per 


The Guild originally $4 per subsequent half-hour. 


On sustaining shows. $4 per 


/agreement to permit a cost-of-liv- hour, one hour minimum, and $2 
jing salary boost, but finally com- “per subsequent half-hour. Employ- 


'promised on a shorter-term deal. 
An agreement covering staff 


jer may pay the fees at his option. 


At the June 10 meeting the New 


Script writers is still in negotiation. York membership also voted au- 





| thoriza‘ion of a party or dance to 
‘raise fund- to cover the cost of 


Judy Starr Hurt in Crash sending delegates to the annual 


Chicago, July 13. 

Judy Starr. radio songstress. 
suffered internal injuries and pos- 
sible skull fracture Friday ‘9) in 
an auto accident north of Chicago. 
Singer, driving alone, careened off 
car and smashed into a 

house 


She was taken to St. Francis 








hospital, Evanston, Ul. where ber 
condition remains i 


national convention and resolved 
to make two issues of the local 
house organ, Stand By, available 
each year for statements support- 
ing candidates for union office. A 
proposal that ali membership meet- 
ings be automatically adjourned at 
midnight was deferred with the 
stipulation that it be the first or- 
os of business ai the next meeé- 
ng. 
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D.C. TV 


(No. 5 in a series by VARIETY< 
correspondents showing how tele 
is projecting itself in the key 
cities around the country.) 


By HERMAN LOWE 


Washington, July 13. 


With fewer than 14,000 sets in 
operation in the Washington 
metropolitan area, television here 
is just beginning to come out of 
the taproom and into the home. 
It’s still regarded as prime bait for 
the eating and drinking spots, par- 
ticularly en nights when there is 
an important sports event. How- 
ever, it hasn’t been around long 
enough io make a real dent on 
boxoffices or to hypo them sub- 
stantially, so that opinion is mixed 
here on just what effect it has on 
ether fields of entertainment. 


Here is the roundup: 


* Video seems to have no ap- 
preciable effect on the gate of the 


Washington Redskins, the town’s | 


powerful pro eleven. Griffith Park 
is sold out game after game for 
the ’Skins and it’s figured that tele 
helps to take care of the over- 
flow. Same is true for the baseball 
Senators. General belief is that 
video has hypoed the b.o. for pro 
wrestling which picked up last 
winter after the television cameras 
began to play on the rasslers. 
Some help is also figured toward 
pro boxing, which has never been 
too sensational in this area. The 
town has a good pro basketball 
team, whose home games. were 
televised last winter but with no 
definite decision as to whether 
TV helped or hurt the gate. 


So far as the picture houses are 
concerned, it’s too early to tell. 
Morty Gerber, of District Theatres 
(large chain catering to all-Negro 
audiences) points out that when 
something like a Louis-Walcott 
fight comes along attendance drops 
as much as 80%. However, this 
isn’t attributed to TV since most 
customers. don’t have video sets 
but do have radios. Generally, he 
believes, tele hasn’t yet hit his 
business and “it will be a long 
time yet.” 

‘Excuse For Poor Pictures’ 


Frank Boucher, president of 
D. C. Variety Tent, and manager 
of the K-B Circuit, has gone out 
to meet television half way. Op- 
erating on a tiein with Philco 
dealers, his Apex theatre distrib- 
uted ballots on ‘why I like tele- 
vision” with the winner to get a 
$1,000 receiver. “Tele will supple- 
ment but never supplant pictures,” 
says the confident Boucher. “All 
the exhibitors needs are good pic- 
tures. All this talk of the threat 
of television is merely an excuse 
for poor pictures.” 

There were hopes here that ad- 
vance ballyhoo on the Republican 
National Convention would hypo 
the sale of television sets. This 
proved a complete disappoint- 
ment. However, after people have 
witnessed such things as major 
fights and the convention via 
video, set sale has perked up. 


One interesting angle is the be- 
lief that sports are getting shoved 
out of first place in importance. 
One television spokesman in this 
area figures popularity of pro- 
grams in this order — variety 
shows, dramatic shows, news, 
sports. 

The three operating stations 
here are running about 25 hours 
a week except in such unusual 
situations as the political conven- 
tion weeks when ali rules are off. 

Much of the local advertising 
on tele comes from the retail 


dealers themselves. In the current ; 


hot spell, stations aren’t trying to 
sell commercials as much as they 
are readying interesting packages 
for the fall when they figure the 
market should be much better. 
Considerable amount of experi- 
mentation in local shows is under 
it gets its television feet under it. 
working a “Hayloft” show (barn 
dancing, etc.), trying to cash in 
on the popularity of hillbilly stuff. 
Another new show is built around 
a ballad singer. 


On a national basis, Washington 
tele stations figure they'll origi- 
nate exactly what originates here 
on sound radio — news and com- 
mentary programs. Alli in all, it 
figures as a pretty safe bet that 
Washington TV will do a couple of 
more years of floundering before 
it hits its stride. 


Due for Couple More Years Of 
Floundering; B.0. Not Yet Affected 


- 








New Tele Business 


Pioneer Scientific Corp. signed 
to sponsor a 10-minute Friday 
night comedy show featuring 
Buddy Young and Richy Victor 
over WBKB (Balaban & Katz, Chi- 











cago). Outfit ill plug its Polaroid 
tele filter t:.cough the Cayton 
agency. 


Harry Alter Co., 
tributors of major home appliances, 
inked renewal contract for spon- 


Chicago dis- 





sorship of a once-weekly wres- 
tling show over WBKB. Agency is 
Maicoim-Howard. 

WPTZ, Philly, has added two 
new summer accounts. The “Buten 
Weather Man” will telecast week- 
end weather conditions in nearby 
resorts during the vacation months. 
Eddie First is the “Weather Man.” 
Account was placed by the Phil 
Klein Agency for M. Buten & 
Sons, paint manufacturers. 


The Austin Co., Philly construc- 
tion outfit, has contracted for a se- 
ries of five-minute film programs 
to run during July, through Fuller, 
Smith and Ross. 


WPTZ, Philly, renewals include 
the Stoney McLinn “Sports Scrap- 
book” for Gretz Beer, through 
Seberhagen, Inc.; Gray & Rogers 
signed up for 26 additional weeks 
for Barbey’s Sunshine Beer; the 
J. R. Kupsick Agency renewed the | 
spot campaign for Brentwood 
Sportswear, and the Grey Agency 
renewed for the BVD Corp. Gimbel 
Bros. renewed “Handy Man” for 
another 13 weeks. 

Beneficial Saving Fund Society, 
the first Philly bank to use TV, in- 





creased its spot campaign on | 
WPTZ, with an additional 26- week | 
contract, through the Richard A. | 
Foley agency. 

Pioneer Scientific Corp., manu- 
facturers of Polaroid television 
filters, inked to sponsor Thursday 
night wrestling matches over 
WABD (DuMont, N. Y.). Agency is 
Kayton, Ince. 

General Time Instrument Corp., 
makers of Westclox, signed for a 
series of one-minute spots on 
WBKB (Balaban & Katz, Chicago). 
Agency is BBD & O. 

N. Snellenburg, Co., one of the 
Philly’s leading department stores, 
and Peirce-Phelps, distributor of 
Admiral television receivers, are 
co-sponsoring 18 daily announce- 
ments over WCAU-TV, Phillys, 
during Democratic convention. 
WCAU-TV felt that viewer interest 
could best be held during the con- 
vention by limiting commercial 
breaks to 20 seconds. Brown and 
Williamson Tobacco used a similar 
series of announcements during the 
GOP conclave, plugging Kool 
Cigarets. 





Houseman’s ‘Chorus Girl’ 

“A Day in the Life of a Chorus 
Girl,” an eight-minute short film 
for use as a 10-minute sponsored 
video show, will be produced by 
John Houseman for Tele News. 
Howard Teichmann is writing the 
script, with Houseman siated to 
direct. 

It will be a semi-fictional docu- 
mentary starring Gloria Stevens, 
chorus girl from “Inside U.S.A.,” 
at the Century, N. Y. 








Don Meier 


(Soles Manager, WBKB, Chicago) 
finds that 


“TV Begins to Pay Off, 
Sponsor-Wise”’ 


* * * 
an editorial feature in 


VARIETY '8 


3d Annual Special 
RADIO-TELEVISION 


PREVIEW 
Out This Month 


Herb Moss TV Package 
Production Leg Starts 


Rolling: 6-Way Spread 


Herb Moss, who this past season 
directed the “Vox Pop” airer on 
ABC, is henceforth channeling his 
1948-’49 activities into television, 
with a six-way package log already 
on the agenda. 

Lineup includes a Phil Silvers 
audience participation show, pack- 
aged at $2,000, called “Laugh and 
Learn,” built around a _ Silvers 
owned-and-operated school for 
dancing, music and magic. Silvers 
is being teamed with Charles Hay- 
wood. Joe Stein and Will Glick- 
man are the scripters. 

Moss also has a $2,250 package 
for Mel Allen called “Meet Your 
Hero,” in which kids from all 
walks of life are given a chance to 
meet their favorite sports hero. 
Yasha Frank is doing the scripting 
on this one. 

Lennen & Mitchell has optioned 
another Moss. package, “Great 
Talent Hunt,’ priced at $1,850, 
which William Morris agency is 
handling. Jerry Lewis and Dean 
Martin, the nitery comics, have 
been packaged for a_ situation 
comedy with an audience participa- 
tion gimmick. ABC web has 
optioned “Sing for Your Supper,” 
packaged at $1,500, with Warren 
Hull as emcee and originating from 
either the Astor hotel roof or the 
Terrace Room of the New Yorker. 











It’s also a participation show, with 


Harry Ommerle handling. 

“Television Workshop,” with a 
$900 price tag, has students doing 
scenes from established plays and 
judged by other students. Lee 
Strasberg is the “teacher.” An- 
other $900 Moss package is “Cross- 
word Varieties.” 


GEN. MILLS READIES 
MAJOR TELE PLUNGE 


General Mills, which recently 
announced its intention of staying 
out of television for the immediate 
present, is apparently switching its 
plans. Indications are that the food 
processor, one of the top spenders 
of radio, is about to enter the 
video field in a major way. 

Ed Smith, the firm’s director of 
radio, was in New York last week 
for confabs with tele execs of both 
its agencies, Dancer - Fitzgerald - 
Sample and Knox Reeves. A com- 
plete survey of video availabilities 
and prospects was made. 








Inside Televisi 
Press agents who contact newspapers around the country for radio- 
tele interests report that television has presented an assignment 


problem in some towns. Attempts 
move in on the new medium have 


by picture editors or reviewers to 
been meeting, say the pa.’s, with 


stiff opposition from presiding radio editors. 

Contention set up by the radio eds is that any entertainment that 
comes into the home by electronic device remains within their province 
and that only time the film confrere should be permitted to concern 


himself with video professionally is 
places, like picture houses. 


when the thing is shown in public 


In some instances, film reviewers have 


tried to justify their expansion tactics by pointing out that private 
scanning is an old custom of theirs since they do most of the reviewing 


in projection rooms. 





Harper’s magazine is conducting a television survey of its subscribers. 
Questionnaire asks not only about the make and price of the set the 
subscriber owns or plans buying, but inquires what stations are most 
tuned, quality of reception, quality of programs, number of viewers in 


family, viewing hours, etc. 


en 


If the Toni Co. decides on a tele serial it will 


with Julian Funt as scripter. 


be film rather than live, 


Video shows would not, however, ™ 
cate Funt’s scripting for “Nora Drake,” er, dupli 


but consist ‘of a separate series. 


Toni officials believe that at this stage of tele development one time 


live shows are a waste of coin. 





John Gibbs, eastern radio representative of Berg-Allenberg, is - 
ing with the agency’s Hollywood office to set a atitnation mute te 
make television films in Hollywood. The idea is to use talent on the 


B-A list to produce the films, 
through ad agencies in New York. 


with Gibbs selling the setup to sponsors, 


AT LIBERTY CLUB. 


| With Jacqueline, Gordon Gaines, 


Sharon De Vries, D’Artega 
Writer: Sy Frolick ; 
Director: Roger Muir 
15 Mins.; Thurs.; 8 p.m. 
U. S. RUBBER 
NBC, from New York : 

(Fletcher D. Richards} 

“At Liberty Club” is based on a 

sound video idea 





variety bills in an informal 
| This type of show, however, 1s only 
las good as the performers on it. 
|As such, this quarter-hour session 
ineeds strengthening. The talent 
on this show rarely rises above 


make it appear otherwise. Bright- 
est thing about the session Is the 
handling of the U. S. Rubber plug 
via a brief puppet and cartoon 
sequence. 
Show has a cafe setting in which 
Jacqueline plays hostess to as- 
sorted guests who stroll in and 
take their turn on the floor. Jac- 
queline, a Parisienne singer, also 
chanteuses a couple of numbers 
with only a mild impact. Comedy 
is supplied by Sharon DeVries, a 
zany operatic soprano. Her takeoff 
on “Romeo and Juliet’ on the 
preem show (9) was frenzied but 
dull when it wasn’t in questionable 
taste. Program was topped off by 
a pleasant romantic ballad _ ren- 
dered by baritone Gordon Gaines 
with D’Artega backing up on the 
organ. Herm. 


RATES HIGHEST 
With Jack McCarthy, 

Corum, guest 
5 Mins., 8:10 p.m. 

R & H BEER 
WPIX, New York 

A tame little idea, this, that 
won’t hurt anybody’s feelings and 
that spans five minutes with guile- 
less speed. When caught Friday (9), 
it preceded the pickup of the 
Giants-Dodgers game from. the 
Polo Grounds. 

Basically, the charade contained 
in “Rates Highest,” which, inci- 
dentally, is the sponsor’s trade 
slogan, is as surefire as any device 
having to-do with ratings or prefer- 
ences. 
implies plenty combustibility. 
Again, it’s one of those things that 
will probably get the bartender 
reaching for the bungstarter to 
quell an argument. 

The program calls upon the lis- 
tener to declare by ballot which of 
three players filling the same posi- 
tion on the Giants, Yankees and 
Dodgers teams rates as top man. 
On the program caught the candi- 
dates were of second-base alloca- 
tion, namely, Jackie Robinson, of 
the Dodgers; Stuffy Stirnweiss, of 
the Yanks, and Bill Rigney, Giants. 

Jack McCarthy, who m.c.’s the 
five-minuter, first cases the guest 
of the evening, a sportswriter, for 
his No. 1 choice and then pitches 
the ballot idea to the viewers, with 
the explanation that the diamond- 
eer garnering the most votes will 
be included in the program’s pic- 
ture gallery of the all-star. team 
representative of Greater New 
York. Telecasting of photos of can- 
didates in question is part of the 
routine. To give the thing a little 
more zip the program could make 
these closeup shots of the candi- 
dates in action. 

Product is amply plugged within 
the five minutes. For the fadeout 
McCarthy and his guest are con- 
fronted with a tray of R & H suds, 
and the pair go through the ges- 
cture of clinking glasses as a tran- 
scription rolls off the R & H theme 
song, “Dormez Vous” (Go to Sleep). 
A natural inference from the 
themer, incidentally, is that the 
brewer is competing for prospects 
with Sanka Coffee. If that’s the 
angle, the request sounds a little 
misplaced on this budding medium. 

Odec. 


mv., 





PLACES, PLEASE! 

With Barry Wood, Mary LaRoche, 
Olga Suarez, Bob DeVoye, Ber- 
nie Layten 

Producer: Barry Wood 

rie, nose” 

ns.; Mon.-Wed.-Fri., 7: .m, 

Sustaining te 

CBS, from New York 
This new backstage tele series, 

giving featured performers, bit 

players and chorines from Broad- 
way shows and niteries a chance 

at some individual stuff, has a 

warming, informal quality that 

makes attractive video. Playing on 

the average audience’s yen to get 

hin e scenes, and masking 

ee. pes carefully with a dis- 
, @asygoing style, B 

Wood, as producer-singer-emcee, 

has hit on a familiar formula, but 

hit it satisfyingly. - 
A piano player accompanying an 
artist through a number, while 
other cast members limber up in 
the background; a performer 


tm 4 





mediocrity despite lots of effort to | 
|okay. Current week's shows, Mon- 


Bill | 


In baseball, especially, it | 
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ambling down the aisle of a de. 
serted theatre onto the rehearsal 
stage; a couple stagehands moving 
props during the act—all this js 
worked in artfully to good im. 
promptu effect. Talent picked for 
the airer, judged by the show 
caught Monday (12), although not 
outstanding, is satisfactory. Singer 
Mary LaRoche lazied through a 


f presenting | ballad, and dueted for finale with 
formal dress. | Wood; Wood had a number of his 


own as well; Olga Suarez did a 
modern dance bit; Bob DeVoye had 
another, and latter two did a dance 
together. 

Program is easy on the eye, ear 
and brain these dog days, and 


day (12), Wednesday (14) and Fri- 
day (16), were on 6:45 p.m. sched- 
ule due to the Democratic Conven- 
tion. - Subsequent programs will 
be at the series’ regular time 
7:45-8 p.m. Bron, ° 
TELEVISION CHAPEL 
With Rabbi Louis I. Newman, Can. 
tor Nathan G. Meltzoff; Joseph 
Yasser, organist; others 
Director: Edward Stasheff 
Prod. Assistant: Clay Yurdin 
30 Mins.; Sun., 5 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WPIX, N. Y. 
This is television’s first weekly 
religious program, and WPIX is 
doing a surprisingly good job of 


showing that sueh a series can be’ 


both educational and entertaining. 
As an out-and-out public service 
show, for which there can be no 
financial returns, the station rates 
plenty of credit. But for making 
it a show that will also attract 


| viewers for its entertainment qual- 


ity, that credit is earned even 


;} more, 


WPIX has set up a _ special 
chapel in its studio, which is used 
for nothing but this program. For- 
mat revolves so far strictly 
around actual religious services, 
with the Catholic, Protestant and 
Jewish faiths rotating, and the 
fourth week every month given 
over to a different denomination, 
such as the Greek Orthodox or one 
of the colored faiths. Present 
plans call for special shows at the 
holiday periods of any of the de- 
nominations, with remote pickups 
from churches and synagogues also 
scheduled in the future. 

Show caught (11) featured Re- 
formed Jewish services, with Rabbi 
Louis I. Newman of Temple 
Rodeph-Sholom (N.Y.) conducting. 
Markings in the chapel were natu- 
rally changed to.conform to the 
Jewish theme. Assisted by Cantor 
Nathan G. Meltzoff, organist Jo- 
seph Yasser and various soloists, 
Rabbi Newman presented the most 
important Hebrew prayers, trans- 
lating them into English for the 
benefit of non-Jewish viewers. Al- 
though they were dignified in 
keeping with the serious theme of 
the show, the services were inter- 
esting enough to appeal to all 
lookers. 

_ Director Ed Stasheff and his as- 
sistant, Clay Yurdin, handled their 
cameras well, spotlighting the 
soloists neatly to heighten the 
haunting quality of the Jewish 
prayers. It’s too bad that some 
of the other stations which in- 
cluded religious programming in, 
their original applications to the 
FCC have never followed through 
on those plans. Stal. 


Tele Follow-Up 


Columnist-emcee Ed _ Sullivan 
dished up a consistently good 
brand of vaudeo Sunday night 
(11) over CBS - TV, captioned 














“Toast of the Town.” Certainly 
Skitch Henderson, the Costello 
Twins, Joe E. Howard, Joey 


Adams with Tony Canzoneri and 
Mark Plant, and Lena Horne, sup- 
plemented by what is seemingly @ 
permanent line of six, and also 
a Post Office Quartet, made for a 
sock lineup. Basically each act 1s 
standard and seemingly nonchalant 
about the new iconoscope medium. 
Adams was particularly insouciant, 
mildly mugging his way to a strong 
personal click. The layout’s stum- 
bling block was in the too-leisurely 
pace, with Sullivan’s too-leisurely 
emceeing a factor. 

From the teeoff, the personable 
maestro-pianist Henderson made 
for a good entr’acte. The Costellos 
(femmes), with their acro-dancing 
segued into the venerable 
Howard’s “I Wonder Who’s Kissin8 
Her Now,” and of course the song- 
smith’s leading of a community 


sing rarely misses. That goes alsO~ 


for his cakewalk, the camera doing 
right by his nimble shoes, despite 
the vet songsmith’s 78 years. Miss 


(Continued on page 32) 
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CHEVVY INTO HIGH TV 


NBC Has the Edge 


Trade comment is more and more vocal concerning advantages 
enjoyed by NBC, through its RCA manufacturing connection, in 


the development of television. 


NBC can pour millions into TV 


program service and worry very little about immediate TV adver- 
tising revenues, since the sales of RCA receiving sets will be 


highly profitable. 


opc’ 
wae 


phonograph. records. 


Meantime, CBS, its chief rival, must finance 
highly expensive television entertainment from either radio-pro- 
vided funds or current advertising contracts. 

William S. Paley has steadfastly resisted all proposals, many 
made as early as 1930, for CBS to establish a set-manufacturing 
arm. Neither in the case of radio sets nor more recently in the 
case of television sets has he figured that CBS should spread out. 


enln awnesenin tet See desectaeinl i ac 
~% SOC CACUTSION inte industrial production has been through 








TV's Break Even’ Timetable 
Put Back to ‘50 by Phillips 


Possibility that a television sta-+ 


tion may be able to break even 
financially, which had been looked 
for some time this year, is not 
probable now until at least 1950. 
That’s the opinion of Lawrence 
Phillips, director of the DuMont 
tele network whose WABD (N.Y.) 
had been figured to be the first to 
reach that magic black ink status. 

Chief reason for the delay, ac- 
cording to Phillips, is the new FCC 
regulation requiring a station op- 
erating as long as WABD to pro- 
gram at least two hours daily on a 
seven-day per-week operation and 





to total 28 hours weekly. That, 
Phillips said, means an expansion 
in beth personnel and facilities, 
with an attendant increase in the 
payroll. 
continuation of financial 
Phillips said, are generally in- 
creased programming costs; a 
more competitive market in N. Y. 
with the addition of new stations, 
and stronger demands on the part 
of viewers for better program 
quality. 

He pointed out that there’s been 
a great increase in interest in tele 


| 
Also responsible for the | 


losses, | 





by advertisers. “The courting stage | 
has passed.” he said. “The girl has | 


said. ‘1 will.’ But even so she hasn’t for individual cities and television 


set a date for the marriage.” 


There sz Ss r ls - . . | ~ i 
Where a broadcaster has control in the Federal Communications | 9M¢-Shot Christmas 


over operating costs and program- 
ming costs, both of which are up, 


he said, he still can’t break even | tion 
income matches those | General appearances were post- | 


until the 


i 
} 
' 





| 
| 





J. R. Poppele 


President, Television Broadcasters 
Association 


detaiis 


“Moral Responsibility Cited || 
as Challenge to Television” 
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Channel Beefs 


Washington, July 13. 
Testimony on specific: proposals | 


channels was completed Friday (9) | 


A506 BUDGET 


WUT A OTART 


Chevrolet, whick has been in 
television up to its hubeaps for 
the last three years, will soon 


plunge into the medium up to its | 


roof. 


Group of 184 local Chevvy deal- 
ers within reach of N.Y. tele sta- 
tions’ transmitting signais have ai- 
ready allocated $450,000 to TV ad- 
vertising for the remainder of 
1948, sewing up among other 
things, rights to the N.Y. Yankees’ 
pro football games next fall. 
Chevvy parent company’s 1949 
budget is now being planned and 
its TV allocation may double the 
dealers’ figure. Auto company has 
signed to bankroll the Yanks’ 


, games for 1948.-’49 and ’50. 


Chief factors in the car com- 
pany’s greatly-expanded tele ac- 
tivity are its ad agency, Campbell- 
Ewald, and the agency’s tele vee- 
pee Winslow H. Case. In a re- 


| alignment of the agency last. week. 


prexy Fletcher Richards, who had 


| headed up C-E of New York, left 
| to start 


in business for himself. 
Formerly a subsidiary company, 
C-E of New York is now a branch 
of the parent C-E agency which 
headquarters in Detroit. As the 


| first step in its new pragram, the 


N.Y. outfit has set up shop in a 
suite of new offices devoted strict- 
ly to TV. Other media will be 
handled later as the N.Y. office ex- 
pands to other floors in the build- 
ing, but for the present the inter- 
est is centered almost exclusively 
in TV. 

Plans for investing that $450,000 
budget in addition to the Yankee 
football games, according to Case, 
include the sponsorship of 14 stake 
raees from various N. Y. tracks; 
dramatic series on the NBC-TV 
over WCBS-TV: #a half-hour 
east coast web, which will probably 
run each Monday night starting 
about Sept. 1 and for which at least 
half of the total budget budget has 
been earmarked weather spots on 
various N.Y. outlets, and a special 
Eve benefit 


eae . ee | , ivil hildren. 
Commission’s channel redicteting. | een Oe eee coe te ten WNBT 


and 


two factors. And income, he point- | poned until July 26-27. The future 


ed out. is in the hands of the ad- | hearing 


vertisers. Most clients now are in 
the process of setting up their ad 
budgets for the new season, so that 


a better guess on potential income | 


will be possible within the next) Ch 
. | missioners Rosel Hyde and George 
; Sterling sat 


60-90 days. 
Breakeven point 
Phillips said, is dependent on 
when advertisers think that tele 
will aid their sales. That means, 
he declared, that time charges 
must reach a point where they're 
profitable both to the advertiser 
and to the station. High rates in 
an area with comparatively few 


additionally, 


sets may be equitable to all con-| 
pc ye Be of FCC's allocation plan. 


| sented. 


cerned. For example, he said, a 
station such as WNHC-TV_ (Du- 
Mont affiliate in New Haven), may 


| 


as several companies are propos- 


|ing to present arguments for more 
| channels, 


higher frequency 
vision and directional antenna. 


Chairman Wayne Coy and Com- 


in the hearings last 
week while the attendance con- 
tinued to dwindle. Applicants 
presented their own regional prob- 
lems. 

The FCC Bar Assn and many of | 
the attorneys involved asked 
Chairman Coy for a later hearing 


/on the legality of the proceeding | 


charge comparatively high rates | 


because it’s the only station in the 


and to protest the basic principle 
Coy as- 


Attorneys say the FCC may be 
overstepping its powers in allo- 
cating channels throughout the | 


area. Advertiser is thus assured of country and not giving an individ- 
a virtual monopoly in viewers and | ual hearing to any proposal by an 
can count on a good sales impact 'applicant. The only appeal an ap- 
| plicant has is in a large rules meet- 


for all his commercial plugs. 
In competitive situations, such 
as N. Y., programming operations 


ing such as is now taking place, | 


| whereas the attorneys say they | 


of individual stations may have a | 


serious effect on other stations. 
Citing such costly shows as the 
“Texaco Star Theatre,” he de- 
clared that “we may be moving 
into a situation where the expense 
parade is led by one of two ad- 
vertisers. As a result, the viewer 
may be spoiled to the extent that 
he won't bother tuning into any- 
thing but high-budgeted shows 
and will bypass sustainers on other 
stations.” Phillips refuted that 
idea. however, declaring that show 
business. including tele, is not de- 
pendent on money but on enter- 
fainment quality, knowhow, imag- 


ination, etc. 


CBS STOPS ‘STOOP’ 

CBS pulled “Col. Stoopnagle’s 
Stoop,” a half-hour stanza, after a 
single performance. It got its 
single airing June 30. 

Arthur Moore was the producer 
and writer. 








would like to appear individually | 
before the Commission and be | 
heard in the same manner as with 
standard stations. Presentations 
of the findings of experts employed 
by the applicants should be heard | 
in detail and judged on their. 
merit, the lawyers contend. 


GE Mulls Duplicating 
ABC Quizzer on TV 


General Electric is considering 
sponsorship of simultaneous tele- 
cast of its radio quizzer, “What's | 








should prove interesting | 


| 
| 


| able. 


reallocation hearings. | (NBC, N.Y.) studios, where a party 


given the moppets, with top-name 
entertainers on hand, will be tele- 
vised. 
Yanks for DuMont 
Yankee games are to be aired 
over WABD (DuMont), which tele- 


| vised the games last year under 


sponsorship of Spring Mill Fabrics, 
Inc. Bill Slater will repeat as an- 
nouncer. All seven home. games 
will be picked up, with as many of 
the out-of-town games as are avail- 
Cost of the dramatic series 


‘is to be partially shared by dealers 


in other cities on NBC-TV, who 
are now forming local associations 
for their entry into tele. Under 
the agency’s guidance, meanwhile, 
the dealers are building a reserve 
fund for sponsorship of other spe- 


| cial events that may turn up. 


Chevvy’s resurgence of interest 
in tele, after lying comparatively 
low with sponsorship only of the 
Telenews Newsreel in eight cities 
for the last year, points up the ad- 
vantages in tele for auto manu- 
facturers. Ford has long been one 


(Continued on page 32) 


MARTIN GOSCH SELLS 
2 NEW TELE SHOWS 


Martin Gosch, whose “Tonight 
on Broadway” television series re- 
cently ended a run on CBS-TV, has 
sold two new video shows, one to 
Dumont and the other to CBS-TV. 
First is a comedy series to co-star 
Zero Mostel and Joey Faye, to 
start in about four weeks on WABT 
(Dumont). probably in a Sunday 
night spot. 

The other will be a dramatic se- 
ries with the radio school and 
drama workshop of the Neighbor- 





My Name?” Thursday nights 0M | hood School, N. Y. It will start in 
ABC. Increased talent cost would | aypust on CBS-TV. Both shows 


be relatively small for a show of | will be sustainers. 


that type. 
Understood the results of the. 


simultaneous AM-FM performance | Other televiel aie de 


of the “Breakfast Club” program is 
a factor in the bankroller’s inter- 


est. 
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F. M. FLYNN 


President of WPIX 
details his views on 


'| ‘Programming Trends 


of the Indie TV 


. eg ai 
Station 


| * * * 


an editorial feature in 


| VARIETY 8 


| 3d Annual Special 
‘| RADIO-TELEVISION 


PREVIEW 
Out This Month 


NBC's 6-Station 
Coast Telenet 


Hollywood, July 13. 

An NBC six-station Coast tele- 
vision network is in the offing, 
though many “ifs” and “buts” 
loom in the horizon, it was learned 
throubh Hal Bock, net’s Coast 
video director. 

Net’s Coast standard broadcast 
stations: KOMO in Seattle, Wash- 
ington; KMJ, Fresno Calif.. and 
KFSD, San Diego have applied to 
the FCC for tele licenses while 
affiliate in Portland, KGW, has 
been granted its construction per- 
mit. San Francisco TV _ station, 
KRON-TV, (SF Chronicle) has 
been inked by NBC as tele outlet 











papers have been signed with the 
stations which has applied for tele 
licenses, as they have not yet re- 
ceived the go ahead from the FCC, 
but there is nothing to stop them 
from nodding as they pass one an- 


other. With the inception of af- 
filiated stations in Portland, 
Seattle, Fresno and San Diego, 


NBC will have 35 owned, operated 
and affiliated video outlets. 

| With western and eastern chains 
operating, NBC will have a good 
| Start on nationwide network, which 
| according to Sid Strotz, NBC- v-p, 
‘is not likely before 1953. 








‘Howdy’ Snares Its Ist 
_ Sponsor, Polaroid; Tootsie 
Rolls Also Sweet on It 


“Howdy Doody,” hour-long pup- 
/pet show aired Tuesdays, Thurs- 
days and Saturdays on the NBC 
television network, snagged its first 
sponsor this week when the Polar- 
oid Co. pacted to bankroll a 15- 
minute segment of the show on 
Thursdays. Signing of Polaroid 
was the first indication that NBC 
is willing to break the program into 
individual segments for sale to par- 
ticipating sponsors. 

Despite the evident. slowness 
with which sponsors are being 
lined up for “Howdy,” the show 
may be slotted across-the-board on 
the NBC-TV web in the near fu- 
ture. Emcee Bob Smith, who also 


(Continued on page 32) 





‘TED COLLINS EYES 


SITE FOR TV STATION 


| Ted Collins, Kate Smith’s man- 
/ager and producer, is looking over 
_Dallas and Boston as possible sites 
| for a television station. 

| He hasn’t decided between the 
|two cities as yet. however, and has 
{no application before the Federa! 
/Communication Commission. It’s 
|understood he may not make a 
a until October or Novem- 
er. 

It’s his own project, with Miss 
Smith not figuring in it. Some 
months ago Collins was reportedly 
contemplating a venture in FM 
networking, but he’s apparently 
Shelved this plan. 








‘and net will operate its own 
KNBH here. 
Bock stated that though no'§ 
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A Paradox! A Broadway Turkey 
Becomes a TV Hit to Set New Vogue 


* Legit playwrights whose efforts 


flopped miserably on Broadway are 
finding both a _ reprieve from 
critics’ pannings and unexpected 
money in television. And while 
that money now doesn’t average 
more than $250 per performance 
for any play televised, it’s believed 
nassible that the day may come 
when a playwright may make more 
from TV than he now does from 
having his show produced on 
Broadway. 

Paradoxical situation of a poor 
Broadway play becoming a very 
good tele vehicle was first sighted 
by Owen Davis, Jr., NBC-TV’s pro- 
gram procurement director, and 
with a play written by his w.k. 
father. J. Walter Thompson ad 
agency’s tele department, seeking 
a show for the weekly “Kraft Tele- 
vision Theatre’ on the NBC-TV 
web, approached Davis, Sr., to buy 
his “No Way Out.” Admitting that 
the show had flopped on Bread- 
way, Davis didn’t want to see it re- 
vived and it took considerable per- 
suasion on the part of the JWT 
boys before ke consented to its 
being televised. 

Came the telecast, however, and 
to the playwright’s considerable 
surprise, the show received excel- 
lent viewer reaction. Many lookers 
wrote the network, praising it as 
one of the better plays to be pre- 
sented in the series. Davis, Jr., 
then realized that the same situa- 
tion had held true for several other 
shows which had died a quick 
death on Broadway, including such 
non-successes is “Dark Hammock,” 
penned by Mary Orr and Reginald 
Denham; “The Wind Is Ninety.” 
written by Capt. Ralph Nelson, and 
others. 

The Secret is Out 

Reason, according to the NBC, 

TV exec, is that playwrights, writ- 


ing for the stage, throw too much - 


extraneous material into a show in 
order to pad it out to a two-and- 
a-half-hour three-acter. Wordiness 
slows the pace, the show gets 
panned and flops. Because the 
average TV play never runs more 
than one hour, however, most of 
this extraneous material can be 
trimmed. This leaves only the most 
salient points in the work and, as 
a result. of the switch in media, 
the former Broadway flop becemes 
a TV click. 

Since tele demands only that a 
play should hold viewer interest for 
un hour, the renewed availability 
of many Broadway turkeys opens 
up an entire new field for TV prop- 
erties. According to Davis the sue- 
cessful adaptation of many Broad- 
way shows, including short-termers 
such as these, would tend to dis- 
prove the idea that a good TV 
show can only be one that’s writ- 
ten specifically for TV. Scanning 
the non-success as well as the 
Broadway clicks means the agen- 
cies and broadcasters have a much 
bigger job, bui, because so many 
more plays may be found for TV, 
the extra work is well worth the 
effort. 

Another advantage in the un- 
foreseen situation is that many of 
the plays in this so-called mediocre 
group were never sold to Holly- 
wood. Hence, according to Davis, 
it’s much easier to obtain tele 
rights to them. In the same way, 
he pointed out, broadcasters may 
find an unexplored field of story 
properties in the many novels that 
never made the bestseller lists. Too 
much verbiage, which might have 
limited sales on the book, can be 


trimmed out of the tele adaptation 


and, if the story has any merit, 
the broadcaster can come.up with 
a good show. 


DuMont’s N.Y.-to-Hub 


DuMont Network is building its 
own relay system on the way to 
Boston. The DuMont relay already 
extends to New Haven, Conn., 
where the web’s affiliate, WNHC, 
has been receiving program for 
several weeks. 

DuMont starts feeding programs 
to WNAC-TV, Boston, this Sunday 
(17), but over AT&T’s microwave 
relay. 
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For several years, Hooper co-incidental ratings have 

reflected popularity of programs among telephone 

homes in the major cities where all four networks have 

affiliated stations. Now, for the first time, the new 

U. S. Hooperatings measure the entire nation—tele- 

phone and nontelephone, urban and rural. 

~ When the entire nation is measured, NBC’s ieadership ; 

widens—the new U. S. Hooperatings give NBC 17 of 

the top 20 nighttime programs and all ten of the top 

ten daytime programs. 

Great as NBC’s lead is in 36 cities, it is even greater 

in 48 states. 

¢ . 

top 20 evening programs 

FIRST U. $. HOOPERATING SURVEY MADE JAN.-FEB., 1948 

1. Fibber McGee & Molly... 0. 0.0 c es ececcsedys NBC 

2.: Trath Or Companies. f0065 7 fies dae ean NBC 

3. Cherise: BEOCAMDG ooo S34 ina aes See Sew ERED NBC 

S,: SOG. koe cs cyan s sae baaae nat bee NBC 

Gu Ue es on oe nvkneges tube emanbals teaees NBC 

G; Hidisd Theatre <6. ik cpmacwntokessucess tea ewes 

7. Bob Hope... ......cseeeseececececcesevees NBC 

BO; Aeon A AMGY oss 6:0 Gog 80 ode oe eR abe eee NBC \ 

9, Your Sit Parade. s:ci-gnici8s6k oa eeseee tions NBC od 
10. Bandwagon... 0.2.6 +e eee e eee eee eee ees NBC 
Ry RAE TUMNL so 6.4 oo Babe cake 5s 6407+ Sadan eee NBC 
BD; Aldrich: Fagathy «5 gids s 0 wanes OE Eee NBC 
33. Bern: Ge: Albeie s i gsc 05 vo ewtios « FUSE ees NBC 
36 ed Miceltnths 6. is ks £ i080} tp CoKd es RE NBC 
15." Mer, District Aorney i. o'5.< cis os ove wek s bed Horm NBC 
16. Godfrey’s Talent Scouts. .......+eeeeceeeccocece 

“17. Fannie Bric... cece eee eee eee eee eee eee eens 
18. Date Wath Judy... i. ccc ccccecesteccvioves NBC 
19, Duffy’s Tavern. ......ccccccccecscccccceves NBC 
DO, “ols Hawk... s.c's' unsccdcccasessccnss ewpeus NBC 
4 e ae 
top 10 daytime programs 

FIRST U.S. HOOPERATING SURVEY MADE JAN.-FEB., 1948 , fei 

1. Right To Happiness... .-- 06. eee rece eee Ry ae NBC 

2. Backstage Wife... .....eeeeeeeescccccccens NBC 

BD: Masta Thallas. . os ho ccs e che deed bones cscches NBC 

A Wise’ A Giek Marries’: «ooo ES Sa 88 NBC 

aS idl Darts LA80, 3S 6 i544 oe hand ha nh eee Stee NBC 

6. Young Widder Brown... ..----.eee eee eeeeee NBC 

Pn Dah te... nk ace cnn vaeennneerti team NBC 

© T acetn Lanes s os i200nenee rake eer cki str NBC 

9. Pepper Young’s Family. ......--eeeeeeeeeees NBC 
a ea i A Re ee ... NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY 
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30 
| MOREY AMSTERDA 
MY FAVORITE HUSBAND RADIO X ( . M SHOW 
With j een. tiny Miller (The Last Chance”) With Lucille Ball, Lee Bowman, With Grover A. Whalen, Mayor F.| With Shirley Mitchell, Charles 
Writers: ‘ormen. Alexander, Ben| With Cary Grant, Paul Frees, Shep-| Hal March, Veola — ~~ “= | H. = a others; announc- be eg ae ee 
: ; ha » Scott, Wilbur Hatch) er Jack Farre , Art Car- 
Perry pard Menkin, Hermand Wald-  vello, Janey > ‘oan ‘siencter: George Wallach oa Ginn Doeets .. 
, i man, Maxine Marx, Fred Camp-| orch wae. | Producer-director: , y ell, ank 
ay mg a a a bell, John T. Smith, Daws Butler, Writers: Frank Fox, William Writer: David Karp ( shot) Sylvern Orch | . 
PHILIP MORRIS Berry Kroeger, Stanley Farrar; | Davenport 80 Mins.; Thurs., 8 p.m. (one Writers: Sid Zelinka, Louis Melt- 
NBC, from New York Lud Gluskin, conductor; Lucien Director: Gordon Hughes Sustaining " zer ; 
, (Biow) Moroweck, arranger; Frank Mar- 30 Mins.; Mon. (15), 9 p.m. ee Ae # wegseeeeDineehae: Irving Mans- 
s summer sub for the Dinah tin, announcer | Sustaining With New York's municipally- : 
PR el pone James show, program | Writer: Larry Marcus | CBS, from Hollywood ‘owned station WNYC moving into | - bys wens Sat., 9 p.m. 
braintrusters for the Philip Morris | Producer-Director: Anton Leader | CRS has come up with the its 25th year last Thurs. (8), the | Sust — iii aie 
| / Ws 


account have cooked up a situa- 
tion comedy series with crooner 
Mel Torme as filling and icing. 
Recipe for this show calls for a 


| AUTO-LITE 


30 Mins.: Thurs., 9 p.m. 


' CBS, from Hollywood 


fast mix of familiar boy-and-girl | 


gags and some _ vocalizing 
Torme. The singing is far and 
away superior to the gagging, but. 
unfortunately, there’s lots more of 
the latter than the former on this 
show. 
too close to their files with the 
result that the comedy has a 
routinely mechanical quality. The 
elastic in the ners is spent 
It’s doubtful whether this show 
could survive in the more competi- 
tive fall atmosphere. 


eman 
oascarrer 


by 


The scripters are sticking | 


(Newell-Eminett ) 


The Auto-Lite sponsorship of novel-mag series, with Lucille Ball | jogical cavaleade were 


‘sleeper of the summer semester. | outlet 
‘Booked in for a one-shot filler on | telescope the history of the preced- 


Favorite Husband,” 


: r 5. “My 
tnd Cugat” 


based on the “Mr. & Mfs. 


ambitiously attempted to 


|ing years into an 80-minute docu- 
'mentary. Highlights of the chrono- 


“Suspense” merges an advertiser | and Lee Bowman in the lead roles, | excerpts of several of F. D. R.’s 
and a program that had bumpy ca- pit the situation comedy jackpot | freside chats and a number of the 


reers last season. The ignition sup-;| with such satisfactory results that | jate Mayor F. H. LaGuardia’s talks 
ply firm had its troubles bankroll-' jt gets a permanent network berth | to the public. 


ing a Dick Haymes show against 
the Al Jolson-Kraft stanza-and the 
rest of the Thursday night lineup | 
on NBC. And “Suspense” had its 
misadventures in shifting to full- 


!hour format. becoming a regular 


and having its original producer, | achieve and probably can_ be at-| station’s milestones and to further 


vehicle for Robert Montgomery | 


| William Spier, succeeded by Anton | 


starting July 29. 


. io (Or \¢ j stalgic intere ; 
In terms of summer radio (charged with eager oy eee a ‘have found the proper formula to 
the listener, the cold statistics as | aecentuate 


related by several narrators proved | yourself-go brand of zanyism that’s 


vear-round radio for that matter) 
here is adult, smart seripting that | 
never attempts to play down to its; 
audience and is always in good | 
taste. That’s a tough parlay to} 


tributed to the Frank Fox-William | 


recorded | 


CBS can pretty near stand pat 
/on this one. In projecting Morey 
/ Amsterdam with a coast-to-coast 
showcase, the network has come up 
| with one of the more promising 
among the fresh talents in the 
'radio comedy field. In the “Morey 


| Amsterdam Show” which preemed 
| Saturday night 


(10) in the 9 ito 


While portions of the airer were | 9.09 p.m. segment, CBS seems to 


rather dull. Format had a group of | 
voices shout the individual years 
in unison,.a narrator recalled the 


point up bygone incidents inter- 


the. uninhibited, let- 
peculiarly Amsterdam’s own. 

Long familiar to New York 
listeners via his WHN ecross-the- 
board show, and his Sixth avenue 
nitery, Amsterdam, with a fairly 


. . ma x - | are | " ‘ 

i But Torme gives the impression | Leader. ‘Davenport team-up on the writing | mittent — recordings of notable ; . 
; _—- — > 4 a . - icac (% aaa - < . oa + ‘ > 7 = 
that he could grow inio a comedy-; The present setup promises ‘a on4q Fox and Davenport are on a! events were spliced into the pro- good assist on the CBS script-pro 


singing personality under proper 
handling. He’s a credible sopho- 
more type equipped with a pleas- 
ant speaking voice and 
quate sense of timing. 


an ade-| 
Besides, | 


somewhat better situation 
everyone concerned. The show it- 
self is back to half-hour length, 
which seems best for a trick-for- 
mula series of this sort. It has a; 


for | summer sabbatical from the “Ozzie | gram. 


and Harriet” program, which 
means they check off the new CBS | 
sustainer when Ozzie returns in the | 
fall. That’s when the real test for 





WNYC’'s 1924 inaugural was 
flashbacked with a short recording | 
of the opening day’s fanfare. 


duction end, has sharpened (and 
cleaned up) his routine for maxi- 
mum comedy values, suggesting 
that the web’s months of prepara- 
tion in adapting an Amsterdam 


Torme’s stylized vocalizing can| policy of using various stars, there-| “Favorite Husband” will come. |Grover Whalen handled the two- |formula for the bigtime kilocyeles 
carry a show single-handedly if| by permitting greater story eet - the “Cugat” |hour function, while guests were | may pay off, even in the fall-winter 
ro “thi when every| As it shapes up now, the “Cugat” | John Boles, Vincent Lopez, the | sweepstakes competition. 


necessary. In this show, he’s 


bility than possible 
script must suit the same star (al- 


adaptation is slick radio that han- | 


Happiness Boys as well as other 


From here on in, of course, a 


spreading three numbers over the ; ~- fe 3 . inane ta oo jess | . o | 
inst Os oan though a single star in the same, | dles the ego os wg | pioneer radio names. With this out) jot will depend on the show's 
Preem stanza (6) opened on a/continuing characterization may Manner, when not ¢ a - ove. | Of the way, a narrator reviewed the |scripters, and on the basis of last 
tend to build a following). Finally, | to-the Ozzie pattern, that's re station’s accomp!ishments, includ-| Saturday night's initialer, Sid 


college campus with Torme play- 
ing a not-too-smart student soda 
jerk in the local drug store where 
the usual college characters con- 
gregate. There’s a_ smart-aleck 
sidekick who’s continually outfox- 


ing him, a dumbdora gal in the) 


throes of an unrequited love for 
Torme, and a cantankerous boss. 


in Leader it has a producer-direc- |"! . . : ae 
¢ comedies in legit and the early | norting of the 1929 stock market 


lerash, its opera matinee and other 


tor of demonstrated ability. As for | 
Auto-Lite, it seemingly has better 


variety competition on NBC with a 
dramatic thriller series than with | 
a musical program. Finally, this is 


iscent of the better drawing room | 


Capra pix. That’s sock for radio— 
| prospects of bucking the comedy- | but they achieved it on the July 9] “public service” features. 


broadcast. 
Cast was excellent right down 
the line, with Miss Ball, Bowman 


|another CBS sale of its own pro-|¢who goes off after the one-shot), 


Hal March, Veola Vonn and Jay 


| the back, it was considerably amus- 
jing to hear the recorded voice of 


ing the Masterwork Hour, its re- 


In view of the foregoing pats on 


LaGuardia, who commented at a 


Zelinka and Louis Meltzer seem, 
save for a few hard-to-take mo- 
ments, to have hit the proper 
tempo. Show is practically a 
stooge’s delight, and with such 
capable supporting performers as 
Shirley Mitchell, Charles Irving, 
Millard Mitchell, Betty Garde, et 
al.. in and out of the hali-hour 


Within this triply warmed-over | duction to a client. : i y , he | mew transmitter dedication in 1937, 
setting, the scripters found it utter-| The premiere of the series, last| Novello playing with just the/ that his administration had “found | frolic, the yok payoff is consider- 
ly impossible to be original. The| Thursday night (8), offered Cary | proper restraint. Rose. | it (WNYC) in a dilapidated condi- | ably heightened. 


lines and situations are saturated 
with that “this-is-where-I came-in” 
tired feeling. 

Plugs for the tobacco product 
are triphammered a'ong a slogan- 
ized groove of non-logical content 
but psychological a 

ern. 


BALLET TIME 

With Reed Severin, Maya Deren 
Producer-director-writer: Severin 
55 Mins. Sat., 5 p.m. 

WNYC, N. Y. 

“Ballet Time” is a new summer 
series discussing “‘music for the 
dance.” The show admittedly is 
an interesting idea. However, the 
inaugural program by no means 
can be termed representative of 
the whole series—or at least let’s 
hope it isn’t. Opening shot con- 
fined itself exclusively to religious 


Grant in Larry Marcus’ adapta-| 
tion of a Lou Lusty -skin-tingler 
titled “The Last Chance.” A yarn 
about a crooked gambler tracked 
down by the unseen, relentless 
brother of one of his victims, the | 
piece was a first-person narrative- 
into-flashbacks, with a phone con- 
versation to set the climax and | 
terse, eloquent sound effects for | 
the grisly payoff. It was artfully | 
scripted (with only a couple of tiny | 
holes), skillfully produced and per- | 
suasively played. Grant was excel- 
lent in the long part of the harried | 
prey, while Stanley Farrar, Shep- | 
pard Menkin and Fred Campbell 
were effective in supporting parts. | 


The Auto-Lite commercial pat. 





tern was unusual for a dramatic 
show. There was an epening plug 
in the form of a dramatized com- | 


THERE’S ALWAYS A WOMAN 

With Pat O’Malley, narrator; Cath- 
leen Cordell, Jim Beles, John 
Larkin, Ruth York, Rosemary 
Rice; Sylvan Levin and orch 

Writer: John Haggart 

Director: Martin Magner 

Producer: Wynn Wright 


'30 Mins.; Fri., 8 p.m. 


Sustaining 
Mutual, from New York 

This series of half-hour drama- 
tizations is aired “in cooperation 
with” Personal Romances magazine 
and comes off as a not very success- 
ful attempt to highstyle material of 
soap-opera caliber. Pat O’Malley 
serves as regular narrator, with a 
different cast each week. 


Last week's (9) episode started 


mercial (father, mother and son at | off promisingly, with the premise 
a service station and listening to!|that “when a man marries again, 


tion both physically and morally.” 
At any rate the colorful LaG per- 
sonally did much to advance the 
station’s listenership. For through 
his frequent talks to the people in 
subsequent years, he was WNYC. 

Otherwise the cavalcade noted 
that the station had pioneered with 
its talking book for the blind, its | 
broadcasts of city council meetings, | 
stressed that it had _ originated | 
more than 600 programs from the | 
N. Y. World’s Fair, recounted its | 
wartime activities and United Na- | 
tions coverage. Nor did the script | 
overlook mention of WNYC’s Pea- 
body, Varrery and Ohio State 
awards for individual program ex- 
cellence. 

For the finale, Seymour Siegel, 
station director, paid tribute to 
other New York outlets for their 
felicitations and expressed confi- 








| 





In addition there’s a proper 
stress on variety, with Ginny 
Powell as the featured vocalist and 
Hank Sylvern’s orch going around 
twice for an effective break-in on 
the continuity. 

Irving Mansfield direction and 
overall production maintained 
good pacing. Rose. 


PERSONAL AUTOGRAPH 

With Jim Ameche, Dinning Sisters 
(3), Rex Maupin’s orch: Helen 
Humes and the Sportsmen (4), 
guests; Herb Newcomb, = an- 
nouncer 

Writer: Leonard Knopf 

Producer - director: Hunter Rey- 
nolds 

30 Mins.; Sun., 4 p.m. (CDT) 

Sustaining 

ABC, from Chicago 
Show heard had the Dinning 


and secular music of Haiti. dence that the coming year would |a@ Musical with double guest spots 


the broadcast on their car radio),| its because he adored his first 


ad 


peer 


gt ai i a pM yn is lr MS oR Os ell Patti, ttle th, ja mest 


















These weird strains were record- 
ed on the spot last spring by Maya 
Deren, who was on hand Saturday 
(10) to make a lucid explanation 
of the noises. Other commentary 
was supplied by Reed Severin, con- 
ductor of the show, and former 
critic for Dance Magazine. Haitian 
music is chiefly interpreted by 
drums, and while the bulk of it 
may be very “exciting” to Severin 
the average listener is more apt 
to be impressed with its monotony. 

Some of the recorded samples 
stretch ovt inordinately long and 
it’s doubtful whether any but the 
faithful would be able to endure 


the tom-tom effects for a full 55 WORKERS FOR WORLD 


minutes which this stanza runs. 
A little of this Haitian hotcha goes 
a long way. Meanwhile. according 
to Severin, throughout the summer 
various ufiusual novelties will be 
offered covering all fields of dance 


’ s ; é weeks, ma m ; x i : 
re oe ME reed SS illustrate the immediate need for confined, Coenen Ege sed ant WNBC, N.Y. per engl x nothing to ae , | 
nection with the topic at hand. concerted action to organize popu- | romantic yarns of the cooperating (Kudner) so you think you have |! 


Gilb. 





CBC SUMMER MUSICAL 

With Howard Cable and orch, Gi- 
selle, Bernard Johnsen, guest 
star; John Rae, announcer 


Producer: Jackie Rae Writer and producer is Thomas memorial to George Gershwin, | Would prefer having the signature 
30 Mins.; Thurs., 9:30 p.m. E. O'Connell. Production-wise, the | F+++sssseseeesessesesses? | Wevoted entirely to selections by On a check. Baxt. 
CBC from Toronto series “Sound And The Fury” is | : . the late composer. Overall produc- a ppenegens ment 74 

_In a program keyed for summer | good with the sound effects and, , Beatrice Lillie, guesting Thurs-'tion was firstrate. And it was| MAN ABOUT MANHATTAN 
listening, Canadian Broadcasting | musical bridges tying in neatly, | @ay night (8) on the U. S. Army’s | Particularly pleasant to listen to a | With Wayne Howell 


Corp. is presenting a _ half-hour 
show from Toronto wwhich does 
better than just fill in time. Ty- 
ing show together is some smooth 
continuity delivered neatly by an- 
nouncer John Rae. Howard Cable, 
who has done well in the com- 
mercial field, handles the music. 

On show caught Cable presented 
an original number composed and 
arranged by himself, “Ritual Camp- 
Fire Dance.” Number deserves 
more listening. Other numbers ar- 
ranged by Cable included “Mid- 
night In Paris” and “Why Shouldn't 
1?” in which he was able to inject 
much ‘schmaltz. 

Thrush on show is Giselle, who 
has a pleasant enough voice. Best 
of her numbers was her “Grand- 
father’s Clock.” A duet with gues- 
tar baritone Bernard Johnson was 








a sponsor-identification cut-in at 
approximately 10 minutes, and an- | 
other major dramatized plug at the | 
close, with a sign-off jingle. It was | 
good 
and program, though the drama- 
tized idea may quickly wear out, if | 
continued. Hobe. 


THE SOUND AND THE FURY 


With Joe Mulvihill, narrator; Jesse further and further from the plau-| have been through employment of 


Firs, Genevieve Weaver, Clar- 
ence Kavanaugh, Vi Kavanauch, 
Robert Bennett, John Rose, Al 
Henderson, Lawsen Deming 
Writer-Producer: Tom O'Connell 
30 mins.; Mon., 7:30 p.m. 


Ivy’ “ 
WTAM, Cleveland 

Through a joint endeavor of. 
radio, a civic organization, and | 
AFRA, WTAM is presenting a/| 
series of eight programs aimed to. 


lar opinion against war. 

The “Workers For World Secur- 
ity’ foots the talent fee, the station 
gives the time and participating 
AFRA players yield slightly finan- 
cially to put the entire venture 
across. 





Joe Mulvihill, as narrator, does 
an accreditable job. In the chapter, 
“The People ... Yes,” Karamu 
players Jesse Firs, as Gabriel 
Jones, and Genevive Weaver, as 
Mary, are outstanding. Clarence 
Kavanaugh, Vi Kavanaugh, Lawson 
Deming, Al Henderson and Robert 
Beanett handle their roles with 
proper quality and dexterity. 

In pressing for his desired effect 
to show the need to outlaw a future 
war that may eventually create a 
super-state, O’Connell writes with 
too subtle a pen. Hence, in adapt- 
ing “The People... Yes” for 
radio, the final effect is that of a 
radioshow well done; a “Buck 
Rogers” yarn that entertains for 
30 a fades into the past. 

The writing and handling of the 
show become so subtle that it | 





wife.” It was a “Rebecca” sort of 
thing, in which a second wife found 
herself fighting a losing battle 
against the ghost of a “perfect” 


integration of commercial | first wife and mother, kept alive | time segment. His script, however 


in spirit mainly by her adoring 
teenage daughter. As the story 


| was unfolded, by a generally com- been made was in the script’s pre- 


petent cast under at least adequate 
direction, the developments strayed 


sible. The daughter showed up 
with a fiance who had been the 
second wife’s lover in Honolulu: 
the daughter tried to push her 
stepmother into the river where 
her own mother drowned, and the 


SECUR- | second wife ran off with her step- | SERENADE TO AMERICA 


daughter’s fiance, leaving her un- 


happy husband with the advice to) 


cure- his “sick” daughter. 
Other sequences in this series, 
which has been on for several 


mag, the stanza can only hope to 
lure that segment of escapists who 
buy this type of reading. Doan. 


SPF FF 4444 6049444049046464" 


Follow-up Comment 


“Roll Call” program on NBC from 
New York, did a virtual one-woman 
show, despite inferior material. 
Herb Shriner also appeared on the 
stanza for a standard comedy 
monolog, but otherwise the English 
comedienne had to carry the broad- 
cast, with on Meredith, per- 
manent m.c. of the series, playing 
straight man and a girl named 
Hildy Palmer having a few lines 
as Miss Lillie’s maid. According to 
the network boys, this was to have 
begun the regular format of the 
series, a special pattern having 
been used for the previous week's 
appearance of Irving Berlin and 
Marlene Dietrich. However, it’s dif- 


ficult to figure how other guests’ 


could adjust to such a formula, 
since even the accomplished Brit- 
isher failed to make it integrated 


result in greater growth for radio. | 

Writer David Karp was up) 
/against a tough task in trying to| 
compress so much into a limited | 





handled the situation well enough. 
|Where improvement could have | 
sentation. One way of overcoming | 
‘the monotonous narration would 


»short musical bridges with themes 
/adapted to the mood of the inci- 
dent about to be touched upon. 
Gilb. 


| 
| = 


| With Ted Dale and orch; Kay 
Armen, guest soloist: Ray Mor- 

| gan, announcer 

| Writer-Producer: Clay Daniel 

30 Mins.; Thurs.7:30 p.m. 

BENSON & HEDGES 


WNBC staffer Clay Daniel mixes 
waxed music and live announce- 
ments, and turns out a quality 
production for Benson & Hedges’ 
Parliament cigarets. The caught 
sequence last Thursday (8) was a 


pe > na free of bursts of 
Studio audience applause f i 

every number and intro. on 

Daniel uses some sort of studi 
device to achieve liveness ; poser 
ing the disks, for Ted Dale’s neatly 
contrived _orchestrations came 
through with the clarity and full- 
ness of a live pickup. Kay Armen 
exhibited nice control, range and 
enunciation in piping such faves as 
Summertime,” “They Can’t Take 
That Away from Me.” and “The 
Man I Love.” Orch’s contributions 
ig — Bh vine Up the Band” 
selections from “ 
ay. Porgy and 


Ray Morgan’s plugs for Parlia- 
ments are only slightly ineretiat- 
ing, but the copy is a bit long- 
winded and somewhat overzealous 


—as when smoking these cigs is 








‘good effect throughout. 


; ards. 
'a calypso and a pop. 


and a “Pen-and-Inkling” writein 
to vary the mixture as before. As 
a warm weather offering it’s okay. 

Show heard (4) had the Dinning 
Sisters demonstrating their flair 
for chime without passion, while 
Jim Ameche linked numbers to- 
gether with dialog that waxed spry 
without getting cute. Orch backed 
well, shimmering the strings to 
Standout 
in the guest spot was Helen Humes, 


|sepia songstress who rode the rhy- 


thm in good style via two stand- 
The Sportsmen were okay in 


“Pen-and-Inkling” contest offers 
10 albums to listeners who identify 
a vocalist heard via platter and 
send the “best” statement as to 
why the vocalist should trill on 
“Personal Autograph.” Vocalist 
to be identified at this session was 
obviously Peggy Lee, but the an- 


Idea behind the title is that 
guests sign musical John Hancocks 
in the listeners’ precious little non- 
existent autograph beok. Judging 
from the present popularity of 
giveaway shows, most listeners 


10 Mins.; Mon. thru Fri., 6:35 p.m. 
WNBC, N. Y. 

This is a hybrid disk jockey show 
jammed into an open 10-minute 
spot for local airing on WNBC. 
Wayne Howell fills this session with 
a combination of light chatter and 
pop tunes serving to illustrate oc- 
casional gags. Sometimes the light 
chatter becomes a bit heavy-hand- 
ed but, on the whole,-Howell main- 
tains a breezy pace. This spot will 
undoubtedly improve as Howell 
eases up on the straining for laughs. 

On the kickoff show (12), Howell 
dropped such uncasual comments 
as “Senator Pepper threw some 
salt into the Democratic wounds, 
then stopped to apologize for the 
bad pun. Some of the sound ef- 
fects backgrounding his gab also 
were corny. But Howell has a lika- 


pleasing, as well as Johnson’s own | floats over the heads of the bulk | entertainment. Using the fact that : pr ble personality, nonetheless, and 
numbers, Allen. jof the listeners. * Mark. (Continued on page 48) eon = lite.” of the supreme | ~ _ musical gs ng 
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Wednesday, July 14, 1948 


CONVENTION NEWS 





H'wood Makeup Pretties Politicos 


Philadelphia, July 13. 


WFIL-TV pulled a smart bit of exploitation by importing a top 
Hollywood makeup specialist to do the faces of Democratic party 
big shots before they go under the television lights. Station brought 
in Hal King, director of Max Factor’s makeup department, to re- 
pair the ravages of time and smoke-filled rooms by prettying up 
the Democrats about to be telecast. 


Prior to making appearances before the Convention hall audi- 
ence and the additional millions on video, party officials can receive 
preliminary makeup and camera tests in the special WFIL-TV stu- 
dios set up for the purpose in the Bellevue-Stratford hotel. 

Idea for makeup tests stemmed from observations made during 
the GOP telecasts, when that party’s key figures in many cases 
showed to distinct disadvantage due to the harsh lighting. 


WFIL-TV equipped a studio in 


the Bellevue and all Democratic 


leaders have bee invited to discover exactly what type makeup 


is best suited to their individual facial characteristics. 


Men and 


women getting the tests will appear under the lights and before the 
TV cameras in one room, with their images to be projected in an 
adjoining room, there to be viewed by party associates and specially 


prepared TV monitors. 


In addition, WFIL-TV will have staffers on hand to coach the 
politicos and oviffer advice on the most effective video techniques. 
Tests are offered as a special service and won't be telecast. 

Network-wise, biggest splash is being made by NBC-TV, which 
has imported its staff makeup artist, Dick Smith. As a matter of 
fact, with pre-convention news dull and deadly, Smith’s presence 
here was a blessing for the NBC video staff, which made hay with 
a Saturday (10) show on TV makeup. With Peter Roberts handling 
the commentary chore, Smith did a 15-minute show with models 
and on Bob Stanton, showing proper makeup for TV. Though this 
was the first departure from the straight and narrow for web 
convention coverage, there is likely to be a lot more of the same 
unless the news comes out of its current doldrums. 

Other nets report similar consciousness of the importance of 


helping nature in front of the tele cameras. 


ABC’s Pauline Fred- 


erick is offering her interview subjects the benefit of a special 
Elizabeth Arden makeup kit, being tried out here for video. 








Memos on the Demos 








By FLORENCE LOWE 


Philadelphia, July 13. 

Life-NBC plans to use a kine- 
scope recording of the Dewey- 
Warren acceptance speeches imme- 
diately after the Democratic Pres- 
idential and Vice Presidential ac- 
ceptances are televised, tieing it 
all into one complete story... Mar- 
garet Arlen, CBS commentator, 
couldn’t get a cab to her hotel 
when she arrived in Philadelphia 
at the height of the preconvention 
rush. So, when she heard the lucky 
occupant of a hack direct the 
driver to the same hotel she was 
headed for, she asked him if she 
could hitch a ride. He was willing 
—and she and some of her net co- 
workers climbed into the back seat 
with James Caesar Petrillo. Just 
what part the AFM boss is taking 
in the Demo proceedings isn’t 
known, but he’s around... Edward 
Arnold copped a seat of honor on 
the speakers’ platform during Sen. 
Alben Barkley’s keynote speech 
Monday night. The “Mr. Presi- 
dent” of ABC, who was a spectator 
at the GOP meet also, says he’s an 
impartial observer...More net 
brass in on opening day, including 
NBC’s Charles Denny and CBS’ 
Earl Gammons and Frank Stanton 
... Ike and Leon Levy, local CBS 
biggies, competed with Conven- 
tion Hall doings Monday night by 
throwing a party in connection with 
the Ike Williams-Beau Jack bout 
...Drucie Snyder, Secretary of 
Treasury’s offspring, who has her 
own radio show back home in 
Washington, being televised all 
over the place. Monday, when 
the power failed at the Bellevue- 
Stratford, Miss Snyder climbed six 
flights of stairs to keep her date 
on DuMont...DuMont, incident- 
ally, didn’t bother moving its tons 
of tele equipment into Convention 
Hall this time. They've set up a 
remote control system, with wire 
strung from the mobile unit arked 
outside the hall to the studio in- 
side. Much cheaper, they say, and 
just as good. ..The indies, though 
far from feeling they have an ideal 
setup admit they have a better 
technical break current session 
with more of them on the platform 
...Warner’s KFWB again operat- 
ing very actively and efficiently 
with Clete Roberts and N. Lewin 
...Latter team broadcast the de- 
parture of James Roosevelt from 
L. A., hopped a plane and picked 
him up again as he arrived in 
Philly by train.. John Cameron 
Swazy, NBC newscaster, climbed 
into what he thought was a com- 
pany car, so it was quite a shock 
when the chauffeur asked, “Is the 
Senator coming too?” Seems he 
picked a good one—vice presiden- 
tial hopeful Sen. Alben Barkley’s 
car. 

With the prospects for the circus 
atmosphere and general current of 
excitement on which tele capital- 
ised in the GOP meet practically 
nil at the current Democratic Con- 





vention, web video producers spent 
most of the time before the Mon- 
day gavel thinking up gimmicks 
and planning for more personality 
telecasts...Concrete step in this 


direction made by ABC, which in- | 


creased number of mobile units 
from two to five, in an effort to 
dig for color and news items .. 


One mobile unit, earmarked for | 


WENR-TV in Chicago, was nabbed 
by the net’s convention staff for 
use here before being shipped west 
...ABC doing a lobby pickup at 
Bellevue-Stratford, National Dem- 
ocratic hdgqs. . .Ed Chester, recently 
transferred from CBS shortwave 
and Latin America, being broken in 
here in his new role of director of 
news and especial events for TV... 
Margaret Arlen, looking around 
for a good spot for her femme in- 
terviews, nabbed the hotel florist 
shop on its Sunday off, after CBS 
engineers pronounced it acousti- 
cally perfect...General lack of 
interest in the current convention, 
contrasted with the big doings 
fortnight ago, has resulted in less 
network brass on hand.. .Margaret 
Arlen, WCBS commentator, com- 
muting to N. Y. daily this time. 
In her pre-convention week end 
here, la Arlen chalked up inter- 
views with Jim Farley, James 
Roosevelt, Helen Gahagan Douglas 
and Mrs. Emma Guffey Miller, of- 
ficial convention hostess . . . Life- 


NBC’s famed “Room 22,” outfit’s | 


convention Hall studio, boasting 
silver paint on the ceiling, which 
was added for extra reflected light 
_..Another new wrinkle in the 
Life-NBC bailiwick are five moni- 
tor sets to watch the competition 

. Ben Grauer, NBC newscaster, 
got a new seersucker suit, if noth- 
ing else, from his GOP tele stint. 
A friend, who thought he looked 
rumpled around the edges during 
his telecasts, got his measurements 
and sent him the new suit for use 
this time. . NBC, with a combined 
AM-TV staff of 200, stole a march 
on the other webs by teeing off on 
Wednesday (8), and did’ 10 video 
and 16 radio pre-convention shows 
_..ABC chalked up a first when 
Ted Malone nabbed James Farley 





Willard E. Walbridge 
(Sales Manager, WWJ-TV, Detroit) 
writes on 
Other Important 
Factors Than Sales in 


TV’s Payoff to Sponsor 


an editorial feature in 
VARIETY $ 
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| for “Democrats in the Lobby,” 
| net's simultaneous AM and TV 
/show, and debuted the Demmie 
leader on tele...Paul Mowrey, 
|ABC national director for tele, is 
‘responsible for addition of a news 
editor assigned to the pool to keep 
video announcers informed of 
'political developments outside Con- 
/vention Hall...As result of re- 
‘search during the GOP confab, 
CBS has assigned three newsmen, 
Ed Murrow, Quincy Howe and 
Doug Edwards, exclusively to tele- 
Vision, because poll showed audi- 
ence found fast change of faces 
confusing...Charles Collingwood, 
CBS West Coast correspondent 
who headquarters at KNX, L. A., 
brought his frau, Louise Albritton, 
east this trip. 


Tele Gawkey Kid 


Continued from page 1 














‘sense. There’s no question about 
this being professional. 
Round-Robin First Time 

| Yesterday (Mon.), first day of 
the Democratic Convention, 
‘marked the most intensive series 
of tele broadcasts in the history of 
video by NBC, according to its 
\claim. For the first time a round- 
'robin telecast—originating in New 
‘York, Philadelphia and Washing- 
,ton—was held. High ranking Dem- 
ocrats went over the co-ax in all 
‘three cities. Total of 17 video 
|cameras was used in the three 
|cities, including those employed in 
‘the tele pool shows at Convention 
Hall. All NBC non-pool shows were 
handled in cooperation with Life, 
same as during the Republican 
| Convention. 


One show was a direct pickup 
from inside the White House. This 
,was held up for about 10 minutes 
;due to a blowout of power in the 
| Bellevue-Stratford which faded the 
cameras and backed up the pro- 
| gramming. 

Following the long day of ses- 
sions, NBC took its tele camera 
into the Hotel Barclay where Mrs. 
{Pearl Mesta, noted Washington 
|hostess, was throwing a big party 
‘for politicos. 

| CBS is doing eight big special 
shows for the Democratic Conven-* 
tion, half of what they did at the 
|Republican meeting. The net fig- 
ures no more than one for the 
| Wallace Convention. CBS has de- 
iveloped one unique gimmick. It 
‘has turned all its TV commentary 
over to only three men—Ed Mur- 
row, Quincey Howe and Doug Ed- 
wards. The net made a survey 
which showed that the public 
didn’t care for frequent changes 
in commentators. 

DuMont has been operating 
with its straight, comprehensive 
coverage, which includes a mobile 
unit at Convention Hall and the 
studio at the Bellevue. When the 
power blew out at the Bellevue 
yesterday the net was just wind- 
ing up an interview with Sen. Carl 
Hatch, of New Mexico. 


ABC’s 756 Added Nick 


ABC expects its commercial pro- 
igram rebates to cost the web 
nearly $50,000 more during the 
‘current Demo convention than they 
‘did for the GOP powwow. 

| Reason is that the net found de- 
‘layed regional playbacks of con- 
vention sessions, interspersed with 
live pickups, during the Republi- 
can confab resulted in confusion 
for listeners. This time all con- 
vention pickups are going through 
live. 

| Cancellations during the GOP 
‘meet ran to approximately $27,000. 
‘The nick in billings for the Demo 
coverage is expected to be close to 
$75,000. 











Man With 3 Ears 


Philadelphia, July 13. 


Martin Hoade,_ directing 
| NBC’s kinescope recordings at 
| the Democratic. convention 
here this week, practically had 
to grow himself another ear to 
handle his job. 

Hoade walks around the 
flocr of Convention Hall with 
three earphones on his head. 
Since he has the usual quota 
of only two ears, he’s forced 
| to switch them continually 
| back and forth. One of the 
phones is a direct wire to NBC 
headquarters in N. Y., another 
runs to the NBC control booth 
in the hall and the third goes 
to NBC’s “Room 22” in the 
hall, where the web conducts 
| its TV interviews. 





| 





Nets Won't Do So Handsomely, But 
Give Wallace Confabs Good Coverage 


Will 





It Worked! 


Philadelphia, July 13. 

CBS veepee Earl Gammons, 
in from Washington to keep an 
eye on the Demos, marched 
into Convention hall sporting 
his GOP convention badge as 
credentials. He said he just 
wanted to see if it. would be 
spotted. It was. 

A guard admired the “beau- 
tiful badge” and commented, 
with some awe, that it was the 
first of its kind he had seen. 
Then he bowed Gammons into 
the hall. 








Video, Newsseel 


In Hot Exchange. 
Over Hot Light 


Philadelphia, July 13. 

Feud between video and 
newsreels goes on apace at this 
convention, the television boys hit- 
| ting back at the newsreelers whom 
ithey accuse of spreading some 
|Slurring stories at the G. O. P. ses- 


'Sions. 


| Latest comeback of the TV 
| crowd is that the hot bright lights 











‘are solely for the benefit of the | 


reelers and that video could oper- 
ate with much less light in Philly’s 
convention hall. 


“They are blaming television for 
the heat caused by the _ bright 
lights in the hall,” said one tele 
spokesman. 
age orthicons, we don’t need nearly 
this much light. We are actually 
taking the rap for the newsreels 
‘which need the light. This is the 
‘same volume of light which has 
been used for years at conventions 
for the benefit of the reels. It was 
| used before we were televising con- 
| ventions.” 


‘LEE HATS CANCELS 





Washington, July 13. 

Drew Pearson’s scheduled tele- 
vision newscasts of the Democratic 
National Convention over the Du- 
Mont network were. cancelled last 
week. Lee Hats, through Wein- 
traub agency, sponsored a nightly 
appearance of Pearson during the 
Republican conclave and had con- 
tracted for time when the Demos 
met. 

Pearson told Varrety that the 
agency decided to cancel because 
it was not satisfied with the pro- 
duction facilities in Philadelphia’s 
| Convention Hall. He said he and 
_the agency felt tele had to be im- 
proved a lot and better facilities 
| provided before it would warrant 
_the amount of money expended.» 








LEFTWICH, JR., TO CBS-TV 

Alexander Leftwich, Jr., vet 
radio, stage, film and TV director, 
has been named a producer-direc- 
tor for CBS television, effective 
next Monday (19). His first assign- 
_ment will be on “Face the Music,” 
15-minute musical now aired across 
| the board on the CBS-TV web. 
In another CBS-TV assignment, 


named assistant director of news, 
— events and sports for the 
web. 


the | 


“Fact is, with the im- | 


Robert L. Bendick this week was | 








John H. Platt 


(Kraft Foods Veepee, in.Charge of 
Advertising) 
warns 


“ ‘Don’t Underestimate the 
Power of a Woman’—Food 
Companies’ Slant on Tele 
Advertising” 

oo” * ” 

an editorial feature in 
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+ Philadelphia, July 13. 

| With the Democratic Convention 
jnot yet to the point of nomination 
‘speeches, radio is rushing to com- 
pletion its plans for the Henry A. 
Wallace New Party Convention. 
The Wallaceites descend on Philly 
‘for a three-day convention July 
| 23-25. The webs will do less hand- 
|somely by Wallace in both AM and 
video coverage. 

Tentative plans for television are 
for a fietwork pool handled by the 
Philadelphia affiliates and with 
little or no special events. The tele 
| groups hope to whittle costs down 
‘substantially. For the Republican 
‘and Democratic confabs, the 15 
participating tele. stations will be 
icharged roughly $5,000 a station 
'for the Philadelphia programming. 
|A tentative price of $900 per sta- 
ition has been set for the Wallace 
‘convention. With the hope that 
ithis can be shaved even more, in 
the way of cutbacks, for instance, 
CBS will eliminate its studio at the 
| Bellevue-Stratford but will main- 
tain a studio at Convention Hall. 
No mobile unit will be brought 
here. 

Ball Park Background 

Only new deal in tele and sound 
radio coverage, however, will in- 
volve wiring of Shibe Park, home 
of the baseball Phillies and Ath- 
letics. Wallace will make his ac- 
‘ceptance speech in the big ball 
park, on Saturday (24) night, thus 
moving the locale to the site not 
used by either the Republicans or 
Democrats. 

The third party managers plan 
to tie the Wallace appearance in 
‘with a fund-raising drive which 
would feature considerable circus 
hullabaloo. Hope is to get Holly- 
,wooders and other show business 
folk to take part in this. 

Radio coverage will be less com- 
prehensive, but with the nets plan- 
/ning three fairly intensive days, 
‘however, the individual stations 
'and small regional nets which have 
j|had representation at the Repub- 
|liecan and Democratic shows will be 
missing with few exceptions. 

| ABC, for example, is keeping all 
‘installations at Convention Hall, 
and most of its headquarter suite 
at the Bellevue. In_ addition, 
;special facilities will be installed 
‘in Shibe Park. Among the ABC 


PEARSON ON DEMS wrer"Davis, Bauknage, Walter Kier- 


jnan, Ted Malone, Martin Agron- 
sky, Earl Godwin, Don Gardiner 
|and Tris Coffin. 

; CBSS’ News Roundup 

On Friday, first day of the con- 
vention, CBS figures to handle the 
‘opening day in a news story round- 
‘up in the evening, which will be 





the plan generally followed by the | 


other nets. The webs expect to 
‘broadcast nominations and ballot- 
ing as they occur on Saturday af- 
_ternoon. Acceptance speeches may 
go over all nets in toto. 

| One thing messing up advance 
‘planning by the nets has been the 
‘inability or unwillingness of the 
‘Wallace people to give definite 
jtimes and schedules. Thus far 
‘about the only thing to which the 
nets could pin down Walter Fris- 
bee, in charge of Wallace Conven- 
tion publicity, was that the nomi- 
nation speeches would be made be- 
‘tween 10 and 11 p.m. EDT, on Sat- 
|urday night of the convention. This 
has enabled the webs to do some 
‘definite planning for the Shibe 
Park share of the show. 


Denese Write ‘Free 
Radio, Tele’ Plank 
Into Party Platform 


Philadelphia, July 13. 
The Democratic committee draft- 
ing the party’s 1948 campaign plat- 
‘form has, it was learned today 
| (Tues.), incorporated a plank recog- 
nizing radio, television as being on 
| the same level with the press from 
the standpoint of guarantees of 
| freedom. 
| Inclusion of the free radio-tele 
plank was disclosed as the com- 
mittee worked to put finishing 
touches on the platform in hope to 
‘announcing it either tonight or to- 
morrow (Wed.). 
| The Republicans, for unknown 
reasons, did not write such a plank 
into their platform. They did have 
-one in 1944, however, whereas this 
is the first time the Demos have 
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Washington, July 13. | 
Berlin: U. S. Military Govern- 
ment’s new 75,000-watt shortwave | 
transmitter, 


service this week in Berlin, is | know no frontiers, it said. 3d Annual Special 
headed by William Friel Heimlich,| During the Congress two plans | 
former program director for | were submitted for the wavelength | RADIO-TELEVISION 
WOSU. Ohio State University’s |2°C*S. ‘A Dutch plan made room | NUMBER 

pei “gh ~ “ |for more stations, while a Russian 
station. Heimlich, who left the in- | pian would afford better listening of 


telligence branch of the Berlin | 
command as a colonel last October | 
to assume a civilian post with the 
occupation forces, said the new sta- 
tion will serve eastern Germany 
and Berlin as a “weapon in the 
* fight for freedom.” . Heimlich went 
on active duty as a reserve officer | 
in 1941 and served in France and 
Germany. From the beginning of 
the American occupation he has | 
been the G-2 staff officer for the | 
Berlin command. 

France: The National Assembly, | 
studying the credits of the French 
Broadcasting Co., pointed out the | 





2 
Monitoring the Foreign Countries 
(Following is news of radio in various nations as monitored from 


their official broadcasts by the U.S. Government.) 


| access 
: | pointed out the necessity of achiev- | 
RIAS, which began | ing European unity . . 


| proposal, 


| broadcasting July 1. 


i= Continued from page 26 





——————ae 


Theodore C. Stréibert 

(President of WOR) 

advances some arguments in favor 
of 


‘Regional TV 
Networks”’ 


* 3 * 
an editorial feature in the 


the International Radio Congress 
in Copenhagen concerning Spain's 


to the Congress. France | 





. radio waves 


conditions. Several delegates had 
not received copies of the Dutch | 
so the President sug- | 


gested the technical committee 
RAYMOND TAKES WRAPS 


begin work with no conclusions un- 

til all delegates have received 
clo 2 NCW NiCverD 
OFF J NE WW DISKERS 


copies. 
India: The Shillong and Gauhati 
Kermit Raymond Radio Produc- | 
tions this week took the wraps off | 


Stations cf All-India Radio began 
Shillong will 
operate on 205.48 meters and Gau- : > 
hati on 384.6. meters. a trio of new plattered programs, | 
lstarring Jackie Gleason, Fred Rob- 
|bins and Frank Gallop. 
| Gleason vehicle is a quarter- | 
/hour five-a-weeker titled “it’s aj 


'Great Show,” in which he _ goes 
| backstage at Broadway legits, niter- 


VARIETY 


Out This Month 




















Tele Followups 














need for giving radio a status in- | Horne whammed for the finale with |ies, sports arenas, ete., to inter- 


suring it independence and im- 


“Do I Love You?” and “Honey-j|view the star porformer, working 


_NBC’s radio-recording division in 


' sales staffY of WFIL. 


| 5-kw station on 1080 kc. 


‘new office building and radio-tele | 


CIRCLING THE 


KILOCYCLES 








Philadel phia— Robert Z. Mor- 
rison. Jr., former manager of 


Washington, D. C., has joined the | 
Morrison will 
be in charge of new business for | 
WFIL’s AM, FM and TV outlets. | 





Louisville—D. C. Summerford, | 


WHAS assistant technical director, | 


‘has resigned to take position of 


technical director with Mid-Amer- | 
iea Broadcasting Corp. of Louis- | 
ville. which is now installing new | 
New AM | 
airer recently announced appoint- | 
ment of Joe Eaton as géneral man- 
ager. Eaton was with WHAS for 
18 years, 10 of which he served as | 
commercial manager. 





Washington — Washington Eve- | 
ning Star's WMAL and WMAL-TV | 
expect to approve final plans on a | 
studio w:thin next two weeks. Star 
has the lot at 12th and K sts. 
Austin Co., of New York, is archi- | 
tect and builder. 

Baltimore—WMAR-FM is pick- | 
ing up and rebroadcasting a BBC | 
program which originates only. 45 ' 








| London. 


miles away, in Washington, after 
the shortwave signal has crossed 
the Atlantic and returned. Pro- 
gram is BBC’s “Radio Newsreel,” 
which calls in its Washington corre- 
spondent and other foreign report- 
ers. WMAR-FM’s antenna atop 


ithe O'Sullivan building snags the 


signal as it’s flashed back from 





Denver — A fourth consecutive 
national award for excellence in 
radio writing has just been won by 
KLZ’s only femme  newswriter, 
Lucille Hastings. At its annual 
meeting, held last week in St. Paul, 
the National Federation of Press 
Women announced that its first 
award for preparation of a radio 
newscast had again been won by 
Miss Hastings. 





St. Lenis—May Schaller who is 
“Cousin Emmy” on the _KMOX 
hillbilly early a.m. program last 
week was sued for divorce by her 
husband, Elmer Schaller, a farmer, 
Lenzburg, Ill., 20 miles from St. 
,ouis, who alleges she was any- 
thing but the kind, pleasant per- 
son radio dialers believes her to be. 


The couple were married three 
years ago and_ separated last 
March 19. 








partiality. The President of the | sickle Rose,” with Henderson ata slice of the show itself midway |; 

















Higher Radio Council also said that | the ivories and the Illinois Jacquet | into the pickup. 


French television technique is two 
years ahead of foreign countries | 
and that France should be able to 
develop this branch of industry. 


The Secretary of State discussed 
French broadcasts to foreign coun- 
tries and the system of exchanges | 
now practiced. Exchanges are now 


band for accomp. But that caca- | 
phonous finale by the sepia band- 
men was a chaser; mayhaps it! 


|“‘raised the roof of Carnegie Hall,” 


as Sullivan announced, but cel 
home consumption it’s a surefire 


| trailer for Anacin. 


” 


In actuality, “Toast of the Town 


}is more of a nitery than a vaudery 


Robbins has been packaged in/| 


jan hour-long, six-days-weekly “‘Rob- | 


bins’ Nest” disk jockey stint which | 


offers guestar interviews as an add- | 
ied attraction. 


Gallop’s disker is a 

five-minute, six-times-weekly com- 

edy routine with guest comics. 
K-R outfit is continuing to add | 


being made with 43 countries. All | snow. Seemingly the intent is to |outlets for its “Hollywood Open 


credits for radio were finally 


adopted. 


England: Talks between repre- | Miles 


sentatives of the BBC and the | 


broadcasting organizations of the | is program last week. 


other bBrussels- pact countries, 


France, Belgium, the Netherlands, | flashes of good camera usage, such 
and Luxembourg, opened July 2 | 45 


in London. The conference is con- 


sidering broadcasting cooperation | 


| showcase 


} 


to interest listeners in each other's | 


country to serve the cause of Euro- 
pean understanding. 

Denmark: A conflict arose be- 
tween the East and the West at 








\ 


ay Hymns,” by 

The Texas Rangers, 

is the first album of its 

kind! This exciting new al- 

bum by Bibletone features six 

outstanding cowboy hymn 
selections. 


Just one more accomplish- 
ment of The Texas Rangers, 


America’s largest and finest 
group, playing and singing 
Western tunes! They've built 
a national reputation that can 
§ © be put to work for your clicnt, 


through their top quality tran- 
scribed tunes. It’s appropriate 
that The Texas Rangers music 
is transcribed vertically for 
high fidelity ... America’s only 
vertical cut transcriptions of 
Western music. You'll find 
them ideal for either FM or 
AM. They are priced right for 
your market, and your station. 


Wire, Write or Phone 
for Complete Details 





| the audience) was on the light side. 
|Miss Horne particularly suffered 
| from the camera technique. 


i“Texaco Star Theatre” 


limitations. . 


potentials for future| 
horizons, Sullivan announcing that | 
and Winchell got con- 
tracts as result of showcasing on | 


Incidentally, there are occasional | 


Howard superimposed on the 
community sing; the double sil- 
houets of the Costello Twins, giving 
them a foursome appearance in 
their terps, and the like. On the 
other hand, the left camera gave a/| 
decidedly dusky appearance to all | 
acts; the right camera (right from 





Whatever it is that converts a 
top vaude end legit performer into 
a standout television entertainer 
may be still undefined, but William 
Gaxton doesn’t have it. Star of a 
number of Broadway clicks, Gax- 
ton took over as emcee on the 
on the 
NBC-TV web July 6 with almost 
negative results. Granted that he 
would have had to be a sock come- 
dian to equal Milton Berle’s excel- 
lent work in the Texaco emcee 
spot, Gaxton fell far short of the 
mark. His only saving grace was an 
okay rendition of several of the 
songs he heliped popularize—and 
he partially killed that good effect 
by bragging about the fact to the 
audience. 

With Gaxton throwing a damper 
on the entire hour, the other per- 
formers nonetheless scored con- 
sistently, maintaining the high en- 
tertainment factor the show has 
evidenced since first it took the air. 
Especially standout were Rose 
Murphy, with her stylized singing, 
and Jack Pearl with his oldtime 
vaude_ routine. Beatrice Kraft 
dancers looked good but evidently 
hadn’t had enough camera _ re- 
hearsal. With only Miss Kraft and 
two men in the company, they 
went out of camera range too often 
to make it look as though their 
routines had been reset for tele’s 





_Drive-Ins im Pullout 


Albany, July 13. 

The first experiment in Albany 
radio criticism of motion pictures 
ended last week when Paul Bruce 
Pettit, instructor in stagecraft at 
N. Y. State Teachers’ College, re- 
signed after broadcasting five 
nights a week via WROW for 
seven months. 

The Fabian-Hellman Mohawk 
and Saratoga drive-ins, which had 
been sponsoring the reviewer for 
six weeks, bowed out, whereupon 
the station switched Pettit’s air 
time from 6:45 to 7:15. Believing 
the latter spot to be a poor one 
—in view of other programs tried 
there—Pettit resigned. 

Departure of the critic-educator 
was not unwelcome from the view- 
point of many theatre and distrib- 
utor men. Pettit’s pointed crit- 
icisms—perhaps the most consist- 
ently direct uttered here—did not 
strike too responsive a chord with 








them. 


House” series, latest being an un->| 
usual deal whereby Kaiser-Fraser, | 
via the Weintraub agency, will | 
bankroll the helf-hour variety stan- | 


|za (marketed as a once weekly | 


program) on a five-a-week basis for | 
10 weeks over KFI, Los Angeles. | 
Show is being spotted in hiatus- | 
vacated spots of toprated NBC 
shows. 

“Open House” also has been 
sold to the Rural Radio+«Network 
of seven upstate N. Y. stations. 


WGN Chalks Up 3 Sales 





| perimentation into one that will 


Chevvy 


——~mam Continued from page 27 =a! 


of the heaviest spenders in the 
medium and plans te bankroll foot- 
ball games in practically every TV 
city in the fall. 

According to Case, “radio has 
always been a questionable 
medium for durable goods, such as 
automobiles. We could never put 
our finger on exactly what radio 
could or could not do. Television, 
though, is the greatest medium | 
ever to come down the line for us.” | 
He declared that TV today is just 
about on the borderline, ready to | 
pass over from a medium for ex- | 








actually pay off in the way of in- | 


creased product sales. i 


Under the supervision of Case | 


,;and Leo Langlois, C-E eee | 


| in tele programming and produc- | 
j tion, the agency kas worked up| 


e | some novel filmed plugs in the way | 
To Shake Chi Doldrums 


| of glorified singing commercials. | . 
| Running one 
minutes, they use the Chevvy name 


Chicago, July 13. 
Tele biz came out of the dol- 


drums here last week, with WGN- | entertainment: 


TV chalking up three sales. WBKB 
also scored via purchase of the 
Bud Young-Richy Victor comedy 
show by Pioneer Scientific Corp. 
(polaroid television filter). Ten- 


minute weekly show was sold for | boy and girl cruising around in a 


13 weeks. 

New trio of WGN-TV bankroll- 
ers are Patricia Stevens, modeling, 
to sponsor four Sunday showings 
of “Cross Question,” starting July 
18; Commonwealth Edison, to_ 
sponsor the seven-a-week WGN-TV | 
Newreel for 13 weeks; and Peter | 
Fox Brewing to sponsor four show- | 
ings of “Sportsmen’s Corner,” | 
starting July 16. 








Philco Appoints Moran 
As Special Video Rep 
Philadelphia, July 13. 

John J. Moran, former sales man- 
ager of the accessory division of 
Phileo Corp., has been appointed 
special television representative for 
Philco. 

Moran, who joined the company 
in 1936, will assist Frederick D. 
Ogilvy, manager of television sales, 
in Phileo’s expanding program as 
new TV stations go on the air. 
He'll also aid distribs in territories 
where video is just getting under 
way. 





FM’s ‘Come on In’ 


| comedies. 


| tated in various phases of tele 


‘to air his 7 a.m. show daily. As 


| 15-minute segment of “Howdy.” 


to one-and-a-half 


only as a prop on which to hang 
For example,, 
Langlois said, one of them features 
Janie Ford, Tony Russo and the 
David Lambert chorus in a song 
especially written for the plug, 
which will background films of a 


Chevvy. Instead of plugs, Case 
said, the commercials will repre- 
sent virtual miniature musical 


As the 1949 Chevvy budget is 
drawn, the agency will expand its 
tele activities. Entire copy-writing 
staff in the Detroit homeoffice, 
Case said, has been indoctrinated 
with TV knowhow, having been ro- 


work. Some of that personnel will 
be moved to the N.Y. office, which 
will also recruit tele personnel in 
the east. 


——— ___ 
| Howdy Doody 
=e, Continued from page 27 ——— 


does several daily radio shows for 
WNWBC, is having a studio built in 
the basement of his New Rochelle, 
|N. Y¥., home, from which he plans 











soon as the studio can be equipped’ 
for TV, it’s planned to move 
“Howdy” there and add two more 
days per week to the puppet’s 
schedule. 

Sweets Co., maker of Tootsie 
Rolls, is talking of picking up a 


Installation of a studio in his 
home will enable Bob Smith to 





Washington, July 13. 
The FM Assn.*board of directors | 


has voted to extend associate | 
memberships to retail dealers of 
FM receiving sets, in an expansion 
program. 

J. N. (Bill) Bailey, FMA execu- 
tive director, said the original 
operation was mainly promotion, 
but the association will now advise 
members on the “general problems 
incident to FM operation.” 


Bailey addressed the annual 
Leadership Conference of the Na- 
tional Electrical Retailers Assn. 
today (13) in Chicago. More than 
Wena retail dealers belong to 


| 





continue his five-a-week eyeopener 
show while expanding his chores 
on “Howdy.” WNBC feels Smith 
is too valuable a property in the 
ayem spot opposite CBS’ Arthur 
Godfrey end agreed to the at-home 
pickup so Smith could return to 
bed after the show and catch a few 
more winks before starting 
“Howdy” rehearsals at 2 p.m. 
Under present arrangements, Smith 
crawls out at 4:30 a.m. and comes 
into Radio City for his WNBC 
omy and stays up the rest of the 

y. 

Plans also are to record his 


| station 


Houston — Glenn H. McCarthy, 
wealthy oil man and new prez of 
the Shamrock Broadcasting Co., 
which has taken over KXYZ has 
announced the _ following - staff 
members as new officers of the or- 
ganization. Fred Nahas, exec 
veepee; Keese Reinecker, present 
manager, vice prez and 
general manager; Terry Lee, pro- 
gram director and sales manager, 
veepee, and Earl R. Scholton, sec- 
retary-treasurer. Technical super- 


‘visor will be Gerald R. Chinski. 





8% Pay Hike for Hub’s 
Westinghouse Stations 


Boston, July 13. 

Salaried workers, supervisors 
and management representatives 
of the Hub’s Westinghouse stations 
which include WBZ, WBZA, WBZ- 
FM, WBZ-TV and WBOS, have 
been granted an 8% pay raise, 
the third in two years. 
Based on a 40-hour week, the 
increase is retroactive to June 13. 














Saturday “Triple B Ranch” stint 
so he’ll have weekends off. 


A.U* offers 
Socko Curric 


in Audio-Video 


WHEN they have stars in thefr 

eyes and ask your advice about 
learning radio and TV .. . tell 
‘em about The American U vniver- 
sity’s accredited courses In Radie- 
Television for a College degree. 
Tell "em nobody comes ovt a pol- 
ished pro, but they get the skills 
and technics, plas a B. 8S. It’s solid ~ 
stuf. Time spent now learning 
the abc's is good biz for radie and 
TY hopefuls. 


COURSES: © writing © speech and 
mike technic © music © news writ- 
ing ® acting © announcing © pro- 
duction © sales © management 
© public service programming ® 
policies and regulations ® related 
courses in public relations, journal- 
ism, business administration, adver- 
tising and the social sciences. 


TEACHERS: ali prominent pros in 
Washington Radio-TV. 


FACILITIES: completely equipped 
studio, control room, fr 
equipment ® field and observation 
trips to commercial Radio and TV 
studios. 


DATES: Fall, Spring and Semmer 
Sessions. 


For complete details, 
write Director of 


*% B the Radic nd Television 
‘American 
University 

1961 F SLN.W. Washington 60.6. 
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Quaker Oats Nixes Olsen 


As ‘Honeymoon’ Emcee; 


- Fears Confusion on Plugs. 


Chicago, July 13. 

Because of a nix from Quaker 
Oats, which until recently hired 
him as m.c. of its “Ladies Be 
Seated” daytimer on ABC, Johnny 
Olsen was cancelled out as m.e. 
of the network’s new “Second 
Honeymoon” series, after being 
scheduled for the assignment. 
Quaker Oats pressured ABC to 
keep Olsen off the new series, for 
fear there might be confusion of 
sponsor identification, since “La- 
dies” and “Honeymoon,” have con- 
tiguous time spots. ABC hopes to 
persuade Quaker Oats to ease its 
opposition before long. 

Meanwhile, Bert Parks is tem- 
porarily handling the ‘“Honey- 
moon” program, with Olsen slated 
to m.c. the new ABC evening give- 
away series, “Get Rich Quick,” 
starting Monday (19). He also con- 
tinues his “Rumpus Room” disk 
jockey series across the board on 
WJZ. N. Y., and shortly starts a 
television version of the same show 
one night a week on WFIL-TY. 


Trammell Fetes Strotz 
Prior to Coast Safari 


Niles Trammell, NBC prexy, 
tossed a farewell cocktail party 
last week for Sid Strotz, the web’s 
No. 1 television man, and Mrs. 
Strotz, who left for a two-month 
stay on the Coast. Number of net- 
work execs attended. 

Hal Bock, who will head up the 
Coast phase of NBC tele opera- 





tions, preceded Strotz to the Coast | 
several | 
indoctrination period at 


early last week after 
months’ 


New York headquarters. 


TEDDY WILSON SPREADS 

Teddy Wilson, sepia pianist, is 
joining the ranks of two-station 
performers. 
to do a 15-minute stint on WOR. 
N. Y., Saturdays at 4:45 p.m., start- 
ing July 24. 

He aiso has a _ cross-the-board 
stanza on WNEW, N. Y. indie, at 
1-1:15 p.m. 





He’s just been pacted | 


‘of KREL, Baytown, 
|King Robinson, 


SCHNOZ, MOORE, COHAN Mpls. Star Takes Whack | 


WIN WRITER’S SUIT: 


Los Angeles, July 13. 

Jimmy Durante, Garry Moore 
and Phil Cohan won a decision in 
Los Angeles superior court where 
they had been sued for $10,000 by 
Jack Douglas, radio writer, charg- 
ing breach of contract. 

Douglas declared he was fired 
without cause from his $1.250-a- 
week job on the Durante-Moore 
radio show in 1946. Defendants 
said the writer refused to revise a 
script and walked out after the 
fourth week. 





Prep ‘3 Men on Horse’ 
As Arnold Stang Show 


Arnold Stang is being sought for 
the lead in “Three Men on a 
Horse,” radio version of the John 
Cecil Holm comedy, which Mildred 
Fenton is readying as an _ inde- 
pendent package. The program is 
aimed for a fali start, vith Hoim 
doing the adaptation. 

Currently starring in ‘Always 
Albert,” situation comedy sustainer 
on CBS, Stang plans to leave the 
show after his eight-week contrac- 
tual commitment, even if it con- 
tinues beyond the summer. He’ll 
also presumably resume as a com- 
edy stooge on the Henry Morgan 
show if and when it gets another 
sponsor. 

Stang has been offered a film- 
for-television series of 30-minute 
shows, to be produced in New 
York, Start'ng in the fall. Mickey 
Schwartz, formerly with Para- 





mount, will produce it independ- 
ently. 
DIXIE WEB ELECTS 
Houston, July 13. 
Phil Dusenberry, manager of 


KRIC, Beaumont, is prez of a new 
five-station web which will be 
known as the Dixie Network. 
Other officers are Virgil Evans 
veepee, and 
KATL, Houston, 
Besides 
ther members 


secretary-treasurer. 
three outlets above, 
of the web are KOL 
and KOGTP, Orange. 


the | 


, Port Arthur | 


At FCC for Exceeding 
Power on Libel Rule 


Minneapolis, July 13. 

Federal 
mission took another editorial beat- 
ing from the Minneapolis 
which assailed the FCC in its reg- 
ular editorial columns for “stepping 
far beyond its authority” in ruling 
that a station may not censor 
libelous material from _ political 
broadcasts. 

“The FCC is not a legislature,” 
the editorial declares. “It has no 
power to create or amend law, but 
only to administer the 
by Congress. And Congress gave 
it no powers over the laws of libel. 
Its views on the long-established 
principle that all who participate 
in the furtherance of libel are 
themselves liable are no more than 


wishful thinking. They would be + 


cold comfort to a broadcaster haled | 


into a law court on a libel charge.” 

Until the next Congress can 
straighten things out, the editorial 
asserts, the broadcasters are in an 


awkward position—all the more so | 


with a Presidential campaign com- 
ing up this year. 
will happen if some crackpot, 
example, with a personal 
worth no more than $250, gains 
access to a microphone as the head | 
of a political clique and proceeds | 
to libel some prominent citizens. 


for 


“Does the FCC really believe that | 


the libeled persons would have re- | 
course only against the crackpot?”’ 
it asks. 





Taylor Longhair Disker 


May Cross Board for WOR | 


“Deems Taylor Hour,’ new 
transcribed longhair music stanza 
with the w.k. music critic in the 
role of highbrow disk jockey, may 


get a 30-minute cross-the-board 


slot or WOR, N.Y. A wine com- 
pany is reported interested in 
bankrolling the program. 

Series is being packaged by 
Radio Features, affiliate of the 
Schwimmer & Scott ad agency, 
with Maurie Robinson, former NBC 
associate director, directing and 
producing. 


Communications Com- | 


Star | 


It wonders what | 


inside Stufl—Radio 


NBC is quietly prepping a two-reel promotional film, at a cost of 
$75,000, depicting the web’s growth from crystal set days to its present 
|AM-FM-TV spread. The film, in 16m with sound, will be printed for 
screenings before civic organizations, business and trade groups, ad 
agencies, advertisers and others. 

Camera work is being done by RKO-Pathe, whose New York studios 
| were recently leased by NBC for television purpeses. 

Web hopes to finish the film in time to premiere it at the NBC con- 
vention at Sun Valley, in September. Clearance also Is being sought— 
from the musicians’ union, newsreels ‘some clips are used) and top 
NBC stars who have film contracts—so the film can be televised on 
NBC-TV. Ben Grauer will narrate the two-reeler from copy prepared 
by Phil Reisman, Jr., of RKO-Pathe. Shooting script was drafted by 
Jack Snow of NBC. Roy Porteous is NBC contact man on the project. 


| 


law given it | 


Reason that Ballantine Beer hooked both WBZ-TV and WNAC-TV, 
Boston, in its telecast of the Beau Jack-Ike Williams bout Monday (12) 
was because of the Siamese arrangement which prevailed between them 
that particular evening. The two outlets had committed themselves to 
carry the Democratic convention via AT&T’s microwave relay and since 
the convention broadcast would have to be cut off for the ring event 
one of the stations would find,itself without a program. emma 
was solved by booking them both for the fight. 


The Ballantine emanation from Philly represented the most exten- 
sive intermixture of network affiliates to date. WFIL-TV, which orig- 
inated the’event, is tied up with ABC, while WABD, New York, and 
WNHC, New Haven, are DuMont releases, WBZ-TV and WTVR, Rich- 
mond, have NBC franchises, WMAL-TV, Washington, is strictly also 
ABC, while WNAC-TV and WMAR, Baltimore, maintain arrangements 
with both ABC and CBS. ’ 





estate | 


| John Byram, eastern story editor of Paramount, and William Brown 

| Meloney, producer-husband of Rose Franken, unexpectedly did an over- 
| the-coffee broadcast last weekend with Ed Fitzgerald, something they 
‘not only had never thought of doing, but also the kind of program 
they'd never even heard. 

Incident happened when Pegeen Fitzgerald, was taken ill and was 
‘unable to do the regular Sunday morning show with her husband, 
over WOR, New York, but piped from their home in New Canaan, 
Conn. The Fitzgeralds had dined the previous night at the Meloneys, 
so when Mrs. Fitzgerald became ill she was put to bed there. Next 
| morning, as she hadn't recovered, Meloney and Byram, his weekend 
| guest, were shanghaied for the broadcast. 





Radio and Television Directors Guild is mulling a proposal by Robert 
Lewis Shayon, new prexy of the N. Y. local, that the guild stage a 
fullscale satirical revue on broadcasting at RTDG’s annual ball. Shindig 
is slated for Nov. 12 at the Hotel Astor, N. Y. 


Shayon’s suggestion was that radio needs a counterpart of the Wash- 
ington news correspondents’ annual gridiron dinner and that the di- 
rectors are the logical group to stage such an annual show. Guiild’s 
council has endorsed the idea, the tentative thought being that RTDG 
would pay union tabs for performances and nominal fees for material 
used in the sketches, blackouts, etc. Nicki Burnett, the guild’s national 
/exec secretary, already is receiving scripts from interested writers, 
| directors, actors and others. 
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BR adio Sales Account Executives travel 750,000 miles a year 


to visit the 


stations they represent. As they live out of their suit- 


cases,-they work for you. For they get first-hand information 


which otherwise you would have to eo out and get for yourself. 


They bring back to you face-to-face facts about the people, 


the programs and the selling power delivered by each station 


they represent. It means that without ever leaving home, you 


can get ins 


ide information on how you can make your sales 


markets. 


Radio Sales 


Radie Stations 
Representative... CBS 
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‘Voice’ a Whisper in Europe 


Continued from page 25 


ting his radio shows widely heard 
in Western Europe, according to 
sources here, is to have them aired 
leeally by the various radio admin- 
istrations. This could be done by 
exchange of disks and seripts, with 


the countries of Europe obviously | 


not willing to be entirely on the 
receiving end of such an arrange- 
ment. 

Louis Merlin, boss of Luxem- 
bourg radio, sums up the feeling 
of most of the radio execs. With 
the multiplicity of local press and 
radio services in Western Europe 
there’s no reason why “people 
should put up with static and fad- 
ing to get news of America on the 
shortwave.” Merlin goes further 
than mast of his government ra- 
dio colleagues in adding that the 
“Voice of America” label is bad. 
As he sees it, Europe is tired of 
propaganda and is apt to resent 
programs bearing this tag. The 
same shows without the label could 
be aired under local auspices in 
Europe and their chances of being 
heard “improved 100%.” 


U. S. Point of View Still Felt 


Though our dx voice is. muffled, 
there's no doubt that the U. S. 
point of view is widely felt in 
Europe. Desperate need for the 
Yankee dollar by most of the form- 
er occupied countries isn’t dis- 
couraging infiltration of U. S. info 
by any means. For example, in 
France the tremendous importance 
of American news services is 
everywhere evident. AP, UP, and 
INS tags are seen daily in the 
dozen or so Paris papers which 
daren’t depend solely on less chip- 


heavy France Presse for full cov- | 


erage of world news. Ditto is true, 


according to officials here, for the | 


influence which the American Em- 
bassy, UN and UNESCO staffers 
exert on official French organs. 
For example,-a U. S. staffer is 
heard daily on the official French 





Continued from page 25 


the AVCO rule that their offer 
should be considered. 








Victory is requesting a hearing | 


and according to the petition is 
confident that a grant of its appli- 
cation would “better serve the 
pfiblic interest, convenience and 
necessity than would a grant of the 
application of General.” 


General has proposed to 
Bulova and Henshel $200,000 
cash, the 10% of common stock in 
WNEW now owned by O’Dea, and 
documents releasing Wodaam 
Corp., (‘Bulova and Henshel) from 
all claims involved in two pending 
actions brought by O'Dea. 

Victory advises that Leigh will 
pay $155,000 in cash; Weil, 24,000, 
and Hartley $21,000, and that O’Dea 
will transfer to or on behalf of Vic- 
tory the identical considerations he 
would transfer to or on behalf of 
General. 

Attorneys for Victory indicate 
they think the Commission will 
set an early hearing date for pur- 
poses of settling the question of 
sale. FCC regulations prohibit 
ownership of majority stock in 
more than one station in a city, 
and are anxious, attorneys say, to 
settle the case of Bulova owner- 
ship. 


pay. 
in 








SITUATION COMEDY 
TELEVISION SERIES 


Box 444, Variety 
154 West 46th Sr. 
New York 19, N. Y. 








Available 


York 19, N. Y. 








Writer Wanted | 







Producer—Director—Writer 


Ten years New York network experience. Imaginative 
in the creation of new shows. Desire agency connection 
in New York or Hollywood. 
mendations. BOX 145, VARIETY, 154 West 46th St., New 









Fran Harris 
(Director of TV and Motion Pictures, 
Ruthravtf & Ryan) 

foresees 
66,000,000 Audience for 
Commercial Plugs by End 
of "48" 
an editorial feature in the 
3d Annual Special 





, radio in the role of a disk jockey 
| playing American music, adlibbing 
-about U. S. life and customs. 
; American jazz and film stars have | 
|almost as much vogue as U. S. | 
| cigarets in the French capital. 





| 
In Belgium, the radio adminis- | 


| tration has a 14man monitoring | 
| Service which picks up news from | RADIO-TELEVISION 
| U. S. and other overseas radio and | 
| incorporates it into the half-dozen | NUMBER 
| daily newscasts sent out over the | of 
|local Flemish and French radio | VARIETY 
systems. “ 
Out This Month 





From The Production Centers 


Continued from page 24 





— 


‘ty Chest for 1948-49. Committee includes Lewis Allen Weiss. 
ee ee aera Young, Jack Van Nostrand, Bob Ballin, Justin 
‘Dart and Wayne Tiss ...Tony Stanford, “Duffy’s Tavern” producer, 
‘back at Young & Rubicam after a month east.... Frank Morris of 
KECA Chicago-bound on vacation ...Edward Arnold back following 
his last “Mr. President” broadcast from Manhattan + .Tom Luckenbill 
of Esty agency in from New York to confer with Jimmy Durante and 
Phil Cohan on their fall stint for Camels. 

Johnny Jacobs, announcer for Gene Autry show, takes over emcee 
/}spot on “Teen and Twenty Time,” following death of disk jockey 
Mauri Cliffer. Show, owned by Cliffer’s widow, is up for sale... Snag 
| Werris joined the regulars—Roger Price, Leonard Stern and Sid Fields 
—on ABC’s “Comedy Writers Show” Ruby Irwin, Young & Rubicam 
scripter, and Bernie Smith, writer on the Groucho Marx show and Coast 
rep of “We; the People,” to Chicago, where they'll be hitched Friday 











Both Dutch and Belgian radio | 
|men expressed a desire for more | 
| radio material from Uncle Sam for | 
jlocal airing. In Holland, the | 
| Shortage of dollars has required | 
, Closing of the radic and infe office | 
| that country formerly maintained 
,in New York. As a result, radio 
, boss Vogt mourned the fact that 
| Hollanders had no means of hear- | 
ling the voice of the Mayor = I 
| Amsterdam when he participated | ; eed 
‘in the Golden Jubilee ceremonies #8¢r for WHB here, is poorer by 
'in Manhattan last month. \$77.50 as a result of an escapade 


| There are few good shortwave |in which he essayed the role of a 
| sets in Holland capable of picking 





Kaycee Promotion Mgr. 
Nicked fer $77.50 Is 


Kansas City, July 13. 


tl Voi fA vt Px political prankster in Independ- 
'up the “Voice o merica”’ airers, - t T on) 
| Vogt said. As is true in most of ence, Mo., Presiden ruman’s 
| Europe, the average citizen has a home town. : 

tough enough time getting food A large, black “Ex” appeared 


and lodging for his family, much 
| less buying “luxury” items like ex- 
| pensive radio sets. Holland, in 
| fact, bulwarks home radio listen- 
ing. by providing a cheaper central 
| radio system tied in with telephone 
| service for those without receivers 
|of their own. While shortwave set 
ownership in Belgium is moyjing 
up compared to prewar years, 
| there’s little indication of any but 


in front of the title before the Tru- 


i'man name on a 24-sheei proudly 
|erected by the Chamber of Com- 
i'merce of Independence on a high- 
j\way leading into the city. An in- 
iformer telephoned the _ sheriff’s 
office to report the license number 
‘of a station wagon at the scene of 
\the painting, and the number was 
‘traced to Fraser. 
| sporadic dialing of “Voice’: airers.| He appeared in the magistrate 
| court of J. J. Brady in Independ- 


Situation in France is probabl , 
‘true for most of the nar recwenend jence and pleaded guilty rather than 


| occupied countries. Average sal- |2Wait a week’s delay for a trial. The 
| ary .* about 30-50,000 sll a charge was unlawfully and _ will- 
| month or the equivalent of $100, to fully defacing the property of an- 
|$160. Most sets being manufac- | ther. Brady said he would over- 
tured here include both long and |look the political aspects of the 
shortwave bands but officials esti- |¢@Se. but he couldn't overlook the 
mated that a high-quality receiver fact ‘it was a prank in the Presi- 
capable of tuning the “Voice” pro- | dent’s home town and assessed a 
|grams from America would top fine of $25 plus $2.50 costs. Pre- 
| $100 and would probably run mudh | Viously Fraser had paid $50 to T. H. 
higher. Parkman, a partner in the sign 
| 

the roadsign, 


firm from which —y C. oe ©. oe 

and a_ prosecuting 

Ochs Ducks Out of CBS when asked by the court fer an 
For Ward Wheelock Post 


explanation, Fraser merely said, 
“It’s just one of those things.” 
Ace Ochs is resigning from CBS | Philadelphia. 
end of this week to join the Ward ae. 
Wheelock agency. He'll move to ? 
the Coast to take over direction of PRIME TAKE IT AS 
the Campbell Soup “Club 15” cross- 
the-board musical on Columbia. 
Patti Clayton (Mrs. Ochs) is 


checking off the CBS “Sing It 
Again” show to join her husband. 

Ochs recently was switched from 
the web’s radio production depart- 
ment into television and wrote-pro- 
duced-directed the “Face the Mu- 
sic” TV program. 








Hollywood, July 13. 

“Take It or Leave It” looks set 
to go whole-hog for the fabulously 
s ul giveaway format this 
fall. Martin Straus, chairman of 
the board of Eversharp, was here 
last week gandering new twist for 
the top-rater worked out by the 
Biow agency, whereby listeners 
will get the same break as studio 





. . audiences, with emcee Garry 
ABC Sets Night Whirl Moore utilizing the phone gim- 
mick. 


For ‘Get Rich Quick’ 
“Get Rich Quick,” new giveaway 
stanza with Johnny Olsen emcee- 
ing, has been set for a nighttime 
ride on ABC after having been 
stymied out of an afternoon cross- 
the-board spot because the delayed 
playback schedule would cut Coast 
dialers off the show’s phone call 
list. 
Now the stanza is slotted in the 
| 9:30 Monday night period, to start 
next week (19), and will go through 


live to the Coast. 
| competing | EVelyn Peirce Resigns 
As Compton Supervisor 


Hooper Derby.. Five of the, first 
15 on the last Hooperatings, in- 
cluding the Eversharp show, were 
audience participationers. The 
pen layout, in forth position, was 
topped only by “Stop the Music,” 
in second place. Jackpots on the 
new show are slated to top any- 
thing offered by radio heretofore, 
including those big $20,000 takes 
that are now commonplace. 








time radio at the Com agency, 
has resigned effective Friday (16). 
However, with a vacation coming 
to her, she actually left the office 
last Friday (9). She'll rest for a 
month or so in Vermont, then 
decide between several prospects. 
She is still not fully recovered 
from injuries received in a recent 
aute crash. 





August 1 







Highest professional recom- take over a large part 

8 aa Peirce’s duties, with the remainder 
divided among several others. Be- 
fore joining Compton five years 
ago, Miss Peirce was in the pro- 
— end of the Broadway 









Anti-Troman Prank 


Johnny Fraser, promotion man-. 


BIGTIME GIVEAWAY 


Move is designed to keep “Take | 
It” up there with the top 15 in the | 


Evelyn Peirce, supervisor of day-| 71 


There will be no formal suc- 


(16).... KTLA is right on top of the Carole Landis case. Thursday (8) 
| they telecast “Road Show,” 1941 United Artists release starring Miss 
| Landis. Next Thursday (15) they'll beam “Men Are Not Gods,” Rex 
| Harrison starrer of 1937. Latter will be first in the Sir Alexander 
| Korda series inked by station for telecasting Lawrence Tibbett, Jr., 
| signed by Clint Sianiey of Ken Dolan agency for mate lead in “The 
Gale Robbins Show.” situation comedy tele layout that tees off on 
KTLA next Wednesday (21). 


IN CHICAGO... 


Harry Kogan bowed out as an ABC musical director last week : 
Maurice Lynch, general manager of WCFL, bedded at Little Co. of 
Mary hospital, Worth, Iil.....“RCA-Vietor Show” emanates from here 
' Aug. 15....Henmry Livezey, manager of NBC guest relations, reeovering 

from an appendectomy....Anne Hershey, songstress on “Music From 

the Heart of America,” and Charles Ockert, an insurance man, plan 
marriage this fall....Hooper’s Chi office closes July 12-25 for vaca- 
'tions....Bob Hurleigh, WGN news chief, is author of “Taxes, Taxes, 

Taxes” in the current issue of Partners....New engineering lineup at 
| ABC has Bill Cummings as operations supervisor, Bob Whitnah as chief 

of TV and FM, and Byron Speirs as recording supervisor. 

The King’s Jesters launch a new series on WBBM Aug. 9... . Sidney 
Strotz, NBC veepee, here this week to gander the net’s midwest TV 
affiliates....Don McNeill calls off his presidential campaign vie a 
“Breakfast Club” broadcast at New Philadelphia, Ohio, in mid-August 

..“Himt Hunt” set to originate from Syracuse, N. ¥., for one week, 
starting Aug. 16....Caesar Petrillo, WBBM maestro, has penned a new 
tune, “Back in the Heart of the Hills”... Mathilde Ernestine, freelance 

| scripter, off to interview UN delegates for background material to be 
' used in a projected series of anti-communist shows....Soprano Nancy 
. Carr has her second network hearing Saturday (17) via Mutual's “Chi- 
_cago Theatre of the Air”... Del Gay, former Burton Holmes staffer, 
,has joined Television Advertising Productions as photo director... 
, Maestro Freddy Martin press-partied in connection with the WGN tee- 
off of his recorded “It’s Show Time in Hollywood”... Jack Fulton 
leaves WBBM’s music staff Friday (16) to take over the baton at the 


AFRA MBS’ ‘PAGE’ TO CH 
MEANS HEATTER OFF 


Continued from page 23 i 

“Behind the Front Page,” Sun- 
day night series on Mutual for 
Mutual Benefit of Omaha, is re- 
ported about to be moved to Chi- 








| 
| 


other locals, particularily Los An 
geles where a branch of the Art- | 
ists Committee is active, the liber- 
|al forces will now hold either the 
controlling strength or at least an 





influential voice in national af-| cago, with Gabriel Heatter re- 
fairs in the union. placed as m.c. Reason for the 
ent delegates elected to represent | Shift is understood to be the de- 
New ork at the npational convent H i > 
Aug. 26-29 in Boston are Karl Sw iasen. sire of the Chicago office of Ruth 
391: Nelson Cane, 378; Clayton Collyer, | rauff & Ryan, agency on the ac- 
259; Ted Osborn, 345; Betty Garde, 343: i 

Ben Grauer, $42: Meuse Samennah: 330; count, to handle the production 
| Anne Seymour, 328; Dan Seymour, 328: itself instead of letting the New 

filliam » Adams, 321; Staats (Cots- 
worth, 218; Parker Founsliy, 216: Ted York office do #0. Another angle 
de Corsia, 318; Vinton Hayworth, 313; |48S the determination of the spon- 
Myron MeCormick, 313; Ed Begley, 312; |sor’s advertising director to revise 
89. 


| Minerva Pious, 
_ Jay Jostyn, 305; Virginia Payne. 3612 
| Carl Eastman, 361; Bill Quinn, 360; Bd 
| Werlihy, 298; Robert J. Preseott, 297: 


the format of the program. 
The insurance billings were tak- 

















| Frank Gallop, 296; Dwight Weisi, 296: en to R & R by the executive who 
Jim Boles, 295: Bric Dressler, 2065, Alice | previously handled the account for 
» ook; ole eas, 292; I Fever, i 
| 288; Margaret Speaks, 248: Vicki voia, | the Meyerhoff agency. The busi- 
287: Alan Brune ‘e 386; Elizabeth Mor- | ness has been with the Chicago 
;@an, 284; Alex cKee, 280; Jol Me- » ri be- 
| Govern, 280; Walter. Geshe, 279; otfice of R & R, with Heatter 
| Yuciite | Wall, 278; Jackson Beek, 277; | COming the radio spokesmen when 
| Kennet 277; Wa ‘ “Ne i ‘Bri 
| 276; verett ee Sree ee dea the firm sponsored his “Brighter 
het = Clark, 272; Sydney Smith, 272: Tomorrow” show. When that was 
; Ann 1iomas, 272. 5 i 
Pegey Allenby, 269; Worace Braham. dropped he continued ao mec. of 
268; Kennejh PBanghart, 267: Wdwin the Headlines series. 
a 267; ag Arthur, 265: George 
: ‘utnam, 263; Hope Emerson, 262; s : 
‘Tom Shirley, 260; Tan Martin, 49: Jamon Buffalo — Arthur Simon, exec 
eae a ao T.eon = zone. 284; | veepee of WKBW here and former 
ene asley, 253: Murie Cirkland, i 
252; Lanny Ross, 262: Richard Stark, manager of WLIB, N. ei obtained 
252; Ralph Camargo, 251; Alice Your- . from the Buffalo station 
man, 251; Jack Costello. 248: Mitzi i i 
Gould, 247; James P. MeCallion, 247: h ective June 26. to ae pe 
Adelaide Klein, 246; Matibew Crowley, aven't been announ 
241; Pert Kelton, 241; Hester Sonder- — 
gaord, 241; Eugene Lowenthai, 238- 
Frank Butler, 237; King Calder, 236: 
Ernest Chappell, 235; Joseph De Santis. 


235; Joseph Curtin, 224: 
od Helen Claire, 233; 

Ed Wragge, 231; Clifford Carpenter. 
229; Wendell Holmes, 228: Kay Raht. 
228; Irene Hubbard, 227; Billy Redfield. 
226; Martin Begley, 225: Helene Dumas, 
224; John W. Larkin, 224; Alex Seourby. 
224; Howard Claney, %22- Marian 
Sheckley, 222; Robert Dryden, 221: Ferra 
Stone, 221; Gertrude Warner, 221: l.ex 
Damon, 220; Stefan Schnabel, 219; Philip 
Loeb, 217; Joan Shea. 215; Mason Adatas, 
5; Fran Carlon, 215: Florence Free 
man, 215; Mary Jane Higby, 214: Wer- 7 
ren R. Parker, 214; Amanda Randolph, 


214. 

As indicated by the relatively 
light vote, there was little election 
campaigning by either the Indepen- 
dents or the AC. A group of indi- 
viduals in each faction decided on |}! 
its slate of candidates, but except || 
for one letter sent out to the 
membership by supporters of Miss 
Neen the electioneering ended 


Ralph S. Bell, 
Alan Hewitt, 

















Minneapolis—Tony Moe, former 
—— director of KELO, 
Falls, S. D., has been named 








head of promotion and press info Box 7345 
Cat Ward, transferred tenet Vestety, 156 Wen 46h %. 
tion’s sales department. =~ Mew York 19, M. Y. 











e Moe 
tered radio in 1937 at KSOO. 
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Pluggers Suppressing Chi Move 
To Retaliate Vs, Pubs Cutting Down 


National offices of 


the Music¢ 





Publishers Contact Employees | 
wnion acted drastically last week | 
to suppress an incipient movement 
among Chicago members to re- 
taliate against publishing firms! 
that have been cutting down their 
plugging staffs. Mort Schaeffer, 
the union’s midwest regional di- 
rector, was instrucied by New York 
to summon all Chicago cardholders 
to a meeting and warn them that | 
any further pursuit of such tacties 
would put their membership in 
jeopardy. 

The MPCE’s action stemmed 
from a report that certain Chicago 
contactmen had taken it on them 
selves to urge orchestra leaders 
and station librarians to refrain 
from listing the current plugs of 
publishers who have been shear- 
ing their payrolls. Bob Miller, 
MPCE executive secretary, who 
conveyed the national’s message to 
Schaeffer, pointed out to the latter 
that the union was “violently op- 
posed to any form of recrimina- 
tion” and that any behavior which 
was inimical to the union's prestige 
would be met by hauling up the 
self-appointed retaliators on 
charges. 


Mus-Art Tieup 
With GAC Seen 





|stage their 13th annual 


|picture companies, 


j disk industry below the 


Music Men’s 13th PINS 


The Professional Music Men |} 


golfery | 
this year at Bethpage, Farming- 
dale, L. L, on Aug. 18. 

As in the past the music pub- | 
lishers, bandleaders, singers, pho- | 
nograph companies, radio stations, 
ete., donate | 
prizes. 


Carolinas Absorbed 
5,000,000 Records 
Per Year Before Lag 


Charlotte, July 13. 

Before sales went on the tobag- 
gan North and South Carolina, ac- 
cording to Charlotte distributors, 
absorbed 5,000,000 phonograph 
records a year, making the area, 
despite its low income rating, one 
of the most remunerative for the 
Mason- 
Dixon line. Its 7,000 jukeboxes fur- 
ther attest to a high per capita ab- 
sorption in recorded musical fare. 

These distributors report that 
hillbilly and race and jive records 
continue to lead the demand, with 
sentimental ballads running about 
nip and tuck with the latter two 
categories. For example, Decca 
has so far this year sold 54,800 
copies of Ted Weems’ “Heart- 
aches” in the two states, while 








Hypo to Band Bi 


Important figures in the band- 
selling business have expressed the 
opinion that out of the merger of 
the Mus-Art Agency with General 
Artists Corp. could evolve a state 
of competition which would be 
stimulating to the field as a whole. 
With the high-powered personnel 
acquired through the takeover in 
a position to deal in much stronger 
attractions than it had been accus- 
tomed to, the expectation is that 
GAC will now be better able to 
give Music Corp. of America, the 
most powerful agency io the field, 
some real competition. 

Contained in this line of antici- 
pation is the thought that the cali- 
bre of operator as represented, for 
instance, by Russ Faechine, Jack 
Whittemore, and Lyle Thayer, 
M-A partners, can, if reinforced 
with talent and organization, pro- 
duce the sort of ideas which would 
be of benefit to the entire business. 
It is commonly believed among 
band executives that one of the 
things that the business seems to 
be suffering from most is a lack 
of initiative and a tendency to ac- 
cept the situation as just going 
through one of those stages, and 


without trying to crash 
tk the general letdown with 
new 


The feeling now is, and the 
source includes top MCA execu- 
tives themselves, that the GAC 
newcomers will strike out in force- 
fal fashion to bore into many a 
Situation held heretofore exclu- 
sively by MCA by sheer ability to 
interest the hotel operator in new 
ideas on band and floorshow pres- 
entation. With a more potent or- 


Sanization behind them, these same | 


ex-Mus-Artites will also, it is fig- 
ured, be able to bring in other 





5 Tunes for Ballyhoo 


Records has picked 
out five of its current releases on 
which to concentrate a cross- 
country ad campaign, with the 
— co-oping on costs. 

The platters are Toni 
“Candy Stere Blues,” Arthur God- 


frey’s “Turkish Delight,” Doris 
-Buddy Clark’s “It’s Magic, 
Frank Sinatra’s “Just for Now” and 


Jerry Wayne’s “I'd Love To Live 
in Loveland.” 


“Walking the Floor Over You,” a 
hillbilly number, has chalked up a 
sale of 58,000 copies. 
Biggest single draw in this mar- 
ket 
Eddy Arnold, with Southern Ra- 
dio Corp. here having a standing 
order of 12,000 copies, sight un- 
seen; of anything he turns out. 
Close rivals are Capitol’s Tex Wil- 
liams and Decca’s Ernest Tubb. 


Dicker West Orch 
For Strand ‘Bank’ 


Alvy West and his unit are dic- mai 
kering for an appearance with the 





in August. 
first theatre date in the east. 





“PETRILLO MEETS 


Golf Tourney on Aug. 18 P22.” 





WITH RECORDERS 


Despite James C. Petrillo’s turn- 
down last week of the “Institute 
submitted to him by the 
major recording companies, there 
|seemed to be some optimism in 
these quarters that a way will be 


found out of the impasse by the 


| 
| 


end of the summer. That the 
|} American Federation of Musicians 


chief hasn't Shut the door com- 


pletely against acceptance of some 
compromise of the plan was indi- 
‘cated by the fact that Petrillo and 
| members of the record industry 
| committee are slated to meet with- 
\in a few days to draw up a joint 
statement on the union’s reaction 
to the plan. 

There’s a strong belief still 
prevalent that the big turn which 
|will lead to the lifting of the 


| recording ban will take place after 


|Labor Day. 
dropping precipitously in all fields 


Employment has been 
where musicians are employed, 


and the re:soning in these quar- 
ters is that Petrillo, faced with 


(Continued on page 41) 


Jobbers Report 
Slight Increase 
In Sheet-Selling 








Sheet music jobbers report that 
| business has been picking up dur- 
jing the past week. They say that 
jeven though the hike is very slight 


is Victor’s hillbilly warbler, |there’s cause for optimism, prin- 


‘cipally because the jump in the 
‘number and size of orders is not 
‘of a regional but nationwide com- 
| plexion. 

The break in the lethargy which 
had prevailed in sheet music since 
‘early April became first noticeable 
ithe middle of last week, with the 
drift becoming somewhat of a 
— by Monday morning’s (12) 
| The flow of orders is apparently 


“Break the Bank” radio show on ‘not reflecting a concerted interest 
the stage of the Strand, N. Y., late in any particular numbers, or even 
It would be the band’s the top-selling tune, which circum- 


|stance has led to a surmise in job- 


Currently doing a five-a-week ber quarters that dealers have, as 
radio series with Jerry Wayne on the result of a sudden counter 
CBS, West is booked to play a pickup, slid down to bare inven- 
yey return date — Sept. tory and are rushing to replenish | vaudeville went over to the State- 


‘SEE END-OF-SUMMER DISK TRUCE 





BBC Strike Looms As Result of Cuts, 


With Staff Orchs Also Set To Go Out 





RCA 20% Off 
RCA Victor's distribution of 
royalties on pop records for 
the quarter ending April 30 is 
about 20% under what it was 
fer the previous quarier, it was 


revealed last week. It’s the 
first appreciabie drop from 


that company since the record- 
ing business started on its 
boom in the early ‘40s. 

Payments from Decca, Co- 
lumbia and Capitol are not 
due until Aug. 15. 


Irish Musician Setup 
Tangled, With Burn Due 
. To Continent Imports 


Dublin, July € 

With musicians being imported 
from the Continent for Radio Eir- 
eann's symphony orch and other 
‘combinations, local tooters are get- 
ting hot under the collar. Some 
vacancies in radio orchs were kept 
for Lrish citizens, but station of- 
ficials said there was not sufficient 
local talent on tap. Musicians 
eracked back that the pay pros- 
pects weren't so hot either. 

Recent government changes have 
brought a new Minister for Posts 
and Telegraphs (James Everett) 
and as controlling authority for 
radio he’s getting the eye from the 
local Petrillo—Pat Malone, secre- 
tary to the Federation of Irish Mu- 
sicians. 

Malone says he's going to 
straighten out the tangle and is 
getting together with Everett to 
define exact status and conditions 
of employment. A possible pay hike 
and less playing time also are like- 
ly to figure on the agenda for their 
talks. 


Jack Fulton New Bateneesr 


At Chicago Theatre 
Chicago, July 13. 
Jack Fulton takes over the baton 
at the Chicago theatre, making the 
second change within six months 
there. 














He replaces Henry Brandon, who 
took over from Lou Breese when 






























































































































































23 at the Hotel Edison, N. Y ‘their stock. — Lake, Jan. 20. Fulton starts ts July 16. 
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Survey of retail sheet music : E rs 8 § S 
sales, based on reports obtained S 8 } > 2 - 
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and showing comparative sales ul > E A % aks 2\8)4\ | 2 
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wk. wk. Title and Publisher zicoisix eiglifiaiaiag =! s 
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i 1 “Yeu Can't Be Tree” ‘Biitmore) . Se 2 SET we Pe eS are 

> 2 “Weedy Woodpecker” (Leeds)... 1 3 4 2°93 2 297 3 2 2 2 «9 

3 4 “My Happiness” (Biasco).....---- - Bae Ke ws oe SAE ee ae leh UL 

4 3 “Nature Bey” (Burke-VH)....-.--- . +. a7 2 & ©. @.. 4 6&6 6 
5A 7 “Little White Lies” ‘BYC)......-. Re: os a an. 2 ae a. ee Se 
5B 5 “Toolie Oolie Doolie” (CKflarris) FT FT .. S&S 8 - « 5 3 6 6 4 
6  & “Now is the Hour” ‘Leeds)....-.- Sat Poe Sh Bree w 6a ee ae ee 
eR Ri 0m noe RRS WS ETE ee es 
7 6 “Dickey Bird Sone™ (Robbins) ea a 2 8 8 ? 10 | 
8 9 “Haunted Meart” (Williamson). . ke. &s.6 2... .'.. @® ® z3 
9A 15 “Love Somebedy” (Kramer-W)..- -- 6 .- OR 2 -- 4 
SB il “Pat Em im a Box” (Remick). ---- = Ae ee Se, se, Bh me ee as oo  - . 

10 «14 “Sabre Dance” ‘Leeds)........-- Ped sat a ee -- § . = 

ii. 12 “Tea Leaves” (Morris)........--- a a Rae a 2s 0 o. 

———. “Fell Me a Story” ‘Laurel).....-- oc. Ce he ae 6 1 9 

13 “Free in the Meadow” (Shapiro).. -- -- <-- «+ «- 4 7 


London, July 13. 

Cabinet intervention is being de- 
manded by Members of Parliament 
linto the ban on British Broadcast- 
|ing Corp. broadcasts organized by 
the Musicians Union which has 
forced radio chiefs to decide to cut 
the Light Program to five hours a 
day from Aug. 1. 

Unilece the governm@nt steps in 
within the next three weeks, the 
strike will defimitely take place. A 
complete stalemate has been 
reached and no conciliatory moves 
are coming: from either side. The 
union demands a 10-shilling in- 
crease on the present 50s fee for a 
studio broadcast. 

BBC program planners estimate 
they can preserve the Home and 
Third Programs and reduce the 
Light Program to 6-11 p.m. with a 
possible full Light Program on 
Sunday, by the imtreduction of 
Continental broadeasts. But the 
union is keeping its trump cards 
secret, stating only that the cuts 
will be far greater than Broadcast- 
ing House at present imagines. 

Key points are the 10 BBC staff 
orchestras, ranging from the BBC 
Symphony to the Welsh . Light, 
which have as yet been considered 
exempt from the strike. Now it's 
understood the union may call 
them out at the last minute, leav- 
ing the BBC with no orchestras at 
its disposal. 

Both the BBC staff dance-bands, 
conducted by Stanley Black and 
Billy-Ternent, will definitely come 
out on strike, the union says. Orig- 
poe Be “Fad were believed te be ex- 


Himber Would 


Compete With 
Peatman System 


While the Musie Publishers Con- 
tact Employees union and a few 
recalcitrant publishers continue 
locked in an argument over the 
elimination of Dr. John Peatman’s 
method of rating radio song per- 
formances, Richard Himber is mov- 
ing into the field immediately with 
a checking service of his own. The 
bandman claims that he has sold 
several publishers on his method 
of rating plugs, and announces that 
Morty Keith, in the publishing 
business on his own and formerly 
on Chappell’s contact staff, will 
head up the project. Himber has 
tagged it the “RH System.” 

Himber, whese band is now at 





that his pattern for rating radio 
plugs will contain features that no 
other previous method has incor- 
porated. Through his system, 
Himber holds, the publisher of a 
tune will know within two weeks 
whether the aumbep has a chance 
of going somewhere, as compared 
to what he describes as Peatman’s 
much slower method. With Peat- 
man, according to Himber, it takes 
two months before the pub can 
get a broad enough plug picture 
upon which te base an evaluation. 

Himber’s sheet will cover radie 
performances, local and nationally, 
from 8 a.m.to 1 a.m. Ratings will 
be determined according to the fol- 

(Continued on page 38) 


Desmond Sells Eight 
Pre-Ban Disks to MG 


Johnny Desmond has sold eight 
privately-recorded masters to 
M-+G-M Records. He waxed the 
disks last winter, before impesition 
of the AFM recording ban. Deal, 
signed last week, calls for Des- 
mond to get back the money he 
spent to make the records, plus the 
standard royalty on sales. 

Singer currently has two regular 
radio shows, “The Teen-timers”’ 
and Raymond Paige’s “Musicome- 
dy,” and a five-a-week video series 
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Columbia and Decca Records are taking full advantage of Majestic 
Records’ bankruptcy by unshelving old Eddy Howard etchings made 
for them when he was vocalizing with Dick Jurgens’ before the war 
and when he was sideman-vocalizer with George Olsen orch. Columbia 
is releasing an album made by Howard nine years ago along with the 
Jurgens’ platters on which Howard will get 100°% billing. 
digging back even deeper into its oid biscuit barrei, dusting off for 
release the old Olsen platters on which Howard will also get top place- | 
_ Howard, on his own, was credited with just about keeping | 
Majestic diskery going, until label was dragged down into bankruptcy. | 
Obviously, Col. and Decca are seeking to capitalize on Howard's name 


ment. 


and the slack in getting his disks out. 





WMAK, Nashville, in its initial broadcast of its “Star Dust Spin,” 
a disk stanza, raised the question as to what became of a record 
that Dinah Shore and the late Glenn Miller cut in London during the 
war. The job was done in HMV’s studios and the understanding had 
been that the proceeds were to be split between American and British 
Army Relief. The raiser of the query was Edward M. Kirby, program 
v.p. of WMAK, who at the time was a colonel in charge of radio for 
Kirby thinks the master ought to be 
pulled out of the vauit and piatiers made available over here, if only 


vu. S. Army public relations. 


as a collector’s item, 


“I'll Never Smile Again” has replaced “Sierra Madre” as the under- 
side of Decca’s biggest selling disk of the year, “Little White Lies.” 
Label explains that the strategy is not new. 
After “Lies” started on its surge, the-company realized that it not only 
had a smash but a standard seller on its hands, and figured that to help 
prolong the life of this one it would be better to have another former | : : 
In other words, the buyers would have two big songs [preci supper club policy she in- 


waxed by Dick Haymes. 


hit as a mate, 


instead of one. “Smile” was a top seller in 1941. 
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Fists Fly at Meet 


} 
| 
1 


Of AFM’s 802 


For the second time in two) 
weeks a meeting of the member- | 
ship of Local 802, American Fed- | 
eration of Musicians, blew up in a | 
row Monday (12). The bitterness be- | 
tween the regime of Pres. Richard | 
McCann of 802 and the opposing | 
Unity party this time actually cul- | 


minated in sporadic fistfights on) 


the floor. Following the meeting, 
Unity again addressed to AFM 
prexy James C. Petrillo a protest | 
against McCann’s alleged arbitrary 
action in refusing to abide by de- 
cisions made at these membership 
xatherings. | 

The proceedings opened with a 
motion by David Freed censuring 
the incumbent administration for | 
“illegal action by the executive 
board.’ Debate took on a pyrotech- 
nic complexion and McCann sud- 
denly asked for a voice vote on ad- 
journment and then declared the 
meeting at an end. Echoing his 
stand of two weeks previous, Mc- 
Cann asserted afterwards that at- 
tendance had been “packed” by the 
rival party and that anyway, said 
the local's prez, he had yet to hear 
from Petrillo on his (McCann's) 
protest on Unity action of June 
14. At a meeting staged that day 
on the local’s floor the Unity group 
put through a resolution demand- 
ing that the administration restore 
to their jobs four union executives 
who had been fired, and another, 
ordering that MeCann and his co- 
horts refrain from distributing be- 
tween Oct. 1 and Dec. 15 monies 
from the fund allotted 802 by the 
AFM from the latter’s recording 
and transcription royalty fund. 

McCann's announcement that the 
meeting stood - adjourned was 
greeted with boos and catcalls. As 
he and his supporters moved out 
of the Palm Garden meeting hall, 
groups of members engaged in vio- 
lent argument, and in a few mo- 
ments fists were flying. A call was 
put in by some unidentified person 
to a nearby police station, and 
when squad cars appeared on the 
scene the fisticuffs and the general 
uproar had ended. 

McCann has contended that 802's 
executives had every right to dis- 
miss the four men, namely Max 
Arons, Herman Tivin, Henry Mac- 
caro and Al Manuti, on grounds 
they were not performing their 
duties efficiently. On McCann's 
original paeked-meeting protest to 
Petrillo, the latter overruled him 
but deferred acting on the appeal 
against the two June 14 resolu- 
tions. Stand taken by McCann on 
the distribution of the royalty coin 
is that to do otherwise prior to a 
holiday period would be contrary 
to the membership’s best welfare. 


Songsmiths Abroad 
Songsmiths Abner Silver and 
Benny Davis are set for a two- 
month holiday in Europe, taking 
them from London to the Riviera. 
They sail July 23 on the Niev 
Amsterdam, 


























John G. Peatman 
(Director, Office of Research) 
Writes on 
Music and Television 
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MAXINE SULLIVAN SET 
FOR LONDON CASINO 


Maxine Sullivan has _ been 
booked to open at the London 
Casino July 26, taking off by plane 
next Tuesday (20). After closing 
in London singer will play Ireland 
and Scotland. 

She closes at the Penthouse, 
N. Y., and is due back in this spot, 


ne NSS 


Decca is 














troduced successfully, the latter 


part of September. 


Harry Fox Admits He's Stumped = 
On Royalty System for Television 


Efforts of Harry Fox, agent and 





Steel Pier Ballroom 
Burns; 156 Damage 


Atlantic City, July 13. 

| Steel Pier’s Marine ballroom, on 
| far end of structure a quarter of a 
| mile at sea, escaped destruction by 
| fire last week when recently in- 
| stalled sprinkler system automati- 
leally turned in an alarm and 
| blocked fiames until arrival.of fire 
! department. 

Blaze started shortly after 2 a.m., 
while members of Tex Beneke’s 
band were leaving pier. They 
rushed out with firemen and 
grabbed their instruments. Fire- 
men later said damage amounted 
to $15,000, fire starting due to 
cigaret carelessly tossed. 

It was the second fire in a week 
|for George Hamid. Blaze started 
on end of his other pier, known as 
Hamid’s Million Dollar, during 
early hours of June 30. This sus- 
tained little loss. 
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VARIETY a =} al = ‘ 
Survey of retail disk best a Cialis ‘ $ 
sellers, based on reports ob- e aisiti2is a 
tained from leading stores in a sis 5 16) rea 5 
12 cities, and showing com- 2 % 2/12 : if bls = 3 T 
parative sales rating for this 2) Lato. 2 % si §|8 : o 
and last week. = * # 3 ej als & x ¥ E 7 
2/8) 2/214] T)ela| ala |e le] t 
2 sic | 4 | & x 
National Week Ending 12] Slels : E 1 3 : 3 : r 
“e 
“e July 10 EPS LISi Sl Ellas Lie lik] S 
Ss} Ee; F1<) "18 /8is)e/8) 8) 8 
This Last Piel el slel sieBisisislais] 2 
wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title ziclalisisalalialalin l= io|&i s 
KAY KYSER (Columbia) 
1 1 “Woody Woodpecker Song” .... 1 10 #1 .: 2. & eo aie ae 
K. GRIFFIN-J. WAYNE (Rondo 
9-2 “Ben Gente Sous, Met’...... 6. b 3. 3.4838 os 3S eC US 
SPIKE JONES (Victor) : 
3 5 “William Tell Overture” ........ ee 6 2 4 5 54 
DICK HAYMES (Decca) : . 
4 @.. Wide Wiis thet ...0 ccnccud © cuss O78 2 wees 3 52 
DORIS DAY-B. CLARK (Col) : 
5A 8 “Leve Somebody”............... ee ee eC 4 i ..” 2 
JON-SONDRA STEELE (Damon) 
6 “Sie Mepeinee”............-..5. ge ar te ci 1 36 
ANDREWS SISTERS (Decca) 
6 7 “Teolie Oolie Doolie”............ 9 ee wee ke Be Bee 30 
KING COLE (Capitol) ; 
OC — ae 8 — — Oo rey wir. Oe ew Oe et eR 5 27 
PIED PIPERS (Capitol) 
7B -9 “My Happiness”.......-...-..--- > & 6 3 4 2 
AL TRACE (Regent) 
8 12 “¥ou Call Everybody Darling”.... .. 3 3 2 25 
PEE WEE HUNT (Capitol) 
9 10 “2th St. Rag”...........-...-- <4 5 22 
TEX BENEKE (Victor) 
10 11 “St. Louis Blues March” ........ -- -- 8 5 5 15 
ELLA FITZGERALD (Decca) 
11 14 “My Happimess”.........-..----- oi on’ Oe ae ee 3 14 
FREDDY MARTIN (Victor) 
12 11 “Dickey-Bird Song”............._ 7 7. @ 2 13 
DICK HAYMES (Decca) 
13 “It's Magie”............---+--+s $i : - 
MEL BLANC (Capitol) 
14A .. “Woody Woodpecker Song”... -- sts ee c= cS 
PATT! PAGE (Mercury) 
Se eee was crsessecc’ 6 2 fee 10 
ART MOONEY ‘(M-G-M) ; 
15 “Bluebird of Happiness”... ..... 4 Ps ® 
KING COLE TRIO (Capitol) 
16 “Put 'Em in a Box”... ....------ Tyee sss ee OS 8 
PERRY COMO (Victor) 
17A “Haunted Heart”..........------ > ae ae 3s E 6 
BLUE BARRON (M-G-™) 
17B “You Were Only Fooling”......-- 5 6 
LARRY CLINTON (Decca) , 
18A 14 “Dickey Bird Song”. ......-----: aan Og 
NICK DE FRANCES (Col) ; 
18B “Tea Leaves”.......---.---:-::: > $s 
ART MOONEY (M-G-M) se é i 
190A 18 “Baby Face”............-------- a 
ANNE VINCENT (Mercury) 3 : 
19B 15 “You Call Everybody Darling” - 
“GORDON JENKINS (Decca) . ; 
19C 14 “Maybe You'll Be There”... .. — 
seated 10 8 4 
19D ee “Fiddle Faddle”’. led pedi soit hs “7.3 bed 
BULL MOOSE JACKSON (King) a y 
19E . “3 Love You, Yes 1 Do”... -- sil = e 
. : 1 2 3 4 5 
FIVE TOP PROGRESSIVE INSIDE U.S.A. HITS OF OUR EMPEROR WALTZ | ALBUM NO. 3 
JALZ B. Lillie-J. Haley pone Bing Crosby Al Jolson 
ALBUMS | sige Xenon ost 
tol Victor Decca Decca Deeca 
_ r pi 








2 
v 


‘trustee for music publishers on 
mechanieal rights, to collect a fee 
on theatre and 16m film rented for 
| television purposes has, as he ad- 
| mitted last week, met so far with 
‘confusion and frustration. About 
,all Fox has actually accomplished 
is to add to the many worries al- 
|ready piled on video station oper- 
laters. As the result of a communi- 
leation Fox recently circulated 
jamong them, some operators are 
|afraid of becoming involved in 
| litigation over their use of such 
| film. 

| In trying to establish some sys- 
item of asserting his clients’ rights 
in the film being beeked around in 
television, Fox has found himself 
confronted with several perplexing 
problems. The main one has been 
the fact that ASCAP has already 
given such stations the right to 
perform the soundtracks on this 
old film, whereas a number of pub- 
lishers who have instructed Fox to 
get after such usages contend that 
they had not assigned their TV 
rights to ASCAP. Even though 
the mechanical right is separate 
from the performing right, the 
question arises whether stations 
under the circumstances can be 
held liable for the mechanical 
rights of played film. 

Fox's circular letter to video sta- 
tions teed off with the statement 
that it had come to his attention 
that many musical features and 
shorts which were being televised 
had originally been licensed strictly 
for theatre and home use, and that 
the copyright owners involved had 
not included television rights in 
| the license. The letter went on toe 
ask that the station make certain 
when booking musical films that 
the latter are properly covered 
with a TV authorization from the 
music’s copyright owner. ; 


Glad te Cooperate 


Answers that Fox has received 
to date from stations have invari- 
ably to the effect that the 
communicators would be glad to 
eooperate with him if he in return 
would furnish them with a list of 
films that have been properly li- 
censed, or advise them which films 
aren't covered by a TV license, 
This reaction has only servéd to 
stymie Fox more than ever, since 
there is no way in which he can 
aay up with any such informa- 


He hasn't the least idea of the 
films that are being made available 
for television, even though he’s 
certain that in no instance where 
in past years a license was issued 
for theatre or home use did the 
authorization include television 
rights. Fox now admits that all he 
can do is grope his way through 
the situation and perhaps arrive 


himself stymied from proceedings 
through the producers of the films 
themselves since in the majority 
of cases they are now out of busi- 
ness and the films have 
through several ownerships. 


Fox telieves that copyright 
owners can establish order for 
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log of the numbers broadcast 
the name of the film, if such 
the source. 


Rialto, Dixie Sue 4 Star 
Hollywood, July 13. 

Rialto and Dixie Music, both 
New York firms, have filed suit 
against Four Star Records in the 
Los Angeles federal court for a 
total of $63,750 which the two pub- 
lishers claim due them in royal- 
ties. The papers also ask for an 
accounting. 

Dixie, which assigned its claim 
‘to Rialto, states in its complaint 
that Four Star waxed 12 of its 
numbers but made no accounting, 
nor paid any royalties. Rialto’s 
own claim, which names $60,000, is 
for “Sweet Thing,” which Four 


Star used as the underside of the 
| “Deck of Cards” platter. 
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Dinah Shore—“This Is the Mo- 
ment,” “Love That Boy’ (Colum- 
bia). On the basis of “Moment” 
Miss Shore still rates as queen of 
the pop sisterhood. The etching 
is a blend of technical brilliance, 
dramatic wallop and melodic color, 
with all this adding up to a per- 
formance that should tickle the 
disk counter’s carriage trade in a 





My Favorite Five 
By EDDIE GALLAHER 
(WTOP, Washington) 


“Black Moonlight” (Bing 
Crosby). - 

“Night and Day” (Frank 
Sinatra). 

“If I Loved You” (Perry 
Como). 

“Love Is the Sweetest 


Thing” (Ray Noble Orch). 
“Rosenkavalier Waltzes” 
(Eugene Ormandy). 





—_— 


mee 


big way. Sonny Burke’s lush 
string backing rounds out a pro- 
duction that shines with quality. 
Even the mate, a hot rhythm ditty, 
comes over with a sparkle all its 
own. 

Dick Haymes—‘“Every Day I 
Love Lou,” “Hankerin’” (Decca). 
Haymes will have to take a back 
seat when it comes to comparing 
his version of ‘“Hankerin’”’ with 
Gordon MacRae’s, but in “Every 
Day” he’s got what sounds like a 
three-way bellringer (jukes, coun- 
ters and performances). Woven 
into this catchy jingle is a light, 
playful touch that makes it sound 
as though it were written with the 
Haymes personality in mind. 

Gene Austin—“Keep a Knock- 
in’,” “My Blue Heaven” (Univer- 
sal). Objection raised from com- 
petitive quarters about Austin’s re- 
recording of his smash seller of all 
time, “Heaven,” for Universal will 
probably turn out a tempest in a 
teapot. The item on this platter 
that does pack a solid sales nudge 
is the perky “Knockin’”. Les 
Paul’s support is in itself worth 
the price of admission. If the num- 
ber can get the exploitation breaks, 
the Austin tag will again be heard 
frequently around the trade. 


Patti Page— “Ready Set Go,” 
“Gotta Have More Money” (Mer- 
cury). Neither of these comes up 
to the. winning flavor of “Confess” 
and ‘Tomorrow Night.” This 
femme counterpart to Frankie 
Laine is, however, on the way to 
major appointments in her field. 
Her batting average so far runs 
strongly in her favor, Both items 
in the latest release are hard- 
punching rhythm things with a 
Harlem idiom, with the instrumen- 
talizing of the George Burnes 
Quartet on “Ready” really sharp 
stuff. 

Andy Russeli—‘“I Kiss Your 
Hand, Madame,” “Just For Now” 
(Capitol). There’s a swell bundle 
of melody and phrasing in the ro- 
mantic standard and a smooth ex- 
hibit of lyric jungling with Dick 
Redmond’s current number. 

Frankie Carle Orch —‘“I Don’t 
Want to Meet Any More People,” 
“That Five O'Clock Feeling” (Co- 
lumbia). The melody of “People,” 
which Carle likewise inked, is 
slightly reminiscent of “Sunrise 
Serenade.” a facet which in itself 
lends heaps of promise for the 
newcomer. “People” not only 
makes soothing orchestral fare but 
gives Marjorie Hughes a spring- 
board for one of her best vocals to 
date. Nan Wright has the task of 
whipping the words of the coup- 
ling, conventional dance music, by 
contrast, into an attractive roman- 
tic narrative. 

Beryl! Davis—‘‘Where Flamingos 
Fly,” “I’m Waiting for Ships That 
Never Come In” (Victor). Miss Da- 
vis rides the British import with a 
fine sensitivity in both melody and 
phrasing, proving also at her re- 
laxed best. The coupled oldie has 
the benefit of a delightly Toots 
Camarata background. 

Kay Starr—‘Mama Goes Where 
Papa Goes,” “Many Happy Re- 
turns of the Day” (Capitol). 
“Mama,” the type of shout song to 
which she seems to have a strong 
affinity, doesn’t add much to Miss 
Starr’s stature. The stylist, how- 
ever, hits the bullseye in senti- 
mental appeal with the attached 
oldie. There’s no question about 
her power as a heart singer, and 
the only flaw in this si r talent 
is a slight harshness the low 
notes. path to the top might 
be immeasurably eased if she side- 
pene her ae Ss Aga stuff 

specialized ads. 
"i Reberts—“Where Flam- 
“Evelyn” (M-G-M). Si 
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whiiom vocaiist applies a 





Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By Ben Bodec 











neat gloss to “Flamingo” and in- 
fuses the underside with much 





melodic pleasure. Roberts’ sturdy 
baritone seems headed for a snug | 
niche in the business. | 

Nellie Lutcher—‘Cool Water,” | 
“Lake Charles Boogie” (Capitol). | 
The Lutcher lisp performs a slight 
case of mayhem on the haunting | 
strains of the western but is her | 
hurricane groove when she applies | 
her digits to the engaging beat of 
the “Lake Charles” instrumental, 
which she also eleffed. Interpolated 
during the boogie-woogie blitz is 


the information that the number is | 
|} mus 


named after 
born. 


Korn 
Chickens, 


the place she was 


- “Ty 


"oO, 
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Kobbiers nty-five 

Twenty-five Cows,” “I} 
Want To Be a Cowboy in the 
Movies” (M-G-M). “Twenty-Five” 
bears the imprint of solid comedy 
hokum and shouid take big with 
the country trade. The lvric makes 
its laugh points skilltully and the 
melody has a nice, rompy lilt. 
“Cowboy” is less entertaining, with 
the surplus of gunshot effects mar- 
ring the comic possibility of the 


| 
' 


| rests é tie 
the music—and lots of it. 





verses. 

Tommy Dorsey Orch — “Baby, | 
Baby, All the Time,” “Judaline” 
(Victor). “Baby” may not only ring 
up something of a hit for Dorsey 
but swing the spotlight on his staff 
chirper, Lucy Anne Polk. This miss 
with the slightly fogbound larynx 
and sexy style appears to have 
come upon the right song. Anyway, 
she wraps it up in torrid fashion, 
and the.band’s frantic interlude 
imparts an appropriate dash of 
spice to the affair. The flipover 
“Judaline,” with Stuart Foster on 
the vocal, finds Dorsey’s sliphorn 
in a sweetish mood. 


Platter Pointers 


Mary Small (Apollo) pours tonal 
quality and heart appeal into the 
Vic Mizzy-Mann Curtis chant, “My 
Home, My Home,” and doubles the 
good impression in her treatment 
of “Lullaby of the Leaves”... 
Johnny Mercer and the Pied 
Pipers (Capitol) cook up a tasty 
morsel of modern musicality out of 
“Limehouse Blues”... Skitch Hen- 
derson [Capitol) strikes a nobby 
level of dansapation in “Mine,” 
and Nancy Reed’s lyricizing en- 
hances the impact .. . Hall Sisters 
(Victor) reinforce their standing 
as one of the better harmony teams 
of the business with their delivery 
of “A Man Could Be a Wonderful 
Thing” ... Art Mooney (M-G-M) 
makes a pleasing mixture of sweet 
ballading and rhythm pyrotechnics 
from “There’s Music in the Land” 
and “Chillocothe,”. the latter fea- 
turing the Galli Sisters . . . Jeffrey 
Clay (Dana) moves up several 
rungs in the crooner division with 
his ingratiatingly contrived ‘“Isn’t 
It A Crazy World?” The label has 
built up the side into an excellent 
production offering. ; 


| 
| 
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Disk Jockey Review 


EES PEPFAEHOPOPEPOOEOS | 
“THE ELEVEN-HUNDRED CLUB” 
With Joe Mulvihill 
45 Mins., Mon.-thru-Fri., 11:15 p.m. | 
Seitaine | It’s about time the crying towels 
WTAM, Cleveland came out again and the professional 
Against a nightclub atmosphere, | critics started telling once again 
7 rihi - just what is ex- | how Guy Lombardo is pushing back 
Joe Mulvihill does just “ nat is - — —_ erage second agg ig ote 
pected of a late-hour disk show— | 
he plays records with a minimum 
of jabber and alleged comedy. Fre- | dance rhythm. 


Band 


GUY LOMBARDO ORCH (14) 


Lombardo, Kenny Gardner, Don 





Fred Higman, Cliff Grass) 
Hotel Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y. 


quently, he interviews stage or ra-| The professional critics, from a 
dio personalities and his technique strictly musical standpoint, feel | 
keeps the stanzas at a moving, €M-|that Lombardo has long since 
tertaining clip. |passed the accepted standard of 

He employs a somewhat differ-| what a current hit band should 


ent introduction—the sound of a | sound like, and they're again being 
| what too often professional critics 
are inclined to be. They're being 


smug, single - minded, 


ical group warming up. It ar- 
the listener’s attention. Then, | 
Show 




















‘runs 30 minutes three nighis a) Yet, they've got to bow to those 
week. Mark. who count most—the public. The 
_| public has long since professed a 
iii distinct preference for the _ too- 
| - |simple rhythms of Lombardo and 
| Himber System his Royal Canadians. The pubiic 
|comprises the paying customers, 
‘onti from page 35 }in case the pro critics are prone 
—— Continued pag to ferent. 

lowing uses: one point for a sus- | Let’s look at the record. 

taining instrumental, two points; For 20 years Lombardo has been 


for a sustaining vocal, three points | on top. or near it. in the sale of 
for a commercial instrumental and | disks. For 20 years he’s been among 
four points for a vocal on a com- | the top-grossing bands in the hotel 
eal program The logging | dining rooms. And there have been 
: i eaeee . *| radio, pictures, theatres. 
Himber bes. s, td a pga cy Mm | There ‘have been great-grossing 
office organized by Ket i> 1q Outfits through the years, and all 
self, and the service wi € sold | through this period Lombardo, with 
for a fee of $50 a month to adver- | his sticky, corny beat of the rac- 
tising agencies as well as publish- | coon-coat era, has maintained his 
ers. 
subscribers. | spite pee today is accepted as a 
Himber points out that his |P@SS¢ Style. 
method Sai ae a long way toward | b Ng 9 ber a t one ng gg coe 
® nN ican r ‘ fears £0, 
making it unnecessary for contact- eaten ae = There's hardly anv 
men to romance orchestra leaders, | difference in style; today, perhaps, 
and that the point system of his | it’s only a more polished arrange- 
will increase employment among | ment. 
songpluggers since it will need; The insouciant leader is always 
more } : 
leaders and vocalists. The contact-} batoning, and now at the Starlight 


| With Carmen Lombardo, .Lebert 


| that long since Lombardo has been | 
| around with his brand of schmaltzy | 


arbitrary. | 


He anticipates a list of 50 | standing right up there on top de-| 


men to service orchestra a prime draw, with his unaffected | 


men’s main reason for urging the 
discontinuance of the Peatman 
sheet is that rating systems and the 
publicizing of performance reports 
militates against the songplugger’s 
best interests, since radio program 
people have a tendency to pick 
only from tunes on such lists and 
to show a disinclination to accept 
anything that hasn’t been ex- 
ploited sufficiently to make one of 
these weekly sheets. 


Publishers who oppose the dis- 
continuance of the Peatman survey 
argue that it would be presumptu- 
ous for the union or the industry 
to figure that, if such a collectively- 
supported report were put out of 
business, program producers would 
not be open, even to subscription, 
if necessary, to another similar 
service. If the thing is important, 
those who have become accustomed 
to referring to it for guidance will, 
say these publishers, find some 
means to fill their want. 


| Roof of the Waldort, where he's 
| playing one of his frequent repeat 
|! dates, Lombardo can be seen and 
| heard playing to a patronage that 
lone doesn’t find in most dance 
| spots. No swingsters here. There's 
‘hardly any variance in that one- 
| two beat, with that quavering back- 
,ground of loppypops and _ jelly- 
| beans, the kind of sugar-coated con- 
| fection that has lost little taste over 
| the years for the Lombardo prom 
followers of the ‘20s. 


Reviews 


_three sax, tuba and a mellophone. 
Lombardo is in here until Aug. 4. 
| when Freddy Martin comes in, and 


Rodney, Lombardo Trio (Rodney, | there can’t be any question as to 


the biz he’ll do. Not for current- 
|'day youngsters, perhaps, but for 
| the customers who were youngsters 
20 years ago Lombardo still re- 
mains a sock draw. It’s the young- 


| sters of 20 years ago who are keep- 
jing Lombardo in championship 
speedboats. Kahn. 


| JOHNNY GUARNIERI QUINTET 
Claremont Inn, N. Y. 

Long the leader of a trio. pianist 
Johnny Guarnieri expanded his 
crew several months ago to a quin- 
tet. Here at the city-owned Clare- 
mont’s open-air bandstand the 
{tenor sax (Bob Stuart): drums 
|(Frank Garisto), string bass (broth- 
ler Leo Guarnieri) and guitar, (Guy 
Smith) combo is doing a good job. 
It’s a smooth aggregation built 
| around Guarnieri’s pianology, 
|widely known and respected by 
jname-band and jazz musicians 
‘alike. Here, however, the need is 
‘for dance music and Guarnieri and 
|his boys are equally proficient in 
dishing out a waltz as they are at 
a rhumba or samba. But they 
|mnever groove themselves. Guar- 
nieri’s playing points up the fluid 
musicianship. 

It all boils down to a sweet, 
‘highly listenable product that’s 
| equally okay for dancers as well as 
|the dinners. Gilb. 


| CAB CALLOWAY ORCH (7) 
| With Mary Louise 
| Rag Doll, Chicago 

Latest maestro to hit the saloon 
concert circuit with a small combo, 
| Cab Calloway has done so without 
| harm to his brand of musical show- 
'manship. Septet, labeled the Cab 
| Jivers, is made up of two reeds, 
|two brass and three rhythm. Cal- 
loway fronts with his usual jitbug 
routines and roams up and down 
the range in well received vocals. 
All in all, it’s an okay perform- 
| ance. 

Odd fact is that Calloway, so 
long identified with jive, has be- 
|come something of a musical con- 
servative. The motions are still 
there. but musically it’s fairly con- 
ventional stuff. Fronter still lacks 
a novelty song to frame his vocal 
style with the boff provided in the 
| 30's by “Minnie the Moocher.” 

Calloway’s terp-fronting retains 
all its drive and vigor. Songstress 
Mary Louise sells well. And the 
band itself is nicely relaxed. 


Maestro’s go at “Nature Boy” in 
both straight and hoke singing was 
these days, with that wavering Preceded by ballet clowning that 
voice something of his professional 8°t laughs. In “Minnie the Mooch- 
past; brother Lebert on the trum-/ ¢! d he had the aud yelling back 
pet also makes his presence felt, e-ho’s. One of his best is an 
and there are the Lamaparde Trio, |e siltrer dike ges al a 

us Kenn ardner, w sal rero a se- 
ser job of Senoring. ae Don Rec. | rape, slouches on a chair, and ex- 
ney, who baritones in doubling | Changes gags with the pianist. 
'from the guitar. | Baxt. 
The band is comprised of an in- 
|strumentation that’s highly geared 


Brother Carmen Lombardo is 
confining his activities to fluting 











RAY PEARL ORCH (12) 


for the sweet style it has used for 
two decades, including twin pianos, 





guitar, bass, drums, three brass, | 





peserctorre se LO Best 


: a a. WOODPECKER SONG (2) (Leeds)... . cccccessier Kay Kyser........... Columbia z 

- YOU CAN’T BE TRUE DEAR (14) (Biltmore)........... ses GriffinWayne .......... Rondo ¢ 

3. MY HAPPINESS (9) (Blasco) ...... OA a dies adiacae Jon & Sondra Steele.... Damon ¢ 
4. YOU CALL EVERYBODY DARLING (2) (Mayfair).......... eee i. OSS Regent 
5. TOOLIE OOLIE DOOLIE (12) (Chas. K. Harris)............ | Andrews Sisters........ Decca 
(Vaughn Horton ..... Continental 
6. LOVE SOMEBODY (4) (Kramer-W.)................ a eS D. Day-B. Clark .... .. Columbia 
7. WM. TELL OVERTURE (6) (Tune Town) ..... cocecccsvces. Spike Jones ..... o+ee... Victor 
8. LITTLE WHITE LIES (i8) (BVC)......... Sree ake ere {Dick Haymes ........... Decca 
(Tommy Dorsey ......... . Victor 
9. NATURE BOY (13) (Burke-VH)................ Soeeeeces King CON ones ccgnss. Capitol 
10. IT’S MAGIC (3) (Witmark) ............... wack Tyee ....,) Dick Haymes ..... +++... Decea 
ee ee Columbia 

Coming Up 
PUT ’EM EN BOX (Remick) |... Reza cia SG OOM res neycs.. Capitol 
BLUEBIRD OF HAPPINESS (T. B. Harms) ................-.:- Art Mooney ........... M-G-M 
Ba ee were re ee Petty Trio............Universal 
BLUE SHADOWS (Santly-Joy) ..... gb ee but ceasdb chbaka daa was Re Ba re eee Decca 
{Jo Stafford .............Capitol 
HAUNTED HEART (Williamson) Fe ee ee, ee ee ee Como ‘+0 +e-ew beds . VIO 
TELL ME A STORY (Laurel) ...........ccccccccceccscccsecsss Soommy Kaye............Victor 
) Ames Bros..... codesess- -Decce 
Freddy Martin...........Vict 

—— ee (Robbins) Le gseeseensevsrenesseneveenesée} Pane REeSOT fnks v0 sibel dn A sees z 
SERENADE (Leeds) ............... coccccccccccccccccccsccses muaay Clark .........Columbia 
MAYBE YOU’LL BE THERE (BVC) ...........6...eceeee0++e+. Gordon Jenkins.......... Decca 
{ Andrews Sisters.......... Decca 
HEARTBREAKER (Leeds) +e eeeee ere erro ee ee ewer wees | Ferko String Band eyo oe .Palda 
FOR EVERY MAN A WOMAN (Melrose) ............,..00++++- Tony Martin....... Pe Victor 
§ Vaughn Monroe ......... Victor 
MAHARAJAH OF MAGIDOR (Mutual aa lad adit iit i pattie Ra ai Sarat .+...Columbia 
RUN, JOR, RUN (Preview) eet ee eee nae se eC eee eeereeeeeereeeeereee Louis Jordan. ..,...+,.. Decca 
BABY DON’T BE MAD (Paramount) ............... ‘ ey re Frankie Laine ......... Mercury 

(Figures in parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been in the Top 10.1 


Sellers on Coin-Machi 


Week of July 10 
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With Shirley Rae 
Muehlebach Hotel, Kansas City 

Ray Pearl band is becoming a 
landmark around the Terrace Grill, 
| Supper spot of Muehlebach. This 

is fourth consecutive year Pearl 
has done a month’s stand. Outfit 
is long on the sweet and soft style, 
and as such probably can repeat 
annually. Biz is holding up well 
enough with Pearl. 

Pearl’s sweet style is generated 
by three reeds, two trumpets, two 
trombones, bass horn, guitar, piano 
and drums. Saxes carry the lead, 
setting pace on volume, a happy 
arrangement for this room. Other- 
wise the ¢trew is pretty much 
standard business-man bounce. 

Pearl goes in for emphasis on 
vocals, with at least five hands who 
can handle the mike. Shirley Rae 
chirps both ballads and rhythm 
numbers in moderately good style. 
She’s the fifth femme vocalist with 
the outfit within the past year. 
From the side men, Pearl can call 
Eddie Santini, Pat Boffman, Bob 
Hardy and Pat Herman for vocals. 
Santini and Boffman divide rhythm 
and novelty numbers, Hardy and 
Herman handle ballads. There's 
considerable getting together be- 
tween these four for duo, trio and 
quartet work, widely varying the 
band’s vocal fronting. 

Leader works hard on the stand, 
a house requisite here, and crew 
sums as well-rounded for hostelries 
and ballrooms. Quin. 





Spike Jones’ New Tour 


Hollywood, July 13. 

Spike Jones starts a new tour in 
late August after a two-week hon- 
eymoon in Honolulu with his bride, 
songstress Helen Greco. 

Bandleader opens at the Cal- 
Neva lodge, Las Vegas, Aug. 27, 
and then has a series of dates on 
the Coast up to Oct. 1, when 
“Spotlight Revue,” the CBS airer. 
resumes, 
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TEX BENEKE ART KASSEL JOHNNY MERCER 

MINDY CARSON —_ BEATRICE KAY VAUGHN MONROE 

DICK HAYMES = KORN KOBBLERS ART MOONEY \ \ 

HARRY JAMES = GUY LOMBARDO JO STAFFORD ; $ 
GORDON MacRAE 


PITOL — COLUMBIA — DECCA — MERCURY — MUSICRAFT — MGM — VICTOR RECORDS 





HARMS, INC. REMICK MUSIC CORP 
Harry Garfield, Prof. Mgr : Johnny White, Prof. Mgr 
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Anserican Publisher of ‘Intermezzo 
Sued on Film Deal, Accounting 


Carl Gehrmans Musikforlat, orig- | 
inal publisher of “Intermezzo,” | 
brought suit in N. Y. federal court | 
last week against Edward Schu- 
berth & Co., charging the latter 
with failure to account for royal- 


that Musikforlat was to receive 
from Schuberth 50% of all royal- 
ties of the song derived from pub- 
lic performance for profit, and fur- 





The Peatman Annual Survey of Song 
Hits withthe Largest Radio Audiences 


(July 1, 1947, to July 1, 1948) 


The 35 song hits with the largest radio audiences are listed below in order of the total ACI points 
| received in the Audience Coverage Index surveys during the year. (Songs in stage or film productions 


ther stated that the Swedish pub-! gre indicated. Songs currenily active are marked with an asterisk.) 


lisher was to retain all picture | 







































































































ties on the tune as well as wrong-| rights. Schuberth also was to make ede ——- 
fully licensing Republic Pictures’ | twice-yearly earning statements to : = * : : nt : s 
use of the number. A declaratory Musikforlat. — ~~ - os: petal ag ee — 
judgment is sought. | But, according to the complaint,| 9 23.472 23 “But Beautiful” The Road to Rio” . Burke & Van Heusen 
_“Intermezzo,” best known as the Schuberth has failed to make an| 3 21.188 2 \ “Ballerina” Jefferson 
title song from the Ingrid Berg-| accounting since March 31, 1947,| 4 19.670 27 “You Do” “Mother Wore Tights”. Bregman-Vocco-Con: 
man-Leslie Howard film some and further violated the pact by| 5 19.587 21 “Four-Leaf Clover”’....... ge he tie! Remick 
years ago, Was published | by the negotiating the Republic Pictures | 6 19,021 28 “I Wish I Didn’t Love You So” “Perils of Pauline” Paramount 
Swedish firm in 1939 as “Souvenir jicensing deal. On May 1, 1948,| 7 18,949 26 “Serenade of the Bells” sy ‘ Melrose 
de Vienne.” Written by Heinz Pro- Musikforlat notified the defendant 8 17.855 24 “Golden Earrings”... _...“Golden Earrings” Paramount 
vost, the tune was transferred to! that it was cancelling the agree-| 9 17,766 20 “How Soon”........ Supreme 
Schuberth, which received the | ment as of May 5, but the plaintiff's | 49 17.653 20 Rear. You” . doit. nsecea a. ee Supreme 
cons pond = — a prewar claims were disputed. Whereupon | 14 16,661 28 “Best Things in Life Are Free”... “Good News” Crawford 
deal entered into by the two com- | the Swedish pub asked a declara- | 19 16.491 18 “Manana” ae a Es Barbour-Lee 
panies. tory judgment to determine its/| ;3 16,245 18 “T’ll Dance at Your Wedding”...... George Simon 
Original agreement stipulated | rights. 14 16,070 20 “Beg Your Pardon”.. . Robbins 
= 15 16,043 22 “So Far” Ue eee ce “Allegro” . Williamson 
16 14,994 18 ***Haunted Heart”. . “Inside U.S.A.” Williamson 
17 14,804 26 “Feudin’ and Fightin’ ” bee Chappell 
18 14,684 20 “Civilization” ee ee “Angels in the Wings”. E. H. Morris 
In The Big City 20c* ; 19 14,336 31 “Almost Like Being in Love” “Brigadoon” Sam Fox 
LISTEN WINS. He <alls his shows “a R 20 13,679 21 *“Nickey-Bird Song’”’. ... "3 Daring Daughters”. . Robbins 
TO pme_.o¥e ve dee jay, Jack = a 21 13,267 21 *“You Were Meant for Me” “You Meant for Me”... Miller 
Listen To Lacy “NG. Me Bi a ee 22 12,779 16 « ~ And Mimi” Shapiro-Bernstein 
LACY < well versed in audience participation 23 12.580 20 “Peg o’ My Heart”....... Le Robbins 
. ; 24 12,541 21 “What'll I Do” Seas ve Oa. Dee Bis Cry” Berlin 
JACK LACY 25 12'309 15 *“Baby Face”............... 00. Remick 
| 26 12,055 11 it OS 5 il rr ar ara Burke & Van Heusen 
27 11,870 19 “Papa Dance With Me”.......... “High Button Shoes”. . E. H. Morris 
28 11,819 15 *“T aroo Laroo Lilli Bolero” phir A all ee . Shapiro-Bernstein 
29 11,655 22 *“Tell Me a Story” Laurel 
30 11,501 20 ‘How Lucky You Are” Peter Maurice 
31 10,791 18 *“Sabre Dance’”’.. enpet th wleahiatidl aracdth God te See ss Rk Leeds 
32 10,694 21 I WY Cie) IOTIOCE sn. <3 + & 5 40s 3b ols ace GER ee wey ae ee Harms 
33 10,372 25 NNER Pig ee os aks died madnic wed eae speed i Miller 
34 10,204 20 “Lady From 29 Palms” Martin 
35 10,031 15 **Toolie Oolie Doolie” Chas. K. Harris 
Issued with copyrighted ACI SURVEY for week ending July 8, 1918 OFFICE OF RESEARCH, INC, 
FAVORITE STANDARDS OF 1947-1948 SEASON 
The 35 standards with the largest radio audiences are listed below in order of the total ACI points 
- received in the ACI surveys during the year, July 1, 1947, to July 1, 1948. 
Number of 
Total Weeks in 
Rank ACI Points ACI Survey Song Title Publisher 
1 7,886 34 “Begin the Beguine”’..... Harms 
2 5,839 24 “Blue Skies ee ae Berlin 
3 4,640 19 “Just One of Those Things’”.......... Harms 
4 3,628 18 “Night and Day” eee s kéens aes .. Harms 
5 3,504 14 “Smoke Gets in Your Eyes” ee ey ae T. B. Harms 
6 3,489 1s “What Is This Thing Called Love’’....... ... Harms 
7 3,185 17 “Has Tut’. .......... lager ee _. Mills 
8 3,173 15 aut GED PRED “WOU ALO. kbs 0:4s'oc0 kp cw klobash even. Z 
e 9 3,148 2 SE I 7.5 57 9, 5.5 584.6! @ ord. oe binra ere ade a Le ee ee 
i0 2,937 12 EE RE 5 5a SEE 09 knee Res 8 kes 0d o> 2 RR Harms 
Connie ll 2,858 13 NOS 25 alo GAD b.s e ROT Ska hoon 4b54% 80.0 e bbb a eee es Famous 
12 2,750 10 <« 8 i ee rere ae Harms 
13 2.734 11 Temptation’ Pine ee aistey 8 aik hie ee TE Ee TAY © I Robbins 
; ' 14 2,539 1 9 PEIN S oi o0 hae yok hi by ee one 2 PED oho ve ce a Harms 
15 2,518 9 “Alexander’s Ragtime Band”....:....................... Berlin 
16 2,494 11 ro a Du dle t cae. Eee Harms 
17 2,329 6 . & - ~ ORR Reinet mee tien 1 dni T. B. Harms 
18 2,321 13 “Where or When”...........__ ax Seabees ogee a T. B. Harms 
: 19 2,278 10 NT ee ok vcs acaccecccdbh ons Harms 
on Sig 15197 20 2,243 11 I My 20, 6s 6 os ec iy tices cxvssnd adh coat Harms 
: 21 2,178 12 PU TT ke cc cecc cc ccu lace tc edb c Chas. K. Harri 
22 2/064 10 oR a RR RRR Sate lal laa 
23 2.000 4 “Take Me Out to the Ballgame”..................... toa -Broadwa 
24 1,958 7 “Falling in Love With Love”........... if Cha me 
= a 7 “summertime” ....:..,.- wel th eed et es ‘Chappell 
847 8 “J Gan’t Give You Anything B re Baby”......... = 
27 1.784 8 in Mie ae 7 
28 1,694 9 _. | *~ Gag cte aE GRERRe te gee ae ee Berii 
29 1,684 8 “Man I Love” .......... Leta anMtewes. (Rade Sealine 
30 1,658 8 “Someone to Watch Over Me”........................ mae 
31 1,640 9 “Oh Lady Be Good”.......... sir satiate ee ee ae seo 
1,628 “On the Sunny Side of the Street”.................. acc 
7 33 1,613 5 “April Showers” (also oummelt Puinsies ORR Ss” Bae he: — iro-Bernstein 
34 1,548 3 “June Is Busting Out All Over”..............000 0 “aa 
35 1.495 8 “Yesterdays” ......... fees) aes hae oo 
Issued — epee ACI SURVEY for week ending July 8, 1948 OFFICE OF RESEARCH, INC. 
GRANZ T0 PROMOTE 32 /consin, and several other midwest 
| educational emporia. 
KENTON D ATES INF | Deal with Granz does not pre- 
| clude Kenton bashing for other 
Hollywood, July 13. | Promoters. He'll work a date for | 
Stan Kenton band will be pro- Ka 1 Whittig, operator of Pla-Mor, | 
moted in 32 jazz concerts during | “geay City, and has promised to 
September and October by Nor- P/@Y 4 pair for Herb Carlin, man- 
man Granz, but it’ll be strictly | Fea of Chicago Civic Opera 
rt me in tank towns. They ~?™S®: - 
wi e blared in key towns east Carlin will toss hi i in | 
of, ge Rockies, and on ig date some Chi spot A may compe ongined LET A SMILE BE 
orch is reportedly getting $1,500 manages. He’s credi i >| 
guarantee against 60% of the ‘helping Kenton pogo $1000 | YOUR UMBRELLA 
| Sross. | gross for single concert last winter eee in 20th Century-Fox’s 
Granz will get no billing nor but Opera House ‘reaped the big|f mie mucie 
will his old tagline, “Jazz at The |PYOfits, Carlin being just on a|fieis me... “— ts 19 
Philharmonic,” be used, according @lary. | — es 
tctetrm fhehdeltaon === osm — 
a only ey te of his aggre- | _ . 
gation can postered, so Granz ° 
will act merely as publicist on The Top Favorite 
°Perators | dates. 
Unusual aspect is that some of | M y iH A Pp Pi N E ty § 
> ¢ i peaking: are two-niters, — in | 
azz concert promotions. Kenton L Betty Peterson 
ae ap gy 15-16 Th Philadel- — : All M a ee 
phia; 17-18, Carnegie Hall, N. Y.; aterial Available 
Th records 19-20, Boston; Oct. 27-28, Balti- 
mare. ‘These mre towns where Ken- BLASCO MUSIC, INC. 
‘df r cclus nat artists on wow biz last season. Other Raltimore 
dates include Yale, Michigan, Wis- — Kansas City, Me. 
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Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 








Ween ‘Fass’ Onn 
eeka "as ‘overs 
Rand Hotel Played Week On Date 
Xavier Cugat...... Waldorf (400; Pree eee 6 3,195 18.765) 
Skitch Henderson. . Pennsylvania (500; $1-$1.50).... 2 1.300 
Ray Eberle*....... New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50).... 10 1,310 
Johnny Pineapple. Lexington (300; $1-$1.50) ......87 775 
Lawrence Welk... . Roosevelt (400; $1-$1.50) ..... 17 1,500 

‘armen Cavallaro** Astor (700; $1-$1.50) .......... 8 3.515 

* New Yorker, ice show. 
¢* Dick Jurgens replaced Monday (12). 

Chicago 

Chuck Foster (Boulevard Room, Stevens, 650; $3.50 min.-$1 cover). 
Ice show grosses melted In warm weather. Fair 3,000 

Ray Morton (Mayfair Room, Blackstone, 300; $3.00 min.-$2 cover) 
Kay Thompson and William Bros. Sock 3,700. 

George Olsen (Beaciwalk, Edgewater Beach; $1.50-$2.50 min.). Terrif 


Monday (5) crowd of 6,200 added up to sensational 17,000 


Florian ZaBach ‘Empire Room, 
cover). 


Palmer House, 550: $3.50 min.-$1 


Packed opening day (8) for summer revue headed by Liberace | 


and closing for Hildegarde (7) gave room fine 4,300. 





Los Angeles 


Miguelite Valdes ‘Ambassador, 900; $1.50-$2). 


Jan Garber (Biltmore; $1-$1.50). 


Fair 2,300 tabs. 
Solid 2,900 covers. 





Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Chicago) 


Marty Gould (Chez Paree; 500; $3.50 min.). 


(9) to sardine-tight room. Gigantic 


Henry King ‘Aragon; $1-$1.15 adm.) 
10,000 
(Blackhawk; 500; $2.50 min.). 


(5th) helped along to satisfactory 
Al Trace 
build-up to oke 2,400. 


George Winslow (Trianon; $1-$1.15 adm.). 


Danny Thomas debuted 
6,000. 
One-nighter of Griff Williams 


Catching on under 


Rey (5th) sparked ticket take to neat 12,000. 


(Las Angeles) 


Buddy Rich and Helen Forrest ‘Palladium B.. 


Very big 11,200 callers. 


Desi Arnaz ‘Casino Gardens B., Santa Monica, 2nd wk.). 


takers. 


Hollywood ist wk.). | 




















something te reduce the 
number, will by that time apply 
himself diligently to evolving a 


method that will leave his union 
with at 


doing 


panies have at no time been ad- 
verse to continuing the system of 


paying the AFM a royalty on all | 


records manufactured, and the “In- 


See End-of-Summer Truce 


Continued from page 35 


least a sizeable chunk of |AFM to benefit from the royalties | 


the royalty pie. The recording com- | 














TELL ME 
A STORY 


LAUREL MUSIC CO. 


1619 Broadway 
New York 


TOMMY VALANDO 
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Featured in M-G-M’'s 
“BIG CIiTy™ 


DONT 
BLAME 
ME 


Music by... 


JIMMY McHUGH 
ROBBINS 























The Nation's 
Biggest Request Song 


I'd Give 
A Million 
Tomorrows 


(For Just One Yesterday) 
OXFORD MUSIC CORPORATION 














1619 Ireedwey, New York 











(stitute Plan” had been presented 
that it fell within 
the precincts of the Taft-Hartley 
|Act and lawfully permitted the 


;on the premi 


that the recorders would pay into 
this plan. 


| acceptance of the “Institute” is 
that the disbursement of the funds 


would be left to a three-way group 
(industry, union and public) on 
which the AFM would have but a 
minority vote. It is believed among 
recorders that this stumbling block 
may have its solution in an under- 
standing on who is to be appointed 
'to the board of trustees. 


Meanwhile, Rep. Fred Hartley 
(R., N. J.), co-author of the act, 
has become interested in the fact 
that the recording and music pub- 
lishing businesses have become 
victims because of the restraints 
imposed by the act upon the AFM, 
and he is getting actively into the 
situation. He feels that he can 
work out a settlement which could 
|be consistent with thé tenets of the 
labor law. 





Hartley Unaware 


Hartley declared last week that 
he had not been aware of the 
leconomic harm that the act had 
| caused the music business. as a 
| whole. The situation, he said, had 
‘been brought to his attention by 
ithe radio and television interests. 
| The Jersey representative 
ibeen told that the 
‘dollar phonograph recording com- 


press 


Holiday guester of Alvino | 


| 
| 


Main impediment to the union's 





| 


| 


Good 6,600 | 





|panies, recognized for their honest 
/business methods and accurate ac- | 


icountings, were barred by 
|AFM ban from carrying on, while 
bootleg outfits across the country 
| were cashing in on their scavenger 
‘opportunities. It was explained to 
{Hartley how jukebox “mobs,” un- 
;derwriting overnight labels, were 
‘supposedly marketing “Mexican” 
or “Cuban-made” recordings, but 
‘which were actually done by scab 
| musicians in the States. The a cap 
|pella and harmonica-backgrounded 
|platters, he was also informed, 
were not helping to lessen the 
' widespread unemployment. 

He was likewise advised of the 
‘formula that the major diskers 
|have submitted to Petrillo but that 
ithe AFM head had rejected it since 
jhe has his eye on getting Con- 
i gress. to rewrite the copyright law 
so as to make provisions for mus!- 
cian control over jukebox and disk 
jockey performances. Hartley 
feels that he can solve the im- 
passe between Petrillo and record- 
ers, pointing out that he, as co 
author of the’ act, should know 
whether it’s “flexibie.” 





the | 


had ; 
multi-million- | 


} 
| 
| 
| 





B-VH, Morris Sued 
In Contract Breach 


A $15,600 breach-of-contract 
damage suit against Hometown 


2.745 | Music Co. came to light in N. Y. 
13,685 | SUpreme court last week when Sid- 
78,225 | ney 


Prosen moved to examine 


25,425 | Burke & Van Heusen, Inc., a Home- | 
21.119 | town stockholder. Also a defendant | 





in the action is Edwin H. Morris, | 


Inc., which 
catalog. 

In 1947, according to the com- 
plaint, Prosen entered into an 
agreement with Hometown where- 
by he was to be its general man- 
ager for five years at $75 weekly. 
However, he claims, he was fired a 
later. Plaintiff alse asks 
counsel fees. 


took over the B-VH 


vear 


8 Victor Execs Now Sit in Judgment 


On Tunes Submitted for Disking 


RCA Victor introduced on Mon- 
day (12) a new wrinkle in song- 
picking. Publishers are now re- 
quired to submit their new tunes 


before a committee of eight Victor | 


executives, -of whom Jack Hall- 


strom is the chairman. 

At the initfal meeting of the 
committee Monday the pubs were 
quizzed in detail about each sub- 
mitted manuscript. The questions 
dealt with the overall plans which 


the firm had for the song; for in- | 


stance, whether the latter had been 
as yet recorded by anyone abroad, 
or whether it was scheduled as a 
,No. 1 plug tune. 

| The committee includes repre- 
'sentation from the artists and rep- 
'ertoire department, the pop sales 
department, the hillbilly reper- 
toire recording division, hillbilly 
sales department, foreign recording 
division and the general publicity 
department. Intent of this song- 


(Continued on page 42) 














WERE WAS ALITTLE GENERAL 





+S 
AND 





These HITS in’ Manuscript 


‘WATCH THAT FIRST STEP” 
Did you hear Arthur Godfrey do it? 


“THE CANNIBAL’S MENU” 
Jack Smith's audiences eat it up. 







MUSIC PUBLISHIN 
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400 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YO 
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For Sales Boston Music Co., 116 Boylston St., Beston, Mess. 
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aa aad 
— Songs with Largest Radio Audience 
New York boc ioture here in December for hgs Wi arges a 0 
Millis Music acquired North) ee ae Thirty songs of the week (more in case of ties), based on the 


American rights to “Dream of 
Olwen,” a British bestseller pub- 


lished 
Wright... 
cert violinist who recently 
Columbia Records’ George Avak- 
ian, is a Victor recording artist 

. DeLuxe Records now 
changing masters with Day Dis- 


tributing of Los Angeles. Platters | 


of both firms will be reieased 
simultaneously in the east 
west as a result of the deal... 
N. Y. Local 802, American Fed- 
eration of Musicians, 
concert for patients at the Bronx, 
N. Y., Veterans Hospital Monday 
(12). A 50-piece symphony orch 
under direction of Ray Block was 
paid by the AFM’s Recording and 
Transcription Fund . . . Composer 
Alex North cleffed two new works 
for clarinet. Tagged “Revue” and 
“Pastime Suite,” the pieces 
published by Mills Music.’ 





Hollywood 


Dick Haymes opens at Roxy 
theatre, New York, starting July 
28 ... Elliot Lawrence signed with 
Columbia pix for a series titled 
“Thrills of Music.” Disk jockey 
Freddie Robbins set to m.c. films 
featuring Lawrence band _ with 
Alan Dale and Mindy Carson han- 
dling vocals .. . Frank Skinner as- 
signed to score “Family Honey- 
moon” at U-I ... Frankie Laine 
inked for fortnite starting Sept. 21 
at Fairmont, Frisco. Peggy Lee- | 
Dave Barbour combo will follow 
for two weeks . . . Clark Dennis 
and Virginia Maxey inked to ap-| 
pear in the Charlie Barnet mu-| 
sical short now lensing at U-I.. . | 
Miklos Rosza began recording his 
score for Harold Hecht-Norma 
Productions’ “The Unafraid,” at 
U-I with a 75-piece orchestra... . | 
Joe E. Lewis booked for fortnight | 
at El Rancho, Las Vegas, Sept. 15. | 
Stand will be comic’s only western | 
stand next season. Herschel Gil-| 
bert inked to arrange the Heinz ' 
Roenheld score for Harry Popkin | 
production for UA, “My Dear Sec- | 
retary.” ... Perry Como concludes | 
role in Metro’s “Words and Music” | 
this week, trains back to N. Y. | 
July 18 and will lay off rest of | 
summer until his Chesterfield air- | 
er resumes in fall over NBC. Como 


in England by Lawrence) 
anahid Ajemian, con-! 
wed | 


inter- | 


and | 


sponsored | 


are | 


} 





Chicago 

Ray Morton orch reopens the 
Blackstone hotel's Mayfair Room 
Sept. 10, following summer shut- 
| tering this week .. . Rose Murphy 
into the Rag Doll July 23, follow- 
ing Anita O’Day, who opened 
Tuesday (13). Louis Jordan’s Tym- 
pany 5 set for Aug. 20... Savoy 
ballroom, sepia entertainment cen- 
ter here for almost 20 years, 
closed Thursday (8) when _ the 
| State of Illinois moved in. Loca- 
| tion will be remodeled for unem- 
| ployment compensation offices... 
| Estelle Weinberg switching from 
| Santly-Joy to Advanced . . . Toot’s 
| Mayfair in K. C. has dropped its 
|mame policy until fall . . . George 
| Winslow’s orch shifts from the 
| Aragon to the Trianon July 26. 
|. . . Ray Pearl into Kennywood 
! Park, Pittsburgh, for two weeks 
| starting July 19 ... Florian Zab- 
ach’s orch anchored at the Empire 
|Room of the Palmer House until 
;} Sept . .. Orrin Tucker at Elitch 
i Gardens, Denver, July 21-Aug. 5 
|. . . Don McGrane into the Bis- 
marck hotel’s Walnut Room Tues- 
| day (13) for four weeks ... Tony 
| DiPardo’s orch closes at the Forest 
/ Park Highland hotel, St. Louis, 
| July 24 and opens two days later 
|at Shreveport’s Washington-You- 
. Benny Miller now 
Music ... Benny 
Strong crch into the Boulevard 
Room of the Stevens hotel Fri- 
day (16). 


Detroit Juke War 


Detroit, July 13. 

Detroit police laid down the law 
to the jukebox industry here Satur- 
day (10) when they threatened to 
remove jukes from 4ll Detroit tav- 
erns if any further violence ap- 
peared out of their operation and 
maintenance. 


The ultimatum was handed dis- 
tributors, union maintenance offi- 
cials and operators after the 
stench-bombing of a hotel, five tav- 
erns and a restaurant Friday (9) in 
a flareup that appeared to be a 
jukebox war in the making. 


ree hotel . . 
|with Laurel 
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MUSIC 


FOR LYRICS! 


Good or bad this is my favorite kind of lyric. If any 
music publisher or music writer thinks it “good,” I'd 


be glad to hear from them 


This Spring, lil Hear a Robin Sing 


VERSE 


This Spring, I'll hear a robin sing 


In the pear tree blossoming 
And I'll be remembering 
Your love and everything 





That love and springtime used to bring. 


CHORUS 
This Spring, maybe-the last 


for me, 


So let4t-pass sweet with memory 


Let me-hear a robin sing, and find again the stars 
While the breeze a whispering, reminds the heart of 


Oh, if this Spring should bring, you remembering - 
Then the robin and I, both would sing. 


VERSE 


And I'll be a wondering 
If you are remembering 
Our love and everything 


ase watch for ads in other 





above me 


one so lovely. 





This Spring PU hear a church bell ring 


That Spring and lovetime used to bring. 


P. S. STALLINGS, BOWIE, TEX. 


ij Notice: This ad, title and lyric are being copyrighted. | 


National ‘Theatrical Magazines. | 


copyrighted Audience Coverage 


A Tree In the Meadow ae 
Baby Don’t Be Mad at Me... 
Baby Face + 

Beyond the Sea . ' 

Blue Shadows On the Trail—7**) 
Crying For Joy . 

Don’t Blame Me 

Haunted Heart—*“Inside U.S.A 
I May Be Wrong 


It’s You Or No One 
Little White Lies 
Long After ‘Tonight 


Love Somebody ......... 
My Happiness 
Nature Boy 
Now Is-the Hour 
P. S. I Love You 


coseeoerweseeoosnevere 
eee eee eee eee eereee 


Sabre Dance. ...33.«. 8... “ 


Steppin’ Out With My Baby—**‘ 
-y DC, Se eee 
We Just Couldn’t Say Goodbye 
Woody Woodpecker ore 

You Can’t Be True Dear ... 




























Dr. John G. Peatman, Director. 


A Bed Of Roses . 
A Boy From Texas .... 


Bride and Groom Polka .. 
Delilah 
Dream Girl—*“Dream Girl” 
Dream Peddler . 
Dolores 
Encore Cherie . 
Ev’ry Day I Love You ........ 
Fiddle Faddle 
Home .... 


eorseseseve 


ee ee ee ee ee | 


I Went Down To Virginia 
Just Because ..... re 
Laroo Laroo Lilli Bolero 
Little Girl 


Pecos Bill—7‘‘Melody Time” 
Take It Away 
Toolie Oolie Doolie 
What Do I Have To Do—7‘Are 
Yours 





* Legit Musical. + Filmusical. 





eer 





8 Victor Execs 


Continued from page 41 








i nenhaeneeiell 
picking setup, it was explained, is 
to apprise every segment of the or- 
ganization concerned with prepar- 
ing, selling or publicizing of -an 
etching of everything connected 
with a song even before it goes 
into production. 

No indication was given at Mon- 
| day’s gathering what Victor’s own 





being offered. An inquiry as to 
where such tunes may be recorded 
was received with dead pans. No 
committal of any sort was made. 

The only other committee idea 
for song-picking recalled was one 
that the late E. F. Bitner intro- 
duced in the early part of his 
career as general manager of Leo 


writers, but he learned in quick 


of pitching their songs to pubs as 
quickly as completed and not wait- 
ing for a weekly audition. After 
losing out on several tunes that be- 
came big hits, Bitner abandoned 
the committee arrangement. 








Tops of the Tops 
Retail Disk Seller 
“Woody Woodpecker” 
Retail Sheet Music Seller 
“You Can’t Be True, Dear” 
“Most Requested” Disk 
“You Can’t Be True, Dear” 
Seller on Coin Machines 
“Woody Woodpecker” 
British Best Seller 

“Galway Bay” . 





Broadcast Over Radio Networks. Publishe 
search, Inc., Dr. John G. Peatman, Director. 


Survey Week of July 2-8, 1948 


I’d Give a Million Tomorrows .. . 
Only Happens Dance With You— 
It’s Magic—*“‘Romance On High 


Love Of My Life—i“The Pirate” ..... 


Put ’Em In a Box—7*“Romance On Hig 
Rhode Island Is Famous For You—*‘‘Inside U. 


Serenade (Music Played On a Heartstring) me oa 
‘Easter Parade’... 


A Fella With an Umbrella—* “Easter Parade” 
Better Luck Next Time—7‘“Easter Parade” 


Hooray For Love—7“Casbah” .... 


It’s a Most Unusual Day .......... 


Nobody But You .... i 


| immediate plans were with num-| 
bers it might select from those 


Feist. His committee used to meet | 
Monday mornings and listen to. 


time that writers were in the habit | 


Index Survey of Popular Music 
d by the Office. of Re- 


Shapiro-B 
_,, Paramount 
. Remick 
Chappell 
Santly-Joy 
soe Monaco 
,. Warren 
. Williamson 
Advanced 
., Oxford 
” Berlin 
Witmark 
Fa ee Remick 
.. BVC 
_, Broadcast 
_. T. B. Harms 
Kramer-W 
an Blasco 
Burke-VH 
Leeds 
Drees eciee LaSalle 
h Seas” _.. Remick 
S.A.”. Crawford 
...,.. Leeds 
Duchess 
Berlin 
... Laurel 
Words-Music 
Leeds 
Biltmore 


felody Time” ...... 
i“Easter Parade 
Seas” 


soar 


The remaining 20 songs of the week, based on the copyrighted 
Audience Coverage Index Survey of Popular Music Broadcast 
Over Radio Networks. i ublished by the Office of Research, Inc., 


Ls. SA Re, ee Johnstone-M 
...... Shapiro-B 
Feist 
Feist 
Simon 
Encore 
Famous 
Southern 
Famous 
... Miller 
., Harms 

. Mills 
Mills 
Melrose 
Jefferson 
.. Robbins 
.. Leeds 

. Shapiro-B 
Leeds 
Duchess 
Santly-Joy 
Pemora 
woesa, OC. &. Marris 
BVC 
Marks 


weer 
$e €He 6 & 8 0 6 6H 25R89 * 


You With It” 


eee eee eeeee see aeense 


WRITERS ON ‘RUM’ 


A decree permanently enjoining 
| Leo Feist, publisher of “Rum and 
Coca-Cola,” as well as the song’s 
| writers from infringing upon the 
West Indian composition, “L’ Annee 
Passee,” controlled by Maurice 
Baron, was signed last week by 


/N. Y. Federal Judge Simon H. Rif- | 
| kind. The court several weeks ago » 


| upheld Baron’s claim that the 
“Rum” melody was lifted from his 
| “Passee.” 


In signing the decree, Judge Rif- 
Kind also ordered an accounting 
_and ordered Feist to surrender in- 


fringing copies of “Rum” to be de-. 
| Stroyed. Evidence of damages sus- | 


| tained will be taken by special m 
ter Francis J. Quillinan. ener 


INJUNCTION YS. FEST 


| CRestview 1-5254 COlumbus 56-7880 


vooeeeeere | RISING ‘ARCHES’ BIG 


SURPRISE FROM BRIT. 


Recently introduced in the U. S. 
/market minus ballyhoo or fanfare, 
‘the London label’s “Underneath 
the Arches” is moving into the hit 
| bracket with no logical reason to 
“support its heavy sales in several 
key cities. Piatter was cut by 
Primo Scala, a banjo-accordion 
outfit, and originally was intended 
strictly for British consumption 

Several weeks ago London’s New 
York headquarters received about 
6,000 copies for unscheduled re- 
lease. ‘The firm shipped a few 
batches to distribs in its sales area 
and was amazed when its Chicago 
representative disposed of 5,000 in 
two days. Company’s sales rep in 
Philadelphia sold the disks at a 
similar ratio. 

The sudden popularity of 
“Arches” is termed one of those 
unsolvable “freaks,” especially 
since the banjo vogue set by “Four 
Leaf Clover” long ago shot its bolt. 

“Arches” originally was pub- 
lished in England by Campbell- 
Connelly in 1932 with words and 
music by Bud Flanagan. When 
Robbins later acquired the North 
American rights, Joseph McCarthy 
wrote a new set of lyrics. Mean- 
while, most of the American major 
diskeries are rushing out a cap- 
pella versions to cash in on the 
boom before it’s spent. 


Col.’s L.P. Splurge 


Columbia Records will launch a 
national newspaper ad campaign 
in connection with its long-playing 
|'micro-groove record. While the 
‘company seeks to make the public 
,conscious of the l.p. development, 
it has a far more-reaching motive 
for this campaign. It figures that 
\if the ads only serve to get people 
linto the retail outlets they will 
|have paid off. The assumption is 
that if people can be induced to 
/come in for a demonstration the 
visit will end with a percentage of 
them making some disk purchase. 

The major problem of the record 
trade for the past three or more 
months has been to find ways of 
|getting whilom buyers back into 


|the stores. 
DON’T BLAME ME 
A Great New Release 


(From M-G-M 
by 
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AGVA Election Results Due in Month: 
Much Speculation on Exec Sec Post 


Ballots for the forthcoming elec- 
tion of officers and board of gov- 
ernors for American Guild of 
Variety Artists came off the press 
this week and are being mailed out 
to the membership, numbering 
about 22,000. It is figured that it 
will take the better part of another 
week for mailing. It will take sevy- 
eral more weeks for return and 
counting by the Honest Ballot 
Assn., certified by AGVA to make 
the compilation. Consequently re- 





ja pitch for 


sults of the election will not be) 


known until the middle or latter 
part of next month. 

Ballots contain nominees for 
prexy, veepees, secretary, treasurer 
and board of 45. Electees are to 
have compiete controi over opera- 
tion of the talent union. All are 
non-salaried posts. However, of- 
ficers and board will select an exec 
secretary as replacement for cur- 
rent title of national administrator 
at a salary to be fixed by board, 
presumably $7,500 a year. Whether 
Hyman Fain, currently functioning 
as chairman of Associated Actors 
and Artistes of America board. 
which took over control of AGVA 
after ousting of Matt Shelvey, for- 
mer national director, would be 
named for that spot is problemat- 
ical at this time. Fain is exec sec 
of American Guild of Musical 
Artists, who has been functioning 
as such in addition to AGVA. 
Dewey Barto, AGVA delegate and 
member of the committee, has also 
been mentioned for top spot but 


NICK LUCAS 


Now Appearing 
“KEN MURRAY‘S 
BLACKOUTS OF 1948” 


El Capitan Theatre 
Hollyweed, Cal. 


























COMEDY MATERIAL 


For All Branches of Theatricals 


FUN-MASTER 


“The ORIGINAL Show-Biz Gag File” 
Nos. 1 to 22 @ $1.00 each 


3 DIFFERENT BOOKS OF PARODIES 
(10 in each book) $10 per book 


FREE COPY OF “HUMOR BUSI- 
NESS,” The Show-Biz Gagazine with 
each $3.00 minimum order. 


Send 10¢ for lists of other comedy 


material, songs, parodies, minstrel 
patter, black-outs, ete. 
NO C€.0.D.’8 


PAULA SMITH 
200 W. 54th Street, New York 19 


is not likely to be named, even 
though insisting from outset that 
he is not seeking the berth. 


Logical selection for the spot 
would be Dave Fox, head of union’s 
N. Y. local and assistant national 
director under current regime. | 
Fox's long tenure with AGVA and | 
his familiarity with union matters | 
would seemingly give him the | 
edge on qualitative background. | 
Fox, to date, has not been making | 
the job. He’s been) 
plenty occupied carrying the ball 
for current committee in un- 
tangling snarls inherited from pre- 
vious administration. However, it’s 
an open secret that many of the 
top members of union will make 
a strong pitch for Fox’s appoint- 
ment. 

However, whoever gets top spot 
will have plenty of work with 
limited powers under new AGVA 
constitution. It will be an interim 
appointment subject to removal by 
officers and board at any time, 
with customary two-weeks notice 
and severance pay unless removed 
for cause. This gimmick makes 
job far less attractive than pre- 
viously when the national director 
bossed the works. 


Creditors Close Florentine 
Gardens, H’wood; Acts 
Paid Off With Bond Coin 


Los Angeles, July 13. 




















Shuttering of the Florentine 
Gardens, Hollywood boulevard nit- 
ery, is likely to be permanent, with 
[same reported near the $100,000 
| mark and complaints of rubber 
jchecks bouncing in the offing. 
|Ralph Meyer, assignee for the cred- 
|itors of the Frank Bruno bistro, 
;attempted to work out a-plan to 
|reopen the spot with the acts col- 
|lecting nightly. George White, pro- 
|ducer of the “Scandals,” and Flor- 
line Bale, AGVA representative, 
|were reported willing to go on 
with the show, but various other 
creditors were unwilling to go 
along without more assurance of 
collecting their coin. 


Meanwhile, Miss Bale announced 
that some of the checks drawn by 
performers for their last week’s 
| work had bounced. Thirteen prin- 
cipals and 17 choristers will be 
paid off by AGVA from the cash 
bond of $4,100 which Bruno had 
to put up before the show opened, 
but there is a possibility that the 
amount will not be sufficient to 
cover all outstanding talent bill. 





Martha Short, songstress, opens 
at the Penthouse Club Friday 
evening (16) in spot vacated by 
Maxine Sullivan, who is off to 
Europe for a concert tour. 
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Bob Smith 
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Hygienic Vaude Units 
Set for Tour of Small 
Town 1-Nite Stands 


Wilmington, O., July 13. 

Hygienic Productions, producers 
of the exploitation film “Mom and 
Dad,” is branching into the vaude 
field with a two-hour revue that’s 
slated to start a national tour on 
Aug. 1. Company prexy Kroger 
Babb declared his firm’s move was 
prompted by a survey which 
showed that theatremen in towns 
of 50,000 and less feel their cus- 
tomers could support stage enter- 
tainment at least one day every 
month. 

Tagged “The Best Is Yet to 
Come,” Hygienic’s unit plans to 
have five acts in its layout built 


iaround a name band. Project also 


calls for a new edition to teeoff 
each month with set of different 
talent. Local acts will) augment 
the traveling groups. First unit is 
inked to hit a string of small Ohio 
towns starting Aug. 1. Jack 
Crouthers is staging the produc- 
tions. 


MARTIN OFF TO LONDON 
ON TALENT QUEST 


Sydney, July 6. 
David N. Martin, head of Tivoli 
vaude loop, planes to London July 
16 for an extensive looksee and 
talent quest. He will be away 
several weeks. Apart from vaude 
talent Martin will pact some legits 
for Down Under playdates between 

vaude-revue runs. 


Martin is only recently back 
from U. S. trip, where he signed 
Chico Marx and Ben Blue. He 
also brought out George Formby 
and Tommy Trinder from England. 


Kay Thompson, Joe E. Lewis 
Pacted for Spa’s Piping Roc 


Kay Thompson and ‘the Williams 
Bros. have signed for a two-week 
engagement starting Aug. 3 at the 
Piping Rock, Saratoga Springs, 
N. Y., by Nat Harris, operator of 
Spa spot in addition to the Harem, 
N. Y. Deal has an alternate coin 
setup, with the act reportedly 
slated to get $10,000 a week for 
one show a night or $12,500 for 
two shows a night. Living accom- 
modations are also provided for 
the troupe, including Joseph Ma- 
rino, accompanist, and Robert Al- 
ton, the star’s collaborator on 
lyrics and musical numbers. 

Co-starring on the same bill will 
be Joe E. Lewis and the D’Andrea 
dancers. 
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‘Sock stuff.” 
Direction: GENERAL ARTISTS CORPORATION 


Ohio Booze Bd. Returning Jackpots 
Before Dismantling 1-Arm Bandits 
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Partner Attaches Carny 
For Share of Profits 


Toledo, July 13. 

Cavaleade of Amusements, carni- 
val which was to finish an 11-day 
stand in Toledo, July 10, was the 
object of a receivership petition 
filed in Common Pleas Court there 
that day. Louis W. Greiner, for- 
merly of Toledo, asserted he pur- 
chased a half-interest in the show 
in May, 1939, but never received 
his share of the profits. 


Court was asked to forbid re- 
movai of carnival property from 
Lucas County, and also to name a 
receiver and order a judgment in 
Greiner’s favor for the amount of 
withheld profits. Named as de- 
fendants are Harry L. Bernstein, 
doing business as Al Wagner, 
owner of the show; and his wife, 
Hattie. : 


Lieut. Col. Lampkin 
Named Production Head 
Of Vet Hospital Shows 


Veterans Hospital Camp Shows 
last week appointed Phil Lampkin, 
ex-Army lieut. col. formerly with 
Special Services and Armed Forces 
Radio Service, as head of its pro- 
duction department. He succeeds 
Ben Piermont, who exits for other 
show biz activities. Lampkin as- 





sumed post immediately, and 
will ready new units to go 
out on the circuit this _ fall. 


Prior to joiring Army he had 
considerable show biz background. 

For eight years he was musical 
director and asst. stage producer 
at Loew’s Capitol, Washington. 
Prior to that he held similar posts 
with Fanchon & Marco and Para- 
mount-Publix. He also produced 
and directed several radio shows. 
As head of the Army Recruiting 
publicity bureau, he produced the 
“Voice of the Army” transcrip- 
‘tions. 

Establishing and operating the 
first overseas Armed Forces Radio 
Service station in Panama in 1942. 
Lampkin was also adviser to Lieut. 
Gen. George H. Brett on commer- 
cial radio stations in Central Amer- 
ica, Ecuador and Puerto Rico. 

Returning to the United States, 
he became Pacific liaison officer 
in San Francisco. There he han- 
dled all USO-Camp Shows and all 
Hollywood Victory Committee per- 
sonalities, arriving at and depart- 
ing from west coast ports. 
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MAXINE 
SULLIVAN 


CURRENTLY 
PENT HOUSE CLUB Indefinitely,, New York 
RADIO: Sundays, 3-3:15 P.M., WNEW 





GEORGIE KAYE 


NOW 3RD WEEK PARAMOUNT, NEW YORK 


Ed Sullivan Dorothy Kilgallen Earl Wilson 
Deily News Journal-American N. Y. Post 
“A comedy Click.” Tops in Town: “Georgie “Bravo.” 
Kaye’s clowning on Para- 
mount stage.” 
Variety Billboard 
“Solid waves of applause, Frank Quinn “Keeps audience laugh- 
had audience rocking.” Daily Mirror in 


yoks.”—Leon 


Columbus, July 13. 

Club and cafe owners were 
notified by the State Liquor Dept. 
July 16 that more than 200 slot 
machines seized by liquor agents 
since 1945 will be destroyed Aug. 
10. 

The order instructed enforce- 


ment chief Donald T. Geyer to 
notify all known owners of the 
machines that they could, upon 
proper identification, obtain the 


;}contents of the slots within 15 


days of notification. 

Geyer estimated the machines, 
of five, 10, 25 and 50-cent denomi- 
nations, contained anywhefe from 
$7,000 to $10,000. The machines 
have been kept in a basement vault 
since their seizure. 


The enforcement chief said he 
would seek a supplemental order 
later to determine the disposition 
of money in those machines whose 
ownership could not be traced. An 
inventory has been ordered taken 
and cheeked against office records 


|to determine ownership. The list 
| will be made public this week. 


The machines were seized in 
raids over a four-year period. Un- 
til now no director or liquor board 
had assumed the responsibility for 
ordering their destruction. 


» 





Three MHucksters have been 
added to Latin Quarter, N. Y., 
show, co-featuring Ina Ray Hutton 
orch and Willie Shore, comedian. 
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More Woes Best Litigants In 


Nazarro, Buck & Bubbles Suit 


Despite a recent decision by 
N. Y. Supreme Court Justice 
Hecht upholding a personal man- 
agement pact between Nat Nazar- 
ro and Buck & Bubbles, Negro 


comedy act, the case is still thresh- | 


ing about in the legal mill. After 
Justice Hecht enjoined Ford Lee 
Washington (Buck) from breaking 
the agreement and also denied 
Jehn W. Sublett (Bubbles) an in- 
junction to prevent the manager 
from interfering in his affairs, at- 
tornevs for both performers ap- 
plied fo a stay before the Appel- 
late Division. 

Following a brief hearing of 
both sides, Appellate Justice Ber- 
nard Shiertag indicated that he 


would order a suspension of en- } 


forcement o. the injunction against 
Buck pending trial or an appeal. 
However, it was pointed out by 
Nazarro’s attorney. Charles D. 
Scanlon, that a stay could not be 
signed until the lower court order 
was entered ind bond furnished 
by Nazarre. As of Monday (12) 
this hac not been done, although 
Scanion said it would be “within 
a few days.” 

Meanwhile, 
counsel, Ernest Mahler of O’Brien, 
Driscoll, Raftery & Lawler, the 
team has been advised that it’s 
free to seek employment inde- 


according to Buck's | 


that in the event the comics oe 
fe varagy employment on their own 

they would be liable to damage 
actions from the manager. How- 
jever, he added that any such suits 
| would be met with a valid defense. 
The comedians are attempting to 
|rescind and cancel a contract with 


|Nazarro dated March 14, 1947, 
| which has two years to run. Agree- 
j}ment provides that Nazarro re- 


|cecives 30c. of every dollar of the 
}team’s earnings, Buck likewise gets 
| 30c., while Bubbles draws 40c. In 
|}addition, Buck is guaranteed an in- 
|come of $2,600 from the manager. 
‘bit it’s alleged that actually it’s 
(not a “guaraniee”™ ai ali since the | 
| pact is ~eppered with escape | 
‘clauses in favor of Nazarro. 





Gypsy Edwards, Arvin Trio 
Wind 20-Mes. Nitery Date 


Minneapolis, July 13. 
Longest engagement for any act 
in lecal nitery history ended, tem- 
porarily at least, when Gypsy Ed- | 


wards and Mel Arvin Trio departed | 


from the Music Box after 20 con- 
| secutive months. They're taking a 
| month’s “vacation,” the first they’ve 
| had in more than two years, before 
| deciding on “a return engagement” 
| which the spot has requested. 
| In the meanwhile, club has 
booked in Musical Quintones. 





Sheila Barrett, satiric impres- 
sionist, into Spivy’s Roof, N. 


? 


penden‘ly of Nazarro. He conceded for repeat date. 

















He Knows The 
Actor’s Problems 
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We are proud and happy te announce our support of 
Eddie Rio, for the office of Guild President. Ballots are 
now in the mail and should be in the hands of ali mem- 


bers by July 15. 


ee 





BOB ALDA 

BUD ABBOTT 
DANNY BECK 
MILTON BERLE 
JOE BESSER 
LARRY BLAKE 
BEN BLUE 

JACK CARSON 
JERRY COLONNA 
LOU COSTELLO 
BING CROSBY 
FRANKLYN D’AMORE 
JIMMY DURANTE 
FRANK DEVERS 
MILTON FROMM 
EDDIE GARR 
JACKIE GREEN 
BOB HOPE 











| 
THEREFORE | 
THE COMMITTEE FOR | 


EDDIE RID 


For President of American Guild of Variety Artists 


FRANCES LANGFORD 
PINKY LEE 

NICK LUCAS 

HARRY MENDOZA 
CARMEN MIRANDA 
DONALD O'CONNOR 
BOBBY PINCUS 
MARTHA RAYE 
FRANK SINATRA 
NICODEMUS STEWART 
3 STOOGES | 
3 SWIFTS | 
DANNY THOMAS | 
SID TOMACK | 
RUDY VALLEE | 
JOE WALLACE 

EVERETT WEST 
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Owen Davis, Jr. 
NBC Director of Program Preparation 
details that 


** Actors Like Tele- 
viston” 
an editorial cll in the 
3d Annual Special 
RADIO-TELEVISION 
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' AC. NITERIES COASTING 


° 
Atlantic City, July 14. 

Crowds far beyond usual for the 

| first two weeks in July are ringing 

iup merry and welcome jingles on 

iresort cash .egisters. With the 


‘three day Fourth of July holiday 
establishing a near record as a 
tarter, it looks like one of the best | 
iJulys ir the city’s history. 

First two weeks weather was 
ideal for resort biz. Hot in the in- 
terior, cool at the shore. All amuse- 
ments, hotels, and restaurant peo- 


ple are elated by spiraled biz. 


George Hamid reported July 4 | 


business second best for three days | 








‘Sophie Tucker Kudosed 
At London Literary Fete 


| Prior to. Homeward Trek 


London, July 13. 
Climax of Sophie Tucker's tri- 
|}umphant return to Lendon was a 


_ lunch given in her honor by 
| Foyle’s, British booksellers. who 
|make a feature of “literary 
'jumehes” to dstinguished writers. 

Some 300 attended, which 
|marked the launching here of 
‘Soph’s book, “Some of These 
| Days,” at the Dorchester hotel, 
July 7. Charles B. Cochran was 


|chairman and weleoming speech 
was made by Hannen Swaffer, who 
had left a sick bed to attend. He 
gave an earthy resume of La 
Tucker's career, reminiscing anent 


| the fact he was the first to write 
about her over here in the Daily | 
Express, which he then repre- 
sented. He paid tribute tc her! 
sterling qualities and lovable per- 
sonality, 
fection in which she is held in this 
| city. 
| Other attending included Ted) 
Shapiro, Harry Richman, Jack Du- ! 
rant, Margot Grahame. George | 
Robey, G. H. Eliott; Bud Flanagan, 
|Nervo and Knox, Nellie Wallace. 
| all spotlighted on introduction by 
| Cochran. 





| 

| had no need to stress her obvious 
| emotional reaction to the unusual 
| occasion. She told how the idea 
| for her book arose and its develop- 
and faded out by singing 
the song which gave it its title. 





Set For Latin Quarter 
Sophie Tucker will play her an- 
nual stand at the Latin Quarter, 
N. Y., starting around Oct. 31. Con- 
tract was inked last week by Lou 


Walters, operator, and William 
Morris agency, repping Miss 
| Tucker. 


, Soph, who broke all records at 
the Broadway bistro on appearance 
there last year, will come in with 
all new material and songs, some 





lof which had been part of her | 


| repertoire on recent triumph at 
{the Londen Casino. Walters will 
| build new production around her. 
She'll follow the run of Ted Lewis 
| band and unit, which opens at the 
| Spot Aug. 22. 

Miss Tucker is due back from | 
London next week and will vacash | 





TRENET WINS APPEAL 
IN IMMIGRATION SNARL 


Charles Trenet, French 
was admitted to the United yee 
last week as a permanent resident, 
immigration authorities announced 
after Watson B. Miller, Commis- 
sioner of Immigration and Natu- 
ralization, had sustained an appeal 
from a ruling excluding the singer. 

Trenet was detained at Ellis 
Island upon his arrival here May 
14, and was released for 60 days 
on June 6 pending an appeal. 
Jacques Arnould, the singer’s ac- 
companist, was also permitted to 
remain here under the ruling. 
| After a vacation, Trenet plans 
.embarking on a concert tour in 
U. S. and Canada in autumn. How- 
ever, he may play a couple of 
— or nitery dates in the in- 
erim. 


RICHMAN A HIT IN LONDON 

London, July 13. 
Harry Richman made a triumph- 
ant feturn te London after 10 
years when he appeared at the 
Casino yesterday (12). He sang old 
favorites, giving endless encores, 
well overrunning his time period. 
Senor Wences, on same bill, was 


also an outstanding bit. 








her London debut and disclosing | 


endorsing the sincere af- | 


In her responding speech Sophie | 


*out details in the designs for new 


with her sister until Sept. 3, when | 
she goes into the Chez Paree, Chi- | 
cago, for four weeks with options. 


lhe has had since he took over the 
|pier nearly a dozen years ago. 
/“Ice-Carades” also doing well with 
jsellouts at all performances. 

Niteries now -going fuii bdiast 
‘have modestiy budgeted attrac- 
tions. They're passing up expen- 
sive bands and acts for the present, 
but may unleash bankrolls if cen- 
‘tinued heavy biz warrants. 


Winger Lenses Hew Cope, 


Miami, Site for 99 Yrs. 


Miami Beach, July 13. 
Final details were ironed out 
this week between Murray 
ger and the estate which owns 
property on which o!d Copacabana 


| was located, with Weinger taking | 


a 99-year lease at a rental which 
will run well over $700,000 for 
the tenure. 


— 


right buy of the property, which 
}ineludes an additional section of | 
| land that will allow for a building | 
| accommodating 700 in main room | 
and 300 in lounge. 


| Expected that the new club will | 
|be ready before year’s end, with 
Hildegarde tentatively set to open 
the reom and Barry Gray to re- 
| turn to the cocktail lounge. Gray, 
jwho is currenily holding forth 
}from the WKAT studios here, con- | 
| firmed reports that he niay go to 
New York city and a spot in the | 
Green Room of tie Hotel Edison. | 
Also stated that he will remain 
under Copacabana _ sponsorship, | 
| while up north, plugging the new 
,room bef&tg built. Weinger, this 
week, is in New York city, ironing 


| spot with Norman Bel Geddes. 





‘Marilyn Maxwell Sails 
For Benny’s London Date 


Marilyn Maxwell trained in from | 
the Coast last Thursday (8) and | 
‘sailed for Britain the following 
day aboard the Queen Mary. Ac- 
tress is scheduled to appear with 
Jack Benny and Phil Harris at the | 
London Palladium. | 

With her Palladium booking | 
starting July 16 for two weeks, | 
Miss Maxwell said it was possible 
she would stay oter for another | 
| week or so to entertain troops on 
| the continent. Otherwise her | 
| plans are indefinite with no film } 


, commitments awaiting her at 
present. 





WITH MODEST SHOWS: 


Wein- | 


Deal is tantamount to an out: | 


AGVA Paid Off 
$18,703 on Coast 
Nite Club Folds 


American Guild of Variety 
| Artists, since June 1, has disbursed 
| $18,703 te performers working on 
|\Coast who were not paid off for 
| nitery engagements. Sum, un- 
| equaled in any past period, indi- 

cates general nitery conditions and 
| number of spots which are foiding 
jin the Hollywood territory. 

AGVA policy is not to permit 
|acts to work in any nitery until a 
cash bond covering a week's 
| Salaries is posted with union. Only 
|sizable spot, with big bond. which 
|has folded is Florentine Gardens, 
|\from which Florine Bale. Holly- 
| wood AGVA’ rep, exacted $4.100 to 
;cover week's salaries for perferm- 
‘ers. A!l other payoffs came from 
| elatively small! operations through- 
iout state. 

Last year in the Coast area 155, 
an all-time high, niteries had 
bonds up with AGVA to cover one 
or more acts employed in each. 
Presently 74 bonds are on file at 
the union. 








Elame Jerdan. song stylist. has 
| been added to bill at the Mermaid 
Reom of the Park Central hotel, 
N. Y. Holding over on same show 
jare Brenda Carr, songstress, the 
| Smoothies, and the Tunetoppers 
| quartet. 


ATTENTION 
| COMEDIANS 


HUMORISTS 


My complete arsenal of choice, 
one-line “heckler-squeichers, in- 
sults, slurs, ribs, wheezes, and em- 
cee quips, $1.00. Quality, not 
quantity. Heck, I'm 52, and | can’t 
take them with me. You'll be 
robbed, to be sure. 


BUSTER ROTHMAN’S 
Gag Retort Supply Works 
10 W. 22 St., Bayonne, N. J. 





























Comics 


ill write you a new act er detter 
seur eld. Keasonable rates. Ne file 
jokes. Original material only. Over 
teu years’ experience writing all types 


of comedy. 
Suite 801 


276 W. 43rd St., New York City 
Bkyant 9-0774 

















WILLIE 
SHORE 


Latin Quarter 
New York 
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Our heartfelt gratitude to every one 
whe have helped us along the way. 
And a special thanks to our buddy. 


dy, Roy Rogers. Good luck te you Roy, and your new 
singing group in your future pictures and radio show! 


BOB NOLAN and the SONS OF THE PIONEERS 











Exclusive Management 


MONTER-GRAY, INC. ‘ 
8736 Sunset Bivd. 
Hollywood 46, Calif. CRestview 1-1191 
FOR BOOKINGS OF 
Fairs—Parks—Theatres—Concerts 
Write, Wire or Phone 


MARTIN M. WAGNER 
3749 Laurel Canyon Bivd. 
Studio City, California, SUnset 1-1953 
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Public Relations 


DON HIX 
6404 Hollywood Bivd. 
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EUREKA, CALIFORNIA . .. REDWOOD CENTENNIAL. .. JUNE 26, 1948 


“SONS OF THE PIONEERS WERE THE SENSATION OF OUR SHOW --- BROKE A TEN-YEAR RECORD 
. +» THERE COULDN’T BE A MORE COOPERATIVE GROUP...” 


BLAINE MC GOWAN, MGR. 
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Philly Bistros Angling Conventioneers | 
But Not Unleashing Bankroll for Talent 


Philadelphia, July 13. 

Burned by the lack of biz from 
the Republican convention, local 
nightclubs prepared for the Demo- 
cratic onslaught with hopefulness, 
but scepticism. There were several 
attractions in town for the visiting 
delegates, but the clubs didn’t go 
all out as they did for the previous 
parley. 

Heading the list of things to do 


for the visiting Trumanites are the | 


Ted Lewis show, at the Click; Phil 
Regan, who also voealizes for the 
convention, in the Latin Casino, 
and Norman Granz’s “Jazz at the 
Philharmonic,” in Ciroe’s. 

In the main the nitery men said 
“so what.” Palumbo’s, which pre- 
sented Milton Berle during the 
GOP conclave, shuttered last week 
and -didn’t even bother to 
open for the Demos or the Elks. 
The latter bunch were the livest 


group of spenders so far, although 


the Democrats promise to be even 


more lucrative, if only to escape | 


from the monotony of the doings 
at Convention Hall. 


For reasons best known to the | 


City Fathers, the vice squad is 
clamping down on closing hours, 
slot machines, ete. The town is 
really sloughed, and any overtime 
entertainment is done strictly be- 
hind closed doors. 

Since Philly has a.2 a.m. curfew 
and the convention proceedings 
ended Monday after midnight, the 
nightclubs have to get it fast or 
under cover. This also lends a 
prohibition quality to the whole 
business for the visiting delegates. 

Absence of names in the spots is 
impressive, but the clubs aren’t to 


be blamed. The Republicans tossed | 


a damper on the town’s enthusi- 
asm for conventions. Everybody 
from taxicab drivers to busboys 








Stay | 








Beautiful New Navy 


SIGNALFLAGS! 


For carnivals, shows, cireuses! Complete set of 
“s «different ‘alphabet’ Signal Flags, made 
originally for U. S. Navy battleships. now 
released a8 war surplus, All brand wew and 
in perfect condition—-never used. None smaller 
than 4° by 4%—4many larger. Brilliant fast 
colors: fine. leng-wearing bunting. All differ- 
cnt-—no two flags alike! Each equipped with 
metal clasp for hanging. Complete set of 


26 FLAGS FOR $13.95 


Order ty mail today! Send cheek or money 
order (add 1.00 for postage and handliag? or 
order CC. ©. D. Immediate delivery. Satis- 
taction guaranteed, 


HUGH CLAY PAULK 


Dept. W 
49 Faimouth St., Besten 15, Mass.. er 
613 Ne. Kansas Ave., Tepeka, Kansas 











| squawked. The hotels, to some ex- 


jtent, got it and apparentiy had 
| carte blanche from the powers that 
| be. 


Last Sunday, two of the town’s 


|leading inns served drinks in 
i|dining rooms, although Philly's 


| Blue Laws forbid serving of spirits 
on Sunday. 
After-Hours Spot 
Principal beneficiaries of the in- 
flux of conventioneers are the 
private clubs, the fabulous array 
| of after-hour dining and drinking 
| rendezvous that rival anything dur- 


Get Gravy 


Pencil. the CR, the 
Variety, Alpha, Vesper, Mercantile 
Literary Assn., and many others 
|'aii make deliberate bids for the 
visitors and get them. 


Despite a uniform opinion that 
Democrats are better spenders 
than Republicans (which seems to 
have been borne out over the 
|}weekend) the niteries made no 
special preparations for their con- 
i vention 
Lewis opened last week at the 
| Click (1,400 capacity) and has been 
|doing terrif business at both 
dinner and supper shows. Norman 
Granz’s unit has been playing to 
so-so trade at Ciro’s and Regan 
started off promisingly last night at 
Jack Lynch's Latin Casino. 

But the rest are going on as 
usual, with no attempts to jack up 
| prices. The GOP affair discouraged 
the nightclub men. A fellow who 
| kicked in $250 to bring the con- 
vention here saw only one delegate 
all week 
'of beer. Another cafe 
‘loaned his jacket to a 
Republican, and_ the 
waltzed off with it. 

Film men are unanimous in the 
opinion that the conventions (‘ex- 
cepting the Elks) mean nothing; 
they hurt if anything, since they 
drove the regular customers out 
‘of town. It'll be a long time be- 
fore the entertainment industry 
here goes overboard again for the 
privilege of seeing the next Presi- 
| dent picked in this burg. 


‘DURANTE VICE ROONEY 





owner 
coatless 
delegate 





FOR VANCOUVER EXPO sc!" ost 


Vancouver, July 13. 
Jimmy Durante, pix and radio 
star, has been pacted for Pacific 
National Exhibition Show in place 


| of Mickey Rooney. 


Rooney had option with show, 
but had been unable to confirm to 
show’s management his definite 
availability for date. 

' Understood show will cost $15.- 
000 for four days. Plus Durante 





| ing the Volstead era. The Pen and | 
Moravian, | 


| 


and he bought a bottle | 


| yet. Green will 


Horsey Shindig 
Philadelphia, July 13. 

Mrs. Pearl Metta, Washing- 
ton’s No. | party-giver and the 
heiress to the social mantle of 
the late Evelyn Walsh McLean, 
tossed a four-star shindig last 
| night (12) at the Mirage Room 
of the Barclay. 

The party was the sort of 
thing Life goes to, and, in addi- 
tion. WPTZ telecast the affair 
after its convention program. 
In requesting the telecast, Mrs. 
Metta tossed in a request of 
her own. She asked that the 
cameramen, stage manager 
makeup man, etc., all come in 
dinner wear. ° 

Demand seemed all the more 
curious since Earl Wiison, Dan- 
ton Walker, Paul Gallico and 
other syndicated press and 
radio figures arrived but de- 
finitely not in tux. 

















“ARCHER VICE LOMBARD 
IN WM CHI BRANCH 


Chicago, July 13. 
Morris Chi office last 
week replaced Pat Lombard, who 
‘leaves for its New York office, 
|with Jack Archer, who joined WM 
'after dropping out of the new 
'Continental agency setup. 

irving Green, head of the local 
lact department, left WM and suc- 
leessor has not been announced as 
return to New 
York with future pians indefinite 


William 


jas yet. 


Cones Clinic Benefits 





Under Earl Carroll Will 


Hollywood, July 13. 
A cancer research clinic will be 
set up under the terms of Earl 
,Carroll’s will which has been filed 
for probate in Hollywood. Estate, 
amounting to more than $1,000,000, 
named showgirl Beryl! Wallace, who 
died with him, as chief beneficiary. 
Dated Oct. 31, 1947, will stipulated 
that if she died before she can 
inherit, “her portion shall go to 

set up a cancer research clinic.” 
Bequests of $32,000 go to friends 
and relatives, and half of his stocks 
and bonds go to Mrs. Jessie I. 
Schuler, principal backer of hig 
theatre restaurant. Will described 
her as “my very dear friend.” Car- 
roll also specified that $50,000 be 
‘spent for a marble memorial at 
Lawn where his and Miss 


Carroll-Wallace idyll has long 
| been a notable show biz romance. 





Borsellino’s, Cleve, 


Shutters for Summer 


Borsellino’s Club, Cleveland has 
shuttered for extensive alterations 
which will raise seating capacity 
close to the 300 mark. 

When refurbished room reopens 
Sam _ Borsellino, 


'in late August, 


| there will be other acts and a line| owner, intends to plunge on top 


of girls under the direction of 


| Aida Broadbent and Edwin Lester, 


dance director. 











— 


talent such as has been giving 
him competish at Tommy Mc- 
Ginty’s Club. 

















ROOSEVELT 


NEW ORLEANS 
Heid Over 4 Weeks : 





=| tel, 


manager, 


her personal 
( Wed.) 


the America today 
six-weeks tour 
lreturning to the U. S. Sept. 1. 
iWhile overseas, Hildegarde has 
been pacted by a London packag- 
ling outfit, Tower Productions, to 
ido a series of 13 open-erd tran- 
‘scription shows in Paris for airing 
over the commercial Luxembourg 
| station. Deal calls for a minimum 
| suarantee of $35,000 for the series 
|plus a split of sponsorship out- 
lays 

Hildegarde returns to the U. S. 
Sept. 1 in time to fill a concert 
| booking at the Pacific Auditorium, 
| Milwaukee, Sept. 18. Starting Oct. 
| 5, she appears for first time at the 
| Cocoanut Grove, Ambassador ho- 
Los Angeles, for 
|Her fall ‘tinerary also includes 
idates at the Mark Hopkins hotel, 
San Francisco; the Olympic, Seat- 
‘tle; the Chase, St. Louis; and the 
| Ainsley, Atlanta. 
ishe opens a three-week engage- 
iment at Murray Weinger’s newly 
| remodeled Copacabana, Miami 
| Beach nitery, and then heads back 
‘to New York for her annual 14- 
| week stay <t the Hotel Plaza’s Per- 
|}sian room Norman Bel Geddes 
|did over the Copa, recently razed 
by fire. 

In Rome she will have a private 
audience with the Pope, arranged 
through Cardinal Francis X. Spell- 
man in the U. S. Hildegarde will 
skip Germany on her continental 
junket due to traveling restric- 
tions. 








| Halpern Opens New 


| Nitery in Saratoga, N.Y. 
Saratoga, N. Y., July 13. 

Herman Halpern, who operates 

Barbary Coast nitery 


Country €lub in Saratoga Friday 
(9). Otto Greene, emcee at the Al- 
bany spot, is handling the “Gay 
90's Cavalcade” at the Spa. Wilson 
Lewis’ society orch is on podium. 

The Spa hotel and night club, 
the former St. Christian's school. 
has been remodeled to accommo- 
date 115 guests and 1,000 diners. 
with parking for 500 ears. 





Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, N. Y., July 13. 
Many holiday visitors hit colony 

on past weekend. The Will Rogers 
and Trudeau sanatoriums, Robert 
Louis Stevenson's Home and the 
William Morris Camp Intermission 
got most of the visitors. Niteries 
did boff biz. Durgans featured 
Jack Phillips, comedian - emcee: 
Karl Kilroy orchestra held sway 
at Top Hat cafe; Hotel Saranac 
offered Jerry Uvannis’ orch while 
the Birches toplined Blue Har- 
moniacs. 

Dr. Joseph Ecker, former Rogers 
medico, in from Glenn Gardner, 
N. J., for a two week vacash; ditto 
Winnie Heagney former sec to Dr. 
George FE. Wilson, Rogers Medical 
Supt. 

Lee Klimick upped for one daily 
meal after three month siege of 
bed routine, beating a bad setback. 

Birthday greetings are in order 
to Margie Regan, Helen Morris and 
Walter Romanik, all Rogerites. 

Sal Ragone and his frau Doris 
Gascoyne, ex-NVAites to England 
and Italy visiting relatives. Both 
received all-clears here in 1935. 

Sherwood Kaines orch from the 
Deerwood Adirondack Music Cen- 
ter will give a series of eight con- 
certs during July and August in 
the colony’s Town Hall. 

Natalie Smith planed in to holi- 
day with her husband G. Albert 
Smith, who is recuping from major 
operation. 

The D. T. MeMahons, Irma Lalis 
a ae in from N. ¥.C 

o visit Bill (Decca) Lalis. w is 
Seine OE, Lalis, who is 

Lucille Hynes and Anita L 
shot in from Flushing, N. Y 2 
cheer up Frank (Par) Hynes, who 
is doing .nicely. . 

William Morris Memorial Park 
playground for kiddies, opened 
July 4. Shamus club furnishes free 
milk for the kids during July and 
August, Lena Dorcinelli and Pa- 
tricia Mullin will supervise. 

James B. Cole, Warner Bros. 
sound engineer, in from Albany to 
visit Jame Wotton, overhauled 
sound equipment of the Rogers. 

Helen Proffitt planed in fr 
Brooklyn, N. Y., to bedside ho 
band Arthur Proffitt, whose latest 
clinie report upped him for meals. 

Write to those whe are ill, 





five weeks. | 


| police 





in Albany, | 
opened Barbary Coast hotel and | 











HILDEGARDE’S EUROPE | Fireworks Display At 
TOUR: OPEN-END DISKS: 


Hiidegarde and Anna Sosenko, | 
leave on) 
for 3a 
of the continent, | 


Utah Fair Boomerangs, 
10 Injured Will Sue 


Salt Lake City, July 13. 
A fireworks accident at the Utah 
State Fair Grounds on July 5, 
which resulted in serious injuries 
to an 1l-year-old boy, and minor in- 


| juries to nine others, has been fol- 


lowed up with complaints sworn 
out against Sheldon R. Brewster, 
fair mgr., Harold L. Welch, mgr. of 
Beehive Midways, Inc., sponsors of 
the display, and James Powers, 
whe set off the fireworks. 

Accident occurred near end of 
the display. when an aerial bomb 
failed to rise over 50 feet, and ex- 
ploded in the crowd. Complaint 
against the three charges them 
with presenting a fireworks display 
without ‘a city permit. 

Some question of jurisdiction 
arose after the accident, with city 
claiming the fair grounds 
were under state supervision, and 


istate officials tossing the ball back 
Christmas eve | 


to the city. Final decision was the 
city had jurisdiction. City police 
and fire chiefs said no police or 
fire dept. supervision was arranged 
for because they had received no 


| official notification of the display, 


despite the fact it had been adver- 
tised in the papers for a week. 
Hearings on the complaints have 


ibeen delayed because Brewster is 


out of town. 

The ll-year-old boy is in the 
hospital in a “critical condition,” 
with a fractured skull, and serious 
head burns. 


Ruban Blea Stays Open 


Biz being on the upbeat at Le 
Ruban Bleu, N. Y., has prompted 


| Tony Mele, spots operator, to fore- 
|go usual summer shutdown 


and 
remain open. 

Current talent display is topped 
by King Odom Quartet and _ in- 
cludes Muriel Gaines, Delora 


| Bueno and Normann Paris trio. 





Dante, magico-illusionist, opens 
at Hickory House, N. Y., tonight- 
(Wed.) for indef run. 

















CAPPELLA 
PATRICIA 


“Twe sensational dancers making a 
first appearance in England . . . Speed 
and grace have seldom been s0 
beautifully demonstrated, and in the 
second half they held up the show. 
After a polonaise and a new version 
of ‘Three Blind Mice,’ the audience just 
would not let them go until they had 
danced again. . . .“—THE LONDON 
STAGE (Brighton Premiere), June 10, 
1948. 


“Cappella and Patricia literally 
stopped the first night show with a 
brilliant dancing act.” —THE STAGE 
(London Premiere), June 24, 1948. 


NOW WITH THE REVUE 
“A LA CARTE” 


AT THE 


Savoy Theatre, London 























HELENE and HOWARD 


‘Comedy Dance Antics’ 
HELD OVER Sth WEEK 


RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 


NEW YORK 
Thanks to LEON LEONIDOFFE 
Oir.: MATTY ROSEN 














NOVELTY ACTS 
immediate Work Contracts—48 
One of New York's most famous clubs 
looking for Girl Ventriloquist, Girl 
Juggler, Girl Puppeteer, Exotic Dancers, 
Midgets, Acrobats, Dog Act, Roller 
Skaters and ether Circus type acts. 

Call George C. Maurer 


Hotel Capitol, Ci 6-3700, Ext. 1023 
é NEW YORK 


Anytime After 6:00 P. M. 
Only Top Talent Apply 
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New 


ABE BURROWS 

Comedian 

55 Mins. ‘ 

House of Harris, San Francisco 


That the advent of a comedian | 


who packs a potential punch can 
attract the interest of the talent 
merchants is indicated by the sev- 


eral scouts hithering to Frisco to | 
eye the debut of Abe Burrows, | 


heretofore known for his air work 
and script writing. 
spot audience reaction at 
House of Harris is a fair barometer 
(which it should be, since it has 
fed off the talents of such as Harry 
Richman, Dwight Fiske, 


past season) then Burrows is in for 
some lus pasturing for some time 
hence. 

A hefty pixie in makeup ‘weight, 
198; height, 6 ft. 1 in.), convine- 
ingly bald, slightly jowly, and 
wearing spectacles, Burrows (in 
moderate portions) is a compote in 
appearance as well in appeal of 


‘such worthies as Joe E. Lewis, Zero 


Mostel, Ed Wynn and that Lindy 
waiter who gives you that rye- 
bread look when you don’t finish 
the noodie soup. Definitely un- 
hampered by a good voice, leaning 
almost entirely on satire’ and 
whimsy, Burrows has patter and 
song copy which will not only 
please the cover-charge payers but 
will also cut the plate as a per- 
former's actor. 

Burrows opens with some mild 
comment concerning his_ radio 
background and then goes to work 
satirizing song types of one kind 
and another. First jibe is at the 
“Gypsy Type Song” which blends 
off into some nonsensicni stuff 
about “A Gypsy’s Heart Is Churn- 
ing.” Then follows an inane item 
in the French fashion, “Ron, Ron, 
Ron,” with laugh-provoking ad- 
noidal sound effects. Both these 
items are offered from floor mike 
and glom big hands. As a break off, 
Burrows introduces his accompan- 
ist, Milton De Lugg, toying with 
name for comedy effect, then takes 
over at centre piano himself with 
a big ciick of “Walking Down 
Memory Lane With Not a Doggone 
Thing to Remember.” Excellent 
followups include “You're Playing 
Ping Pong With My -Heart,” and 
“You're the Pansy in My Garden” 
done with concert baritone effect. 
Back at front mike, Burrows closes 
approx 45 minutes with “The Laun- 
dry List Song” and “The Southern 
Type Song,” both scoring heavily. 
Three beg-offs are “Waukesha Nat- 
ural Bridge” in the best hoke tradi- 
tion, “Hawaiian Type Song” in 
which high point effect is a gulp, 
and “The Girl With the Three Blue 
Eyes” Which is smash material. 
Total time onstage 55 minutes with 
customers asking more. 

Sum total ts spirited, refresh- 
ingly slanted, clean throughout 
entertainment that shows big prom- 
ise for vaude as well as nightspots. 
Accompaniment by Milton De Lugg 
is first rate backing. Ted. 





DELORA BUENO 
Songs-Piano 

12 Mins. 

Cafe Madison, N. Y. 

Delora Bueno is typical of the 
songstress-pianists who frequent 
the ace boites of New York's east 
side. Her vocal numbers are in the 
sophisticated idiom while she in- 
tersperses her warbling with a dash 
of Noel Coward, et al, on the 
ivories. Although her overall rou- 
tines vary little from her chanteuse 
contemporaries, this thrush is sev- 
eral steps ahead of them by virtue 
of a poised, effortless style. 

A dark, Latin type, Miss Bueno 
further enhances her overall pro- 
jection by a svelte coiffure and an 
attractive gown. Aside from piping 
the usual American standards, the 
songstress also contribs French, 
Portuguese and Spanish strains in 

nh equally proficient manner. 
orking the intime cafe trail the 
past year, the gal recently picked 
up some video shots. Photogenical- 
ly she’s ready now, and with a dash 
of more vocal seasoning she’s a 
Prospect for a Broadway musical 
or films, Gilb. 





CLIFFORD GUEST 
Ventriloquist 
12 Mins. 
Palmer House, Chicago 

While the bistro circuits are 
crowded with voice-throwers and 
their better halfs, this Australian 
Yentro gives forth with a remark- 
able demonstration. His impression 
of an English fox hunt with the 
sounds of horses and hounds off in 
the distance and the coming nearer 
and then fading is sock stint. Ex- 

k jockey has amazing nodule 
control which he uses for shading 
and echo effects. 

€ uses pint-sized dummy for a 

banter routine similar to those of 


other ventros, but gets fine salvo — 


for off-hand bits when he tries to 


And if a night- | 
the | 


Rose | 
Marie, Ben Blue and others the | 


Acts 


|put alter ego back in his case. 
Guest comes back with boff encore 
of parade which is somewhat simi- 
, lar in theme to first number. Hand- 
some youngster doesn't have 
marked accent and should be at 





; home in tep spots. Zabe, 
| THERESE BREUER 
Songs 
5 Mins. 
| Sawdust Trail, N. Y. 
A diminutive brunet. Therese 


Breuer has a corny, down-to-earth 
| chirping style well suited for the 
' casual trade this side street Times 
Sq. saloon attracts. When caught 
she warbled “Teasin’’” and “OV 
Man Mose,” dressing up the oldies 
with appropriate gestures. 

Miss Breuer’s raucous delivery is 
| what the customers want here, but 
| the better bistros are beyond her 
reach unless she develops a less 
| Strident tone and a wider reper- 
toire. Her ruffled skirt and blouse 
gives her the aura of a bobbysoxer. 
| A snappy gown would help both 
| her sex and sales appeal. Giib. 


| GISELLE & FRANCOIS SZYONI 
Dancing 

| 8 Mins, 

| Palmer House, Chicago 

| Brother and sister team, French 
| imports, are youngsters wha show 
top-drawer background in _ ballet 
j and acro-dancing. However, they 
j}are still lacking in a few touches 
which wceuld make them suitable 
|for the top rooms in the country. 


- 
~ vestments in 20 to 25 reasonably | 


profitable pictures a year, the re- 
turn would be only about 6%. He | 
said that wouldn't even cover the | 
cost of operating the office that | 
had been planned. ~ 

Asked how biz were the profits | 
that could be expected from simi- | 
lar loans in the commercial finane- | 
ing field, in which the syndicate is | 


. “I'd be ashamed to tell you.” 


' Femme blonde has some terrif toe | 


' whirls, but she makes them seem 
too easy. Some posed waits might 
prove more effective. Act needs 
a little better routining to estab- 
lish more flash. 

Male, while equally as good a 
dancer, seems slightly stiff and 
should smile a bit here and there. 
It’s not that serious. Duo might 
also do something on the more pop 
side in way of contrast. Zabe. 


Continued from page 3 














to the apparels trade more profit- 
able. 

Katcher’s plan was a grandiose 
one. He aimed to finance a mini- 


number, there was greater assur- 
ance of profit, since it was likely 


balance the losers. 

Syndicate was planning, if Kat- 
cher had found the field fertile, 
to set up an office on the Coast with 
its own staff of accountants, budget 
men and production experts to 
keep a close watch on its invest- 
ments. It was planned as a large- 
scale operation in every way, with 


the time. 
Rental Studios’ Interest 


its investment in pix made on the 
lot. Katcher succeeded in selling 
the idea to at least one studio, but 
it demanded three years from date 
of release before it would make 
good on its guarantee. That was 
too long to tie up money, Katcher 
said, even if you were sure of get- 
ting it back. 


the only prospect they had of ob- 
taining business was to get indies 
back into production. Rental 
studios recently have been carry- 
ing heavy overhead with little re- 
turn because of the dearth of indie 
production. They have already 
gotten to the point of offering com- 
pletion bonds and guaranteeing 
| the last 15% of bank loans for pro- 
| ducers who will rent their space. 
| Katcher said that his investiga- 
tion showed a wait of 24 months 
could be expected from the time a 
‘oan was made until the film got 
into release and had paid off suffi- 
siently to start returning their in- 
vestment to lenders of second- 
money. Distribs get their fees for 
releasing and for prints and adver- 
tising, and banks get their loans 
back, of course, before second- 
money financiers move into the 
payoff line, . 
Attorney declared that distribu- 
tion companies delaying release of 
films beyond any reasonable neec 
tor developing advertising-exploi- 
tation campaigns appeared respon- 
sible for the wasteful time lag. 
“No matter how much money a 
financing. syndicate had.” he 
pointed out, “it couldn't show a 
reasonable profit with every loan 
tied up for two years before there 
was even a chance of getting the 
investment back, let alone a re 
turn on the risk.” . 
Careful arithmetic showed, Kat- 
cher explained, that by making in- 





mum of 20 to 25 pictures a year. | addition, Metro has contracted to 
Theory was that by backing a large | 4 


Pitch to the rental lots was that | 


| Broadway until July 29, when it’s 
| slated to go into the Capitol. Other 


| Ford-Merian Cooper) “Three God- 


; | fathers,” plus at least two films 
the successful films would over- from Enterprise under the dis- 


| 
} 


| 


millions of dollars in loans out all ‘to assume responsibility for all 


One of the angles was to get executives ‘ 
guarantees from rental studios of charge of the dramatic unit, plus 
100% return to the syndicate of full 


{ 
{ 
| 


| 
| 


|/most one picture a week starting 


outside producers. 








now operating, Katcher nie 





B.0. Ebb 
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afford to sit back on their releases. 
While companies such as Univer- | 
sal-International, with several pix 
not yet played off, have scheduled | 
four new releases for July alone, 
other distributors, such as Metro, 
can afford to shove back their re- 
leases. M-G, for one, has post- 
poned two of its three August re- 
leases until September, with 
“Search,” the European-made film 
which Metro is distributing, now 
scheduled as the only feature for 
release next month. 

Thus, “Date With Judy” and | 
“Julia Misbehaves,” both originally 
scheduled for August, won’t come 
out until the following month. 
Other releases will be similarly de- 
layed throughout the year. Com- 
pany will still have plenty of prod- 
uct available for August, Including 
such pix as “On An Island With 
You.” That film, for instance, has 
played in many key city first runs 
but, because of the booking log- 
jam in New York, won’t open on 


big-budgeters which can support 
Metro during the summer dol- 


drums include such current heavy- 
grossers as “Easter Parade’ and 
“Pirate.” 


Despite Metro’s delayed releas- 
ing schedule, the company is cer- 
tain it will be able to release al- 


in the fall. In addition to its oWn 
product, M-G will also have on 
hand a batch of new films from 
First in the 
series of films to be supplied by 
Hal Roach goes out in October. In 


distribute Argosy Films’ (John 


tribution deal recently concluded 
with that company. 


[ chary-Metro 

















Metro production except the musi- 
cal unit, with authority over all 
who have been in 


control of all production. 
Schary’s attorney, David Tanne- 
baum, and Rubin reportedly are 
working out a long-term contract. 
Numerous phases are still un- 
agreed on but indications are that 
an agreement may be reached by. 
this weekend. , 
Started As Writer on Lot 

Schary formerly worked with 
Metro, having been made an exec 
producer in 1942 after years as a 
writer on the lot. He joined Van- | 
‘guard Films as a producer in 1943 
‘and moved over to RKO in 1947 
as exee veepee over production. 
He resigned from that post two 
weeks ago, following the takeover 
of RK by new owner Howard 
Hughes. 














20th-UP 
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and will not be sold exclusively to 
a single station in each city, as 
20th did with its “Camel Newsreel 
Theatre.” Stations will pay a serv- 
ice fee pro-rated on some schedule, 
but whether it’s to be dependent 
on the set circulation in each mar- 
ket area hasn't yet been deter- 
mined. No sponsor has yet been 
set, with both 20th and UP hoping 
to corral a national advertiser who 
will bankroll the service on a na- 
tionwide basis on all stations. 


While the service will not offer 
up-to-the-minute pictures as does 
the “Newsreel Theatre,’ it will 
olve the problem of stations being 
‘orced to utilize static still pictures 
n their news shows. Entire idea, 
in fact, is the result of a tremen- 
dous demand made on 20th during 


| Helene & 





the past to open up its film library 
to stations for just such a purpose. - 
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NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (L) 15 
Lena liorne 
Paul Winchell 
Jerry Mahoney 
Munhills 
Skinnay Ennis Ore 
Music Hall (1) 15 
Howard 
Van Grona 
argaret Sande 
R Teétley-Kardos 
June Forest 
T & F Vatiett 
Corps de Ballet 
Rockettes 
Sym Ore 
Paramount (P) 14 
Sam Donahue Bad 
To Stafford 
tieorgie Kaye 
Lane Bros 
Roxy (FT) 14 
Cab Calloway 
Jackie Miles 
Vivian Blaine 
Carel Lynne 
The Bruises 
Arnold Rhoda 
Strand (W) 16 
Count Basie Ore 
Billie Holiday 
Zephyrs 
Stump & Stumpy 
BRONX 


Crotona (1) 19-26 
Siuart & Barry 
Arno Bennett 
QUEENS 
Jamaica (1) 14-17 
Siuart & Barry 
Arno Bennett 
3 Arnauts 
Woody & Bobby 
Ruddy Boylan 
Leo Delyon 
Monette & Perry 
Joy 
Circus 


Olson & 
Ganegler 
ATLANTIC CITY 
Steel Pier (1) il 
Behney Girls 
lew Fitzgibbons 
Florida 8 
Viola Layne 
Ilenny Youngman 
BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (1) 15 
Tex Ritter Co 
f‘urley Clemens 
Pumeona Lang 
State (1) 15-417 
The Barretts 


(“ Emmy & Pets 
Jimmy Leeds 


Ruy Thorsen 3 


CHICAGO 
Chicage (FP) 18 
Harry Babbitt 
Harmonicats 
Ross & Latlierre 
4 Kvans 
Oriental (1) 15 
Vaughn, Monroe O 
Moonmaids 
Zigeay Valent 
% Sapphires 
Cee Cee Binke 
Jav Lawrence 
Eddie Julian 
Karl Hunimel 
Regal (FP) 16 
CC Williams Co 
Pedve & Durand 
Kddie King Bad 
lhe'tph Brown 
AAMESTOWN 
Palace (W) 14 
only 
Tex Ritter Rev 
KINGSTON 
Bway (WR) 
Anson Sis 
M Iililton Co 
Andrews Twins 
Lady Frances 
Joyvee Braxeclle 
MIAMI 
Olympia (FP) 14 
Rudenko Bros 
Wally Overman 
Duke of VPuducah 
Steve Evans 
Richard Adair Co 
OMAHA 
Orpheum (Pf) 16 
Mills Bros 
S Dunham 
Marsnall 
Larry & Lynn 
PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (1) 15 
Deleon Sis 
Jack Raudall 
Patsy Garvett 
The Madcaps 
ROCKFORD 
Palace (1) 16-18 
“Laugh Time" 
O'Donnell & Blair 
Roberts & White 
2 Martingales 
Bob Lee 
Gleason Sanborn % 
Hy 


A 
Stanley (W) 15-15 


Ba 
Bros 





v ‘itchons Art Mooney Ore 
ene co" WASHINGTON 
The Griants Capitol (1) 15 
8-21 Lane & Claire 
Roland & Reid Simp'ns Marinets 
Marsha Carroll pape gee J ag ee 
“6 5 vi IOV avis B 
H ieee i Howard «ty 16 
' CAMDEN EK Hawkins Ore 
Towers (fF) 16-18 | Slam Stewart 3 
A Donnelly. & Bob | Harris & Scott 
Sue Carson Collins & Lee 
BRITAIN 
BIRMINGHAM 1LONDON 
Hippodrome (M) 12 Hippodrome (M) 12 
Ignorance Is Bliss Vie Oliver 
Harold Benes Pat hirkwood 
Gledys Hay Fred Eimney 
Michael Moore Melachrino Ore 
Matt Nixoa Marilyn Wightower 


Foulharmonic Ore 
O'Keefe Sis & 

B Richards 
Aerial Kenways 
Maurice French 
Jimmy Elliott 
J & M Kinson 


BRIGHTON 
Hippodrome (M) 12 
3 Astaires 
Rorrah Mineviteh 
Harmonica Rascals 
Walter Niblo 
Niley & Heller 
Toscanelli 
leslie Strange 
Robert Harbin 
Valmar 3 


CARDIFF 
New (8) 12 
Mystery Cavaleade 
M Colleano Co 

Moke & Poke 
Jenks & Williams 
Elsie Bower 
Vie Ray 3 
CHISWICK 
Empire (8S) 12 
Max Miller 
Suzette Tarri 
Kathleen Mvoody 
Duncan Gray 
Alfred Thripp 
DeBear & DuBarry 
trying Comets 
tial Mack to 
DERBY 
Grand (S) 12 
New Madhatters 
Syd Seymour 
Madhatiters Ba 
Constanee Evans 
Karle & Oscar 
Pat. O'Brien 
Eric Plant 


EDINBURGH 
Empire (M) #2 
Piccadilly Hayride 

Nat Jackley 
+ Hurricanes 
t Pagolas 
Marianne Tineotn 
Jack Francois 
PINSBURY PARK 
Empire (MM) 12 
MacDonald & 
Graham 
Merry Macs 
Keefe Bros & 
Annette 
Kadie Gray 
Peggy Mortimer 
Lew Parker 
Reg Radcliffe 
Forbes & Barrie 
GLASGOW 
Empire (M) 12 
Tlooper Sis 
Vearl Bailey 
s Jokers 
hefalo Co 
Aibert Whelan 
Gjaston, Palmer 
Peter Sinclair 
DeCamp & Dodge 
LEICESTER 
Opera House (8S) 12 
Snow White 
7 Dwarfs 
Palace (8) 12 
Talent Parade 
Bryaw Michie 





Houston & Stewart 
Doreen Hariis ' 
Vediock & Marlow 
Degimar & Rell 
Walcott Jiarois 


| Maurice 
| Rennett & 
i Jose Morenyo Ceo 


Michael Bentine 

Julie Andrews 

Jean Garson 

Santigo Bd 

Paltladiom (M) 12 

Thanks for Memory 

Kdgar Bergen 

Charlie MeCarthy 

GH Elliott 

Gertle Gliana 

Nellie Wallace 

Ella Shields 

Nandolf Sutton 

O'Parrell & Wnvers 

Freddie Sanborn 

F Boinbers'r & Pam 

Frank Marlowe 

Marie Louise, Chas 
MANCHESTER 

Hippodrome (8) 12 

Robb Wilten 

Jimmy O'Dea 

Celia Lipton 

Al Nernian 

Len Young 

Slim Royder 

Chas Hague 

$ Garvias 
SHEFETELD 
Empire (™) 12 

And So We Go On 

Issy Bonn 

vy & D Kendall 

Norry 

A & © Kemble 

Peterson Bros 

Francanas 


Jack Kelly Co 


SHEP’ERDS Buss i 


Empire (8) 1! 
Trinder Show 
‘Tommy Trinder 
Ganjou Bros «& 

Juanita 
Grossetto 3 
Woods & Jarrett 
Bob Benand 
Jerry Allen 3% 
Kuester & Shand 
Hal Collins 
Jean Barrie 
Bob Gibson 
Colin Dunne 
J Tiller Girls 

SOL THSEA 

King’s (M) 12 
Cavan (Connor 
Douglas Robinson 
Moon & Brown 
Charmian fnnes 

SUNDERLAND 

pg (My) 12 
This Was Army 
Ernie Alten 
Sonny Dawkes 
Metody 6 
Ken Ryan 
Daye Park 
Johnnie Stanton 
Sian Sanders 
Bobbie Graham 
Tommy Rese 

SWANSEA 

Empire (M) 12 
Spive & Drones 
Ernie Lotinga 
2 Tompsons 
4 Caballeros 
Gene Patton 
Basyl 
Lewis King 
Brewster & Lotinga 
Aun Grayson 

Wolverhampton 
Hippodrome (M) 12 
Flack & tucas 
Freneb 
Mavens 


16-17 | 


Madrigal , Tico & Chico 
Ronnie Cann | Dick Thorpe 

| Michael Miles | Moray Bros & 

| WOOD GREEN ' Dave 

| Empire (S) 12 | Joy Dexter 

|; Naughty Girls °48 | Bunny & Ryron 

| Ben Wrigley Moore & Hatton 
Maria Carmen Poppy Williams 1 





Cabaret Bills 








NEW YORK CITY 
Cafe Sectets Tony Bavaar 
| (Dowutown) Joey Gilbert 
| Mildred Bailey Carol King 


Avon Long 
| Calvin Jackson 
| Kudmund Hall Ore 
China Doll 


Donn Arden Line 


Hotel Astor 
C Cavallaro Ore 


Lenny Herman Ore 
| Katharine Chang Hotel New Yorker 
| Jack Soow Ray Eberle Ore 

Laurie Long lee Revue 

|} Cantons Muriel Pack 

| Matt Tuek Hotel Pennsylvania 
Nore Morales Skiteh Henderson O 
J. Frase Hotel St Morits 


( opacahana 
& lLaneford 
| Gali-Gali 


Menconi Ore 

Betty George 
llotel St Regie 

(lal Saunders Ore 


Dosey Beanie frances Maddux 
Ralph Young I “i Pepit 
Malone zsztlo & Vepito 


| Ray 
| M Durso Ore 
| Alvares Ore 
Diamond Horseshoe 
| .Jav Marshall 
i (irace & Nieco 
Choral Octet 
li Sandler Ore 
| Alverez Mera 
Juenger Ballet Line 
Ebony 
Charioteers 
Paterson & Jacks’n 
ilavrold King 
Betty Mays Ore ~ 
Jack Vopez Ore 
El Chico 
| Fernanda Crespa 
| t‘onde Luis 
Victovia Barcelo 
Rita & Rozino 
Los Panchos 
Havana-Madrid 
Chito Ivar 
Christians 
Realph Font Ore 
Machite Ore 
Hotel Belm’t-Plaza 
| Edie Stone Ore 
| . Hotel Biltmore 
| Richard Himber O 
| Harold Nagel Ore 
| Hotel Com 
' B Raeburn Ore 
Hotel Edison ¢ 


j 





Milt Shaw Ore 
Pepito Arvello Ore 
Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 

Charlie Drew 
Hotel Warwick 
Alan MecPaige 3 
Latin Quarter 
Ina Ray Hutton Or 
Willie Shore 
3 Hucksters 
Danny Riccardi 
Al Morgan 
Costello Twins 
Patricia Adair 
Richards-Adair Der 
M Frichette 


.Pup! Campo Ore 


Bon Vivants 

B&B Harlow Ore 

. Leon & Eddie’s 

Eddie Davis 

Art Waner Ore 

Rosita Moreno 

Gee & Whis 

Judith Blair 

Albertas 

Harry Prime 

Shenard Line 

oO Roumantas 

Sadie Banks 

Joe LaPorte Ore - 

DM Aquila Ore 
Versailles 


Ray Seott 6 Nancy Donovan 
| Ne 1 Wifth Ave Rob Grant Ore 
Tony Craig Panchito Ore 
llinvel Webster Village Kern 
| Dawney & Fonvill | Hal Grabam Ore 


Penthouse Cleb 
Martha Short 
Rusha Rodel 


A! Trace Orch 
' Jackie Van 


Kay Thompson 
Williams  Bres 
Hotel Bismark 
Don MeGrane Orch 
Richard Gordon 





Curley Clements 8 
Saphrony 
Pat Dennie 


Oscar Walzer Bud Cameron 
Riviera Rose Thurston 

Slate Bros Pinte Pete 

Way Carroll Waldorf-Astoria 

| Romo Vineent Guy Lombard Ore 

| Orlandos Mischa Borr Ore 

CHICAGO . 

Blackhawt Dancers (12) 


Therons (6) 
Chez Paree 


Danny Thomas 
Hotel Blaekstone Martha King 
Ray Morton Ore Mage & Karr 


Leroy Bros (2) 

M Gould Ore (16) 

Lane Adams 

D Chiesta Combe 

Dorothy Dergen 
Dancers Co 


Ken er pa. “oe oO 
- ue Foster re 
| Jayne ‘Walton Rudy Richards 
| Kvelyn ‘erry 


Mike Young 

Bill Chandler Ore 

| Edgewater Beach 
| Geo Olsen Ore 

| Bobby May 
{Andrea Dners 3 

| Bozo the Dog 


Dorothy Hila 





The Prestons (2) 

Jean Arlen 

Matian Spelman 

Skating Bivdears 
Paimer House 

Liberace 

Clifford Guest . 

M Abbott Dicra, 16 

Miorian ZaBach Ove 

Giselle & F Szyoni 





Retty Gray 
{ 





! 


Jessel’s Deal 


[aterm Continued from page 3 


‘biz properties lined up such as 
“Call Me Mister;” “I Don't Care,” 
‘the Eva Tanguay biopic ( Betty 
Grable); and his remake of ‘“Bur- 
lesque,” now called “When My 
Baby Smiles At Me,” with Dan 
|Dailey doing the original Hal 
\Skelly role. This is primed for 
late fall release. “Waltz Into 
'Darkness,” by William Irish,_ is 
next on Jessel’s agenda after 
“Mister.” John M. Stah] will direct 
“Waltz,” Linda Darnell starring. 

| Producer is now junketing with 
‘the Darryl Zanucks in Europe as a 
‘sort of “bonus” from the studie 
for his “Burlesque” chore, which 
the company regards highly. Jessel 
has dates with Winston Churchill 
_and General de Gaulle. One of 
ithe plans is for him to introduce 
'Churchill at the Los Angeles Press 
Club when the British statesman 
visits the U. S. next winter. 

| Jessel returns in 10 days or so, 
'‘fiving both ways, but the Zanucks 
| (ineluding their 15-year-old Susan) 
will sojourn in South France for 
a month and return from England 
where the 20th production head has 
some intensive business parleys.. . 
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Palladium. Londen 
London, July 6. 
Edgar Bergen, “Thanks for the 


Memory,” with Ella Shields, Gertie | 


Gitana, Nellie Wallace, G. H. El- 
liott, Talbot O’Farreti, Randoitph 
Sutton, Billy Danvers, Frank Mar- 
lowe, Freddie Sanborn, Freddie 
Bamberger & Pam, Marie Louise 
& Charles, 8 Rosebuds with Paul 
Conrad, Skyrockets Orchestra. 





Edgar Bergen has the slickest 
ventriloquial act ever seen here 
and deservedly won enthusiastic 
acclaim. Bergen scored extra plau 
dits for being smart enough to 
topicalize his banter with Charlie 
McCarthy, shooting some 
ticisms at Britain’s new national 
health campaign during an opera- 
tion scene with his wooden part- 
ner. 

The show hit the right note from 
= opening aerial act of Marie 
,ouise and Charles, which is stand- 
out, followed by the return of come- 
dian Freddie Bamberger and Pam in 
rare form. Freddie Sanborn con- 
tribs best xylophoning since Teddy 
Brown. Then came frank Marlowe, 
whose knockabout antics had audi- 
ence yelling for more, and got him 
rave bouquets from press. Bergen 
closes the first half and the rest 
of the show, presented by Don 
Ross under the title of “Thanks 
for the Memory,” reintroduces 
seven old-time vauders. 

Randolph Sutton opens with one 
of his famous comedy songs and 
foliows with “On Mother Kelly’s 
Doorstep.” Comedienne Nellie 
Wallace—as coarse and as funny 
as ever; male impersonator Elia 
Shields presents her “Burlington 
Bertie” number; Talbot O'Farrell 
contribs oldtimers; comedian Billy 
Danvers injects new life and 
laughter into his old stories; Gertie 
Gitana warbles 
unusual freshness. 
they had the oldsters in the au- 
dience nostalgically singing with 
them, and the youngsters enjoying 
the songs their mothers used to 
sing. It’s no wonder the combined 
talent and memories of these seven 
have been packing them in wher- 
ever “Thanks for the Memory” has 
played on the road. Jock. 


@Grienutal, Chi 
Chicago, July 8. 
Dick Haymes, Artie Dann, Lou 
& Lityan Bernard, Emerald Sisters 
(2), Carl Sands’ House Orch (17) 
with Marilyn O'Shaughnessy, 
“Dangerous Years” (20th). 


Cuts in daytime prices to match 
the recent downscaling at Bala- 
ban & Katz Loop houses brought 
in standees at the first show. 
bs poe day b.o. reached a hefty 





Emerald Sisters open bill with | 
ea 


comic acro routines ly salted 
with pene prattfalls. Pair offs 
to prime , following tandem 
rolls on and off a table. Lou and 
Lilyan Bernard’s harmonica duets 
of a classic, two standards and a 
jive closer are well received. 


Marilyn O'Shaughnessy, winner | 


of a local chirp contest, vocals 
orch’s theme song in okay style. 
with the maestro, Carl Sands, in a 
keyboarding followup. Orch’s go 
at “Hora Staecato” has brass men 
doubling for a total of nine violins. 

h Artie Dann’s material 
thins at some points, he neverthe- 
less draws steady yocks. Comic’s 
nose bears the brunt in a jest ses- 


sion that ends with impressions, | 


mostly pale except for Jimnty Du- 
rante bit. Return has him imi- 
tating the Pathe News rooster and 
chanting a thank-you. 
Dick Haymes lofts lyrics with a 
sure and expert touch. 
arousing femme squeals through 
t, opens with “Great Day” and 


ollows with two pop standards for | 


choice returns. “Old Man River” 
takes him off to salvos, with teen- 
s calling for faves. Closer, 
“Little White Lies,” wins more 
plaudits. Baxt. 


Hippodrome, Balto. 

Baltimore, July 10. 

Lester Cole & Debs (5), Morey 

5 Zanes, Jimmy Leeds, Romaine & 

bette, Jo House Orch 

); “Fuller Brush Man’ (Col) 
(2nd wk}. 


Pleasing setup reaches strong 
climax with ensemble singing of 
Lester Cole and his quartet o 
leokers after successive spots of 
good variety. Following a solid 
pinta via special overture by Jo 

bardi house orch, who punch 
= arrangement of “Ciri Biri Bin,” 
omaine & Babette, nice appearing 
mixed duo of balancers, turn in 
smart routine of tricks that set a 


groovey pace. 
Jimmy Leeds interpolates 
while manipul 


and closes solid har- 
Q”’ Heart.” 


of My 
SEE feos caste ehick Gas’ 
“2 dame crossfire which gets a 





com- 
ating 


Lh ila Na a 


House Reviews 


wit- | 


and dances with | 
For an hour | 


Singer, 





good lift at finish via two tiny 
pooches pitching in with yowling 
to musical accompaniment and lead 
‘the orch with tail-wagging. 

( Cole has a nice aggregation of 
‘femmes this time out, contributing 
his usually well-arranged group vo- 
eals briskly and to good response. 
Working out of a Victor Herbert 
medley, “Temptation,” and “May 
I Never Love Again” are sold to the 
|hilt amd supply a perfect clincher. 
Act has lots of appeal and could 


lift any doings into real distinction. | 


Audience went for it in a very big 
way here. 
Biz okay. 


Apelic. N. Y. 
International Sweethearts of 
Rhythm Orch (15) with Betty 
Shepherd, Vi Burnside: Wynonie 


Burm. 


| Harris, Teddy Bacon. Ralph Coo- 


per, Viwian Harris, George Wil- 
liams, Savage’s Brownskin Chorus 
(8). with Toby Winters; “Woman 
From Tangier” (Col). 





Current sepia layout though 
lacking in marquee lure shapes 
up as entertaining fare that pleases 
the usual colored clientele of this 
house. New cooling system is also 
helping at the Db.o. 

Top billing is divided between 


Wynonie Harris, baritone special- | 
izing in blues, and International | 


Sweethearts of Rhythm, all-gal 
orch composed of colored and ofay 


| members. Outfit, comprising three 


rhythm, five reeds and six brasses, 


| Zive out in loud and blary tempos. 


However, despite slick arrange- 
ments and good musicianship, they 
don’t seem to registers on the deci- 
bels as well as they should. Could 
be that Apello audiences may have 
an antipathy toward femme out- 
fits, previously demonstrated a few 
weeks back when Ina Ray Hutton’s 
outfit didn’t do great shakes here 
either. 

Band takes over on “Rompin’ the 
Ramp” as prelude to Betty Shep 
herd’s sultry warbling of a brace 
of ballads to fair reception. Teddy 
Bacon, hoofer, wakes ’em up with 


| slick line of acrodance routines to 


score nicely. Ralph Cooper, em- 
ieee, teams with house comics 
Vivian Harris and George Williams 
for comedy skit. 

Band takes over again for sweet 
| version of “All of Me,” backed by 
choral setup of gal tootlers, with 
subsequent spotlighting of Vi 
Burnside, saxist, on ‘““Robins Nest.” 
Cooper and Miss Harris then 
throw in a bedroom skit such as 
would make Mae West blush but 
kills them here. 

Wynonie Harris grabs the loud- 
est hand in closing slot with a re- 
prise of some of his former disk 
faves such as “Wynonie Blues,” 
“Lotta Papa Mamma” and “Here 
Comes the Blues.” A solid hit. 

Brownskin Chorus, fronted by 
'Toby Winters, contribs trio of 
| numbers spacing the acts. Gals are 
‘lookers and can heof. They win 
| niece returns on Harlemania jungle 
‘number and finale. Miss Winters 
| does jungle dance solo in subdued 
'kootch style. Edba. 


Olympia. Miami 
Miami, July 10. 
Art Jarrett, Dave Barry, Rochelle 
'& Beebe, Lewis & Van, George & 
Tim Dormonde, Les Rhode House 
Orch; “April Showers” (WB). 








Current stage bill stresses come- 
dics. with the overall making a 
| pleasant session. 

_ Art Jarrett, vet tenor, toplines 
and does okay with his high-rang- 
ing vocalistics and self accomps on 
|guitar. Blends ballad-pops neatly 
| with “You Can't Be True” and “I 
'_May Be Wrong” standouts. 
Comedy impressionist Dave 
| Barry almost steals show via a 
canto of waggery that keeps laughs 
coming at steady pace. Material 
|is mostly fresh, and where there is 
'a familiar tinge, slick delivery adds 
‘newness. Takeoffs on radio and 
| Screen toppers interwoven in nifty 
/manner garners top returns. 

| Another solid comedy sequence 
is the dance satires of Rochelle and 
| Beebe. Duo win hearty palm pay- 
‘off with their screwy versions of 
‘the ballreomologists who take 
themselves too seriously. 

Rounding out laugh side of lay- 
,out, unicyelists George and Tim 
|Dormonde do stunts with clown- 
‘ing to bring laughs and gasps. 

Lewis and Van teeoff bill with 


¢ clever terp routines for hedlthy 


| palming. 
' Les Rhode house orch handles 
backgrounds in capable fashion. 


Lary. 


Awan Stages Cal. Fair 
Sacramento, July 13. 

Adrian Awan, who handled the 
,entertainment at the California 
State Fair in 1947, is doing it again 
‘this year. 
' Three shows will be presented 
between Sept. 2 and 12, with a 
budget of $120,000, the highest to 





s 
Radio Follow-Up 
Continued from page 3 
Miss Lillie is starred in the legit 
revue, “inside U. S. A.” at the 
Century, N. Y., the broadeasi pre- 
sented her as a viee-presidential 
candidate on a nationwide cam- 
paign tour. Some of the material 
was borrowed from the legit show, 
| but it all seemed a bit desperate 








ee 


' 
t 
t 


land taxing. Allowing for apparent- | 


ily insufficient rehearsal, the ¢ 
| fault was the labored seript. 





Mel Allen has hit upon an inter- 
esting stunt in using guest broad- 
easters for an inning during some 
of the N. Y. Yankees’ away-from- 
home baseball games. Besides be- 
ing a friendly gesture, it provides 
a basis of comparing the New 
York brand of sportseasting with 
that in the various other American 
League cities, and sometimes gives 
an enlightening hint of how the 
Yankee team locks to the out-of- 
towner. The night of July 6, for 
the seventh inning of the Red Sox 
game in Boston, the guest spieler 
was Jim Britt, an obviously capable 
performer. Allen has done the 
same thing recently from St. Louis 
and Cleveland, also with pleasant 
listening results. The practice is 
worth continuing, possibly 
frequently. 





The intermission gab on the 
N. Y. City symphony broadcasts 
from the Central Park Mall, N. Y.. 
via WNYC, New York, sounds like 
a satire of a bad commercial. Pro- 
fessional copy writers at the ad 
agencies know better than to write 
commercials that long. As heard 


only plugged the station's program 
booklet, but did an interminable 
sell for good music in. general and 
WNYC music programs in particu- 


‘What Code?’ 


—————- Continued from page 23 


studying it.” Another program 
exec said his web was “awaiting’ 
clarification” of the code. Still an- 
other said it was his impression 
the code did not go into effect as 
far as the nets are concerned until 
Jan. 1. 

Unanimously, they confirmed 
that they are continuing to solicit 
free merchandise in return for 
brand-name plugs of the products 
on the air and are not considering 
these plugs as “advertisjng copy.” 

There wasn't amy question, how- 
ever, as to the clarity of the spe- 
cific restrictive clause applying to 
merchandise giveaways, except 
whether brand-name mentions on 
sustainers constituted commercial 
copy. The provision clearly states 
that trade-name mentions, “or 
language sufficiently descriptive to 
identify” products, “should . be 
considered as advertising copy and, 
as such, a part of and included in 
the total time allowances as herein 
provided.” 

The producer of one of the give- 
aways that’s clicked seemed to sum 
up the common attitude: “The 
code doesn’t mean a thing. As long 
as the giveaway fad lasts, the nets 
will do as they please about plug- 
ging merchandise.” 














producer last season. As director 
of “Studio One” Markel has been 
getting $425 a week from CBS. 
“Ford Theatre” as such will be 
a combined CSB-K&E operation, 
with Markel reportedly insisting 
that Vincent McConnor be given 
the script editing assignment, as 


McConnor was responsible for 
about a third of the “Studio One” 
scripts. 

Fate of “Studio One” is still up 
in the air, with CBS program di- 
rector Hubbell Robinson huddiing 
with William S. Paley and Frank 
Stanton on the advisability of 
making it a Coast production un- 
der Harry Ackerman’s supervision, 


If “Studio” goes west, it will likely 
be changed into an hour adven- 
ture-type show. Alternative is te 
scrap the show completely. 

A major reason why the sponsor 
was reluctant to switch “Ford 
Theatre” from NBC to CBS was 
the sacrifice of volume discounts 
the move involves. With “Ford 
Theatre” and the Fred Allen show 
both on NBC, the auto concern 
earned a sizable amount in re- 
bates. But by moving “Theatre” 
to CBS, the firm loses a reported 
$230,000 discount. 





more | 


one night last week, the blurb not | 


successor to Howard Teichmann. | 


hief | of this spot get from Danny Thom- 


} 


|: 
——__-_ (ontinued from page 23 h 
rge 


with William Robson as producer. |g F 





Chez Paree, Chi 
Chicago, July 9. 
Danny Thomas, Martha King, Le 
Roy ions. (2), Mage & Karr, Bevo. 
thy Dorber line (10), Marty Gould 
Orch. Don Chiesta Rhumoa Bard; 
$3.50 minimum. 





Added kick that many patrons 


as comes from the fact that they 
applauded him upward in the days 
when he was caviar to the masses. 
The Chez was his first stop when 
he made the long jump from a 
North Side nabe nitery to the big 
time. Some of his routines are 
so well known to rimgsiders that 
they eall for them by name. 
Striking quality about those self- 
same routines is their insistence on 
good taste and avoidance of even 





pale blue. And as a dialectician 


Thomas illustrates the difference | semi-classical 


between witty characterization and 
sour racial stereotyping. His sensi- 
tivity in regard to material is evi- | 
deneed by omission of his wailing 
Syrian standby because of current | 
tension in the Levant. : 

Comic opens in mellow,. rem 
niscent mood, recalling his stand 
at the now-defunct 5100 Club, then 
switches to wry comment on his 
radio show. In a serenade to his 
old home town, Toledo, he mixes 
lugubrious nostalgia with Chamber 
of Commerce statistics. A_travel- 
ogue of Trinidad has him chanting 
a calypso, followed by an account 
of Pat Murphy's hectic wake. His 
familiar Italian describing a base- 
ball game serves as a salvoed 
closer for a yock-studded session. 

Mage and Karr tee-off bill with 
smart tap terping, varied by the 
male’s solo of “Donkey Serenade” 
while the femme cleats annoyance. 
Martha King, seen recently in the 
Chi company of “Show Boat.” sur- 
prises with her prime reception in 
a spot that can be tough for con- 
traltos. Songstress clicks with 
three show tunes and draws heavy 
hand with “Come Back to Sor- 
rento.” 

The Le Roy Bros.’s puppet work 
is deft and clever. Pair pulls the 
strings on a Hawaiian hipper. a 
balloon-blowing clown, a_ frantic 
skin-beater, and a brace of skele- 
tons. Luminous clown and grave- 
haunting skeletons make for a well- 
received novelty. 

Dorothy Dorben line steps out 
impressively in a Balinese num- 
ber and a flounced-gown summery 
sequence. Marty Gould orch backs 
neatly, with Walter Popp at the 
88 for Danny Thomas. Baxzt. 


Versailles. N. Y. 
(FOLLOWUP) 


Nancy Donovan is the new 
thrush at Nick & Arnold’s plush 
East 50th street nitery, and the 
Irish- American songbird, a strik- 
ingly titian beauty, doesn't forsake 
the Continental aura which has 
dominated this bistro. Still under 
the influence of the Brisson-Piaf- 
Solidor parlay, she medleys a 
familiar cavaleade of French pops 
(wisely doing the English versions), 
but doesn’t forsake the ould sod 
metier altogether. 

Blend this with a surefire pot- 
pourri of American pops, coupled 
with a striking personality, a 
trained voice that doesn’t need the 
mike (although she utilizes it in 
the main) and seasoned with well- 
poised cafe floor presence, and 

iss Donovan is on the road to 
Mandalay. No nitery newcomer 

owever, her performances in the 

aed have —- in the big small 
. Row she has 

bie’ ie : truly made the 

For the cafe she’s a wise mid- 
summer stopgap, obviously not as 
costly as Edith Piaf, et al. (who 
incidentally, returns in September) 
nor even Suzy Solidor, likewise 
slated for a midwinter encore, hav- 
ing now gone back to her Cafe de 
I — nea in Paris. 

er usua G ie 
chito. make with P gyn tg 
Latin tempos, Grant also doubling 
as an okay batoneer conferencier. 


Abel. 





Empire « 
(PALMER MOUSE) 


Chicago July 8 
Liberace, Clifford Guest. Giete, 
coe Scpent, st, Gistelle 


dancers (10), 

(12); cover $1, minimum $3.50. 
Merriel Abbott has brou back 

her colorful line and watts show 

around her dancers wi 

— motif. Two 

are imports, and Liberace, 

the show, provides intimete tea 

In addition, Florian Zabach uses a 

violin choir of seven pieces. 
Zabach, who has not been seen 

here in some years with a large 

band, has been taking his job as a 

glamor maestro Seriously and 


Merrie! Abbott 
Zabach orch 


- | recuperate. 





less 
has built a combination which can 


Night Club Reviews 


fit well into any large room. Ace- 
cent, backing the leader’s violin 
solos, is on the fiddle section, with 
other members doubling on the 
strings. Compositions played are 
mostly on the standard revue kick 
although maestro shines in “Hora 
Staccato.” 

Abbott dancers in their return 
display training that places them 
a cut above bistro lines. Routines 
have them by-passing the New 
Look, for scanty, eyefilling cos- 
tumes in opening number. They 
return later for another number 
with Francois Szyoni in ballet style, 
which is more in keeping with the 
motif of revue. 

Giselle and Francois Szyoni, from 
the Bal Tabarin, Paris, offer nifty 
ballet terps. (New Acts). 

Clifford Guest, former Australian 
disk jockey, has an unusual ventre 
act. (New Acts}. 

Liberace takes the usual nitery 
numbers and dis- 


| plays sturdy background of years 
|of concert work. Numbers such as 


Malaguena,” “Clair de Lune,” 
“14th Hungarian Rhapsody,” and 
others are done straight but where 
he fails is in his attempt to do vari- 
ations on “Four Leaf Clover,” 
which is hack stuff that any bar 
pianist does and, in many Cases, 
much better. In “12th Street Rag” 
he demonstrates good Dixieland 
style pianoing. Pianist tries to emu- 
late Hildegarde with a special song 
to greet his friends, which doesn't 
jell and should be _ disearded. 
Zabe. 


Cafe Seciety Bowntewn, 
(NEW YORK) 


Mildred Bailey, Avon Long, Cal- 
vin Jackson, Cliff Jackson, Dave 
Martin orch (4); $3 méintmum. 





With its customary emphasis on 
music, particularly lowdown blues, 
this Greenwich Village standby of- 
fers a solid show for its special 
following. Even at the dinner show 
Friday might, when business is apt 
to be light at this time of year, the 
spot was fairly well filled and the 
reaction was cordial. 

Mildred Bailey, whose casual 
skill at putting over a song offsets 
whatever she may hove lost in ve 
cal power, is the merited finale of 
the bill. As always, her easy de- 
livery, clear diction and devotion 
to the meiody, coupled with her 
unassuming yet confident manner, 
holds her audience utterly. She 
sings four numbers, “Keep Your 
Hards on the Plough,” “More Than 
You Know,” “Keep Your Eye On 
Your Best Friend’ and the inev- 
itable “Ol Roekin’ Chair.” and 
could stay for a couple more if 
she'd cared to. : 

Avon Long, working under obvi- 
ous difficulties on such a small 
floor and with the audience at such 
short range. does three song and 
dance numbers for fair effect. 
Never much of a singer, he has to 
depend on that part of the act and 
curtail his usually more impressive 
soft-shoe hoofing. In such close 
quarters, his wrinkled suit and un- 
brushed suede shoes are uncom- 
fortably evident. 

Calvin Jackson, introduced 
simply as “the genius of the 
piano,” rips off somfe impressive 
keyboard gymnastics, but rarely 
lets the composer emerge. Under 
the circumstances, his playing of 
Chopin’s C-Sharp Minor Waltz, in 
which he confines himself to the 
score, is unquestionably the high- 
light. His performance of “Show 
Me the Way to Go Home,” some- 
what in the style of Bach and an 

completely unrecognizable 
“Lady Be Good” suggest more in- 
terest in the performance than the 
music. However, the short, enor- 
mously diffiewlt finale is sock. 

Dave Martin's four-piece_ crew 
(piano. guitar, bull fiddle and 
drums) plays the show presentab- 
ly, does two numbers by way of 
“overture” and is on for incidental 
dancing. Martin doubles as m.c. 
for the show. Cliff Jackson sup 
plies pleasant piano —* 


Judy Canova’s Collapse 
Cancels 1-Niter Tour 


Little Rock, Ark., July 13. 
Stricken with a fainting spell 
while performing here last week 
at the Municipal Auditorium, Judy 


Canova has cancelled her remain- 
ing one-night bookings and re- 
turned to her Hollywood home to 
A leeal physician 
ascribed her collapse to “complete 
exhaustion.” 

Miss Canova had finished her 
songs and had just launched into 
some dance routines when she 
collapsed, falling to the footlights. 
Stagehands carried her to dress 
ing room. The auditorium show 
drew some 7,000 spectators. 
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HINGES ON COIN 


No Bway Plays Suitable for London, TF|F COVERARE Pay Minimums, Arbitration Clause 


Sez Littler, Returning 


Emile Littler, London producer ¢ 


{ 


currently visiting New York, has 
seen no Broadway shows suitable 
for presentation in England. Arriv- 
ing by plane last Wednesday ‘ 7) 
with his wife, actress Cora Coffin, 
he has seen most of the musicals 
and straight plays produced since 


his last visit, and will sail tomor- | 


row (‘(Thurs.) midnight. on the 
Queen Elizabeth. 

As the producer of the London 
editions of “Annie Get Your Gun,” 
“Song of Norway,” “The Medium” 


and “The Telephone,” “Claudia,” | 


“Finian’s Rainbow” and other 
American shows, Littler has defi- 
nite theories of the relative audi- 


ence tastes of the two countries. | 
he believes that 


For instance, 
“Finian” failed in England because 
the public didn’t like its “message” 
about racial equality. which is not 
a problem 
propaganda angle, he says, there 
wasn’t enough story to carry the 
show. 

“Annie,” on the other hand, has 
a strong story, plus colorful char- 
acters and setting. Littler believes 
the English public is tired of 
“message” plays and now prefers 
unadulterated entertainment. He is 
careful to remark that a play or 
musical that is entertaining enough 
can also have a “message,” but 
the entertainment must be dom- 
inant. 

Among the specific Broadway 
shows that Littler had considered 


ssibilities for production in the | 


est End are “Mister Roberts.” 


“Allegro,” “High Button Shoes” | 


and “Look, Ma, I'm Dancin’.” 

Littler regards “High Button | 
Shoes” as primarily a vehicle for a 
comedian and believes that with 
some revision it might do for any | 
one of a half-dozen or so London 
comics. He's particularly inter- | 
ested in making a deal for this | 
play. 

Littler’s plans for this season in- | 
clude formation of “Annie” and) 
“Norway” road companies to tour | 
the United Kingdom for the sec- | 
ond season, starting in October, | 
while the original London produc-— 
tion of “Annie,” with Dolores Gray | 
and Bill Johnson, is in its second | 
year. He will also send out tour- | 
ing companies of “The Barretts of | 
Wimpole Street,” “Charley’s Aunt” | 
(with a production designed b 
Cecil Beaton, who did the lush 
decor for the revival of “Lady Win- 
dermere’s Fan” on Broadway two 
Seasons ago) and “Quaker Girl.” 
He'll also put on eight Christmas 
pantomimes, all opening the same 
day, Dec. 24, in London. 

Besides his production activities, 
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there. Without that | 


ilbert - 7 An outline of the two alternate 
Gil Miller Haas 5 plans for consolidation of the vari- 
To Do Worden Pieces ous Associated Actors and Artistes 
_ “My wether Was a Beauty,” a pa ee “one big 
series of New Yorker pieces by “@%" aS gone to member or- 
Helen Worden (Mrs. John Erskine), ee usaeniae, a pe Rhone 
ay am acquired ag each union will pass on the pro- 
Roland Haas, who hope yaeaie and then submit them to 

for production on Broadway this eir memberships for ratification. 
oe ‘ac | -he possible results are adoption of 
Soprenched todo Ui atennatiat either the national or reglanal plan 
but has other commitments. No po ae gee of “revitalization, 
| Other dramatist is set. ould in effect involve no 


| The asthe rote iati for | drastic change. 

publication of the pieces in book |. 4A¢Cording to various participants 
form, either in time for the Christ- ; 4 the recent merger discussions in 
mas trade or by next spring. She New York, at which the alternate 








also has another story in mind, Pl#ns Were drawn up, the American 
which she may do as a play or film Federation of Radio Artists is hot 
original, but that will follow her {" full consolidation into “one big 
revisions for the book edition of “2108.” The American Guild of Va- 
“Mother.” |riety Artists also favors a strong 
central union, as does the smaller 
~ i ‘American Guild of Musical Artists. 
Jed Harris te Revive Actors Equity Assn. spokesmen ap- 
€ Ba T nen 49 a to ed a modified consol- 
| idation, possibly the regional plan, 
Teen y ree fi while the Screen Actors Guild and 
With Rathbone, Straight Sereen Extras Guild reps expressed 
preference for the regional alterna- 
| Jed Harris is planning a revival “Ve. , - R 
of Mordaunt Shairp “The Green |, The question of television juris- 
‘Bay Tree” for the season of 1949-| diction is a touchy matter to all the 
(50. It will star Basil Rathbone in Affiliates. As the original actor 
the part of Mr. Dulcimer, played Union, Equity has always claimed 
in the original New York produc- ‘hat it retained jurisdiction over 
tion by James Dale. Beatrice "*¥ entertainment media, includ- 
Straight will portray the girl, orig- "£ video. However, AFRA is al- 
inally played by Jill Esmond. No |Teady entrenched in the spot 
one has been selected for the three trough its contracts with the net- 
lother parts, originally done by WOrks and ad agencies, which dom- 
|Laurence Olivier, Leo G. Carroll inate actual telecasting. 


Remain Main Snags to Equity Pact 


+ With prospects of a compromise 





Slugging Match 

Contract negotiations  be- 
tween the League of N. Y. 
Theatres and Actors Equity 
Assn., which have been un- 
usually bitter this year, actu- 
ally reached the slugging stage 
last week. At one point, after 
Lee Sabinson asserted that 
rising costs resulting from 
union r@égulations have elimi- 
nated the profit from theat- 
rical production, Clay Clement, 
one of the Equity representa- 
tives, twitted him about re- 
cently buying an expensive 
auto. 

Sabinson didn't reply at first, 
but apparently brooded over 
the crack, and some moments 
later called Clement a stupid 
so-and-so, and suddenly let go 
a punch, staggering the slight- 
er and considerably older 
actor. The men were sep- 
arated before either could do 
any more damage, and Sabin- 
son was forced to apologize 
before the Equity contingent 
would resume palavers. 


‘Guild Subscribers 
In Boston Chowder 








Boston, July 13. 
There has been criticism here 
'from Theatre Guild - American 
| Theatre Society subscribers over 
the list of shows announced for 





and O. P. Heggie. 

The revival is to be presented by 
Fred Finklehoffe, producer of 
“The Heiress,” at the Biltmore, | 
N. Y., in which Harris is associated 
and which stars Rathbone, with. 
Miss Straight in the femme lead 
created by Wendy Hiller. The idea 
is to produce “Tree” on the Coast 
next summer, when “The Heiress” | 
has completed its season-long tour. 
With production costs considerably | 
lower there, it’s expected that the 
show can be tried out in Los 
Angeles and San Francisco, then | 
brought to Broadway early in the | 
fall. 
Harris, who produced and di- 
rected the original “Tree” in the 


athe saeee Pn age next season. According to several 
tion over films for tele, but might | /0¢@! subscribers, at least one of 
have trouble imposing that author- 
ity in the video transmission : — > = grt those presented by 
in which AFRA holds power. Also, | *%-*. 

AFRA controls kinescope recording | In its prospectus for potential 
off the cathode tube. All these Subscribers, TG-ATS has  an- 


the plays mentioned will definitely | 


agreement apparently fairly good, 
‘vepresentatives of the League of 
N. Y. Theatres and Actors Equity 
Assn. will meet again this after- 
‘noon (Wed.) to continue negotia- 
tions for a new contract to cover 
| Broadway and the road. There has 
‘been siow but steady progress 
‘toward an agreement in the last 
\few sessions, particularly Monday 
(12). Meetings are being held at 
‘the Hetel Actor, N.Y. 

The two main points still at odds 
are salary minimums, for both 
| Broadway and the road, and the 
‘arbitration clause under the con- 
‘tract. There have been some 
prospects of a compromise on the 
isalary angle, but both sides appear 
to be adamant on the matter of 
arbitration. League spokesmen 
have deelared their intention of 
coutinuing the negotiations as long 
|&$ meocessary to neach an agreement. 
\'The Equity contingent, which 
prepared several times to break off 
| the talks during the early huddles, 
jhas recently shown more inclina- 
‘tion to continue, 

The League's last offer of a $10 
'general salary raise was 

(down last. week by the actor rep- 
| resentatives, one of whom indicated 
|Monday that the union would be 
willing to accept a $20 boost. How- 
ever, several of the producer group 


Over "48-’49 Sked increase ait ae shite oe aoe 


League to resist any 
‘further concessions. Equity’s orig- 
inal demands were for raises from 
$60 to $75 in New York and from 
$75 to $100 on the road, plus $50 a 
week rehearsal pay instead of the 
present $25. : 

| Although there is an arbitration 
‘Clause in the present contract, 
League executives want to expand 
it to cover all cases of dispute 
| between individual managers and 
Equity. Obviously motivated by 


; | teat 
angles are potent in the present cir- | nounced that its shows “will be | recent disputes between the The- 


cumstances, since AFRA has indi- | Chosen from among” the following: 
(Continued on page 51) 


‘Okla!’ for Aussie 





atre Guild and the Equity council, 


“Love Life,” the new Kurt Weill- | League favo 
| Alan Jay Lerner musical to be pro-\| SOpitration setup for all differences 


‘tion of an S. N. Behrman adapta- . 
Finally Signatured ‘°°: starring the Lunts; “The |Contitions, the oy -— 


| Heiress,” last season's Broadway tne 


Final papers for presentation of hit starring Basil Rathbone; “Em- 
“Oklahoma!” in Australia were 


signed over the weekend by Dor- Barry from the original play by | 


at” cm 


press of China,” adapted by Philip *®°P° or other impartial group. 


The present code is due to ex- 


Y fall of 1933, will stage the revival. thy Stewart, N. Y. rep of the 


|He also staged “The Heiress.” At 4 y<cie J. C. Williamson theatres 
the = Secmiek unekeaben chain. — rr sage rep- 
direct 3 productio sented musical’s authors, 
of Jean-Paul Sartre's “Les Main Dicherd Rodgers and Oscar Ham- 
Sales” (“Dirty Hands") for fait | merstein II, and the Sidney Fiei- 
presentation on Broadway. It will | ner office, Miss Stewart. Musical 
be retitled “Red Gloves. is to be done in Melbourne the 





Littler is a member of the board | end of the year, probably for 


Christmas. Williamson will use 


‘Jean Pierre Aumont, and starring 
latter; “Jane,’ another new Behr- 
man comedy; “The Play’s the 
, Thing,” the current Broadway re- 
| Vival starring Louis Calhern, and 
| “Make Way for Lucia,” Alfred De- 
Liagre’s production of a new play 
by John van Druten. 

| According to word from New 
York, “The Heiress” is not among | 


of directors for 16 West End the- | 
atres operated by his brother. 
Prince Littler, He’s also executive 
governor of the Shakespeare 
Memorial theatre at Stratford-on- 
Avon. His brother is not associated 
in the theatrical productions of 
Emile Littler, but the British edi- 





_ tion of “Annie” was partly financed | 


by Louis Dreyfus, London repre-_ 
sentative of Chappell music. 
However, Littler explains, he 
does most of his productions. 
entirely with his own money, as do 
other That is. 
unlike the U. S. system, under 


BRIT. SHAKESPEARE CO. 
SLATED FOR U.S. DATES 


The Shakespeare Memorial | 
Theatre, Stratford-On-Avon, will 
come to the U. S. for an engage- 
ment during the 1949-50 season, 
according to Jack Hylton and 
Emile Littler, British legit produc- 
ers and members of the exec gov- 
ernors of the Stratford group. Both 
Hylton and Littler return to Lon- 
don aboard the Queen Elizabeth 
tomorrow (Thurs.) 

Initial plans of the British reper- 


U. S. principals but there won't the piays on the TG-ATS list, as_ 
be any casting till about Labor the Shuberts and Marcus Heiman, 
Day. 
Meantime, “John Loves Mary” Office, have already 

opened 2s a success July 3 at the down. The Guild had presumably | 
Royal, Sydney, for Williamson. okayed it. There’s some doubt | 


Cast is the same as for the pre- here whether “The Play’s the | 


vious Aussie “Born Yesterday” Thing” will be among the actual 


ley Powers and Stewart Long in local subscribers long ago learned, 
the leads. Miss Clyde and Powers there’s always the possibility that 


pire Aug. 15. Equity wants the 
mew contract to run 15 months. 
| Between 20 and 30 representatives 
of the two organizations have been 
attending the negotiations, with 
Milton Weir, James F. Reilly and 
Brock Pemberton the principal 
spokesmen for the League and 
Rebecca Brownstein-speaking for 
Equity. 





representing the a or | TEICHMANN DUE T0 


DRAMATIZE MAG SERIES 


Howard Teichmann, whose 
“Woman in the Case” (working 


production, with June Clyde, Hart- offerings of the TG-ATS. Also, as title) will be put into rehearsal in 


August by Walter Fried, in associa- 
tion with Harold Clurman and Elia 


were imported from London and some of the most impressive-seem- Kazan, is also under commitment 


Long from Chieago for the ing future productions on the list 


“Born” engagment. When the Syd- | will never arrive at all, either be-. 


ney run of “Mary” ends, the com- ing cancelled while in preparation 
pany will move to Melbourne, or closing after the Broadway or 


to Barnard Straus to dramatize 
.“Howe & Hummel,” from the New 
Yorker articles by Riehard Rovere. 
The latter script must be finished 


which producers raise their pro- tory company was for a four-month 
duction finances from backers and {our in the U. S. this fall, but this 


where both “Born” and “Mary” 


Usually don’t invest their own 
money in shows. 


Lindsay-Crouse Mull 





~ 


fell through due to the group's ex- | will be presented, in that order. 


ijtended engagements a ——— 

| Productions next year will inclu ‘ > 

| Jo Mielziner 
Moted Stege Designer 


‘the dual “Hamlet” presentation, 
gives bis expert opinion that 





‘with the title role played by Robert 


tryout premiere. 


Broekman Autobiog 
Bought by de Liagre 


Alfred de Liagre, Jr., has ac- 





quired ibe dramatic rights to * 


Couple of New Plays anc Paul = S —d 


“Intimacy Is the Clue || “Shoestring Symphony,” the auto- 


by next March. 

The Fried-Clurman production 
will be budgeted at about $75,000. 
Clurman will direet the cast of 14, 
and the two sets will be designed 
by Ralph Alswang. The show will 
have an out-of-town tryout in mid- 
nig No Broadway theatre 
is 4 


“Howe & Hummell’” will involve 


Russel Crouse and Howard Lind- | fermances. Group will finish its 
Say, whose “Life With Mother” | current 26-week run at the Memo- 
dramatization opens early in Oc- rial theatre, Oct. 1, and will start 
tober at the Empire, N. Y., already a London date in November. 
have a couple of new plays in| The London showmen report 
mind, one of which they'll prob-|that after a couple of years of 

start writing as soon as deficits the Stratford troupe is cur- 
“Mother” is on the boards. Pend- |rently having its most successful | 
ing the opening of the “Life With season, heiped by the Govern- 
Father” sequel, however, they're ment’s recent ease of the gasoline 
ring with the “Mother” script. restrictions. However, the Shakes- 

Lindsay and his actress wife. peare Memorial Theatre project 1s — 
Dorothy Stickney, who will play the jendowed (partly from U. S. dona- 
~ and Vinnie Day roles in ' tions), so it needn't and probably 
Mother,” as they did in “Father,” never will be commercially profit- 
will spend August on the Coast. able. 
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biographical novel by composer-— 
conductor David Broekman. The 4 large cast and expensive produc- 
book has a Hollywood locale and tion. Straus has Sydney Green- 
relates the author's fantastic mis- street in mind for the part of 
adventures in writing a ballet- Howe and Jose Ferrer for the role 
‘symphony fer performance in of Hummel. No director or design- 
| Hollywood Bowl. er is set. 

| John van Druten, several of' Teichmann was formerly asso- 
whose plays have been produced ciated with Orson Welles and John 
by de Liagre, was reportedly Houseman in the legit and radio 
| offered the assignment to dramatize activities of the Mercury Theatre. 
_ the book, but he’s otherwise com- He has written extensively for 
|mitted. The producer and auther radio, and last season was script 














l are now considering other adap- editor of the “Ford Theatre” 


‘ tors. series, 











_ stopped advertising the show on 


~ artistic success but light at the b.o. 


.toine, followed several days later 
. (8-10) by 


- revival 


~ was originally set but has a con- 


-by Norman Panama and Melvyn 


_ Loren Gage is staging. 
‘hatter include Bert Wheeler in 
~ revue, the week of July 26; Jackie 
- and Mischa Auer in 


. theatre, natural amphitheatre here. 


‘ portance of Being Earnest” in 


- week’s attraction. 


SR of directors 


50 LEGITIMATE—CONCERT 
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Gertie as Mistress 


at Dennis; 


Conn. Barns Off to Good Start 


Dennis, Mass., July 13. 

Gertrude Lawrence, whose pro- 
ducer - husband Richard Aldrich 
manages the Cape playhouse here, 
will make her annual appearance 
at the strawhatter, starting Mon- 
day (19), as star in a revival of 
Terence Rattigan’s “O Mistress 
Mine.” with John Loder as lead- 
ing man. i, 

Following bills at the spot will 
include John Carradine in “20th 
Century,” the week of July 26; 
Walter Abel in “The Jailer’s 


| 


Wench,” Aug. 2; Elisabeth~ Berg- | 





“ner in “Escape Me Never,” Aug. 9; | 


“Brian Aherne in “Beaux Strat- | 


an unspecified play, Aug. 23, and | 
Joan Caulfield in “Voice of the} 
Turtle,” Aug. 20. 





_ Conn. Strawhats Open Strongly 

New Haven, July 13. 
Two out of three nearby straw- 
hats got off to healthy starts on 
seasonal cpenings week of July 5. | 
Milton Stiefel’s Ivoryton Play- | 
‘house shattered its 19-season open- | 
ing week biz with a sellout on the | 
Joan Caulfield-John Payne “Voice 
of the Turtle” package. Spot) 


Thursday, no seats being available 
for balance of week. 
At Lewis Harmon’s Chapel Play- | 


_ house in Guilford, Mady Christians 


in “The Constant Wife” pulled fine 
opening gross, building to a Satur- | 
dev night sellout. 

Third cowposture venture was an 


It was the inauguration of a series 
of opera, concert, ballet programs 
at the Andrews Memorial in Clin- 
ton. Opening (4) concert by Met- 
opera colorature Josephine An- | 
second offering, 
satire by Iva Kitchell, drew en- | 


attendance indicates that | 





Ed Lowe Replaces Romero | 
Fitchburg, Mass., July 13. | 
Edmund Lowe will star in the | 
of the Preston Sturges | 


comedy, “Strictly Dishonorable,” 


-at the Lake Whalom playhouse | 
_here the week of Aug. 30. 


He replaces Cesar Romero, who | 


flicting picture commitment. 
¢ » 





Larry Parks in Tryout 
Worcester, Mass., July 13. 
Larry Parks has arrived from 
Holivwood for rehearsals for the 
tryout of “A Free Hand,’ comedy 


Frank, at Guy. Palmerton’s play- | 
house here, opening Monday (19). 


Subsequent bills at the straw- 
“Without Rhyme or Reason,” a new 
Cooper in “Room Service,” Aug. -2. 


“20th Cen- 
tury,” Aug. 9. 





Batson Play In Me. Tryout 

z Skowhegan, Me., July 13. | 
“Magnolia Alley,” new play by) 
George Batson, will be tried out | 





. for a week starting Monday (19) ai | 
~the Lakewood theatre here, with 


Jessie Royce Landis starred. 

Batson authored “Ramshackle 
Inn,” produced on Broadway dur- 
ing the 1943-44 season. 


‘Medea’ Fér Denver 
Denver, July 13. 
“Medea,” translated by A. S. Way 
from the original Greek, will be 
presented tomorrow night (Wed.) 
and July 21 and 28 at Red Rocks 





by the Aspen players. A _ tryout 
performance was given July 4 at 
the Wheeler opera house, Aspen. 

The Aspen players are also 
presenting,a revival of “The I[m- 


Aspen this Friday-through-Sunday 
nights (16-18); in Grand Junction, | 
Monday (19), and Glenwood 
Springs, Tuesday (20). 


‘Music In Air’ OK in L’ville 
Louisville, July 13. 
Nice weather favored “Music In 
the Air,” Jerome Kern musical 
which opened the 10th anniversary 
season at Iroquois amphitheatre 
jJast week. No trace of rain marred 
the first six performances, which 
grossed a fair $18,500. Amphi- 
theatre seats 3,500, and prices are 
scaled down from $2.40. Polyna 
Stoska, Met soprano; Gabor Cerelli, 
Hungarian tenor, and Al Shean 
were featured in the Oscar Ham- 
merstein-Jerome Kern show. 
“Hit the Deck,” with Gil Lamb 
and Maureen Cannon, is the second 





Irwin Poche, New Orleans thea- 


| New 
|Skaneateles summer 


company, pops concerts, and symph 
orchestra. was in town last week 
to gander Iroquois amphitheatre 
and the musical shows currently 
playing there for a six-week season. 
New Orleans plans a series of 
musicals next- year, he revealed, 
and Poche has been touring sum- 
mer theatres to study their plants 
and methods. 





Gert Stein Play at Princeton 

Princeton, N. J., July 13. 
Gertrude Stein’s “Yes Is for a 
Very Young Man” will be given 
its first production in the east July 
26-31 by the University players at 


‘agem,” Aug. 16; Celeste Holm in| \jurray theatre here. 


’ The group is composed of under- 
grads from Princeton and New 
Jersey College for Women. 





Adelphi College Tryout 

Garden City, N. Y., Juiy 13. 
'“Time Is a Kind Friend,” by 
radio writer Joseph Liss, will be 
tried out by the Adelphi College 


| little theatre here tomorrow night | 


(Wed.) through Friday (16). The 
play has been under option at 


| various times by several Broadway | 


managers, 
Martin Magner, 
Mutual, has staged. 


a director for 





Upstate N. Y. Spurt 
Syracuse, N. Y., July 13. 

A summer theatre boom has 
swung into high gear in upstate 
York. In addition to the 
theatre and 
pioneer 


the Bridgeport Players, 


istrawhats, the Oneida Castle sum- 


mer playhouse opened July 6 with 
“The Late Christopher Bean.” Out- 
fit is directed and managed by 
Thomas Fitzsimmons, assistant to 


dance | Prof. Sawyer Falk at Syracuse | 


University. ‘All My Sons” is the 


- thusiastic reception but low gross. | current offering of a six-week pro- 
. Small 
~ strawhat fans require education for | 

this semi-classic form of diversion. |! 
: jing “George 


gram. ‘ 

In town, the Syracuse commu- 
nity theatre, amateur group, is do- 
Washington Slept 
Here” this week through Satur- 
day (July 17). George Lascelles, 
former producer-director of video 
shows for WRGB, Schenectady, is 
directing. 

Due soon in Syracuse are the 
New Vic Players, West Coast com- 
pany headed by Victor Izay, form- 
er Syracusan, which opens July 26 
at the Syracuse Museum of Art 
with “Home of the Brave.” 





Pic About Strawhats 

Documentary picture about sum- 
mer theatres is being filmed this 
summer in the east, titled “Young 
Man In a Strawhat.” Producer 
is Marvine Flame _ Productions, 
with Paul Benard, formerly with 
Republic, as director. 

Various strawhats are assisting, 
with sequenees and atmosphere 
shots being done on the scene. It’s 
reported at over 35. strawhats 
will. be visited for background se- 
quences. 


Balanchine, Cobos Prep 
London Ballet Season 


Marquis de Cuevas’ Grand Bal- 
let de Monte Carlo planed from 
South America to Monaco last 
week after a successful engage- 





Paulo, Brazil. Company will ap- 
pear in London, at Covent Garden, 
throughout August. 

George Balanchine left New 
York last week to join the com- 
pany at Monte Carlo and rehearse 
two new ballets for the London 
run. Antonia Cobos also planed 
to Monte Carlo last weekend, to re- 
direct and play the lead in her own 
ballet, “The Mute Wife,” for the 
London season. She originally did 
the ballet for the Marquis’ Ballet 
International season in New York 
in 1944. Plans for Grand Ballet’s 
U. S. visit are still up in the air. 


Stanford Little Theatre 
In Regular Engagement 


San Francisco, July 13. 

Stanford Opera Workshop, a 
eampus “little theatre” aided by a 
few semi-pro performers, has been 
taken over hy a Frisco legit pro- 
ducer, Paul Posz, for a regular 
commercial engagement in Frisco’s 
War Memorial Opera House. Ini- 
tial presentation is “Peter Grimes,” 
a modern opera by Benjamin Brit- 
ten. 

Young troupe of players in- 
cludes Howard Ross, Marjorie 
Dickinson, Joel Carter and Stanley 
Noonan. Production staged by F. 








and member of the 
_of the opera 


Cowles Strickland, and Harold 
Schmidt handles the baton. 


Cochran Due in U. S. 


London, July 13. 
While Sir Charles B. Cochran’s 
current musical hit, “Bless the 
Bride,” is still drawing brisk busi- 
ness in its 64th week, the producer 
nevertheless is preparing a new 


Old Vic Take Will Pass $1,100,000 
In SRO Sixmonth 


Anzac Trek 





operetta by A. P. Herbert and Viv- 
ian Ellis. They authored “Bride.” 
Cochran, who presented “Bride” 
in association with Anthony Viv- 
ian; is also mulling a trip to the | 
U. S. His junket is tentatively set 


for next fall. 
over of the theatre, Farrell Said 


McHugh-Adamson 
Ihe has changed his mind about 


Farrell Takes Over 
Warner Theatre, N. Y. 


Anthony B. Farrell, the Albany 
industrialist who backed “Hold It!” 
ito the tune of about $300,000 loss 
(so far), has formally acquired title 
to the Warner theatre, N. Y., at a 
reported price of about $1,500,000. 
|'He has announced that “Hold It!” 
iwill reépen at the former film 
house Sept. 9. 

In announcing his formal take- 








Musical for Todd 2's om 


With Mike Todd's new musical. | give it another name to be selected. 
“As the Girls Go,” scheduled to go | 





ment at Rio de Janeiro and Sao. 





into rehearsal next September, the | ta 
piece represents some interesting | (7 Pp od fi n 
statistics on the producer and his | 0-0) r NC 0 
associates. Show is his sixth musi- | 
~~ 
Clark under the Todd aegis. For Xmas () ii 
In addition, “Girls” will be the | 
ninth show for which Howard Bay | 
scenery for Todd. Musical also which. actors, writers and stage- 
marks Hermes Pan’s first dance-| hands would share the cost and 
staging on Broadway. Score is by | profits, as well as the creative et- 
son while Bill Roos did the book. 
$3,000,000 Rebuilding 
Plan for Abbey Theatre 
Dublin, July 6. 
National economy measures by 
the Eire government have caused 
$3,000,000 plan for rebuilding Dub- 
lin’s famed Abbey Theatre. Plan 
provides for three theatres in one 


eal and the fourth to star mere | 

has either staged or designed the A production procedure’ by 

Jimmy McHugh and Harold Adam- | forts, is currently being set by 
Shelved for Economy 

the indefinite pigeon-holing of the 

building—one for the Abbey Co., 


|second for presentation of plays in | 
| Irish 


language; third for experi- 
mental and training purposes. 

Present building is inadequate 
and was originally the city morgye, 
later becoming bank offices. Con- 
struction of the new theatre will 
be a government-financed project. 
Only expenditure so far okayed 
has been $4,000 expenses for 
judges of competition among archi- 
tects for plans. 


Opinion here is that while econ- 
omy is given as the main reason 
for shelving, it’s felt -that use of 
buildiag materials and labor for 
theatre wouldn’t be justified in 
view of the current housing short- 
age. Shelving is expected to last 
18 months to two years. 





Sharin Delays Play 
Due to Angel Snarl 


Eugen Sharin has postponed pro- 
duction of Steven Vas’ “Children 
of Vienna,” slated for. August re- 
hearsals, because of defection of 


certain backers. Latter are con- 
cerned due to uncertainty of the 
tax situation and possible changes 
in legit partnership setups. 

Sharin, former veepee of Eagle 
Lion in charge of ,European sales, 
is planing to Europe Friday (16) 
for four weeks. During that time 
he’ll try to arrange for importation 
of the Vienna-made film, “Darling 
'of the World,” story of Gaby 
| Deslys. Pix was recorded in two 
|languages, French and German, 
|and Sharin, if he ties up the U. S. 
| distrib, would also arrange for 
|English titling. He also plans 
Starting production in Vienna of 
the film, “Champagne for Two,” 
which seript he owns. 








Theatre Guild's 


Lawrence Langner 


Gilds the TV Lily and 
Foresees Medium’s Impaet 
Towards Elevating 

Public Taste 
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comedian Romo Vincent for a ten- 
tative Christmas week opening on 
Broadway. It’s to be a revue, as 
yet untitled, based on Vincent's 
current ABC television — series, 
“You're Invited,” the plot of which 
revolves about his efforts to pro- 
duce a Broadway legiter. 
According to Vincent, one of the 
larger talent offices is 





| pants. Only snarl is the possibility 
|that legalites may disapprove of 
ithe investment method, in line 
; With the Internal Revenue Dept.’s 
current nix on limited-partnership 
ideals as tax-evasion setups. 


‘People Like Us’ Liked 





London, July 13. 

“People Like Us,”’ which opened 
at the Wyndham’s July 16. was 
enthusiastically received and will 
probably have a _ successfu] run. 
It has topical interest due to the 
recent change in the capital pun- 
ishment law. Play, by the late 
Frank Vosper, is based on a famous 
murder trial, hitherto banned for 
public performance owing to strong 
public opinion against the woman 
in the case being hanged. It was 
performed privately at the Arts 
Theatre Club in 1929. 

It’s presented now by Henry 
Sherek, with direction by Murray 
Macdonald. Unknown repertory 
actress Kathleen Michael is being 
universally acclaimed in her first 
West End appearance as the woman 
condemned with her lover for her 
husband’s murder. 

“Musical Chairs,” which opened 
at the Playhouse Friday (9), was 
well received. The revival, splen- 
didly acted and produced, and 
starring Richard Bird, isn’t out- 
moded after 17 years and has an 
even chance of success. It was 


transferred from the Arts Theatre 
Cian. ~ 


b 





Merman Vacations 
With Ailing Daughter 


_ Ethel Merman, currently vaca- 
tioning from “Annie Get Your 
Gun,” at the Imperial, N. Y.. will 
be at Glenwood Springs, Colo., 
until her return to the show 
Aug. 16. 

Star is accompanied by her 
three-year-old daughter, who has 
been ill chronically for several 
months. 





Jerome Chodorov’s Solo 

Jerome Chodorov, vacationing 
in Europe, is working on a play 
for possible Broadway production 
this season. Previously, Chodorov 
has either collaborated with Jo- 
seph Fields or done adaptations. 
Max Gordon, who produced “My 
Sister Eileen,” “Junior Miss” and 
other Chodorov-Fields plays, will 
probably get first look at the new 
piece. 

The recent abandonment of the 
projected musical version of “My 
Sister Eileen” resulted from the 
authors’ inability to work out an 
agape Aga Columbia Pic- 
tures, which controls the screen 
rights. 





' 
ready to} 


lend money to individual partici- | 


In Its London Premiere’ 


. Sydney, June 30. . 


Record-shattering biz is being 
racked up by the Old Vie Co., 
heaged by Sir Laurence Olivier 
and Vivien Leigh, in its Down Un- 
der engagement. When the unit 
returns to London the take, in- 
cluding the New Zealand coverage, 
will be above $1,100,000 for a six 
months’ tour, and with three plays, 
regarded as not so hot in general 
appeal, “Richard LI,” “Skin of Our 
Teeth” and “School for Scandal.” 

Old Vic visit is being sponsored 
by the British Cultural Council, 
with the D. D. O’Connor Organ- 
ization, in which Sir Ben Fuller is 
a director, managing the tour. 
Every seat for the season has been 
sold in advance, ranging: from $4 
top, down to $1.50. 

In Sydney at present it’s im- 
possible to buy a seat for $20 for 
any of the three plays, so great is 


the public interest. Scalpers 
haven’t been given a chance to 
make a cleanup in any Aussie key 
played to date, Perth, Adelaide, 
Melbourne and Sydney. Nothing 
to equal Old Vic’s biz has been 


seen_ before in the Antipodes. The 
iSydney run finishes in August: 
then a brief Brisbane visit, with 
New Zealand to follow. 

For the first time here, a spe- 
cially-chartered plane will take the 
|Old Vie Co. to New Zealand, a dis- 
|tance of 1,300 miles, after a short 
Brisbane stop here with “School 
\for Seandal” in August, then fly 
| back with 40 members of Ballet 
| Rambert. : 








Davidson Pacts 2 Shaw 
Tours; Stevens to Head 


New Radio-Tele Dent. 


James A. Davidson Management 
has added Edmond St. John 
Stevens to its staff. The former 
ABC night program manager will 
head up a new radio-tele depart- 
ment for Davidson concert artists. 

Bureau has also lined up two 
concert tours for the recentiy- 
formed Robert Shaw Chorale, 
which it placed on NBC as current 
summer sub for Edgar Bergen. 
Chorale has been booked for stx 
weeks each this fall and next 
spring, to tour as far west as the 
Mississippi,, giving concerts nightly. 

Fall tour will start shortly after 
the current radio stint, with Shaw 
going along as regular conductor. 
He’ll resume his Juilliard and Col- 
legiate Chorale duties during the 
winter. 


MPLS. SYMPH HAS $1,024 
SURPLUS FOR 1947-’48 


Minneapolis, July 13. 

The Minneapolis Symphony Or- 
chestra closed its 1947-'48 season 
with a $1,024 surplus, according to 
its treasurer’s report. Total ex- 
penditures for the past season were 
$344,000, including a $6,000 addi- 
tion to the association’s reserve 
fund, the report shows. Pledges to 
the guaranty fund totaled $133,252. 

Loring M. Staples, Minneapolis 
attorney, was named the associa- 
tion’s new president. Expenses 
for the 1948-49 season will be 
$30,000 over previous years, due to 
salary raises given orchestra mem- 
bers, he said. 


Joyce’s One U.S. Booking 


Philadelphia, July 13. 

Eileen Joyce, British concert 
pianist and wife of theatrical agent 
Christopher Mann, arrives in the 
U. S. Saturday (17) to give one 
recital at Robin Hood Dell here 
July 20. She’ll return to Britain 
immediately afterwards. 

This will be her first booking in 
the U. S. 


Actors’ Lab Preem 


Los Angeles, July 13. 

World premiere of Arnold Man- 
off’s play, “All You Need Is One 
Good Break,” will tee off a sum- 
mer theatre schedule slated for 
weekend presentation by the Ac- 
tors’ Lab Workshop. 

Other plays lined up are George 
Bernard Shaw’s “Androcles and 
the Lion,” Thomas Dekker’s “A 
Shoemaker’s Holiday” and Robert 
E. Sherwood’s “Abe Lincoln in 
Llinois.” 
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Chi B.0. So-So; Repeat ‘Annie 
‘Shoes SRO $38,000, Money’ $10,000 


Chicago, July 13 


+ 





Expected boost in legit revenue 
from furniture convention deie- 
gates didn't materialize, but all 
shows except “Annie Get 
Gun” were well above the break- 
even figure, with 
shoes” 
Saonie.” which opened July 5, did 
about half the weekly gross that it 
hit several months back. 

There’s nothing new on _ the 
agenda until after Labor Day The 
Blackstone is to be completely re- 
modeled with new seats, carpeting 
and a complete paint job beginning 
this week. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Annie Get Your Gun,” Shu- 
bert (ist wk) (2,100; $4.94). Weak 
$26,000. Billy Worth subbing in 
fine fashion for Joan Edwards, il! 
with bad throat. 

“For Love or Money,” Selwyn 
(3d wk) (1,006; $3.71). Present $10,- 
000 figure is on the profitable side. 
' “High Button Shoes,” Great 
Northern (8th wk) (1,500; $6.18). 
Same old but pleasant song; $38,- 
000 sellout. 

“John Loves Mary,” Harris (22nd 
wk) (1,000; $3.71). Now in fifth 
month with ekay $12,000-for last 
week. 


U.S. Plays In 
Jap Comeback 


Tokyo, July 1. 

American plays, slow to make a 
comeback in Japan, will soon be 
a regular part of Tokyo theatre 
fare. Two U. S. plays— “Our 
Town” and “Three Men On a 
Horse’”——diid nice biz in typical 
short Japanese runs last month, 
and at least 13 more have been 
copyright-cleared for Nipponese 
performance and will likely be 
produced before the year is over. 

“Yes, My Darling Daughter,” 
now in rehearsal, will open July 
26 for two weeks. Already trans- 
lated and ready for production are 
“Skin Of Our Teeth,” “Abe Lin- 
coln in Illinois,” 
Time,’ “Ethan Frome” and 
“Liliom.” “No Time for Comedy” 
and “Yellow Jack” are now being 
translated. 

Other plays on which Japanese 
performance rights have been ob- 
tained by the Army’s Civil Affairs 
Dept. and turned over to Civil In- 
formation and Education Section 
here for negotiation with Jap pro- 


, 


é 





ducers are “The Old Maid and the . 


Thief,’ “Thunder Rock” and “The 
Voice of the Turtle.” 

Except for Lillian Hellman’s 
“Watch on the Rhine,” which was 
produced in Tokyo in 1946, “Our 
Town” and “Three Men” were the 
first American plays staged com- 
mercially in Japan since before the 
war. Two British works—‘The 
Mikado” and John Drinkwater’s 
“Abraham Lincoln”—have been 
performed here since the war. 


Shuberts Get ‘Paragon’ 


London, July 13. 
“The Paragon,” currently at the 
Fortune here, has been purchased 
by the Shuberts for Broadway pro- 
duction next fall. Deal has an un- 
Usual angle, inasmuch as the film 
rights already were disposed of. 
Play was filmed at the Tedding- 
ton studios by Associated British 
as “Silent Dust.” Piece went into 
Production on the lot prior to its 
Stage bow im the West End. 


Skulaik’s New Musical 
re Skulnik in “What A 








Friedman, will inaugurate 
William Rolland’s 1948-1949 season 
at the Second Avenue theatre, 
N. Y., on Oct. 13. The comedian 
also will stage the show. 


MELCHIOR GROUNDED 
_ U.S. Army’s need for planes to 
Carry supplies 
rounded Berlin brought Lauritz 
elchior back to New York last 
Week sooner than the had expected. 
Singer was on an Army-sponsored 


concert 

ag was cut short by lack of planes 
) transport him. 

sieichior will sing at Lewisohn 
mo N. Y., tomorrow night 





Your | 


“High Button | 
continuing to be sold out. : 


“On Borrowed | 


American-Yiddish musical 
_ y by Abe Elistein and Isi-_ 


into Soviet-sur-_ 


tour in Germany when his | 


. a 


‘Winslow Boy’ Neat 216 
In First Frisco Week 


San Francisco, July 13. 

“The Winslow Boy” opened at 
the Geary (1.550; $3.60) Monday 
(5) to rave reviews, and as result 
chalked up a strong $21,000 for its 
first week. 

“Sweethearts,” with Bobby Clark. 
third in the Civie Light Opera 
series, is set for the Current next 
Monday (19). 


‘OKLAY BOWS OUT OF HUB 
WITH $21,000 FINALE 


Boston, July 13. 
Final session of “Oklahoma!” | 
at the Opera House last week | 
dropped the curtain on the Hub’s | 
legit season. Show had a great run | 
here, dropping off a little in its | 
final weeks, but the take is con-| 





sidered plenty good for this time! 


of year. Last week the 3,000-seat 
Opera House did an estimated $21,- 
000, much better than the previ- 
ous week due to closiug notices. 


Season resumes early. with 
|Monte Proser’s musical, “Manhat- 
tan Towers,’ set for the Shubert 
about Aug. 9. Both the Opera 
House and the Wilbur 
Labor Day, the former with a re- 
turn engagement of “Allegro,”’ the 
latter with “Grandma's Diary.” 

Local strawhats meantime are off 
‘to a good start, indicating better 
takes than last year. 


















‘1 Big Union’ 


1 ___ Continued from page 49 


cated unofficially that in case a real 


| ‘Musketeers’ $40,000 


| 


St. Louis, July 13. 


resume | 


In Week at St. Loo 


_ A downpour of rain interrupted 
,and then washed out the opening 
| of Rudolf Friml's musical, “White 
Eagle,” in the Municipal Theatre 
| Assn.’s al fresco playhouse in For- 
jest Park last night (Monday). The 
‘piece, based on Edwin Milton 
Royle’s drama, “Squaw Man,” 
being presented locally for the first 
time 

Despite hot and humid weather 
and threats of rain all day, 9,000 
customers were on deck for the 


teeoff, with the gross approxi- 
mately $3,500. Brian Sullivan, 
tenor; Helena Bliss, soprano, and 
Martha Wright have the leads. 


Jack Sheehan and Doris Patson are 
_cast in the comedy roles. 

With the opening 
Three Musketeers” washed away 
by a cloudburst, it wound up its 
one-week engagement Sunday (11). 
With a nod from the crities and 
g00d word-of-mouth, it lured 60- 
000 payees for a gross of approxi- 
mately $40,000. 


Widow’ $32,500, 
Lives’ 24146, As 
Heat Hits L.A. 


Los Angeles, July 13. 


Start of real hot weather held 
down legit grosses somewhat last 
week, but extra holiday matinees 
helped overcome what might have 
developed into wholesale lethargy. 
Best biz percentagewise was done 
by “Lend An Ear,” which is show- 
ing signs of developing into a 
Coast institution with the advance 
‘sale growing steadily every day. 

No newscomers are slated for 
this frame. 


Estimates for Last Week 
“Blackouts of 1948,” El Capitan 





. 





consolidation program is adopted 
by the other affiliates it will take 
over the television jurisdiction 
without further ado. As everyone 
concerned frankly admits, jurisdic- 


tion over video is the crux of the 


situation. 
Financial Setup 

It’s estimated that the first year’s 
budget for the unified 4A’s would 
be nearly $1,500,000. That would 
include a top executive at $25,000, 
an assistant at $12,500, rent of $7,- 
500, around $30,000 for clerical 
| personnel, about $20,000 to install a 
| filing system,-approximately $15,000 
attorney fees, and large sums for 
phone and wire services, conven- 
tion expenses, travel, etc. 

At the start AFRA could con- 
tribute $175,000, AGVA $50,000, 
'Chorus Equity $17,500, SAG $132,- 
000, Screen Extras Guild $50,000, 
and AGMA $15,000. Chorus Equity 
now has an annual income of be- 
tween $50,000 and $60,000, with 
operating expenses of $35,000 and 
a surplus of $223,000. AFRA has 
about $350,000 annual income, 
$325,000 operating expense, and 
$358.000 surplus. AGMA’s income 
is $50,000. expenses $43,000, sur- 
| plus $16,500. Equity’s income is 
| around $223,000, operating expense 
$123,000, surplus $803,000, and real 
estate $51,000. SAG has $275,000 
‘income, $264,000 expenses, and 
$562,000 surplus. SEG has $122,000 
income, $90,000 expenses, $74,000 
‘surplus. AGVA during its uncer- 
tain year ending June, 1947, had 
$523,000 income, $439,000 expense, 
and $83,000 cash balance. There is 
$23,000 in a 4A’s television fund, 
the 4A’s treasury contains $13,000, 
‘and the organization has $40,000 
annual income from per capita 
dues. 

The estimated salaries of the top 
executives of the various affiliate 
unions are as follows: 

' Angus Duncan, Equity, $5,000. 

(Paul Dullzell, recently retired, 
got $6.000, plus $2,500 as head of 
the 4A’s.) a 

George Heller, AFRA, $20,000 
(from the national and N. Y. local). 


} 


| Hyman Faine, AGMA, $8,000 
‘also $5,000 as acting exec of 
AGVA). ; 

Ruth Richmond, Chorus Equity. 
$5,000. 


Jack Dales, SAG, $18,000. 
Dick Gordon, SEG, $10,000. 


‘Carousel’ 36G, Vancouve 


Vancouver, July 13. 
“Carousel” pulled a gross of 
$36,000 in eight performances last 
‘week at the International Cinema. 
| Theatre switched from its 
‘lar film policy for the engagem 





ent. 


regu- 


/(316th wk) (1,142; $2.40). Holiday 
|shows pushed it up to a swell 
| “lend An Ear,” Las Palmas (4th 
' wk) (388; $3.60). Extra shows made 
the take reach $6,600. 
| “Private Lives,” Biltmore (Ist 
| wk) (1,636; $4.20). Theatre Guild 
/subscription combined with hot 
weather to keep dollar-volume 
down, but still okay $24,500. 

| “Separate Rooms,’ New Beaux 
Arts (8th wk) (560 $3).  So-so 
| $3,800. 

| “Sweethearts,” Philharmonic Aud 
‘(3d wk) (2,670; $4.20). Dropped 
sharply to $34,000. 
“The Merry Widow,” Greek the- 
‘atre (Ist wk) (4,419; $3.60). Open- 
‘air theatre’s opener an okay $32,- 


500, but below hopes. 


‘HARVEY’ 216 IN 8TH D.C. 
WEEK; 1856 FOR RUN 


Washington, July 13. 

The National theatre closed its 
(run of “Harvey” with Frank Fay 
\in a blaze of glory having made 
| $185,000 during the eight weeks of 
tenure. Last week’s gross amount- 
ed to $21,000. , 

“Oklahoma!” moved into the 
National Monday (12) as the final 
legit showing for that theatre. Ed- 
die Plohn, manager, estimates that 
Washington’s only legit will be 
converted to pictures about the 
middle of September. “Oklahoma!” 
plays until July 31. 


Current Road Shows 


(July 12-24) ® 
“Annie oe Bed Gun”—Shu- 
art, Chi. (12-24). : 
oe rilackouts of 1948”—F] Capitan, 
. (12-24). 
L. Ocal” —-Mayialt, Port. (12- 
17): Aud., Oakland (19-24). 
“For Leve or Money”—Selwyn, 
j. (12-24). 
ON High Button Shoes”—Gt. North- 
ern, Chi. (12-24). d : 
“John Loves Mary”—Harris, Chi. 
2-24). . 
“Qklahoma!”—Nat'l., Wash. ( 12- 








j 


s antehameet” dud, Sacramento 
-24). 

CO ordnde Lives”—Biltmore, L. A. 

(12-24). 


“Winslow Bey” — Geary, Frisco 
(12-24). 








‘Okla!’ 4414G, San Diego 
San Diego, July 13. 

“Oklahoma!”. playing the Russ 
‘auditorium here last week, grossed 
la huge $44,500 in eight perform- 


ances. 
Musical moved to Sacramento 


for this week. 


} 


is | 


night of “The | 


B way Still Groggy 
With Biz Spotty: 





With the heat wave still blanket- 
ing Broadway and the expected in- 
‘flux of vacationing tourists just 
| beginning to trickle in, theatre at- 
| tendance was still spotty last week 


| After the brutal business over the | 


| July 4 weekend, things began to 
improve late last week. but week- 
ends continue light. The two-for- 
one policy is keeping several shows 
| afloat. 
| Four productions folded Satur- 
|day (10) and several others will 
‘have to shutter if trade doesn't 
| better soon. Those folding last 
|week were “Allegro,” at the 
| Majestic; “Look, Ma, I'm Dancin’,” 
jat the Adeiphi; “Ballet Ballads,” 
j}at the Music Box, and “Me and 
| Molly.” at the Belasco. 

Estimates for Last Week 
Keys: C (Comedy), D ‘Drama), 
|CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
|M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

“Allegro,” Majestic (39th wk) 
(M-1,695; $6). After doing great 
business since the opening last 
October, the Rodgers-Hammerstein 
;}musical skidded sharply in recent 
weeks and had to call it quits 
Saturday (10), with a losing gross 
of $19,800 for the finale. Will tour 
‘in the fall. 
| “Angel in the Wings,” Coronet 
| (31st wk) (R-998; $4.80). As with 
several other hits, attendance be- 
gan to climb back in midweek, 
after hitting bottom the holiday 
weekend; $11,000 estimated; week- 
end top cut from $6. 

“Annie Get Your Gun,” Imperial 
(113th wk) (M-1,472; $6.60). Down 
again to $26,000, but continues in- 
definitely; Mary Jane Walsh sub- 
bing for Ethel Merman, who's 
vacationing until mid-August. 

“Ballet Ballads,” Music Box (8th 
wk) (M-977; $4.80). Although the 
gross climbed again to $9,000, the 
management, E. Edward Hamble- 
ton and Alfred Stern, decided to 
close it Saturday (10), after addi- 
tional financing wasn’t forth- 
coming. 

“Born Yesterday.” Lyceum (127th 
, wk) (C-993; $4.80). Longrun 
| comedy also hit the comeback trail 
Starting last midweek; nearly 
| $11,000 estimated, and due to con- 
tinue indefinitely. 

“Brigadoon.” Ziegfeld (70th wk) 
(M-1,628; $4.80). Another longrun 
musical that get a needed hypo 
starting last weekend; $19,200 
claimed 

” Fulton 


(30th wk) (D-968; $4.80). War drama 
held about the same pace, but is 
limited by the prevailing light 
weekends, pending the seasonal in- 
flux of out-of-town vacationers; 
$13,000. 

“Finian’s Rainbow,” 46th Street 
(78th wk) (M-1,319; $6). Musical 
comedy stayer reversed its recent 
skid, getting around $25,000 on the 
late-week rise. 

“Harvey,” 48th St. (194th wk) 
(C-902; $4.20). After three and a 
half years, the Mary Chase comedy 
still draws; climbed a trifle over 
the previous week’s low to $8,500. 

“High Button § ” Shubert 
(30th wk) (M-1,387: $6). Smash 
musical felt the general slump 
early in the week, falling below ca- 
pacity the first time, at $34,000, 
but was improving late in the 
week. 

“Howdy, Mr. Ice,” Center (3d wk) 
(R-2,994; $2.88). New skating spec- 
tacle played two extra perform- 
ances, getting $63,000 in 11 times, 
for what the management believes 
is a new Broadway record; capac- 
ity would have been $64,000. 

“Inside U. S. A.,” Century (10th 
wk) (R-1,670; $6). With Beatrice 
Lillie’s illness cancelling two per- 
formances, click revue got $36,000 
for six times. 

“Look, Ma, I'm Dancin’,” Adel- 
phi (23d wk) (M-1,434; $4.80). Gen- 
j}eral slump forced the closing of 
| this musical; about $15,000 for the 
finale. Fall tour is doubtful, as 
Nancy Walker will probably do an- 
other show. 

“Make Mine Manhattan,” Broad- 
hurst (26th wk) (R-1,160; $6). Revue 
also suffering from the prevailing 
slump; still far under recent attend- 
ance at an estimated $24,000. 

“Me and Molly,” Belasco (20th 
wk) (C-1,077; $4.80). Gertrude 
Berg comedy couldn't weather the 
; downward trend and closed Satur- 
day (10) with a final week’s $6,500. 
“Mister Roberts,” Alvin (21st 
'wk) (CD-1,357; $480). Comedy 
smash was one of the few shows 
‘not to be hit by the slump; only 
| variation is the number of standees; 
| $34,500 again. 

« e Bedfellows,” Morosco 








(26th wk) (C-935; $4.80). Still down | 


to $7,000, not enough to continue 
much longer as the show is now 
| geared. 

“Streetcar Named Desire,” Bar- 


From Heat Wave, 
US.A. 36G in 6, 


Tee’ Sets Record With 636 in | 


rymore (32d wk) (D-1,064; 80). 
| Pulitzer and Critics Prize drama 
| also held to capacity, with only the 
|number of standees affected; $27,- 


| 300. 

“The Heiress,” Biltmore (41st 
wk) (D-920: $4.20). Costume drama 
was badly hit over the hoeliday 


weekend, but recovered beginning 
| with the Wednesday matinee; about 
| $10,000 estimated. Is doing well 
| with two-for-ones. 
“The Respectful Prostitute” and 
“The Happy Journey,” Cort (17th 
wk) (C-1.064: $4.20). Somewhat 
improved; about $8,000. Also pull- 
ing extra business with “twofers.” 

REVIVALS 

“The Play’s the Thing,” Booth 
(ith wk) (CD-712; $4.80). Broad- 
way’s only revival held about the 
same pace; $8,000. 


Actors Equity s 
$12,000 Tele Phe. 


Bought by Philco 


What may emerge as the top tel- 
evision dramatic series yet staged 
was set this week with the inking 
of Philco Corp. to sponsor a one- 
hour legiter over the NBC-TV web 
Sunday nights in cooperation with 
Actors Equity Assn. Show is ten- 
tatively scheduled to tee off some 
time in the early fall. 


Shows are to be budgeted at 
$12,000 each under the plan origi- 
nated by the Music Corp. of Amer- 
ica, which would make the series 
the most costly to date on TV. 
Figure includes $1,500 per week 
which is to be turned over to the 





difficulty in clearing rights 
current shows, many of 

would be up for sale to film 
ests. As a result, it’s be 
most of the series will feature past 
Broadway shows, similar to those 


with the broadcasters. Bert Lytell, 
a former Equity prez, is to handle 
the shows for the aetors’ union 
and may appear in some himself. 
With the new series taking over 
the Sunday night dramatic spot on 
NBC-TV, the Theatre Guild shows, 
which are also expected to switch 
over to a weekly basis in the fall, 
will be moved to another night. 
Which night it will be hasn’t been 


Newcomers Get Chance 


Ned Warrcn and Bill Steuer, 
who have scheduled “Happiest 
Day” as their first Broadway pro- 
duction, in the fall, plan to give a 
part in each of their f 
productions toa performer who 
has never appeared on Broadway 
before. 

Edward Reveaux, director for 
“The Happiest Day,” opens re- 
hearsals in August. ; 


Schwartz Sets Halpern 


Maurice Schwartz has signed 
Dina Halpern, Yiddish language 
dramatic name, for his first play 
of the season, “The Voice of Is- 
jrael,” scheduled to open Oet. 25 at 
| the Yiddish Art theatre, N. Y. Miss 
| Halpern last season played Portia 
\in Sehwartz’s “Shylock and His 
| Daughter.” 

“Voice” “is a play of contem- 
by the 
Gilner. 











‘porary life in Palestine, 
|Zionist writer, Elias 
Sehwartz will star. 
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Strawhat 


Coming Thro’ the Rye 
Stockbridge, Mass., July 7. 


Berkshire Playhouse production of drama 
with sengs in two acts (8 scenes) by War- 
ren P. Munsell, Jr. Stars Arthur Kent and 
William Miles; 


Kaith kellows. Siaged by 

sitioge. James Fussell; music supervised 
by Rebert M. Lewis; music played by, 
Kingman-Bullock Knsemble. At Berkshire 
Playhouse, Stockbridge, Mass 

Jean Arinour........+-+-----Mdith Fellows 
Agues Burns.. Am Douglass 
Gavin Hamilion......... Chursion Holmes 
Nobert Burns......--..52++----Arthur Kent 
Gilbert Burns.,..-- sa bawhdeec cc's 4 geen eee 

Betty Paton......--ccsseeess:> ..40 Hart 
John Richmond....-. ..--Kendall Clark 
John Rankine ore ; George Nesbit 
Alexander Tait............-.--dohn Straub 
James Findlay........- .. Walter Chilsen 
The Tailor... PE PES Joe KE Marks 
Rev. William Auld .. Brune Wic! 

Jumes Armour... ~ eese. Sage Clarke 
Prof. Dugald Stewart Phillip de Cation 
Dr. John Mackenzie.....William Munchow 


Nansie Gibson ; ‘ ..Pat Papert 


Anne M’lehose (Clarinds).....Helen Shields 


Earl of Glencairn -+..Jd0hn Straub 


Jane MaxweH, Duchess 
* at) eee re Amv Douglass 
Lady Alicia Watlace..........-Olive Dunbar 


Siapleton Kent 


Du'.e of Gordon.......-.-. > e 
Brune Wick 


William Creech 





Warren P. Munsell, Jr.’s second 
try at playmaking is an entertain- 
ing comedy with music, as judged 
by the response from the audiences 
at this tryout spot. However, it 
lacks sufficient sturdiness to with- 
stand Broadway. 

The author has taken a period in 
the turbulent life of the Scot poet, 
Robert Burns, dealing with his de- 

arture from the meager-producing 

fossgiel Farms, to the social life 
of Edinburgh in seareh of-fame and 
fortune. With fame and some fi- 
nancial returns ready to drop in 
his lap, the shallowness of his pa- 
trons’ followers and the knee-bend- 
ing of the Scots to the British 
crown irk the poet; he denounces 
his patrons, and with a charge of 
treason, due to his writings, hang- 
ing over his head, he returns to 
Ayshire. Here he starts lite anew 
on a farm and is restored to his 
beloved Jean Armour. The final 
curtain promises a happy future 
for the poet of the common man, 
but history, of course, proved other- 
wise. 

The aura of the Burns’ poems 
and ballads which are woven 
through the story may help to gloss 
over the lightness of the charac- 
terizations with the exception of 
that of the poet. The playwright 
draws a well-rounded picture of 
the humorous, tender and honest 
bard whose love of all freedom ex- 
tended to that of affairs of the 
heart. His heart was ample to 
cover the affections of Jean’ Ar- 
mour, who bore him two chijdren 
out of wedlock, and the love of 
Anne M’lehose (Clarinda) with a 
few excursions on the side with 
the girls of the shire. These situa- 
tions produce some humorous but 
bawdy lines. Better characteriza- 
tions of Jean and Anne would 
make for stronger drama. 

Arthur Kent, experienced in 
opera, concert and musical comedy, 
brings a pleasing, easy manner to 
th® part of the poet. In addition 
to a fine baritone voice, he knows 
his way about the stage. The 
dainty Edith Fellows, co-starred 
with Kent, injects as much life to 
the role of Jean as the playwright 
permits her. As Clarinda, Helen 
Shields can give only her looks to 
a colorless part. The _ principal 
comedy is in the capable hands of 
Joe E. Marks (‘late of “Bloomer 
Girl’), and he gives a good ac- 
count of himself. Jo Hart handles 
the feminine comedy part in ex- 
cellent style. The regular mem- 
bers of the Playhouse company, 
Amy Douglass, Kendall Clark, 
Gage Clarke and Pat Papert, pro- 
vide the proper background for un- 
folding of the story. 

William Miles’ direction com- 
mends consideration for the same 
consideration for the same stint if 
a Broadway showing is made. James 
Russell displays his best designs 
in settings, especially that of the 
Mossgiel Farm. Russ. 


PARADISE 


Two unusual New Jersey sacri- 
fices. Exclusive Estate Section. 
Ideal for entertaining. Beautiful 
views. Only 1 hour from New 
York. Would also make ideal 
year round company rest or 
vacation homes. Can purchase 
| completely furnished including 
limousine. 


THE VILLAGE 


REALTY ASSOCIATES 
State Highway No. 32 
Basking Ridge, N. J. : 











Reviews . 


Rise Above It 
Medford, Mass., July 7. 


Tufts Symmer Arena production of 
eal revue with Iyrics, minsis 
Phyllis Stohn sind Jack 


ftitisi- 
and skits \ 
Gold, 





John R. Woodruff. . Features Phyllis Sieh: 
Jack Gold, Evelyn Moore, Rita Curtin, 
Johnny King. Johnny Coyle, Jean Farrven 
lernest Rotenberg, Huby Simmons, Fran 
MacDonough, Simmons twine At Tutt 
College, Medford, Mass 

First summer production of 
Tufts College strawhatter stacks 


up as a long list of songs of so-so | 


quality strewn over a non-existent 
framework. Whole is acceptable 
chiefly for the personal appeal of 
Jack Gold, who puts over his own 
lyrics with a neat tongue-in-check 
fashion. 

Revue is given in arena style 
acts put on and off during black- 


| tions 


| O’CASEY’S ‘GATES’ 2D 


PROVINCETOWN PROD. 


| The Interplayers, young profes- 
isional troupe stationed at the 
| Provincetown Playhouse, N. Y., for 


| the summer months, are maintain- 
ohn | ing 


superior performance 
Sean O'Casey’s “With 


their 


level with 


, | the Gates,” second of three produc- 


planned for this season. 
| Their first was Jean Cocteau’s “The 
(Infernal Machine” and their 
'will be a theatrical rarity, “Him,” 
| by E. E. Cummings. 

Group is displaying a healthy 
daring in their selection of difficult 
but worthwhile plays. But, more 
important, they are staging them 
| with integrity and considerable tal- 
lent. 


tion, turns in the top performance. 
Other players rating bows are 





next | 


Ann Stromberg, as the pros- | 
| titute torn between flesh and salva- | 


outs. Some attempt is made to Harold Vincent Guardino, Trescott 
costume and stage the 14 numbers. | Ripley, Gene Saks, Henry Colman | 
but arena idea doesn’t iend itself, and Anna Berger. 

to a musical show despite John! Micheal Vincente Gazza’s staging 
Woodruft’s ingenuity in changing | neatly hurdles the drawback of this 
the points of focus. plavhouse’s tiny stage with an) 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


| 
| N.Y. play agents, usual intermediary between playwright and pro- 
‘ducer, were accused by Maxine Wood, author of “On Whitman Avenue.” 
of being “the bottleneck” in preventing new scripts from getting out 
‘inte the country to be tried out by semi-pro or non-commercial groups, 
| Miss Wood, writing in Sunday’s (11) N. Y. Times, said that legit’s tribu- 
tary outlets—university, little theatre, community groups—‘feel keenly 
| that the hope of the American theatre lies in its decentralization and in 
|a better working alliance between the professional and tributary 
| theatre.” 
| “The paradox in the American theatre today is that though the pro- 
| fessional theatre is shrinking, we are witnessing a growth of the com- 
| munity and university theatre,” says Miss Wood. If a playwright can’t 
| get a Broadway hearing because of high production costs, the tributary 
| theatre is an excellent and willing showcase. But the agent, she claims,’ 
is apathetic, doing little to utilize this field. 





“Allegro,” which closed Saturday night (10) at the Majestic, N. Y., 
illustrates the various ways a show can be rated a hit or failure. Since 
| the Rodgers-Hammerstein musical had for many months played to large 
| grosses and a sizable operating profit, and seemed certain-to repay its 
initial cost, Variety classed it a hit at season-end recently. John Chap- 
man, commenting on the show’s announced closing in the N. Y. News 
last Friday (9), commented on that aspect of the situation. Lester’ 
Bernstein, in the same day’s N. ¥. Times, mentioned that “Allegro” 
hadn't repaid quite all its $250,000-$300,000 investment, but put it 
“definitely in the hit column.” Actually, though the musical has not 

















a io 


Main appeal of the show is the | @ble assist from the park set by 


promise implicit in the song titles, | Charlie Hyman and Bill Sherman. 


most of them based on good ideas. 


tion,” “Legally,” “When Winter | 
Comes” and “Never Let the Sun | 
Set on a Quarrel” come pretty | 
close to clicking, but the basic! 
horsepower. is lacking. Nor are | 
they helped any for the accom pani- 


The play, which opened July 8, is | 
Such tunes as “My Man of Distine- | SCheduled to run until the end of | 


the month. 


D.C. Legit Fades 





ment of a single piano, very out of | 


tune, and the amateur vocal qual- | 
Arrangements | 
and piano playing are by Preston | 

d 


ities of the cast. 


Sandiford, pro Hub arranger, an 


okay. 
Show had a good house when 
caught, audience being largely 


summer school students and favor- 
ably disposed to the cast. But it’s 


clear there’s nothing of commercial 
possibilities in this layout. Elie. 





Play out of Town 











Heavenly Gesture 
Los Angeles, July 13. 


Ben Bard production of comedy-fantasy 
in three acts (4 scenes) and prolog by Ray- 
mond Gross. Direcied by Michael Visaroff 
Opened at Ben Bard Playhouse, L. A., July 
7, ‘'48. ’ 
ngel Sandy MacDonald.Ray de Pemberton 
Bob Hyman 


Angel Sam Tatum 


Angel Foreman.............-. Ss. A. Ramson 
PeaRCelia - NOrtOn ¢ oc cccccesececsrcess Perdita 
George Norton, ..cescccsecesss jrv Quinn 
Henry Sitdwart........6.-....-Don Stevens 
Bente PEWS. ..ccccccassece Dorris Kemper 
Jane, the Maid.............Muriel Wallach 
Elsa Trent.........c.+-..Murg@ Pemberton 
Ben Grossmeyer.............Max Mellinger 





Heavenly legislators, according 
to this script, are no better than 
their earthly contemporaries. 
They’l! legislate against anything. 
Consequently, it comes as no great 
surprise when the Heavenly Con- 
gress passes a. bill outlawing love 
triangles. However, a 24-hour 
“trying out’ period is agreed to, 
and “Heavenly Gesture” proceeds 
to explain what happens in an 
American family when—for a 24- 
hour period—only true love is per- 
mitted. 

The premise is a funny one an 
author Raymond Gross has embel- 
lished his situations with some 
fine laughlines and clever pieces 
of business. Script needs some re- 
writing, however, particularly in 
the third act, where Gross, making 
his bow as a playwright, cut his 
story off too abruptly. Doctoring 
should make this a pleasant road 
farce and it could easily serve as 
the basic for film fare. 

With the exception of one mem- 
ber, cast is composed of students, 
many of whom look promising. 
Femme leads, Perdita and Marge 


Pemberton, handle themselves. 


with assurance, and Max Mellinger 
socks over his laughlines as a legit 
producer. Ray de Pemberton and 
Bob Hyman draw yocks with their 
“angel” roles. Cast’s sole outsider, 
Dorris Kemper, delivers a fine 
comedy performance. Direction 
by Michael Visaroff is nicely 
paced. Kap. 


Hurt in K. C. Mishap 


Kansas City, Juiy 13. 

Two young actors were injured 
seriously when they fell out the 
second story stage-loading door at 
the Resident theatre during re- 
hearsals of “Alice of Wonderland” 
last Friday (9). Elaine Goodman, 
18, and Richard Swank, 22, were 
reported leaning against the wire 
mesh gate door when it gave way, 
-_ both fell to the pavement be- 
ow. 

Miss Goodman suffered a frac- 
tured shoulder and an injury to 
the pelvis. Swank,suffered a com- 
pound fracture of the left arm. 
The two are members of the Cecil- 
ian Players, a little theatre group 
which was prepping the show for 
presentation outdoors at Unity 
Farm this week. 
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In Belasco Nix 


Washington, July 13. 
| The Capitol’s sole prospect 
, having a legit theatre after July 
(31, when the National reverts to 
| films, collapsed today (Tues.) with 
the Government’s rejection of the 
j only two bids for lease of the shut- 
tered Belasco. The offers were un- 
acceptable, according to Federal 
Works Administrator Philip  B. 
Fleming, because the bidders de- 
manded to be reimbursed for any 
renovation costs in ease the lease 
were cancelled short of its 10-year 
term. 

The federal official 
that the alterations and decorations 
for theatrical purposes would be 
valueless to the Government, which 
had purchased the building with 
the idea of demolishing it, but has 
been using it for the storage of 
old Treasury Department files. Re- 
imbursement funds in case of can- 


marked, he said. Also, one of the 
bids, requiring the Government to 
sell steam heat for the theatre, 


Bidders for the theatre were the 
American - National Theatre & 
Academy, which offered to pay 
$120,000 over the 10-year period, 
and Joseph H. Curtis, New York 
advertising executive and son of 
Columbia Pictures president Jack 
Cohn. who offered $250,000 to 
cover the same period. Both had 
|sought to use the theatre for the 
presentation of pre-Broadway try- 
iouts and touring shows. 

The city’s present legit theatre, 
'the National, switches to pictures 
| Aug. 1 rather than aBandon its pol- 





icy of racial segregation. The sit- | 


uation was brought to a head last 
year by the insistence of Actors 
Equity Assn. on a clause in its con- 
tract with the League of N. Y. 
theatres, which bars the. union’s 
members from playing the house 
after July 31, unless the restric- 
tive policy is rescinded. 


Legit Followup 
Streetear Named Desire 


(BARRYMORE, N. Y.) 


The morbidity of “Streetcar” is 
no less striking with Uta Hagen 
and Anthony Quinn as temporary 
replacements in the lead parts 
created by Jessica Tendy and Mar- 
lon Brando. Miss Hagen gives a 
performance that mounts constant- 
ly in her portrayal of the school- 
teacher tart, though the same 
cannot be said of Quinn. The latter 
hasn't the intensity, the shading or 
the sensuousness suggested by 
Brando, and consequently he isn’t 
as effective. 

Miss Hagen is in for six weeks 
ending Aug. 6, while Quinn is do- 
ing three ending this week. They, 
along with Russell Hardie, will do 
the parts in the Chicago company 
opening Sept. 21. Mary Welch is 
another vacation replacement here, 
filling in for Kim Hunter. 

Kahn. 

















George Jenkins signed to de- 
sign the scenery for “April Fool,” 
néw comedy by Norman Krasna 
and Groucho Marx. Mary Grant 
will design the costumes. ° 

cs | gras 
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paid off from the Broadway run. it probably will during its road tour, 
scheduled to start in the fall and cover the season. 





| Basil Rathbone, star of “The Heiress,” at the Biltmore, N.Y., has 
| agreed to a revision of his financial terms for the show as long as 
| business continues in the current slump. New setup gives him a 
| guarantee of $1,200, instead of $1,500. He’ll still get a percentage if 
|the gross tops $12,000. Beatrice Straight, who recently suceeeded Wendy’ 
| Hiller as femme lead, gets a flat $300. Hers and other 





of | 


explained | 


cellation would have to be ear- | 


cast aren’t changed. 


Theophanes 


Vienna, June 25. 


Academy Theatre produciion of comedy in 


three acts by Theo Lingen and Franz 
Gribirz Directed hy Lingen Sets, Frits 
Judimann: costumes, W KF. Adelmnelle: 
and M. Foggensteiner. At Academy theatre, 


Vienna, June Ba, *48., 


ce TEP LET CREE CRE Theo Lingen 
EURO ss vets ceececeenss Susi Nicoletti 
BEGGING 5 <6 60695060600 608 Judith tlolzmeister 
CTASBUG. . cb csvcovoedersece Hermann Thimig 
Pomp@ius.....ee o+eeeee (urd Juergens 
Julius Caesar. cecccss: Otto Wilhelm Fischer 
PyMOMS. Fis ick csede ; Ernst Proeckl 


Francois.... Erland Erlandsen 








A dull legit season has wound up 
|with eclat. ‘“Theophanes” is a 
| bright, sparkling comedy, a credit 
|to author, producer and cast. 


{has real impact, and was well 


| planned, with the characters on the | 


whole astutely drawn. Only hit of 
| the season, it should interest audi- 
/ences abroad. 

_ Plot deals with Theophanes, a 
| Slave, freed by Pompeius, who ac- 
| companies his master on military 
|expeditions. Yarn deals with prep- 


would require an act of Congress. | arations for another war, sprinkled | Charles Hubiare 


with philosophy of the 
, politician and writer, Cicero. 
| What adds to the éntertainment 


famed 


_ is the fact that the old Romans use| 


modern implements. They dial the 
| phone, for instance. Cracks at con- 
‘ditions in the old Roman Empire 
|as against present-day conditions, 
| cause hilarious laughter. There 
| isn’t a dull moment. 

Theo Lingen, co-author and 
stager, is in his best comic style as 
Stefan. 

| Susi Nicoletti play effectively. 
| Hermann Thimig gives an intelli- 
| gent portrayal of Crassus. 


| 


Juergens is good as Pompeius, the 
warrior. Otto Wilhelm Fischer 
(Caesar), Ernest Proeckl (Priscus) 
and Erland Erlandsen (Francois), 
are also aptly cast. Maas. 





Der Schatten 
(THE SHADOW) 
Zurich, July 6. 


Schauspielhaus production of comedy in 
three acts by Jewgenij Schwartz. German 
translation by Ina Tinzmann. Staged by 
Leopold Lindtberg. Sets, Teo Otto: music 


Rolf Liebermann. At Schauspielhauus 
Zurich, wipes 
Me MORO 5 oes SShcciss oc: Andreas Wolf 
Shadow peeled seobscoseoeeecs Lukas Ammann 
Pietro. setts ceecccecece .. Gupstav Knuth 
Annunziata ©29060 000050 % 060. .Kaethe Gold 
ene MIR vas oc Sd scmscci ba we Therese Giehse 
Princess..... ; 


.. Agnes Fink 
Schuerenberg 
Wolt Reneckendorff 
Bdwin Kalser 


Prime Minister..... Siegfried 
Chancellor 


Physician 





This is another interesting and 
successful preem, the last during 
a. June Festival and of the 
egit season at Schauspielhaus. 
“The Shadow” will be out “on 
again beginning of next season 
with same cast. : 
from Russian into German by Ina 
Tinzmann is good. Play would ap- 
peal abroad; in the U. S., too. 

Play is a delightful comedy with 
many gags and satiric highlights. 
It's a fairy tale about a you 
scholar who sends his shadow o 
to a beloved princess to bring her 
his leve, But the shadow material- 
izes into a human being, wins the 
princess’ love and then tries to de- 
stroy his master, the scholar. The 
latter is beheaded, but simultane- 
ously the shadow’s head falls off. 
Both are brought back to life by a 
magic lotion. But now the shadow’s 
power is broken and the scholar 

; —~— eh a» 





Plays Abroad 


Judith Holzmeister and | 


Curd | 


The translation | 


salaries in the 


goes off with a young girl who 
has always loved him. 

| Leopold Lindtberg, director of 
j;the Swiss films “Marie Louise” 
|and “Last Chance,” has staged this 
| with great vivacity. It’s full of 
| brilliant ideas. Teo Otto's sets are 
perfect. Music by young Swiss 
| composer Rolf Liebermann matches 
| the fairy-like character of the play, 
| perfectly. Excellent performances 
,are given by Therese Giehse, 
| Lukas Ammann, Agnes Kink, Kae- 
ithe Gold, Andreas Wolf, Erwin 
| Kalser and others, with fine team- 
work by the entire cast. Mezo. 


The Little Foxes 
Budapest, June 29. 


Muvesz theatre production of drama in 
| three acts by Lillian Hellman translated 
by Imre NRomives. Stars Imre Apathy, Vera 
| Sennyei, Laszio Foldenyi, Juci Kemlos. Di- 
|} rection and set by Zolian Fabry. At Muvesz, 
| Budapest, 


@. Boo See ee ee Laszie Foldenyi 
| Horace Giddens. .g...-.....4-. love Apathy 
PRUNES 5s cates as chee «+--+. Vera Sennyei 
| Betty.... oogusesss Maret 2. Fores 
PYevST  Tereret Tt Janos Zach 

IS Fs rs ch eheActhehe sensi fuci Konm’os 

CGS twins «ta eaaw 8 hce Rees 04 Laszlo Dekauy 

| William Marshall.......+-+. Jozsef Wkepessy 
Bo eee a ee eee ore .... Marta Fonay 
Bo Seer Perea ery cree cores Gyula keri 





The Movesz theatre has scored 
considerable success with recent 
| preemings of American plays like 
“The Voice of the Turtle” and 
/“Deep Are the Roots.” “The Little 
' Foxes” is another success, and 
' probably will run all summer. 
Besides the play’s leftist tenden- 
| cies, chief suceess is due to the re- 
_markable performances. A young 
/newcomer, Juci Komlos. in the role 


|of Birdie, gives a surprisingly dra- 
_matic, touching performance. 

| Imre Apathy, in the role of Hor- 
/ace Giddens, has breathtaking dra- 
| matic moments and in his last, dy- 
| ing scene, is terrific. Vera Sennyei 
is excellent in the role of the co!d- 
blooded wife, Olivia. 


Laszlo Foldenyi, as Ben Hubbard, 
plays with natural grace. Margit 
T. Turzo, also a newcomer, is good 
too. Janos Zach, as Charles Hub- 
bard, is also fine. Jozsef Kepessy 
as Marshall, Marta Fonay as Addie, 
and Gyula Keri as Cal, fit perfectly 
into the ensemble. Direction of Zol- 
tan Fabry is brilliant. The set, also 
made by him, is first class. Gaal. 





Kipness Partners With 
Mt. Bookers on Musical 


Joseph Kipness will be part- 
nered with John Pransky and Al 
Beckman, resort-circuit bookers, in 
the production of “That's the 
Ticket,” musical comedy with book 
\by Philip and Julius Epstein and 





score and lyrics by Harold Rome. 
It will not be a co-producer setup, 
but will be billed as Kipness “in 
association with” the new pair, 
who are understood bringing in a 
Sizable share of the financing. 

Show, to be staged by Jerome 
Robbins, is slated to go into re- 
| hearsal late in August. No one is 
set for the cast thus far, but sev- 
eral Hollywood names are being 
sought, as come-on for investors. 

Kipness, a New York garment 
manufacturer, is co-producer with 
Monte Proser of “High Button 
Shoes.” 


he 
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-small but thriving trade in “curi- 


Wednesday, july 14, 194% 


VARIETY 
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Literati 


The ‘Curiosa,’ ‘Erotica’ Market {by Henry Frichet. and “Sextrava- 
While John S. Sumner and his | 84nza.” by Crebillon le Fils. 
co-zealots are raiding bookstores ‘The Erotikon, an Illustrated 








and harrying publishers these days | Treasury of Scientific Marvels of | 


in quest of “obscene” iiterature, icone Sexuality,” by Augustin 

abanes, translated by Robert 
osa” and “erotica” exists openly | Meadows, illustrated, on sheepskin 
and without interference. Presum-| Parchment. one of 100 numbered 


Noble 





ably Sumner’s Society to Maintain 
Public Decency ‘formerly the Soci- 
ety for the Prevention of Vice) is 
aware of the risque book business. 
put figures it’s too expensive and 
limited to corrupt public morals. 
The “curiosa” and “erotica” trade 
is conducted at book auctions, held 
regularly (the usual schedule is 
once a week) at the dozen or so 
auction galleries in midtown New 


standard prices. 
of recent sales at one gallery indi- 
cates that the ifems are generally 
rare or limited editions, frequently | 
with special bindings, and tend to | 
be beyond ordinary budgets. Most 
are little-known titles and many of 
the works are in a foreign language. 


As with art works and assorted 
bricabrae, there’s a small but eager 
market tor risque books. They are 
generally sold as part of private 
libraries and collections, usually to 
settle estates, and are advertised 
by catalogs circulated among regu- 
lar customers. The actual pur- 
chasers are mostly dealers. or 
agents for private clients, acting 
either on specific instructions or in 
anticipation of a collector's known 
taste. Titles are eataloged under | 
the “curiosa’ and “erotica” head- | 
ings. 

The books have an additional 
reading public. however, mostly 
among A.K.’s with gamey appetites 
in literature. There is also an oc- 
casional scattering of round-eyed | 
but knowing youngsters gandering 
the “curiesa” and “erotica” titles 
on the gallery counters, where all 


| 
| 


copies, privately issued for sub- 
scribers only, sumptuous binding. 


Time-Life’s Film Shifts 


Donald Marshman, Time mag 
film writer, who resigned last 
week, leaves New York in early 


August for Hollywood. He’s on the 
verge of signing on as a writer 
with a top indie unit at Paramount. 


Marslhyman shifted to Time only | 
York. Since all volumes are dis-| three weeks ago from Life, where | 
sed of at auction, there are no he had been editor of the picture | 
However, a check | S€Cction for the past 2!4 years. He | 


was being groomed to succeed 
James Agee as film section writer- 
critic. on Time. Agee turned in his 
resignation last month, but is stay- 
ing on until the end of August. He 
plans to write a book. 

Time’s plan, with Marshman’s 
departure, is to try various staffers 
in the Agee spot. In the meantime, 
Robert Wernick has been named 
film editor on Life. 
comer, having had no previous ex- 


| perience in films or in writing. He 


got the job following submission of 
a series of letters criticizing Life’s 
film coverage as “dull and unimag- 
inative.” His maiden effort is in 
the current issue of Life. He se- 
verely beats up the handling of 
fantasy in “Mr. Peabody and the 


Mermaid” ‘(U), “Summer  Holi- 
day” ‘M-G) and “Dream Girl” | 
(Par). 





Willson, Ruark, Smith Due 
Meredith Willson’s  autobiog, 
“And There I Stood With My Pic- 
colo,” due Sept. 16 via Doubleday; 
he’s the ex-N. Y. Philharmonic 
piccolo player who has since be- 
come a radio name. Another book 





items to be auctioned are displayed | 


of humor, “I Didn’t Knew It Was 


for a week or so preceding the | Loaded,” by Robert C. Ruark (illus- 


actual sale. 

Among the titles recently sold at 
one gallery are the follewing, with 
the price paid where known, indi- 
cated parenthetically: 

“A Three-Fold Utterance, Yet a 
Single Outcry of a Man’s Life- 
Truth.” by William Platt, illus- 
trated with nudes, etc., and musical 
scores by the author; published in 
aaa issued to subscribers only; 


“Elegant Tales, Histories, and 
Epistles of a Moral Tendency, on 
Love, Friendship, Matrimony .. . 
and Other Important Subjects,” by 
the author of ‘Woman, or Histori- 
cal Sketches of the Fair Sex;” pub- 
lished in London, 1791; $3. 

“Opus Sadicum, a Philosophical 
Romance;” published in Paris, 
1889; limited edition; $27.50. 

“How the World Weds: The Story 
of Marriage, Adultery & Divorce.” 
by Claudia De Lys; uncut and un- 
opened; $5.50. 

“Arabian Droll Stories,” trans- 
lated by Carlo de Fornaro, illus- 
trated by A. Zaidenberg; also “The 
Sword and Womankind,” from the 
French of E. de Beaumont, and 
“Modern Slaves,” by Claire Wil- 
lows; limited editions, privately 
Published; all $16. 

“Avanteures Galantes de Mr. Le 
le ‘includes “L’Avare Gener- 
aux,” “L’Inceste Innocent,” “La 
Femme _ Esclave _ Voiontaire”): 
ine published in, Amsterdam, 


“Les Ephesiaques de Xenophon 

phesien, ou les Amours d'Anthie 
et d’Abrocomas, traduits en Fran- 
cois.” Early edition of the work, 
attributed to a 4th century Greek 
writer. 

“Les Amants Ennemis de la 
Vertu, et Dorval, Philosophe Am- 
oureux;” two volumes. 

“La Femme Vertueuse. ou le 
Debauche Converti par |’ Amour.” 
by M. l'A D. L. G.; two volumes, 
with half-titles, “Lettres publiees 
Pour Tlinstruction de quelques 
Societes, dans le genre des Liai- 
sons dangereuses.” ¥ 

Sex in Prison,” 
the Unmarried Adult.” “Scientific 

tudies in Sexual Degeneration in 
Mankind,” Mark Twain's “1601.” 
awunuchs, Odalisques and Love.” 
Padlocks and Girdles of Chastity,” 

French and Oriental Love in a 

arem,” all in fine condition. 

Ss Femmes et’L’Adultere de 


}trated by R. 


“Sex Life of | 


Taylor) due a week 
later from the same pub. H. Allen 
Smith’s “*Larks in the Popcorn” 
(illustrated by Leo Hershfield), 
another in the humorist’s annual 
production line, is due Nov. 4, also 
via Doubleday. 

Wingy Manone, 
trumpet player. has written his 
jazz autobiog, “Trumpet on the 
Wing,” in collaboration with Paul 
Vandervoort 2d, foreword by Bing 
Crosby, for October publication 
from the same firm. 


the one-armed 





Noel Coward’s Sequel 

Noel Coward has same 35,000 
words completed of his “Future 
Indefinite,” sequel to his “Present 
Indicative.” 

Latter, incidentally, set a mark 
in publishing circles by breaking 
down the prejudice against theatri- 
cal memoirs which, traditionally, 
were figured as no sellers. “Indica- 
tive” went 250,000 copies, very big 
for a work of this type. Doubleday 
again will publish. Book primed 
for next year. 





Double-Feature Editor 

Herb Mayes is doing the unusual 
in magazine publishing annals— 
‘editing two topnotch monthlies 
coincidentally. With the indefinite 
‘leave of editor Alan Gordon of 
Cosmopolitan, Mayes has taken 
hold of that mag. and is readying 
the October issue. ; ; 

In addition he is editor-in-chief 
of Good Housekeeping, another 
Hearst monthly. 





Merehouse’s New Book 

Ward Morehouse, who liked “The 
Fabulous Invalid” as a_ possible 
title for his informal of the New 
York stage for the past 50 years 
| (1898-1948), has been offered a sug- 
‘gested substitute title by George 
,S. Kaufman who, with Moss Hart, 
|coauthored “The Fabulous Invalid 
iplay. The proposed tag is “As- 
| bestos Curtain.” The N. Y. Sun's 
‘drama critic and editor also liked 
|Noel Coward’s “Cavalcade” as 4 
tag. 
‘Whatever the title. he must have 
‘his final mss. in by Aug. 1. and 
“Morehouse is rushing it to Whit- 
tlesey House, which plans it for 
February publication. 


Theatre Arts Books 








He’s a new-| 


along with publishing rights to 

some 26 out-of-print times plus 

contracts for others being written. 
These will form the catalog back- 
_ bone of his new venture. 

At one time MacGregor was 
'prompted to dispose of his inven- 
tory to an existing publisher but 
decided to proceed on his own on 
| the basis. of increased demand for 
jhis holdings which still were in 
print. Under a recent agreement, 

Crown Publishers will handle pro- 

motion and distribution of Theatre 

Arts Books in the retail trade. 

n Among TA books in print are | 
_-An Actor Prepares” by Constantin 
| Stanislavski, with an introduction | 
| by John Gielgud: Brooks Atkin- 

sons “Broadway Scrapbook” and 

“The Negro in the American The- 

atre” by Edith J. R. Isaacs. Firm 

has also acquired from Little, 

Brown the rights to Stanislavski’s | 
|autobiography, “My Life in Art,” 
for August unveiling. 


Martin’s Govi. Post 

Harry Martin. president of the 
‘American Newspaper Guild, 
amusement ed of the Memphis 
_Commercial Appeal and Variety's 
Memphis mugg, is on leave of 
absence from all three posts for a 
Government hurry-up job. Job is 
\that of top labor adviser to the 
/Marshall Plan Administration for | 
|the 16 cooperating nations of Eu- 
rope. 

Martin is flying to London July | 
_24 for a week of conferences and 
from there to Paris, where he'll 
headquarter as lahor adviser and 
information specialist to Averell 
| Harriman, the administrator. Mar- 
tin says he’s being asked to do an 
/impossible task, that of winning 
and holding the complete coopera- | 
|tion of labor in Europe for the 
| Marshall Plan. But he’ll try. 

VARIETY is keeping tabs on him, 
as a sort of at-large correspondent. 








CHATTER 

Hoagy Carmichael draws a pro- 
file treatment in Esquire for Au- 
gust. 
_ Cornelius (Neil) Vanderbilt, Jr. 
in Germany o.0.ing the current | 
political crisis on behalf of his 
newspaper syndicate. 

Franees Morin «appointed Holly- ; 
wood managing editor of Photop!ay | 





mag, under supervision of Ann.) 
| Daggett, western editor. 

| Ed Hill, feature editor of the) 
|N. Y. World-Telegram, back at his. 
| desk #fter a five-day hospitalization | 
caused by a strep iniection. 

Revised edition of Bernard So- 
bel’s “The Theatre Handbook,” 
with 1,000 new items and about | 
1,000 plays listed, will be issued by 
Crown next month. 

“Ashton Stevens had to encore 
at Passavant hospital, Chi, last | 
week because he overdid it as soon 
as he came out following the re- 
cent protracted siege. 

Mystery Writers of America 
board of directors has abolished the | 
organization's initiation fee and set 
the dues at $10 a year for associate 
members and $6 for affiliates. 

Wade Nichols named editor of | 
Dell Publishing’s Modern Screen | 
replacing Albert Delacorte. A 
one-time freelance scribe, he also 
edited fan mags before the war. | 

David H. Joseph, city editor, has 
been appointed assistant managing | 
editor of the N. Y. Times, effective | 
Monday (19). Robert E. Garst, | 
night city editor, is named city) 
editor. h 

Larry Cleland, “Comic Book) 
King of Australia.” in town ns 


huddles with Fawcett Publications’ 
execs. Managing director of the 
Vee Publishing Co., he represents 
Pet in Aussie. 





“Bet A Million!” by Lloyd Wendt. 
'and Herman Kogan, the story of 
‘John W. Gates, is due in October | 
‘from  Bobbs-Merrill; and “The 
Southern Country Editor,” by) 
Thomas D. Clark. in September. | 

The Bob.Considines are making | 
‘their first European trip together, 
‘although he was over solo during 
‘the war. Hearst correspondent will | 
leover the Olympics, but Mildred 
| Considine will do Paris and Swit- 
'zerland in between times. 

Russell E. Smith, former radio 
and film scripter now with the 
San Diego (Cal.) Union, readying | 
‘four books for next spring publica-_ 
‘tien. Titles are “Hinterland Col- 
/umnists.” “I Walk with Ghosts,” 
“Prison Publication” and “Fighting | 

mphleteers.” 

PeMetro homeoffice trade press . 
contact Bill Ornstein is continuing | 
to hit the literary quarterlies, with | 
two short stories upcoming in suc- ; 








| give credit where credit is due. 
-on which Par spent 3,000,000 magnificent multicolored dollars, the dogs 
|'which supply the love interest in the picture are not among the 12 


‘colored number called Astron Silver Star. 


‘roads no voter can keep his hands off her. 
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SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


*seesseeeeeeeeoe By Frank Scully seeeeesoooeeeees 


- Chien, Wvo., July 10. 

Despite the best-selling interest of the Kinsey Report, Hollywood still 
believes that the facts of life are best learned through the animal king- 
‘dom. Namely, horses, dogs, tigers and species which are neither fish 
nor foul, but mermaids are rated higher than an all-wife orchestra 
when it comes to revealing what every bride should know. 

Though willing to go to almost any lengths in charting the life-force 
among the lower animals, studios are net always so quick, however, to 
In “The Emperor Waltz,” for instance, 











players and 28 staffers receiving screen credit by Messrs. Brackett and 
Wilder. 

Without these dogs to point the way there would be no plot-to 
“Waltz.” Joan Fontaine, who is a thorough aristocrat from the tip of 


her parasol to the tail of her black French poodle, calls her dog 
| Scheherazade. 


Bing Crosby, as the American traveling salesman 
planting the first phonograph in Franz Joseph's Austrian empire, has 
a foxlike mongrel named Buttons. Richard Haydn as Franz Joseph 
has a black poodle named Louie. The dogs rather than the actors give 
the picture its inevitable triangle. 
A Marriage Is Arranged 

It is the emperor's hope that a marriage can be arranged between 
Scheherazade and Louie so they may produce oodles of poedies and 
thus carry on in the highest aristocratic canine traditions, which seem- 
ingly have tumbled a lot since Pythagoras introduced that transmigra- 


tion routine whereby Cleopatra showed up later in history as your cat 


and Antony as your Roman greyhound. 


It is the task of Crosby and his Buttons to demolish class distinctions 
from castles to kennels, though by the time the picture runs its delight- 


‘ful 103 minutes the dogs are far ahead of the people, being in fact into 


their first litter before the countess and the salesman can fairly be 
established as engaged. Indeed, at the picture’s end the Tyrol was 
reigning cats and dogs, and Leon Gutterman contended that the pic- 
ture might better have been called “A Litter To An Unknown Woman.” 

Being dog lovers on all levels and poodle lovers first, the Scully 
Circus refused to let this thing end where Par said “cut.” We went on 
frem where Messrs. Brackett and Wilder left off. By now we are the 
greatest authorities on poodles since Louis XIV took these Spanish 
retrievers, set them up as court dogs to the kings of France and estab- 
lished That Awful Trim. 

Boodles For Poodies 


Scheherazade isn’t the real name of the poodle which supplies the 
romance for “Waltz.” Her real name is Odette. Louie’s kennel name 
is King Cole. Both are owned by Mrs. Herbert Hiestand of Brentwood, 
Cal., who owns 32 others, including the rarest of poodles, a silver- 
Odette had five points 
toward a championship before she decided to turn pro. A guy named 
Rud Weatherwax trained her for pictures. She and the other two dogs 
worked nine months on the production and among them the pooches 


made $25,000. Odette additionally has 45 minutes credit of piaying 


time in television. ; 

As poodles go, Odette is not rare. She was one of a litter of eight 
of whieh Sonny Tuft’s Coco was best known. Tina (Tourmaline Pala- 
tine) of the Scully Circus belongs to this family and is rarer because 
Tina is all brown and has not lost her color in nine years. Most do. 

All poodie-breeders know Tina. She is the most ogled le in 
town. But she has had 24 puppies in her time and feels she is too old 
now for this sort of thing. Actually she can still outrun a greyhound, 


and can catch forward passes over her shoulder that no Netre Dame 


end could even reach. 


Tina never barks unless strangers walk by at night and stop to ad- 
mire the view of Hollywood from Bedsire Manor. She will join any 
game under any ridiculous conditivuus, and when we play ball in the 
desert and lack outfielders she will cover everything from left field to 
right, and if the catcher muffs one she will race from the outfield and 
recover that one before he can. 

But all efforts of the last three vears to continue her beautiful quali- 
ties into succeeding generations have flopped. So a month ago we 
found a three-month-old poodle of Tina's brown coloring and creditable 
ancestry, including Tina’s Tourmatine strain. We spent weeks kidding 
Tina into believing she had given birth to a three-month-old puppy. 
By now she has aceepted this synthetic job as an act of nature, Holly- 
wood being a town where adoption is almost as common as natural 
parenthood. 

Currently Tina is busy training Candy ‘Tourmaline Candide) how to 
be quiet in the presence of guests, how to ask for the bathroom, how 
to retrieve tennisballs, how to keep off the grass, how to heel and not 
nip at heels in a town that’s loaded with them, how to look at a roast 
duck and not steal it; how, in short, to be a model child for badly 
reared children to imitate. 

Tina could still be a world’s champ if we would only trim her ac- 
cording to the conventions of the American Kennel Club. But we 
belong to the Dutch trim set, which is also called a modified Bedlington 
trim. Tina has told me on many occasions that she felt like an ass 
(a lower form of animal life, in her opinion) when she was on exhibi- 
tion at dog shows and had to go around with that pom-pom trim of the 
old French court. 

In her happy-doy way, however, Tina is irresistible. The Claudette 
Colberts and Ilka Chases can have their yapping toy poodles and conse- 
quently have their pleasure cut down to homeopathic proportions. 

Better Than Fala? 


In fact, if any candidate for the Presidency were smart he'd make 
a pitch for Tina as a running mate. For Tina is the perfect candidate 
for vice-president. When she walks along the boulevards or country 
Even Southern Democrats 
melt and try to lick her paw. Children cry for her. 

In shops, told to sit at the doorway, she will remain indefinitely, 
accepting all passing tokens of admiration without more than a few 
flicks of her bobbed tail. Ordered to stay in the car and watch the 
baby and the groceries. she will resist all temptations to poke even 
among the meat packages. 

A literary dog. her previous owners were Lester Cole, who is now 
under indictment for refusing to let congressmen write his scripts, 
Major Stuart Palmer, who wrote detective stories between wars. and 
Gene Gach, author of “In the Army Now” and now doing public rela- 
tions for Warner Bros.’ KFWB station in Hollywood. She loves to 
sleep to the sound of clicking typewriters and lies underfoot when all 


| Theatre Arts Books, a new = cessive issues of “Decade of Short other aides-de-camp have deserted. 


‘lishing house, has been organize 
‘to bring out serious books about 


Stories.” His “Be My Girl” will be 
‘published next week and “Danny” | 


l'Antique a nos Jours,” by Fernand | the theatre. Company head is Rob- ) ” scheduled for the next issue. 


‘Mitton; published in Paris, 1910; 
ne binding, limited edition. 
Scatalogic Rites of All Nations.” 
John G. Bourke; “Voodoo-Eros: 
Sex-Life of the African Abor- 
nes.” by Bryk-Felix: ‘Erotic 


_ Fairy Tales,” by Abbe de Voisenon. 


“Scientific and Esoteric Studies 
Sexual Degeneration in Man- 
kind and Animals.” by C. S. Fere; 
Shpots of Antiquity: The Lives 
and Loves of Ancient Courtesans,’ 


ert M. MacGregor, book review 
‘editor and manager of the book 
_publishing department ot Theatre 
‘Arts Mag before its ownership 
‘change last January. Assisting him 
will be Rosamond Gilder, also 4 
former TAM stafier. : 

MacGregor, who acted In the 
‘name of several of his authors, 
managed to segregate certain books 
'from TAM’s sale and later bought 
the inventory of books in stoc 


/probably in September. 

| William H. Rose. Jr., of Harpers, | 
has resigned as chairman of the 
book distribution committee of the 
American Book Publishers Council, | 
but continues as ‘chairman of the- 
‘sub-committee in charge of trade 
publisher relations with college 
‘stores. J. Randall Williams of | 
Macmillan, succeeds as chairman of | 
the book distribution committee. 


I would not have you believe that she could convince Hindus, Mo- 
hammedans and readers of the Old Testament that here was the perfect 
dog and one that could wipe out their age-old prejudices against all 
the 37 breeds which find favor in Christendom. She has a few weak 
points. She will not eat unless assured absolute privacy. She is a snob 
when it comes to letting other dogs sniff her except, it shames me to 
admit, dachshunds. 

And worst of all she steals goldfish and chickens. Fortunately, on 
Whitley Heights, where the Scully Circus has its quarters, there are 
no chickens. But one day she came home with a whole roast turkey. 


For years we never talked about it. but by now the statute of limi- 
tations has run out on her felony, and so, too, has the likelihood of her 
passing on this faiblesse to future generations of poodles. 
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Broadway 


Kay Buckley ingenueing with 
Deer Lake (Pa.) strawhat. 

Johnny Greenhut (MCA) back to 
work after kidney operation. 

Bill Doll has moved his legit 

ublicity office to the Algonquin 

otel. 

Daphne du Maurier returned to 
Britain Friday (9) by air after sev- 
eral months’ stay here. 

Dr. Leo Handel, head of Metro’s 
research department, now huddling 
with studio execs on the Coast. 

Sanford Meisner is directing the 
first summer session of the Neigh- 
borhood Playhouse School of the 
Theatre. 

Mrs. Ben Goetz, wife of Metro’s 
British production chief, to Eng- 
land last Friday (9) aboard the 
Queen Elizabeth. 

Alexander Smallens, conductor 
of the Radio City Music Hall or- 
chestra, will spend the month of 
August in Mexico. 

Lem Jones, Spyros Skouras’ aide, 
is going through a series of tests 
for ulcers he’s suspected of gaving 
achieved on the job. 

Frank Sinatra’s mother has re- 
turned to her home in Hoboken 
after four wéeks’ hospitalization 
with a heart ailment. 

Ted Saucier, Waldorf-Astoria ex- 
ploiteer, on the Coast for huddles 
with Metro toppers regarding the 
sequel to “Weekend at the Wal- 
dort.” 

Dore Schary’s artistic brochure 
booklet in tribute to his mother, 
Belle (‘Ma’) Schary, who died re- 
cently, being circulated to his 
friends. 

John Joseph, Universal’s ad-pub 
head, in N. Y. for two-three week 
stint, filling in for Maurice Berg- 
man, eastern topper, who's current- 
ly in Europe. 

Daniel Gould, Mills Music staf- 
fer resigned, and heads for the 
Coast this week to join his sister, 
Sandra, who’s wed to radio pro- 
ducer Larry Berns. 

Metro producer Sidney Franklin 
slated to arrive from the Coast 
next week, en route to Paris for a 
short vacation. He sails aboard the 
Nieuw Amsterdam July 23. 

Irving Berlin expected in N. Y. 
this weekend and thence back to 
Bermuda where he is vacationing 
with his family. May go over for a 
European quickie next month. 

Harry and Mrs. Brandt hosting 
the annual party for the Inde- 
pendent Theatre Owners Assn., 
which Brandt heads, at their sum- 
mer home in Portchester, N. Y., 
July 22. 

Ted Goldsmith leaves for Cen- 
tral City, Colo.,. Saturday (17) 
ahead of the New York company 
of “The Play’s the Thing,” which 
opens a three-week stand there 
July 31. — 

Tenny Wright, Warner’ Bros. 
studio manager, returned to U. S. 
over weekend after inspection trip 
of company’s Teddington studios in 
England. He planed to Hollywood 
yesterday (Tues.) 

George Jessel is double-featur- 
tng in the current and next month’s 
Esquire. Jimmy Cannon's “Love on 

Broadway” piece features the come- 
dian-producer, and in September 
Earl Wilson profiles him. 

Jack Hylton clippered in Mon- 
day (12) and sails back on the 
Queen Elizabeth tomorrow (Thurs.) 
midnight, following N. Y. huddles 
on the Shakespearean Memorial 
Festival for a U. S. tour. 


Mike Todd, back from the Coast 
with his wife (Joan Blondel!) Mon- 
day (12), is producing a legit musi- 
cal for next season to star Bobby 
Clark. Jimmy McHugh and Harold 
Adamson are writing the score. 


Carter Barron, Loew’s eastern 
division manager and Washington 
studio representative for Metro, is 
recovering in Doctor’s Hospital, 
Washington, from a knee operation 
resulting from an old football in- 
jury. 

Van Heflin, who co-starred with 
Susan Hayward, in Walter Wan- 

er’s “Tap Roots,’ Universal re- 
ease, into Philly yesterday (Tues.) 
from the Coast for the world 
preem of the film at the Goldman 
theatre. 


When Mildred and Bob Con- 
sidine arrive at the Hotel Savoy, 
London, next Wednesday (21) they 
will signalize their first joint Eu- 
ropean trip with a cocktailery in 
eelebration of their 17th wedding 
anniversary. 

Charles Korvin arrived in New 
York yesterday from the Coast 
preparatory to his strawhat ap- 
pearances at Bar Harbor an@® Guil- 
ford, Conn., later this month. Last 
pic was RKO’s “Berlin Express.” 

Arnold St. Subber and Lemuel 
Ayers will hold another audition 
tomorrow night (Thurs.) for pros- 

tive backers of “Kiss Me, 

te,” the Cole Porter-Bella Spe- 
soe musical version of “Taming 
ew.” 


Oscar Morgan, Paramount’s short 
tes tice chief, in a reprise of 


son-in-law is a Warner Bros. sales- 
man in the Charlotte, N. C., terri- 
tory. 

Robert Weitman, N. Y. Para- 
mount managing director, off on 
swing around summer camps with 
the missus. They go to Grossinger’s 
first and then visit one of their chil- 
dren at a Pennsy camp and an- 
other at Beacon, N. Y. 


Louis Sobol, who motored to 
Hollywood, writes he’s restless al- 
ready for “the hot sidewalks of 
N. Y. and the pneumonia precincts 
of the aircooled 21 and Stork,” al- 
though admitting the Bevhills ho- 
tel is “one heluva swell summer 
resort.” 


The Hal Hornes have become 
quite the adept anglers, com- 


rence for the Izaak Walton act. 


friends, the Ray Ryans, for end- 
August. 


Maxine Keith, John O’Malley 
who handles the Versailles, and 
Joe L. Brown, son of comic Joe E. 
Brown, named to Monogram-Allied 
Artists staff handling publicity on 
“Babe Ruth Story,” which world 
preems at the Astor July 26. 


Quite a show biz contingent to 
Europe on the Queen Elizabeth to- 
morrow (Thurs.) midnight sailing; 
the Jack Kapps, Bob Considines, 
Gene Markeys (Myrna Loy), David 
R. Sadowskys, Emile Littlers (Brit- 


plays here); also Jack Hylton, the 
Andrews Sisters and Lou Levy. 


“Les Mains Sales” becomes “Red 
Gloves” when Jed Harris directs it 
for Jean Dalrymple-Gabriel Pascal 
on Broadway this fall. Harris flew 
over to Paris again this week, hav- 
ing been there a fortnight ago, to 
huddle once more with playwright 
Jean-Paul Sartre. 


Unusual tribute was paid last 
Friday (9) by New York office of 
the Motion Picture Assn. of Amer- 
ica to office boy John Durso on his 
resignation to go to California be- 
cause of his health. Entire staff 
gathered in MPAA board room to 
say goodbye and present him with 
a radio. 


Century Artists Ltd. merged 
with the Levee-Stark agency on 
the Coast. Century personnel 
comprises Dick Dorso, Marty Mel- 
cher, Al Levy, David Susskind and 
Letty Stever. Levee-Stark’s staff 
includes Mike Levee, Sr., Ray 
Stark, Levee, Jr., Ben Benjamin 
and Bunty Lawrence. 


The Tom McKnights east for a 
month. She’s the former Marjorie 
Davies, Metro starlet, and he pro- 
duces the “Beulah” radio show. 
also co-authored special sketches 
(with Mort Lewis) for Bert Lahr 
in the forthcoming Shuberts’ “Zieg- 
feld Follies,” wherein Marlene 
Dietrich may co-star. 


Washington 
By Florence S. Lowe 

George Werner, Warner booker, 
back from a two-week navy train- 
ing stint. 

Marshall Young, singer on 
Arthur Godfrey airer, currently at 
Club Kavakos. 


Four suburban Warner houses 
gave free July 4 shows in a drive 
for community goodwill. 


Edward Arnold in town to em- 
cee a WMAL-NBC local radio 
show celebrating 150th anni of Ma- 
rine Corps orch. 


Local Variety Club sponsoring a 
charity heavyweight bout between 
Ezzard Charles and Jimmy Bivins 
at Griffith Stadium, Aug. 2. 


Ted Weems in for a one night 
stand at nearby Chesapeake Beach 
Park, whose name-band policy is 
being engineered by booker Kay 
Ford. 

Cast of “Hand in Hand,” new 
musical doing a barnyard turn at 
nearby Olney theatre, took time 
out for a show at Walter Reed 
Army Hospital. 


Jimmy Husson into Five O’Clock 
Club. 

Hotel and nitery biz 40° below 
last year. 

Beachcomber show held over for 
two weeks. 

Paddock club featuring grind 
acts, with new “face” weekly. . 

Bill Jordan shutters the Bar of 
Music July 17th for a three month 
vacash. 

Luis Del Campo replaced Carlos 
Ramirez at Clover Club latter 
heading for Cuba. 

Richard Lowe replaced Dorothy 
Raymer as amusement ed of the 
Miami Daily News. 

Island Club, new casino north 
of Beach, mens “expose” 
treatment by loc lies. 

Ned Schuyler planning refur- 
bishing and enlargement of the 
Beachcomber, now that Copa will 





the role of grandfather with the 
2 ‘Bir to nfank and Glenng Neel of 
a » Miranda. Morgan’s 


definitely be rebuilt. 


Cr na ee 


muting regularly to the St. Law- | 


They now have an Alaskan deep | 
sea fishing invitation from their 


ish producer has been scouting new | 


Paris 


By Borrah Minevitch 

Stella Adler still-s. a. 

The flea market—a must! 

Paul Muni working on a script in 
Cannes. as 

Ilya Lopert claiming Rosselini 
and so does everybody else. 

The reproducing arms on’ the 
‘local phonographs weigh a ton. 

Rita Johnson’s, Stanley Kahn 
having ‘telephonitis and buying 
horses. 





There are more cops in the Bois 
de Boulogne on Sundays than baby 
| carriages. 

NBC veepee John Royal gave the | 





‘erack Lido show the _ twice-over | 
| before flying to B.A. 
Barbara Blair has the newest | 
|hairshade and coiffure—baby pink | 
|and around the left shoulder. 

Boris Morros, producing here, | 
|brought his Hollywood wardrobe | 
intact, i.e., all those colored shirts. 

Place Vendome is like a swank | 
car salon—-the brightest and latest 
from all over are parked in front 
of the Ritz. 

If you believe the taxi drivers— 
De Gaulle will come in power 
within three months... and then 
the Russians! 

You get a feeling Meyer Davis’ 
citizen - of -the- world son, Garry 
Davis, would do an about-face for | 
|a good part in a B’way musical. | 

More deals are made on the Nazi- | 
worn carpet than at the ole Hotel | 
‘Astor Hunting Room in N.Y.—and | 
/in millions too—francs, that is. 


Mr. and Mrs. Jules C. Stein driv- | 
ing around in the car sensation of | 
the year—the newest Buick station 
wagon with household trimmings. 

Bob Goldstein blew in with Bill 
Goetz and right away wanted to 
know where he could buy an old 
Picasso ... what? ... no new. faces? | 


Page Balaban & Katz: The ushers 
in the cinemas here give you a 
dirty look if you don’t tip hand- 
somely after they steer you to a 
seat you paid for. 


Local artistic talent looking west- 
ward. Notably Jack Tatti, the 
{French Harold Lloyd; Toscano, the 
Valentino violinist; and Richard 
Joseph Inger, the _ Palestinian 
Chaliapin. 

Gregory Ratoff standing in the 
rain at Longchamps for no reason. 


Longchamps, scene of the French 
Derby, alive with all pre-war trim- 
mings—grey toppers, ascots and 
milady’s finery . . . until a heavy 
cloud sprang a leak and turned all 
the chic “chicks” into wet hens. 


Rita Hayworth tried Paris a 
couple of nights and then checked 
into the American Hospital for 
refuge and a transfusion. 


Hey you Park Avenue duplexers: 
the same thing here on the swank 
Avenue Foch costs you 120 smack- 
ers a year, if you can get one. 
That’s due to the old French franc 
rate. But you pay a million francs 
for “the key” rights, i. e. the lease. 


Comparing prices: Bottle of 
brandy XXX—two bucks .. . filet 
mignon (best places)—one buck... 
luxurious suites first class hotel— 
seven bucks .. . movies (tops) — 
50c ... ballets, theatres (best seats) 
—about $1.75 . . . But where does 
one’s money go! 


Our U. S. taxicab cowboys wear 
Buster Brown collars compared to 
the vino side-swipers here; they 
drive by mental telepathy or some- 
thing, but outguess you at every 
turn and pass you head on; figure-8 
turns are OK right in the middle of 
the block, no traffic rules, no right 
of way, no cops, and what do you 
think?—no accidents. 

People you bump into: Gregor 
Rabinovitch, Eddie Robinson, John 
B. Nathan (Par exec), Miss America 
'46, Jack Hylton, Hedy Lamarr, ; 
Alex d’Arcy, Kurt Krueger, Harry 
Novak, Jack Warner, Al .Daff, In- 
grid Bergman, Lily Pons and her 
Kostelanetz, Jack Segal (Col), Sol 





Hollywood guys who burn mid- 
night dough digging for titles for 
super-supers, look what they do to 
your brain orphans here. Try these 
on your marquee: “Embrassons la 
mariee” (They All Kissed the 
Bride). “The Mystere du Chateau 
Maudit” is nee “The Ghost Break- 
ers”; “Le Joyeux Phenomene” 
yclept “Wonder Man;” “Helzapop- 
pin” (Hellzapoppin). If you guess 
this one, we'll tell you where 32 rue 
Blondel moved to: ‘“‘Les Merchands 
dillusions” (?). That’s the French 
mouthful for “The Hucksters.” 

Max Blouet, the managing direc- 
tor of the George V, is the make. 
and break social secretary of Who’s. 
Who. in Paris. If you’re not “in” 
the V you sheepfully admit you're 
“out.” The V Peacock Alley, ad- 
joining the bar, at 7 p.m. is the 
magnum magnet of the town, the ex- 
citement and hubbub reduces your 
6,000 miles of travel travail (if you're 
from Hollywood) to a mere casual 
“Hello”—the little sausages served 





b 


Hurok, Charlie Feldman, Lew : , 
Parker, Belita, Rolly Rolls, Joe a strike for an increase of 
rate and the three Peters) Jack Howard, local newspaper- 





at the bar vie with Lindy’s. Good 


martinis 35c; coupe de champagne 
35c—and a parade of vedettes and 
coquettes too—yet, if you remain 
after 9 p.m. you're a “lost sheep 
or a rat with a double date. 





London 


Harry Foster disclosed secret 
marriage to American actress 
Frances Marsden. Ay 

After shedding her appendix in 
Sweden, Christine Norden back in 
town and starting work in her lat- 
est film, “Saints and Sinners. 

Kirsten Flagstad was cheered at 
a special concert at Westminster 


|Central Hall July 7 given in aid| ic 


of orphaned European children. 
Bernard Delfont, who recently 
bought the lease of the old Thea- 
tre Royal, Chatham, reopened the 
house as the Royal Hippodrome, 


| July 5, with Allan Jones heading 


the bill. 

Douglass Montgomery signed to 
star in George King’s production 
of “A Lady was to Die,” in which 
he will play a Canadian student. 
Exteriors will be shot in Wales and 
Blackpool. 

J. B. Priestley’s latest play, 
‘Home Is Tommorrow,” is set for 
production in the Fall by the Lon- 
don Mask Theatre Co., and will be 
directed by Michael MacOwan. 
Cast is headed by Lesl.e Banks. 


Three Rank films have been 


Hollywood 


Cecil B. DeMille awarded a Bel- 
gian Oscar. 
Frank Whitbeck recovering from 
minor surgery. : 
Jane Wyatt recuperating after 
knee operation. 
ddie Mannix returned from 
Honolulu siesta. 
Franchot Tone and Jean Wallace 
back from N. Y. 
Mike Todd in town rounding up 
names for a stage show. 
radwell Sears in from NY for 
United Artists huddles. 
James R. Grainger in from N. Y. 
for huddles with Charles P. Skou- 


as. 

Bob Hope back to work at Para- 
mount after working all through 
his vacation. 

Kathleen Hughes is new film 
name for Betty Von Gerkon, 20th- 
Fox contractee. 

Jane Darwell took her first plane 
trip to Kanab, Utah, for “Black 
Velvet” locationing. 

Walter Reed broke his right leg 
in a sequence on the “Fighter 
Squadron” set at Warners. 

Tracy Barham, chief of Inter- 
mountain Theatres, in from Salt 
Lake City on his honeymoon. 

Milton S. Kusell in town for con- 
fabs with David O. Selznick on 
SRO domestic sales problems. 

Charles Heidt in from Manhat- 
tan to huddle with Rouben 
Mamoulian about a new legiter. 





chosen to represent Britain, at | 
Venice Festival—Two Cities pro- 
duction of “Hamlet,” Cineguild’s | 
“Oliver Twist” and Archer’s new | 
picture, “The Red Shoes,” not yet 
seen in London. 

Constance Cummings will costar 
with Francis Lister in a new play, 
“Don’t Listen, Ladies,” adapted | 
from the French of Sacha Guitry. 
Alec Rea and E. P. Clift will pre- 
sent the show, which ran for two 
years during the war in Paris, and 
William Armstrong will direct. 


Atlantic City 
By Joe W. Walker 

_Buck Clayton band into Paradise 
nitery. 

“Ice-Capades” doing nice biz in 
main arena of Convention hall. 

August Ehrles vacationing here 
and celebrating 28th wedding anni. 

Motorized rolling chairs soon to 
replace the hand pushed on the 
boardwalk. 

“John Loves Mary” opened last 
night (12) at Auditorium theatre as 
initialer for season, with David 
Lowe and Sue Davidson operating. 

Top attraction of George Hamid’s 
Million Dollar pier is television on 
100 sq. foot screen in theatre. Spot 
is combining amusements with In- 
ternational Exposition. 


Shanghai 


By Hal P. Mills 

_Alec Kaplan, film distrib, in from 
Singapore for a brief visit. 

Dick Butler, general manager of 
Grand Theatre here, planing to 
London. 

Mike Goldstein’s orch into St. 
George’s garden. It’s an eight-man 
unit with tango, jazz and Hawaiian 
combos. 

Mei Kuo Mei Ballroom added 
200 _ yy to its staff. Ball- 
room, largest in the world, 

500 taxi dancers. woe 
_ Wounded Chinese soldiers fore- 
ing gntrance to pix houses by the 
undreds, with police appare 

— to halt them. ee 

ewspapers are carryin ro- 
tests against Jose Geesmaae heed 
playing at U. S. Navy officers club, 
alleging Conteras was a collabora- 
tor during late war. 

Members of the Shanghai Fed- 
eration of Musicians, which in- 
cludes American, Filipino, Central 
European and Russian musicians, 





man, bought half interest in the 
newly-revived Shanghai Theatrical 
Enterprises. Agency books Shang- 
hai, Hongkong, Manila, Calcutta, 
Rangoon, Bombay and other Far 
Eastern spots. 





Tokyo 


“Private Lives,” second offering 
of the recently organized American 
Theatre, Far East, was sock success 
at Tokyo’s Stilwell Theatre in a 
six-performance run June 23-28. 
Pro-amateur group, drawn from 
ae Agee apg made its 

ut in April with “T i 
rsp Be Aly he Voice of 

Government Railway Workers 
Union, Japan’s largest independent 
union, announced it would assess 
each of its 550,000 members 20 yen 
(40c) to finance a feature motion 
picture based on the life of a rail- 
road worker. Proposed pic, “Men 
of Flame,” was put into roduction 
at Toho studios last h, and 





abandoned due to labor disputes. 


Carole Landis’ last professional 


|activity was a two-minute platter 


interview for 
Records. 

Ezra Mir, Bombay producer, cur- 
rently making a tour of studio con- 
ditions. He’ll show the trade a 
number of his films while here. 

Mrs. Helene Samuel, widow of 
O. M. Samuel, New Orleans, first 
out-of-town VARIETY mugg back in 
1905, lost all her belongings when 
fire swept the Del Mar Beach Club, 
Santa Monica, Sunday (11). She 
was unhurt. 

Jane Cowl recuperating at a La 
Jolla hospital from severe knee 
lacerations encountered when she 
fell from a moving station wagon. 
It’s her second auto mishap. Last 
Winter she suffered a broken leg 
— hit by a taxi cab in New 

ork. 


Bucks County, Pa. 


Sam Levene visiting Moss Hart 
at Aquetong home. 

Henry K. Moritz in from Coast 
to his Riegelsville farm. 

Actor Dean Jagger in for looksee 
Friday (5) from Clinton, N. J. 

* Signe Hasso at Princeton for 
“Laura” rehearsals. Opens July 19 
at McCarter. 

Kitty Carlisle to star in “O, Mis- 
tress Mine” with Harvey Stephen- 
son co - starred at Playhouse, 
Aug. 2. 

Ruth and Gus Goetz back on 
Perkasie farm after finishing stint 
of making film version of their 
stage hit, “The Heiress.” 

Theron Bamberger to Stock- 
bridge, Mass. to catch Robt. Burns 
musical, “Comin’ Thru the Rye” 
as a possibility for his shooting 
gallery. 

Maggie Mullen (Mrs. John Root) 
commuting from Wycombe farm 
for “Skin of Our Teeth” rehearsals 
at New Hope. Playing Florence 
Reed part. 

Vivian Vance and Ottile Kruger 
commuting from _ Lambertville 
House while appearing last week 
in Trenton with E. E. Horton in 
“Springtime.” 

Trenton strawhatter in Contem- 
porary Club Auditorium to preem 
W. C. Robert’s revolutionary war 
comedy, “Damn Deborah,” with 
Paula Houston, Aug. 9. 

Thornton Wilder in at River 
House while Carol Stone and hus- 
band Bob MacCahon are at Logan 
Inn for “Skin of Teeth’? rehearsals. 
Opens at New Hope, July 19. 


Westport, Conn. 


By Humphrey Doulens 

Bill Spier here from the coast 
to see June Havoc. 

The Bill Nesbitts (Ann Green- 
way) vacationing at South Nor- 
walk. ‘ 

Mr. and Mrs. Lauritz Melchior 
visiting Helen Traubel at Silver- 
mine. ‘ 

Joe Magee of William Morris 
office inspecting the rural theatre 
circuit. 

Brian Aherne flew east in own 
plane for cugrent appearances in 
“The Beaux Stratagem.” 

Philip S. Barry, son of the play- 
wright, has been upped to role 
of general stage manager at Coun- 
try Playhouse. . 

Theatre Guild breaking in new 
untitled revue, starring London’s 
Hermoine Gingold, week of 
August 30 at Country Playhouse. 

James Melton opening his auto- 
mobile museum here July 17. The 
singer’s collection of 90 vintage 
automobiles will be on permanent 
exhibition. 


Hollywood Star 


° 


i So, ee 
Pia, ares PN eee 


Ss Waicaselaindigns 


he leg Rethes rR e 


Ss ksi 





Az ‘- 


ee ae 








Fie | Fei casSaaiegs i 


Ee a teens 





+ lhe Sa aaah 


DORN Bedelia Ratu 


FF 
=f 


oD. « 


fee ae 











hee "et ae * ne fie ats 4 - > LE as a 
PR Bag 88 in eS NETL 75 OO Teo PONS SEIS be 


Wednesday, July 14, 1948 


VARIETY 


55 





OBITUARIES 


KING BAGGOT 

King Baggot, 68. star of silent 
films and later a director, died in 
a Hollywood sanitorium, Jély 11. 
Baggot was actively engaged in 
film production in one capacity or 
another from 1909 until 1947 when 
illness forced his retirement. 


Baggot’s peak as a film star 


sisters in Chicago. The body will 
be planed there for burial. 





FRED PELTON 
Fred Pelton, 55, former studio 
executive and onetime labor ad- 
ministrator for the Assn. of Mo- 
ition Picture Producers, died July 
|7 at Truckee, Cal., after a heart at- 





vaude circuits for years, prier to 
his retirement. 


AMILCARE POZZOLI 
Amilcare Pozzoli, 50, operatic 
tenor. dropped dead during per- 
formance of the opera, “Fedora” in 
Milan, Italy, July 7. ~ 
_ He had been a well-known singer 
in that country. 


CLARENCE L. RIVERS 
Clarence L. Rivers, of the vaude 
,team of Rivers & Palmer, died 
(at Elizabeth, N. J., July 3. 

He is survived by wife and part- 
ner Blanche M. Palmer. 














‘Jo Be or Not te Be 
- Comtinued from page 1 
given that “Hamlet” will at least 


get an A-2 rating (alright for 
adults). 


The Boston vigilantes took ex- 
ception at such expressions as “the 
rank sweat of an aduiterous bed.” 
Other recriminations heaped upon 





MARRIAGES 
Ruth Benjamin te Martin Fein- 
stein, N. Y., July 23. He's 
assistant head of Hurok Attractions 
publicity dept. . 
Susan Seeley to Warren B. Kuhn, 
New York, June 19th. Bride is a 
secretary at RKO; he’s a radio 
writer. 
Claire Bambach te 
(“Jack”) MecWeeney, New 


Charles J. 
York, 








Gertrude, Hamlet’s mother, by the | June 19. He’s with Monogram In- 
; sweet prince as “to post with such | ternational Corp. 


lasted for 10 years ending im 1919 |\tack. He was stricken while on a ; ‘ * - a 
during which period he played | business trip in connection with | BENJAMIN JOE dexterity to incestuous sheets has | Kay Thorne Harding to Michael 
dashing hero roles. He grew up in | his lumber interests. | neg” my J also found disfavor in Bostonian | R. Hanna, New York, July 6. Bride 


the imfant industry with Mary 
Pickford, Thomas Imee, Frances 
Ford, Francis X. Bushman and 
other early film greats. Before 
entering pix, he was a member of 
a stock company and toured in pro- 
ductions of Charlies Frohman, 
Liebler & Co. and the Shuberts. 

Plays in which he appeared in- 
clude “Queen of the Highway,” 
“Mrs. Wicgs of the Cabbage Patch,” 
‘Salomy Jane” and “In the Bishop’s 
Carriage.” 

Among his better known films 
were “The Searlet Letter,” pro- 
duced in 1911; “Dr. Jekyll and Mr. 
Hyde,” 1913; and “Ivanhoe,” made 
in England in 1913. He was under 
contract to the Independent Motion 
Picture Co. In recent years, Bag- 
got played only bit roles. Stand- 
out picture that he directed was 
“Tumbleweeds,” starring the late 
William S. Hart. : 

Survived by son, Robert 
Baggot. 


King 





HARRY BURNS 
Harry Burns, 63, yet vaude. 


Italian dialect comedy, had been a 
topflight performer in this division 
for years and with various partners 
had been a featured act on major 
vaude circuits in U. S. and abroad. 

Starting out in the lush era of 
vaude, as member of the team of 
Burns & Frabito, the act was in 
such demand that it was generally 
given three-year routes by the 


former United Booking Office. He | 


later appeared in another act as 
Burns & Anthony, and upon dis- 
solution, he went into several of 
the early editions of the late Earl 
Carroll's “Vanities.” His _ street 
vendor of balloons and catchline ‘I 
Think You Touch” was the nucleus 
of all his skits. He later revived 
the act with his wife, billed as 
Harry Burns & Co. 

When it looked like vaude was 
washed up and dates were few he 
went to Hollywood and appeared in 
several films. His last stage appear- 
ances were with Olsen & Johnson 
in “Hellzapoppin” couple of years 
ago. 

Surviving are his wife and a 
son, Harry, Jr. 


JAMES BASKETT 
James Baskett, 44, Negro stage, 





| A graduate of Annapolis, Pelton | 


jresigned from. the Navy in 1924 
‘and entered the film business. At 
{one time he was studio manager 


lfor Metro and later functioned as | 


‘chief of that company’s plant in 
|/England. He handled labor prob- 
lems for AMPP for nine years, re- 
| signing in 1947 to devote his time 
‘to his business holdings. One af 


| his projects was Mobile Sets, Inc., | 
|a system of streamlining film pro- | 


| ductions., ; ; 
| Surviving are his wife, Felice, a 
son and two daughters. 





NICHOLAS G. PALUGYAY 

Nicholas G. Palugyay, Paramount 
manager for Spain, died in a Bar- 
celona hospital, June 30, when 
stricken ill enroute from Madrid on 
ja business trip. 
| Palugyay, who had been with the 
| Paramount organization since 1925, 
‘looked after Par interests during 
the war while enemy occupation 
was in force in Hungary, where he 
| Served as manager. After the war 
he joined the Motion Picture Ex- 





ters. 





PAUL PARNELL 

Paul Pratt, composer and musi- 
cal director, known professionally 
as Paul Parnell, died at his some in 
Indianapolis, July 7. 

He had composed scores for sev- 
eral Broadway musicals and con- 
| ducted for others. His last assign- 
ment was with “A Connecticut 
| Yankee” on Broadway and road 
| tour. 
| Survived by wife, daughter, a 
|sister and brother. 


| JULES DAIBER 
| Jules Daiber, 63, former concert 
|/manager, died in New York, July 
\6. He is credited with having 
|/brought the Vatican Choir to the 
U. S. in 1928 and had repped many 
opera and concert stars over a 
period of years. At time of death 
he was operating a travel bureau. 
Surviving are wife, mother and 


sister. 








HARRY ELLIOTT 
Harry Elliott, 58, publicist and 
radio commentator, died July 7 in 
San Francisco. 
Elliott formerly published two 


Benjamin Joe, 48, owner of the 
Limehouse nitery, Chicago, died 
there July 4. Survived by wife and 
three sons. 





ROBERT LOVE 
Robert Love, 34, bit player in 
films, died July 8 in Hollywood in 
rere leap from a doctor’s 
office. 





EARL BOARDWELL 
Earl (Curley) Boardwell, 62, vet- 
eran nitery entertainer, died in 
, Hollywood, July 8 
| 








eyes. Hamlet’s cozening of Ophelia | was Hollyweed radio rep; he’s man- 
| while he lies with his head upon ‘ager of WHCU, Ithaea, N.Y. 

(im Sa earns the codfish; “peanor Febiger Ewi to Sid 
‘ ; Zinns, Washington, D. C., July 10. 


| Several of the passages objected |~. ; 1 
to were in the seript of the picture | #e’s chief flack for Columbia Pie- 


but later excised in editing. Film | tures in the D. C. area. 
has not yet been submitted to the 
Boston board, and its rulings were 
based solely on the script. 





Scully-Rank Huddle on ‘Hamlet’ 
London, July 13. 





Brother, 65, of the late Samuel 
|L. Rothafel (Roxy), died after a 
heart attack in New York, July 6. | 
| Surviving are wife, daughter and 
/son, Robert C. Rothafel, district 
manager for Fox West Coast in 
Beverly Hills, Cal. 





| Wife of Paul Benjamin, National | 
| Screen executive, died in Miami, | 
iJuly 7. In addition to husband, she 


jis survived by a son. 





| Harry Gemson, 67, father-in-law 








Father of theatrical agent-pro- | 
pg Jack Lewis died in Chicago | 
uly 2. 


| 








| 68S Swings Axe | 


| Programs a year, to slash another 


| $100,000. A couple weeks back, | 


| CBS abruptly reversed its seven- | 
year policy on shortwave and will 
' save an estimated $200,000. 
' Understanding on N. Y.’s Radio 
| Row is that William S. Paley has 
_ordered prexy Stanton and Joseph 
| Ream, exec veepee, to cut CBS 
| costs drastically in the face of tele- 
| vision expansion. Of pertinence 
in this connection was the recent 
testimony of another CBS vice 
president, Adrian Murphy, who 
told FCC examiners that CBS was 
$9,000,000 in the TV red already. 
Long-Play Record to Help 
Columbia is hopeful that its 
new invention, the 
phonograph record, will help the 
sagging sales curve at Columbia 
Records, Inc. That’s a positive de- 





William A. Scully, Universal's 


| distribution veepee, who is here 


for huddles with execs of the J. 


| Arthur Rank organization, is tak- 
|ing up the question of the New 


York booking for “Hamlet” with 
Rank personally. Latter, of course, 
is greatly comeerned with the 
dramatization of the Shakespeare 
tragedy since it is his showease 
film for the current year. 

Scully and Rank must decide 
whether “Hamlet” will go into a 


Park Ave. theatre, N. Y., which his 
company operates. However, that’s 
only a 500-seater. Both the Cri- 
terion and Rivoli on Broadway also 
have put in a bid for the film. 
Seully wants to leave the last word 
o Rank. 











Eisenhewer 


Continued from page 1 














with whom he has worked on the 
ms. attest to “the savage editing 
job done by Ike.’ In addition he 
has insisted that Allen Nevins, the 
historian, go over it page by page 
for historical accuracy. 

The book will also contain, in its 
jacket, a five-inch plastic reeord of 
Ike’s D-Day Order of the Day. 


It is said that he figures to cash 
in $600,000 gross on the _ book, 
which the N. Y. Herald Tribune 
will serialize and syndicate, co- 
incidentally with Deubleday publi- 
cation. The Internal Revenue 
Dept. is said to have okayed a capi- 
ta! gains deal for Eisenhower. 


Esther Flores to Edward Lee, 
\San Antonio, July: 3. Bride is 
member of the KCOR staff there; 
he was formerly KCOR announcer. 
| Barbara Ford to Rebert Walker, 
‘Beverly Hille July & She's daugh- 
‘ter of John Ford, film director; 
he’s a screém actor. : 
| Ruth Copp to Bob Freuygang, 
| Wilmington, O., July 11. Bride is 
with contract dept. of Hygienie 


Productions. 

| Kathleen Quinn to George FPF. 
|O’Neill, Washington, D. C., July 14. 
| Bride is a band voealist. 

| Dorothea J. Lutjens to Robert 
| W. Little at s-on-the-Hud- 
ison, N. Y., July 10. Bride wo 
‘sonnel director in New York office 





musicomedy and film actor, died port Assn. in a similar capacity. He | of Robert Shapiro, N. Y. Para- big house for a play for fast money, of Motion Picture Assn. of 
July 9 in Santa Monica, following | was named as Paramount's mana-| mount theatre house manager,! or into a smaller one aimed for the | ~™¢e"i¢@- 
3 a heart attack. Prior to going to ger for Spain in 1946. j}died July 8 in New York. long pull. U’s sales topper is in- | ,, Florence MeCannless Pritchett te 
Hollywood, Burns, a specialist in| Survived by wife and two daugh- clined to book the pic into the | Earl me Barbara, 


conducted “Barbara Welles” her 
|own program on WOR, N.Y.; he's 
;a N.Y. stock broker. 

Ellen N. Tarpley to Bill Pepper, 
|Columbus, Jume 25. He’s program 
'director and news commentator on 
WELD, FM station in that city. 

Susan Steuber to Jae Lucas 
Fisher, Yuma, Ariz., July 7. Both 
are thesps. 

Shirley Shelton to Jack Schuler, 
Cincinnati, June 30. Bride is in 
WCKY traffic department. 

Judy Briggs to Hemry Jones, at 
Nyack, N Y., July & He’s a legit 
actor-director. . 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Herman Silver, 
son, New York, July 8. Father is 
with Columbia Pictures’ special 
events and exploitation dept. 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Sommerkamp, 
daughter, Cincinnati, July 6. Father 
is WCKY sports editor. |. 

Mr. and Mrs. Compton Bennett, 
daughter, Hollywood, July 4. Father 
is a screen director. 





radio and sereen actor, died in|S. F. area newspapers, The Sausa-|velopment of the past month| |,e’s work differs from the Win- 
Hollywood, July 9, of a heart ail- | lito News and the Willits News.| against the various curtailments | 57 Churchill pd oor ally gti agg Mee Pies ve at 
— Following newspaper work in Los! of service. CRI has been, with | comprise five books. Besides the |is K. T. actress and 


He was best known for his por- 
traval of Unele Remus in Walt 
Disney's film, “Song of the South,” 
and for the role of Gabby Gibson, 
the fast-talking lawyer -on the 
“Amos ‘n’ Andy” radio program. 

Baskett was born in Indianapolis. 
He studied to be a pharmacist but 


Angeles and Imperial Valley he 
came to San Francisco. He leaves 
a wife. 


| MARIE GREEN 

| Marie Green, former Ziegfeld 
| girl and vaude performer, died in 
/San Francisco, July 6. She was 








the CBS owned-and-operated sta- 
| tions in Boston, Washington, Chi- 
‘cago, Minneapolis, St. Louis and 
| New York, the chief profit-pro- 
‘ducer on the CBS consolidated 


recently serialized N. Y. Times and 
Life mag versions of the Houghton- 
Mifflin book publication. Churchill 
has two more books already done, 
these taking htm right up to Dun- 





| statement. 
| The LP records require a new- 


is | 


kirk. The British statesman’s take 


jis said to be around $750,000. 


is , . Stevens, 
daughter of Sam Wood; father is a 
legit actor. 

Mr. and Mrs. John 7 
daughter, New York, June 27. 
Father is press agent with “Holi- 
| day on Ice.” : 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert I. Kimel, 





McCormi son, Boston, July 6. Mother is for- 
cCormick, Doubleday’s veepee, er ae Cat entree oo 


| gets back from an extensive Euro- | = WLAW: fatt ss sales 
| pean trip this weekend by plane, aig ms eaaw Ww; ” " 


 (|having taken the ms. across to | 
jaltogethe: the record pressing im! <everal major European publishers. | ,,M"- and Mrs. Bob Leckie, son, 
Ohio and is limiting manufactur- Doubleday plans a November pub-| Hollywood, July 5. Father is a 
ing to Bridgeport alone. : lication, providing Fisenhower | technician at 

CBS now operates studios and | gives his OK in September. |. Mr. and Mrs. Ira Cook, son, Hol- 


was lured to the stage while on a former wife of Harry Green, | type turntable which Philco 
visit to Chicago. He played im stock | comedian, and had appeared with: manufacturing in tieup with CRI. 
shows in Chicago for many years him in his vaude skits. Prior to, Meantime the CBS board of di- 
before going east. | that she had appeared in several rectors has recently closed down 

On the New York stage Baskett | editions of “Ziegfeld Follies.” 
became known as one of the lead- | Surviving are four sisters. 


ing Negro performers, and for 
many years he was featured with WORTHINGTON SMITH 

















the Lafayette Players in Hariem. 

He went to California several 
years ago on a visit and was in- 
vited by Freeman Gosden of the 
Amos ‘n’ Andy team to join them 
on the air. Disney tested him for 
# minor role in a film but gave him 
the leading part of Uncle Remus. 
His performance won him a special 
“Osear” from the Motion Picture 
Academy of Arts and Sciences. 

Survived by his wife, Mrs. Mar- 
garet Baskett. 

JOHN BR. McPHERSON 

John R. MePherson, 45, manag- 
ing director of National Screen 
Service, Ltd., died in London, July 
7. MePherson, who joined N.S.S. 
in 1921, was a native of Chicago, 
where he started with the company 
and held the positions of asst. 
branch manager, branch manager, 
and later midwest district 


repping N.S.S. there. was ap- 
pointed to London 7 omy in 1945. 
Survived by mother and two 


‘short time ago manager of the AI- 
'hambra theatre, Columbus, — died 
July 6 in City Prison there by 
‘hanging himself in his cell. He 
|had been arrested a few 


Survived by wife and daughter. 


CLEON WHITTAKER 
Cleon Whittaker, 61, member of 
the blackface vaude team of Murry 
& Mack, died in St. Louis July 6. 





at the age of 9 while touring with 
his parents. Later he teamed with 
Walter Mack. 

His wife and son survive. 


ROBERT MAAS 

Robert Maas, 47, Belgian cellist 
of the Paganini String Quartet, 
died in Oakland, Cal., July 7. dur- 
ing an intermission of a concert 
at Mills College there. 

Survived by wife and 
daughters. 


ANNE NELSON 
Anne Nelson. 37, screen actress. 
died July 6 in Torrance, Calif. 


JOHN A. DITTMAR 
John A. Dittmar, 63. magician. 
died July 3 at his home in San An- 
tonio. He was known as Dittmar 
the Magician and has toured. top 


trth 1 Sarre! 





two 











| Worthington Smith, 34, until a_ 


hours | 
|earlier on a charge of intoxication. | 


Whittaker made his stage debut | 


three sets of offices for its New 
York television. About 85 persons 
are on payroll at the moment but | 
a big increase in personnel is be- | 
lieved inevitable come autumn. 





lyweod, July 5. Father is a disk 


; | jockey. 





H’ wood Go-By 

















5, 6b 3] 5 
NBC’s ‘Or Else’ | 
,—— Continued from page 25 


the show shifted, for next fall, to | 
‘CBS. This week it was learned | 
‘that Ford has given Banghart until | 
/Aug. 1 to decide whether he will 
or won't stay with the show— | 
/which mezns leaving NBC. 

Banghart, who was brought up| 
‘from Washington three years ago. 
by WNBC, N. Y., flagship of the | 
| web, today is doing 11 news shows 
weekly for the station, plus an- 
nouncer stints on the net’s RCA- 
Victor Show, the Robert Shaw 
Chorale, and a cutin on “When a 
‘Girl Marries.” He has had addi- 


tional assignments, including 
“Katie’s Daughter,” but has 
| dropped some because of the too 


strenuous schedule he was keep 
ing. 
Up te yesterday ‘Tues.) neither 


were delegated to “cover the New 
England eircuit” and had to canvass 
about 75 stock companies. 


worth investigating at all these 
days,” said Boris Kaplan, Para- 
mount’s eastern talent chief. 


Kaplan said that summer stock 


has become increasingly a place | 
for familiar Broadway actors to re- | 


lax in or to pacakage new shows 
for Broadway. “You rarely see a 
new face in the _ established 
groups,” he asserted. And in the 


Talent scouts have discovered, 





Graver nor Banghart had made 
their decisions. , 
‘ Ri 


bere? Tin’ 6 


Continued from page 1 
| 


“Only | 
|about 25 to 30 summer theatres are 


| Mr. and Mrs. Ade Kahn, daugh- 
‘ter, New York, July 4. Father is 
_N. Y. publicist. 

Mr. and Mrs. Morton Lane, son, 
New York, July 10. Father is a 
'member of Paramount's homeoffice 
legal staff. 








man and Ryskind could hardly be 
expected to see eye to eye on 
modernizing such topical 
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. Jo Stafford sings Ameri- 


can folk-songs with an orches- 
tra conducted by Paul Weston. 


“It may be faintly ungallant 
to say that this latest album of 
Miss Stafford’s comes as a stun- 
ning surprise—but it does. In 
these folk-songs, which include 
‘The Nightingale,’ ‘Black Is the 
Color,’ and ‘Barbara Allen,’ 
Miss Stafford emerges as a 
really gifted young artist. Her 
enunciation is crystal-clear, and 
the touching simplicity of her 
style is éxactly right. Paul Wes- 
ton’s orchestral accompani- 
ments are admirable. A ‘must,’ 
I think.” * | 


Deems Taylor 








_—_ 








